
 
 

 
 
About the Arab Foundations Forum (AFF) 
 
AFF was established to bring together efforts to create a united Arab philanthropic platform. The 
Forum aims to link grant-making foundations in the Arab region under a structure for transparent 
communication between various foundations both regionally and internationally. This group effort 
aims to strengthen and impact social development in the region. Its initiatives include, among 
many others, creating a network for philanthropists to share information, foster dialogue and 
experiences, and support one another to mobilize private capital for public benefit.  
 
 
AFF Vision 
 
Strategic Arab philanthropy, in partnership with all sectors of society, and with growing social 
responsibility and investment, advancing public good and the well-being of citizens in the Arab 
region. 
 
 
AFF Mission 
 
The Arab Foundations Forum is an association for foundations in the Arab region to foster 
dialogue, networking, learning and collaborating among themselves and with partners in order to 
strengthen the capacity of Arab philanthropy to fulfil its vision. 
 
 
AFF Objectives 
 

• Establish strategic partnerships among foundations and with stakeholders from other 
sectors of society. 

• Improve the professional capacity and conduct of Arab foundations. 
• Enhance access to relevant information and best practice in the field of philanthropy. 
• Build transparent, accountable and socially responsible conduct of foundations. 
• Promote an enabling legal, fiscal and social environment to advance Arab philanthropy. 
• Improve AFF’s quality of operations, sustainability, institutional capacity, brand recognition 

and global outreach. 
 
 
AFF Value Added 
 
AFF sees the value added it brings to the Arab region as:  
 

• Building bridges among foundations and partners across the Arab world and abroad.  
• Improving professional conduct of Arab foundations to help them become leaders and 

role models in their respective countries.  
• Allowing Arab foundations to voice their aspirations and grievances concerning future of 

the region.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Role vis-a-vis Arab Foundation Sector 
 
AFF sees its role vis-a-vis the wider Arab foundation field as:  
 

• Helping to build relationships among foundations and partners. 
• Addressing long term sustainable development in the region. 
• Building transparent, accountable and socially responsible conduct of foundations. 
• Supporting development of more professional and strategic philanthropy. 
• Creating discourse to advance Arab philanthropy. 
• Directing private giving to public benefit. 

 
 
AFF Board of Directors (BoD) 
 
Chairman 
Prof. Dr. Marwan Awartani, Secretary General, Universal Education Foundation (UEF), Palestine  
 
Vice-Chairman 
Ms. Dima Bibi, Chief Executive Officer, INJAZ for the Creation of Economic Opportunities for 
Jordanian Youth, Jordan 
 
Treasurer 
Mr. Hammam Zare, General Manager, The Society of Majid Bin Abdulaziz for Development and 
Social Services, Saudi Arabia 
 
Secretary 
Ms. Sallama Namani, Manager, Makhzoumi Foundation, Lebanon  
 
Prof. Dr. Gannat El-Samalouty, Executive Director, Sawiris Foundation for Social Development, 
Egypt 
 
Dr. Atallah Kuttab, Director General, Welfare Association, Palestine/Switzerland 
 
Ms. Mona Al-Bahar, Senior Executive Advisor for Social Development, Emirates Foundation, 
United Arab Emirates 
 
 
Contact Information:  
 
Luma Hamdan 
Director  
Arab Foundations Forum (AFF) 
P.O. Box 840888 
Amman 11184 - Jordan 
Tel. (+ 962-6) 585 0600 Ext. 24 
Fax (+ 962-6) 585 5050 
 
hamdanl@arabfoundationsforum.org   
www.arabfoundationsforum.org 
 
 


