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ISSUES NOTE 

 
Background 
 
In September 2015, the United Nations will adopt a transformative new development agenda. Looking 
forward, multi-stakeholder partnerships between business, NGOs, Governments, the United Nations 
and other actors are expected to play an important role in its implementation. 
 
Key to the success of the 2015 plan will be achieving consensus on issues such as how the new 
sustainable development goals will be implemented, funded and translated at a country level. 
Stakeholders will demand greater accountability drawing on important lessons from the present global 
partnership for development and Millennium Development Goals, namely a greater monitoring 
framework must be devised. The overarching challenges of inclusion and poverty alleviation will also 
require strategic and innovative partnerships. 
 
Over the last fifteen years, a growing number of partnerships within and outside the United Nations 
have tried to promote the achievement of the MDGs however many have fallen short of delivering 
results.  In preparation for the new development agenda, the ECOSOC has discussed the role of 
partnerships jointly with the General Assembly in May 2014 and at a special meeting of the Council 
on 27 February 2015.  It is important that in the transition from the MDG’s to the Sustainable 
Development goals, all stakeholders keep in mind the overarching vision and overlapping goals.  
 
Moving in the right direction  
 
Clarifying outcomes and managing the transition to the new development agenda will require fresh 
perspectives and insight to meet the growing demands of delivering on sustainability. Partnerships 
must be aligned with the new agenda and its 17 goals and sub-targets. These new universal goals 
should build on existing successful mechanisms and processes and will require a monitoring and 
review mechanism with clear benchmarks and criteria to measure results. They should also have 
stronger intergovernmental oversight which would help to instill trust and confidence.  
 
While it is increasingly understood that multi-stakeholder partnerships are complex organizational 
structures, and no two are completely alike, a better framework for information and accountability 
could be developed and utilized to ensure that selected partnerships are reviewed appropriately.   
 
In line with this objective, the Partnerships Forum will look broadly at how to improve on the ways 
that partnerships can deliver on UN goals and mandates at an operational level. This dialogue will 
address lessons learned from partnerships in support of the MDGs and how to stimulate opportunities 
for new alliances in the post-2015 era.  It will also examine the effectiveness of partnerships by 
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focusing on how to best measure results. Practical examples in the area of science, education and 
policy-making will anchor the dialogue.  
 
Multi-stakeholder Partnerships – Success stories and Lessons learned 
 
The end of the MDG’s marks the end of an era of new learning and reflection. While it is 
increasingly clear that there is no simple roadmap or one-size-fits-all recipe for effective 
partnerships—there are many promising gains.  
 
A growing body of research and review mechanisms helps paint a clearer picture of global 
partnerships that demonstrate impact and suggests ways for more effective delivery of 
services. Many of the most effective Multi-Stakeholder Partnerships (MSPs) now include 
business, government and civil society. Examples include: The Global Alliance for Vaccines 
and Immunisation (the GAVI Alliance), the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI), the 
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP), the Forest Stewardship 
Council (FSC) and the UN Global Compact CEO Water Mandate. All are linked with the 
United Nations and have common elements behind their success, which could play a role 
when developing criteria for future partnerships.  
 
These successful partnerships all have a solid organizational structure with clear objectives, 
as well as a defined timeline, strong leadership and secure funding. Other key features 
include strong governance and a management structure which provides for a well-developed 
monitoring system and feed-back mechanisms. Such monitoring allows for stronger resource 
management, which is necessary for present and future funding. 
 
Building better accountability architecture: Measuring Results  
 
Monitoring and reporting remains at the heart of much of the discussion on building effective 
and meaningful partnerships. The progress on the implementation of the ambitious new post-
2015 development agenda will require the development of an enduring and dynamic 
framework and platform to engage all development actors. A strong multilateral system 
backed by effective monitoring of commitments will be needed to link actions and resources 
to development results. 
 
Looking ahead, there is a growing consensus that means of implementation will be 
incorporated into each sustainable development goal and multi-stakeholder partnerships 
could potentially be linked with each SDG. Member states and other stakeholders have 
requested a more rigorous participatory review process and a monitoring framework to hold 
governments, businesses and international organizations accountable for results. While the 
exact make-up of the review process is under discussion, there is agreement that the 
monitoring of partnerships must be an integral part of the more comprehensive, multi-layered 
reviews of the implementation of the post-2015 development agenda.    
 
Building on a wide range of input and dialogue, including the special ECOSOC meeting on 
Partnerships held on 27 February, stakeholders have laid the ground work and reinforced the 
notion that voluntary partnership commitments made to the United Nations should be linked 
to global agreements. And multi-stakeholder partnerships involving the UN should, inter alia:  
 

• serve the purposes and principles embodied in the Charter of the United Nations;  
• respect the core values and principles of the United Nations; 
• complement and not serve as a substitute to traditional Official Development Assistance and 

other existing bilateral and multilateral commitments; 
• be consistent with both national laws and national development strategies and plans.     
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Opportunities for Catalyzing New Partnerships: Unfinished Business  
 
Given the importance of collaborating on cross-cutting issue areas like education and science, 
the potential to create new partnerships models is vast. While the MDGs focused on quantity 
of education and enrollment rates, it is expected that the SDGs will encourage a focus on the 
quality and financing of education and its role in improving livelihoods. Transformational 
multi-stakeholder partnerships like the Global Partnership for Education and the UN Global 
Education First Initiative have galvanized new actors and raised awareness for significant 
changes needed in education that go beyond improving access. For example, the Education 
First Initiative launched by the Secretary-General focuses on three priority areas and rallies 
partners to mobilize resources in support of global education efforts. The initiative includes 
private sector partners and 16 champion countries to leverage support for education among 
governments. Such advocacy efforts helps provide information on learning outcomes and 
hold governments, teaching institutions and donors more accountable for demonstrating 
results.  
 
Similarly, other key MSPs, including, Every Women, Every Child have reinvigorated much of 
the progress on global and maternal health. The initiative has engaged new stakeholders and 
enhanced cooperation on systemic issues that also forge the much-needed link between health 
and education. Invariably, such partnerships also recognize that the public and private sectors 
are pivotal to catalyzing large-scale changes in behavior. Tackling development issues like 
health and education will require the core competencies of each.  
 
In science, especially through technology and innovation, new partnerships will likely 

continue 
to play a critical role in building capacity and deepening access to knowledge. Science is vital 

for  
enhancing sustainable development because it often offers strategies for the resolution of 
other global issues. Science also allows for advances in areas such as health, energy, water, 
risk  
reduction and food security. Because of the great disparities among countries in ICT, there 

will  
likely be a greater need for more open data, especially to address complex issue areas such as 
climate change adaptation1.  
 
Reality Check: Designing partnerships for the future 
 
As countries and governments work to transform their economies for inclusive and 
sustainable growth, the effectiveness of past, present and future partnerships cannot be 
ignored. A compelling vision and a policy framework are required for alignment and 
oversight if the Post-2015 Development Agenda is to be successful. The framework has to 
outline an architecture for oversight and basic principles to better guide multi-stakeholder 
partnerships associated with the United Nations and a process for their review. The 
framework could assess impact and measure results to increase insight into best practice 
models and other scalable solutions delivered through partnership modalities. The role of 
ECOSOC could be to provide a much-needed platform for member states and other 
stakeholders to examine trends, strategies, innovations and lessons learnt from voluntary 
multi-stakeholder partnerships. Along these lines, the ongoing dialogue as part of the 

                                                             
1
 Felix Dodds, Multi-stakeholder Partnerships: making them work for the Post-2015 Agenda, February 2015 
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Partnership Forum in ECOSOC could serve to advance guidelines and review of UN-
associated multi-stakeholder partnerships, as well as play an active role in making 
recommendations on ways and means as well as efforts to enhance their coherence and 
effectiveness.  
 
Finally, to best monitor the performance and increase the transparency of partnership 
commitments, the High-level Political Forum (HLPF), under the auspices of ECOSOC, will 
play a key oversight role given its mandate to examine thematic partnerships linked to the 
sustainable development goals. The HLPF could help strengthen alignment by providing thematic 
reviews of partnerships.    
 
In the end, if the SDGs are to succeed, it will be critical to connect all the actors to mutually agreed 
parameters to measure success and in doing so build broader support for basic elements going 
forward. The real driver of change however, will be linked to improving the enabling environment to 
deliver on new and innovative partnerships and absorb the important legacy of the MDGs. 
 
Questions for consideration: 

 
  What are the key elements and lessons learned from the MDGs that could be considered in 

shaping a new approach in the Post-2015 era? Based on these, what concrete measures can be 
put in place to support the implementation of the SDGs from the outset?   

 
  How do we measure and evaluate partnerships? What types of partnership models have 

been successful in establishing clear monitoring and review policies? What are the challenges 
in monitoring progress and what needs to be addressed to set up clear and effective systems? 

 
  How do we decide which partnerships to review? What are the principles and guidelines that 

should govern partnerships with the United Nations? 
   
  What are some of the opportunities to develop new partnerships in key areas like science and 

education? How can the resources from these potential partnerships be leveraged to best 
advance the SDGs? 

   
  How can we promote cross-cutting partnerships to leverage the power of integration, for 

example in areas such as in health and education?  Should they be woven into existing 
partnerships?   How do we learn from past efforts and work more efficiently to scale-up and 
leverage existing resources? 

 
  What is the most appropriate architecture for multi-stakeholder partnerships in the post-2015 

era? 
 


