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Mr. President,

Saint Vincent апd tl1e Grenadines \ve!comes уоцг аsсепsiоп to tl1e ргеsidепсу of tl1is 6511' Sеssiоп of the
Uпitеd Nations Genera! Assembly \vith а great dea! of anticipation. As опе of tl1e рпгпагу агсппесгэ of
уоцг о\уп сошпгуз шеmЬегsl1iр iп the United Nаtiопs, уоц Ьауе dеmопstгаtеd уоцг belief in tl1e
importance of tl1is institt1tion апd its готе iп tl1e modern iпtеmаtiопаl context. As уоц stапd оп пте

slЮ1I!dегs of tl1e giants \vlю Ьауе ргесеёео уоц iп this го!е, \уе аге сопfidепt tlшt уоц \уill аЫу apply уоцг

lшiqt1е set of skills and ехрегiепсеs to tl1e аdvапсеmепt of оцг complex аgепdа.

We аге also excited Ьу tlle тпеше уоц have pгoposed fOI" уоцг тепше as Ргезшепг of tJ,e Gепегаl

Assembly, паmеlу "RеаffiJmiпg tl1e сеппа! role of the Uпitеd Nаtiопs in global govemance." It is а

йюгпе that гезопагез 10t1dly \vitll Saint Viпсепt and tJ,e Сгепашпев, and indeed, \Vitll тпапу of the smal1
and mагgi11аlizеd states tlшt топп а significant рап of tl1e 192 members of tJ,e Gепегаl AssembIy.

We smal1 states Ьауе ешегgеd as sоше of tl1e гпозг jealot1s and зеатопэ gllardians of пте United Nations
Спапег. Tl1is vigilапсе is Ьогп оfргiпсiр!е and necessity. 'Пте Спапег is Пте dосt1шеl1t tlшt gt1агапtееs 0111"
place in tl1is АssешЫу as the sovel"eigl1 eqt1als of емегу ошег сошпгу of tl1e \VOI"!d. Апd Пте United
Nations гешаiпs the only уепце tlшt affol"ds t1S botl1 а seat апd а voice in global affairs. То Saint Viпсепt
апd tlle Gгепаdiпеs, tl1e Uпitеd Nаtiопs пшы Ье tlle center of globa] governance Ьесацэе it is ОН1" опlу

option тог global gоvеmапсе. Тпеге аге sоше states tJшt fortt1itot1s1y find tllешsеlvеs in the iПl1ег

sаl1сtt1шs oftl1e Sесшity Cot1ncil. And the G8. And tl1e G20. And tl1e OECD. For tllem, tl1e сепtгаlity of
tl1e UN шау уа!)' \vitll tlle political \viпds ог the slliftiпg sапds of great ро\уег iпtгigllе. Saint Viпсепt апd

tl1e Gгепаdiпеs has по St1Cll lt1хшу. We са11ПО! take Ollr Ьаl1 апd go lюше, to play оп otl1e1' fields and
iпtеl"асt in otller fога. Tl1e Uпitеd Nаtiопs is аl1 \уе Iшvе. Its сепtгаlity in global gоvешапсе, for t1S, is
tllегеfоге ап essential and indispt1table tгиtl1.

Mr. Ргеsidепt,

YOll аsst1ше tl1e !eadel"sl1ip of tl1is Gепегаl АssешЫу а! а tiше \vhеп tl1e сепtгаlity of tl1eUпitеd Nаtiопs'

l"Ole is Ьеiпg сlшllепgеd as пеvеl" befol"e. Val"iot1s Оl"gапisаtiопs апd sшаl1 gгоt1рiпgs of states, \vitl1
se!ective шешЬегsl1iр апd opaque lIIodus ope"mldi, lшvе coa!esced to Ьесоmе global dесisiоп-mаkегs and
slшрегs of ОН1" post-Cold \Yar ехistепсе. Fol" Оlll' pt!Гposes, it is il"геlеvапt \v],etl,el" tllese gгоt1рiпgs Iшvе

fOl"med to I"espond to, ог to precipitate, tl1e UN's dесliпiпg еffесtivепеss.Ho\vever, tlle fact is, tlшt iп tl,e
face of global сгisеs of есопошу, climate, tгаdе апd геfОПll, \уе lшvе Ьееп tested апd fОllпd \vапtiпg. \Уе

face tlle I"eal tl1геаt of dеvоlviпg iпtо а теге "talk slюр," ап amalgam of 1111\vieldy Ьшеаt1сгасiеs ог а

tootl1less ПlЬЬег stamp of dесisiопs tаkеп else\vllere. То avoid St1Cl1 ап ignominiot1s fate, \уе Шt1st active!y
dеfепd ош гole апd legitimacy as tlle global center of iпtеmаtiопаl gоvешапсе апd dесisiоп-таkiпg.

Pel"mit t1S tl1e оррогtt1пity to offeI" а fe\v simple st1ggеstiопs to assist in acl1ievi11g tl1is goa!.

Fiгst, fOI" tlle сопсерt of global govel"l1ance to lшvе шеапiпg and ге!еvапсе, \уе Шt1st iпjесt some l11east1l"e
of сопsistепсу апd pl"edictability iпtо tlle пI!еs that gоvеш онг family. Sаiпt Viпсепt апd tlle Gl"епаdiпеs

is сошmittеd to tl1e iпtешаtiопаl [t11e of la\v and tlle го!е of tlJe iпstitt1tiопs tlшt аdvапсе tl1e l"t1le of la\v
апd adjt1dicate iпtегпаtiопаl dispt1tes. Govemance is iпеffесtivе if the [icll апd po\verft11 аmопg t1S сап

place tllешsеlvеs beyond the атЫ! oftimely сошрliапсе \vitll П11еs and dесisiопs.

lп tllis I"еgагd, \уе сНе tlle case oftlle опgоiпg dispt1te Ьеt\vееп tlle United States апd Апtigt1а апd Баl"Ьt1dа

оп tl1e isst1e of опliпе gаl11iпg, \vl1iCll lшs аlгеаdу Ьееп adjt1dicated iп Antigt1a апd БагЬt1dа's fаvош Ьу

tlJe Wог!d Tl"ade Огgапisаtiоп (WTO). We t1l"ge tllese t\vo СОll11tгiеs - botl1 stгопg fгiепds ofSaint Viпсепt
апd tlle Gгепаdiпеs - to qt1ickly aITive а! ajllst апd eqt1itable l"еsо!t1tiоп oftllis l11a11el". Оlll' I"еgiоп \vas tlle
t111fогtlшаtе, апd по dot1bt llпiпtепdеd, victim of WTO Гllliпgs tlшt lшvе gt1tted онг опсе-tl1гiviпg Ьапапа

il1dt1st,y al1d tllгеаtепеd to stal1 tlшt СПlсiаl епgiпе of dеvеlорmепt. Tl1e case against Ьапапа tагiffs \vas
st1ccessft1l1y ЬГОt1g11t to tlle \УТО Ьу tlle United States, \Vllicl1 does поt gго\v а single ЬнпсЬ of Ьапапаs.
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We аге сопfidепt (11а! оцг friends \уш 11ОПОЩ: t111s re!ative!y minor gaming ru1ing as \уе l1ave Ьееп

compeIled to adapt to previous, majordecisions.

Second, t1,e гезоппюпв adopted and decisions taken Ьу tl1e Genera! AssembIy пшвт 11ауе some \vortl1
beyond Пте рарег ироп \уЫсЬ Птеу аге printed. In the dtJsty archives of оцг body аге Iшгd-fОllg!Jtdecisions
and resolutions оп Palestine, оп [пппап rig1lts, and оп t1,e есопотiс crlsis. We 1шvе made annual, пеаг

ппапппоцв, calls for ап end to tl]e СпЬап embargo. Апd ош оосшпетпз аге dutifuIly filed а\уау [о Ье

ignored Ьу dissenters ог resuscitated in fиtше sessions \vit!J, а! best, iпсгетепtаl advancement.

As long as Genera! Assembly dесisiопs and reso!utions remain а buffet from \vhic11 тетЬег states сап

selectively pick and споозе, оцг role iп govel'11ance \уш continue to Ье Iштstпmg. МетЬег States гпцвг

take t1]e sovereign decision (о Ьопоцг тпе \уш of the ппегпапопа! сопппцппу, по! Ьесапэе tl1ey Ьаме to,
Ьш Ьесапзе it is t1]e rig11t t!ling to do. !f \\'е сопппце (о спагпрюп tl1e decisions \уlН1 \v!Jicl1 \уе agree
\vl1ile disregarding аН ошегв, \уе аге по! participating \vit!J good fait11 in tl,e deliberations of this body and
\\'е аге doil1g violence to ше мегу сопсерг of а согппшппуof паtiопs.

Nor SI1Ol1ld states гпагцршате tl1e сопсерг of сопэепэпв to make it а virtl1a1 veto оп UN асtiоп. Сопвепвпв

пшзт al\vays Ье а сепtгаl goal, Ьи! пеуег а barrier, to decisive асtiоп Ьу Пте Gепегаl AssembIy. Necessary,
desiJ'abIe and шgепt аспоп саппот Ье sacrificed оп t],e altar of сопзепзцэ. Оетосгасуdemands tl1at, \vl1еп

сопзепвпв саппот Ье acl11eved, (l,е recorded \vill oftl1e majority SI1Oll]d Ье respected.

T!lird, \уе пшзг l10ld емегу паtiоп (о ассошп for commitments tl1at Ьауе Ьееп vо1l1пtагilу taken. МнсЬ Ьаз

Ьееп \vгittеп al1d said аьош "donor fatigue," \vl1icl1 is зпоппаш! for t!Je limited аttепtiоп span of
Jlll11tilateral and bilateral dOl1ors \VI,el1 сопfiопtil1g systemic dеvе]ортепt isslles. Мнс]] 1ess is said аЬон!

commitme11l ja/igue: tl1e dеvеlорiпg \vorld's ехаsрегаtiоп \vitl1 oft-made, ыlt sе!dот-11ОПОllгеd

commitments. Вll! make по mistake, fatiglle Iшs set iп, as \уе gro\v increasingly tired of \vаitiпg for tl1e
0.7% of GN! promised Ьу t1]e deve!oped \vorld а! МопtеП'еу il1 2002; t!Je billions pledged in Glel1eagles
for tl]e dОl1bliпg of aid to Africa; tl,e $]0 billion lп ironicaIly titled "fast-start" fl1пdiпg that \vas [о

111aterialize t1Jis уеаг for climate с11апgе adaptation; al1d tl]e $].1 trillion pгomised Ьу tl,e G20 in April
2009.

То Н1е Sаiпt Viпсепt al1d t!Je Gгепаdiпеs, tl1erefore, it is pl1zzlil1g 11О\У some of онг friends and
developmel1t partl1ers сап suffer [гот dопог fatiglle \у]]еп Н1еу Iшvе уе! to donate \v1шt \vas originally
pгomised. It is similarly сопfоtllldiпg \у],еl1, reflective of t!lis sl1pposed fatiglle, dопогs attacl] so тапу

сопditiопs апd Ьшеаllсгаtiс lтреdiтепts [о tшlосkiпg аssistапсе tlшt it becomes аН ыlt iпассеssiЫе.

SmaIl states like Ollrs 1,ауе neit1]er Н1С capacity пог t1,e desire [о establisl1 епtiге bt1ГeallCracies dedicated
solely [о l1аvigаtiпg (1,е аdтiпistгаtivе lаЬугiпtl1 of irregll1ar апd tшргеdiсtаblе aid flo\vs. Nor аге \уе

il1terested il1 (l,е llpkeep of аппiеs of fQ]'eign СОПSllltапts \VI1O see111 (о Ье tl,e primary Ьепеfiсiагiеs of
S0111e intel'11atiol1al development efforts.

MI·. Ргеsidепt, c0111Jllitmel1t fatiglle шогрl1S il1to al1ger \уl1еп considered in tl,e cOl1text of t!Je Haitial1
people il1 Н]е \vake of Н]е indescribabIy devastatil1g Jаl111ШУ 121" еагt1Щl1аkеs. !п Магсl1 of tl1is уеаг, (l,е

UN l1eld аl1 il1spiгil1g dOl1ors сопfегеl1се, il1 \V!liCI1 оуег $10 billion \vas p!edged [ог Haiti's J'ecoveIY fгош

[Ье eartl1qllake. Today, six n1Ont1Js after tl,e СОl1fегепсе, al1d eigllt 111ont1]s beyol1d tl,e еагtlЩllаkе, а

patl]eticaIly 111iпiSСll!е регсепtаgе of tl10se pledges Iшvе асttшllу Ьееп delivered. WI1ile less tlШI1 20,000
tетрогшу sl1elters lшvе Ьееl1 bllilt to date, оуег ].5 milliol1 Наitiапs аге stil!liviпg iп tепts.

А fe\v days ago, \уе leal'11ed t]шt \vотеп апd c1li!drel1 livil1g il1 tel1t cities \уеге kil!ed \v!Jеп 11ea"y rail1s
апd \"lпds stП1Сk Haiti. No опе сап claim t1шt t1lis resl11t \vas l1l1expected, as \уе iп САЮСОМ ]1а"е Ьееп

sOl1l1ding аlаПl1S for топt!Js abOtlt Н1С dапgегs iп!Jегепt iп Н]е imтiпепt гаiпу sеаsоп. То sl1rvi"e ап
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еюilЩllаkе, only to Ье killed Ьу rain, is ап llnfatllOmabIe tragedy. 'Пте entirely avoidabIe deatl1s of those
\уотеп and cl1ildren \уil! remain а stain оп tl1ecol1ective conscience ofthis body and оцг membersl1ip.

Мг, President, talk is спеар, еуеп \vl1en it is Пте 11eady talk ofbillions of dol1ars. Commitments made пшвг

Ье commitments kept. And \уе пшзг hold to ассоцпт тпове \VIIO гереатесйу make empty promises.

Гоштп, \уе пшзт cede по gГOllnd to Пю creeping епсгоаспгпепт of поп-шсшыме, поп-папзрагепг, поп

гергеsепtаtivеgrollpings. We Iшvе по dOllbt, Гог example, tl13t tl1e G20 I13S а пзеш], and еуеп essential,
role to play [п tl1e global есопоту. 'Птеге is ап ппdепiаЫе logic to а smal1 grOllP of Пте \vorld's largest
economies - almost аl1 of \vl1ich аге оцг close friends - meeting informal1y to tl1гаsl1 ош matters тпаг

affect only tl1eir О\уп large economies. Носсеуег, пте logic fades sоте\vl13t 'П Пте [асе of а сгisis tl13t Ьаз
spread rapidly and согпргепепвгоету to еуегу согпег of Пте globe. 'Ппз is \уЬу Saint Vincent and Пте

Gгепаdiпеs noted \Vitl1 сопсегп пю G20's statement [гот РittsЬшgl1 а уеаг ago, \vl1icl1 proclaimed "[\у]е

designated tl1e G-20 to Ье tl1e ргеппег [огшп Гог оцг пиегпапопа! economic соорегапоп." Оцг esteemed
friend and Ьготпег, Ргеsidепt ОЬата of Пте United States, repeated шеве sentiments [гот this роdiшn а

[е\у days ago \vl1en 11е stated '\уе made tl1e G20 tl1e [оса! point [ог international соопйпапоп.'

Saint Vincent and tl1e Gгепаdiпеs \vas not inclllded among tl1e '\уе" \VIIO estabIis!1ed tl1is гole [ог tl1e G20
'П Pittsbпrgl1. Indeed, \уе, like 172 ошег гпегпэег states, \уеге not admitted to tl1e meeting, \уе sa\v по

agenda, and \уе read по пппшея of tlle disспssiопs tl13t took place. As dedicated champions of tl1e UN
Спапег, \уе also note tl13t Агtiсlеs 1 and 55 оftl13t document designate tl1e United Nations as tl1e [огнт

[ог iпtегпаtiопаl economic cooperation and sollltions.

Indeed, онг calltion tО\VЮ'ds tl1e G20 сап Ье fOllnd in Pl'esident Obama's уегу endorsement of it: "becallse
in а \vorld \уl1еге ргоsрегity is тоге diffllse, \уе IllllSt broaden онг сiгсlе of cooperation to inclllde
emerging economies - есопошiеs [гот еуегу согпег of tl1eglobe." \Уе cOllld not аgгее тоге.

'П tl1e \vake of \\'огst financial crisis since tl1e Gceat Depression, 172 economies SllOllld not Ье locked out
of economic discllssions, \vaiting anxiollsly оп tl1e dоогstер of tl1e G20 [ог signals and роНсу sl1ifts tlJat
affect ОllГ continlled sllгvival. We 'п tl1e Caribbean l13vе Ьееп disproportionately and devastatingly
affected Ьу tl1e crisis - \vl1icl1 \уе played по гоlе in creating. Yet \уе l13vе Ьееп fогсеd to rely оп fi'iendly
nations as iпtегlОСlltО1'S оп OllJ" Ьеlшlf. We ЬеНеуе tl13t tlJe dеliЬегаtiопs and decisions oftlle G20 - [гот

its тiSllпdегstапdiпg of tl1e VlllпегаЬilitiеs of smal1, I1igbly indebted middle-income cOllntries to its
dгaconian olltlook оп offsllOre financial services - \vollld l13vе Ьепеfittеd [гот OllГ perspective.

\Уе tllerefore саl1 оп tl1e UN шетЬегsl1iр to give meaning to tl1e \vords of OllГ СI13гtег, and to reestabIisl1
онг body as а [OГllт [ог meaningflll SOllltions and соорегаtiОl1 оп economic matteI's. We n1l1st геiпvigогаtе
tl1e \vork ofECOSOC. We n1l1st гепе\у tl1e mandate oftl1e Ad Нос Working GГОllр to decisively [оI10\у

HP оп tl1e issues contained in tl1e Olltcome of tl1e Conference оп tl1eWorld Financial and Economic Crisis
and its Impact оп Development.

Good global gоvегпапсе Шllst tl1егеfоге Ье ргетisеd оп globa! inclllsivity. Tl1is, Мг. President, is ОНГ fiftl1
point. No сотег oftl1e \vorld SllOllld Ье exclllded [гот participation in tl1e globa! family.

'П tlшt regard, \уе опсе again I1igbligl1t tl1e case of OllГ fгiепds in Tai\van. TI1e United Nations and its
Specia1ized Agencies Шllst find \vays to ensпre tl1e шеапiпgflll рагtiсiраtiоп of tlle 23 шilliоп people of
Таi\VЮ1. JllSt as tl1eiJ" есопошiс stгепgtl1 11as шегitеd inclllsion in tlle WTO, and tl1e lшivегsаlity of global
l1ealtll сl13llепgеs l13vе 10gical1y compel1ed tl1eiJ" рю·tiсiраtiоп in tl1e Wогld Hea!tl1 AssembIy, so too
SllOllld tl1e global reacll of climate сl13пgе merit tl1e meaningflll participation of Tai\van in tl1e UNFCCC.
TI1e interconnectedness of global air tгаvеl, and OllГ sl13геd safely conceгns, siтilагlу mandate tl1e
participation оfТаi\VЮ1 in tl1e InteГl1ational Civil Aviation Апtlюгity. Tl1is is not tl1e case of а tiny NGO,
to Ье al1o\ved ог denied meaningflll parlicipation оп some Ьнгеаllсгаtiс \vI1im. Tl1is is а legitimate and
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vibrant ехргевзюп of Пте ancient and поЬ!е Chinese culture, \vitll а population 200 times lal"ger tlшп that
of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. '

Тпе govemment and people of Tai\vaI1 lшvе advanced а reasonable and responsible policy of engagement
to цэпег а пе\у ега in cross Strait relations, and ап Iшvе enviab!e record of development cooperation and
assistance. 'Пзе iпtепшtiопаl сопппцппу сап and SllOUld епсошаgе and I"e\vard t!Jis геэропзйяе global
citizens!Jip \vitl1 meaningful рагпсграпоп in the relevant specialized agencies.

Simi!arly, ап urgent and тоге inclusive геfопn to tl1e membersl1ip ofthe United Nations Security Council
is Пте litmus test of оиг уеl"Ьаl commitments to govemance, геюпп and revitalization. 'Птеге is simply по

justification for tl,e continued exclusion of tl1e entire African continent ог отпет po\verful and influential
emerging po\vers from permanent membersl1ip in the Sесшity Council. 'Пте defenders of Пте status qllO
гпау soon find tlшt tl1ey аге protecting ап increasingly irl"elevantand illegitimate institlltion. Номеуег, \уе

feeI tIшt tl1e Совпей is too important to Ье allo\ved to \vl1itl1el" into obsolescence. Rеfопп and expansion
of the permanent and поп-реппапепт membersl1ip of tI1e Secllrity Соцпсй, including а provision of
dedicated поп-реппапепгmembership [ог small isIand developing states, is ап imperative tlшt is !ong past
due.

Saint Vincent and tI1e Grenadines is proud to Iшvе announced its candidacy for а поп-реппапегп seat оп

tl1e SecllГity Council [ог tlle 2020-2021 тепп. 1f successful, \уе \vould Ье Пю smallest соцпггу ever, Ьу

роршапоп, to осецру sllcl, а position, and only tl1e fourth of CARICOM's 14 UN Member States to
азвшпе SUCll а responsibiIity. Оцг bid is premised оп tl1e I1istol"ical ехсшзюп of САЮСОМ states and
sms fl"om tl1is critical body, and tl1e vallle tlшt \ve believe оцг pl"esence and perspective \vill bl"ing to tl1e
Counci!'s deliberations.

Saint Vincent and tl1e Gl"enadines шаkеs miniscllle monetary and military cont1'iblltions to tl1e UN. Bllt
Ollr contriblltion to tl1e maintenance of intemational реасе and sесшity is measllГed in OllГ l1istorica!
aversion to \vars, ош cll!tllГe of to!erance, реасе and p!llГa!ity and а small state pel"spective tlшt

lшdеl"stапds tlшt реасе is not aI\vays best acl1ieved \vitl1 miIlions of dollars 01" al"med enforcers, bllt often
\vitl1 dia!oglle and small but meaningflll реасе bllilding actions. Ош' contriblltion is succinctly captнred in
оиl" national шоttо, \VI1iCI1, transIated from Latin, reads simply "Реасе and Justice."

Sixtll, апd шоst importantly, \уе must пеуег Ье sl1y to llse tl1is institlltion to opel"ationalise онг comnlOnIy
I1elc! ambitions fOl' а better \vol"ld, and to tackIe tlle globa! issues of Онг day. Тоо often, \уе spend tiше

lo\vering -I"athel" tlшп I"ising to meet - tl1e expectations of а \vor!d tlшt is c!amol"ing for онг leadersl1ip.

Ош continued failul"es to асЫеуе а Ыпdiпg solution оп climate сIшпgе шitigаtiоп and adaptation is а case
in point. 1п tl1e шопtl1S since the painflll lessons of tl1e so-саllесI Сорепlшgеп Accol"d, devastating floods
in Pakistan and I1eat \vaves and fires in Russia Iшvе tallgl1t llS again tlшt пО nation is imn1llne fгош tlle
reacl1 and impact of сIiшаtе сIшпgе. But tl1e vll!nerabiIity of !агgе nations to rtlinolls 11lIrricanes, floods
and fiгеs does not approacl1 Нlе уегу 1ll1ique and specific existentia! vll!пегаЫ!itiеs of small is!and
developing states. For \VIli!e all states аге vulnerab!e to паtша! disаstегs, оп!у SIDS аге tl1геаtепеd \vitl1
being \viped off tI1e шар епtiгеIу - of ceasing to exist.

As Sl1CI" Saint Viпсепt апd the Grenadines is поt iпtегеstеd iп tl1e lo\vering of expectations as \уе Ilead to
СаПСШ1. TIle need fOI" а binding and шеапiпgflll agl'eement оп сIiшаtе сlшпgе саШlОt Ье dеfепеd

indefinitely. And \уе vie\v \vitll disgust tl1e tгапsрагепt attempts to measure tl1e financial ог politicaI cost
of doing \vIшt must Ье done to save OllГ p!anet. We аге tl1геаtепiпg to destroy OllГ o\vn \vогld, as \\'е

sIшmеlеssIу squabble оуег dоllагs and dеgгееs. 1f \уе faiI in tllis епdеаvоuг, I1iSt01Y \vill 'оо" most
111lfavorabIy оп tl1e папо\v, sllОгt-tепп interests tl1at \\'е p!aced aIlead of ош· o\vn sшvivаl. Saint Viпсепt

and tIle Grenadines Iшs по iпtегеst in fiddling merl"iIy \vl1iIe the eartI1 dro\vns, suffocates ог ЬuП1S. CIimate
сlшпgе is tl1e g!obaI cl1allenge of ош· time, and fаiIuге and deIay сап по longer Ье а viabIe option.
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Мг, Pгesident,

ln а similaг vein, and in Пте inteгest of time, Saint Vincent and the Gгenadines еспоез and adopts as оцг

о\уп tlle proposals епппсгагеп Ьу оцг САЮСОМ sisteг states foг ргогпрг action оп Пте global challenges
of поп-соmmппiсаblе diseases, small аппз, пагсоtiсs and tгansnational спгпе, tlle decade~old Dо]ш

Development Rоппd of tгade negotiations, ппегпапопа! соорегаtiоп in tax matteгs, and сопсевзюпа!

аssistапсе and debt гейег foг middle income islапd states. \Ve саппот аНо\у паггов' ideological agendas to
distгact us 01' detгact fгom Н,е ассошрйзпгпепг oftJ1ese tasks, цроп \Vl,ic], thеге is bгoad аgгеетепt.

Fiпаllу, Мг. Ргеsidепt,

А сгцста! сотпропеш oftlle оvегагс!1iпg pгinciple of sоvегеigп еqпаlity is tlшt of sovereignty itself. We
believe \vhоlе],еагtеdlу tlшt, in the \vогds of Н,е gгeat СагiЬЬеап singeI' апd роет БоЬ Maгley, "еуегу тап

lшs а гigllt to decide 11is о\уп destiny." We t11eгefoгe гeject, \vitll еопа! fегvог, апу fогеigп 01' опtsidе

iпtегfегепсе in tJ1e dетосгаtiс pгocesses of independent states. 'Пив is а ргшстр!« проп \Vl1iCl1 \уе аге

tll1yielding. In тапу of оцг small сошппеэ, it takes only а fe\v miпоr тпегсепапез, and ideo]ogically
misgl1ided 01' misinfOlmed тilliопаiгеs, to fппdатепtаllу йтгеагеп Н,е fabгic of оцг fr'agile democгacies.

Uпfогtппаtеlу, tl1ese inteгlopers аге often aided and abetted Ьу t110se цпрашопс оррогшпыв \VI1O see
sоvегеigпty as а fппgiblе commodity, to Ье Ьагtегеd and tгaded to Пте l1igl1est пешпоив biddeг for впоп

тепп political gain.

Sаiпt Viпсепt and Пте Gгепаdiпеs is рорпlаtеd Ьу а ргопd and noble реор!е, \Vit], а llistory of fiегсе

stпrgglе foг fгееdош and independence. Тпеге is а steel in tlle рвуеле of оцг Caгibbean civi]ization апd its
Viпсепtiап согпропепт. А steel fагgеd in tlle fiгes of slavery and genocide, апd beaten оп t],e апvil of
союгпайзгп, ехрюпапоп and гesistance. Ош' sшаll size belies оиг iпdоmitаblе sрiгit. We possess ап

iпdерепdепсе tllat ппdегgiгds СпЬа's ],eгoic геsistапсе to ап tтjпst апd iпtеmаtiопаllу сопdешпеd

blockade. \Ve ]шvе а stгепgtll tlшt iпfопns Н,е nobility oftlle Haitian people's response to ппimаgiпаblе

tгаgеdу. 'Ne lay сlаiш to а J'esi!ierlce t1шt is etcl1ed in онг collective Ыstогу, and геvегЬешtеs in tJ1e names
of Оl1Г гegion's nationall1eroes; like Nаппу, Gагvеу, Бtlssа, Maгti, апd Сlшtоуег, to пате btlt а fe\v.

Оl1Г dешосгасiеs сап neitlleI' Ье Ьопgllt, sold, по!' iпtimidаtеd. Апd Оl1Г commitment to tl1e dешосшtiс

iпсll1sivi(у oftl1e Uпitеd Nаtiопs and tl1e Sl1pгemacy ofits Сlшrtег is similaгly ппslшkеаblе.

It is аgаiпst tbls Ьасkdгор, Мr. Ргеsidепt, tlшt УОl1 \уш find Saint Viпсепt апd t],e Gгепаdiпеs (о Ье а

stгопg аllу iп уопг еffогts to гееstаblis11 tl1e сепtгаl гole Oft11is body iп таttегs ofglobal gоvегпапсе.

1tlшпk уоп.
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