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ECOSOC 2011 

Annual Ministerial Review 
(AMR)  
Preparatory Process  
(Regional Preparatory Meet-
ings & National Voluntary 
Presentations)

The ECOSOC Annual Ministeri-
al Review (AMR) will be held in 

July 2011, in Geneva, on the theme 
“implementing the internationally 
agreed goals and commitments in 
regard to education.” The 2011 
AMR will provide an opportunity 
for ECOSOC to: 

Assess the state of implementa-
tion of the United Nations Devel-
opment Agenda with a focus on its 
education-related goals and objec-
tives; 

Analyze key challenges affecting 
the achievement of the internation-

ally agreed goals and commitments 
related to education;

Consider recommendations 
and proposals for action, including 
new initiatives and partnerships to 
accelerate the implementation of 
education-related objectives at all 
levels; 

Promote broad-based engage-
ment by encouraging input from a 
broad-range of stakeholders.

As part of the preparatory 
process, the Council is organizing 
a series of regional preparatory 
meetings, among them, a regional 
preparatory meeting on the theme 
“Innovative Approaches to Reach-
ing Women, Girls and the Margin-
alized in the Arab Region” on 9 
December 2010 in Doha, Qatar. 
The meeting will bring together 
a diverse group of regional stake-
holders to discuss how innovative 
approaches, policies and targeted 
interventions can help reach wom-
en, girls and the marginalized.  

A regional meeting on the 
theme “Education and the Millen-
nium Development Goals” will 
also be held on 25 March 2011 in 
Bangkok, Thailand, in conjunction 
with the 10th High-Level Meet-
ing on Education for All (EFA). The 
meeting will gather experts to dis-
cuss trends, challenges, policies and 
programmes on education in Asia 
and the Pacific and their impact on 
the achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goals.

For the 2011 AMR, thirteen 
countries have volunteered to 
make their National Voluntary Pre-
sentations (NVPs).  They are:  Ban-
gladesh; Belarus (Republic of); Ger-
many; Malawi; Mauritius; Mexico; 
Pakistan; Qatar (State of); Samoa; 
Senegal; Tunisia; Turkey; and Venezu-
ela (Bolivarian Republic of).  The 
preparations have already started 

THE ECONOMIC AND SO-
CIAL COUNCIL (ECOSOC) 

serves as the central forum for 
the discussion of international 
economic, social, humanitar-
ian and environmental issues, 
and for formulating policy rec-
ommendations addressed to 
Member States and the United 
Nations system. Through these 
discussions, the Council plays 
a key role in fostering interna-
tional cooperation for develop-
ment and in setting priorities 
for action.

The Council coordinates 
the economic, social and re-
lated work of the United Na-
tions Funds, Programmes and 
Specialized Agencies, and holds 
throughout the year several 
short sessions, ad hoc meetings, 
round-tables and panel discus-
sions with the participation of 
non-governmental stakehold-
ers, to prepare for its four-week 
substantive session in July. The 
work of the Council is also car-
ried out by the activities of its 
subsidiary and related bodies.

The Members of the Bureau  
of ECOSOC

President of ECOSOC

H.E. Ambassador  
Hamidon Ali (Malaysia)

Vice-Presidents of ECOSOC

H.E. Ambassador  
Octavio Errázuriz (Chile)

H.E. Ambassador  
Somduth Soborun (Mauritius)

H.E. Ambassador Alexandru 
Cujba (Republic of Moldova) 

H.E. Ambassador  
Morten Wetland (Norway)

Child at an outdoor class runs by the local 
community for the children of squatters in 
Vere, Jamaica.

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/amr/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/amr2010qatar.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/amr2011thailand.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/amrnational2011.shtml
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and national consultative meetings 
are expected to be completed by 
the end of February. The national 
reports are expected to be avail-
able in the six official languages of 
the United Nations by early June 
2011. This will allow the reviewing 
countries as well as all the Member 
States of the Council to study the 
reports before the national presen-
tations in July in Geneva.

The National Voluntary Presen-
tations (NVPs) provide a critical 
forum for sharing countries’ expe-
riences on key accomplishments 
and challenges in implementing 
national development strategies 
and policies.  The 2011 NVP pro-
cess provides an opportunity to 
address the implementation gaps 
and obstacles, which still prevent 
full implementation of the Brussels 
Programme of Action and Agenda 
21, as well as to highlight challenges 
such as conflict, disaster or scarce 
resources that exacerbate vulner-
ability. The lessons from these re-
views can also provide insights on 
national implementation to enrich 
the preparations for the Fourth 
United Nations Conference on the 
Least Developed Countries and 
the 2012 UN Conference on Sus-
tainable Development.

Development  
Cooperation Forum

Preparatory Process (Regional 
Meetings) 

In September 2010, the MDG 
summit “encouraged the contin-

ued efforts in the Development 
Cooperation Forum (DCF), as the 
focal point within the United na-
tions system, to carry out a holistic 
consideration of issues related to 

international development coop-
eration, with the participation of all 
stakeholders.”  

As the DCF embarks on its 
third phase leading up to the next 
Forum in 2012, its preparations will 
be guided by the goal to promote 
development cooperation and im-
prove its quality and results.  

An important challenge will be 
to build on the expertise gained 
during phase II of the DCF in de-
veloping global assessments and 
recommendations – as was done 
notably on the issue of mutual ac-
countability in development coop-
eration.  This will require expanded 
analysis and background studies.  A 
good example of the kind of re-
search to be produced is the first 
independent International De-
velopment Cooperation Report 
(IDCR) issued last September.  The 
IDCR builds on the analysis con-
ducted by the Forum over the last 
two years together with additional 
research.  

As 2015 draws near, the Fo-
rum is poised to facilitate open and 
evidence-based policy dialogue in 
High-level Symposia and other pre-
paratory meetings.  This should help 
to identify best practices.  It should 
also encourage provider and recipi-
ent countries alike, along with UN 
system agencies, civil society orga-
nizations, local governments, parlia-
mentarians, and the private sector, 
to make greater efforts to improve 
impact of development coopera-
tion on the Internationally Agreed 
Development Goals, including the 
MDGs. 

The forum will look closely at 
global trends in development co-
operation – such as the role of 
decentralized cooperation and of 
foundations from both the North 
and the South - which are increas-

ingly vital development coopera-
tion sources.  It is expected to pro-
mote a thorough discussion on aid 
quality issues, building on the pri-
orities of the range of development 
cooperation actors.  It will contin-
ue to focus on the three current 
strands of work (mutual account-
ability, South-South and triangular 
cooperation and policy coherence).  
The Forum will also look at devel-
opment cooperation for LDCs and 
other countries in special situations 
ahead of the Istanbul conference 
on LDCs.  Special attention will also 
be paid to development coopera-
tion for promoting sustainable de-
velopment.  This will help to build 
consensus on some critical issues 
leading up to Rio+20. 

A first preparatory high-level 
Symposium is expected to take 
place by the end of the first quar-
ter of 2011.  The meeting’s agenda 
will take shape in light of prepara-
tions for the LDC-IV Conference 
and the Fourth OECD/DAC High-
level Forum on Aid Effectiveness 
later that year.  

The MDG Summit outcome 
document also reaffirmed the role 
of ECOSOC, and in particular the 
AMR and the DCF, for the follow-
up to the MDGs.  In this regard, one 
could consider that the forum pro-
gressively move beyond a technical 
debate on mutual accountability 
to serve as a platform where de-
veloped and developing countries 
alike hold each other accountable 
on development cooperation com-
mitments.  The upcoming review of 
resolution 61/16, which mandated 
ECOSOC to hold the DCF, will 
look closely at how ECOSOC can 
discharge this role. 

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/dcf/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/julyhls/pdf10/10-45690_(e)(desa)development_cooperation_for_the_mdgs_max_results.pdf
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The role of ECOSOC and 
the Review of 61/16

ECOSOC 2010 Retreat 
“Building on Progress: Defin-
ing New Actions”  

At the initiative of the ECOSOC 
Bureau, the ECOSOC Retreat 

was organized on 29 – 30 October 
2010 by the Friedrich Ebert Stif-
tung.  It was co-sponsored by the 
Permanent Mission of Germany to 
the United Nations, with the Per-
manent Representatives of Malay-
sia, Mauritius, and the Republic of 
Korea to the United Nations being 
co-conveners.  Altogether there 
were 65 participants, of which 39 
were government representatives, 
including 20 participants at the 
Ambassadorial level.  The objective 
of the Retreat was to bring togeth-
er a cross-section of Permanent 
Representatives of Member States 
to the United Nations, senior level 
UN officials and experts to review 
the contributions of ECOSOC to 
multilateral process and coopera-
tion.  

The Retreat discussed the role 
of ECOSOC in global economic 
governance and prepared for the 
review of General Assembly reso-
lution 61/16 during its 65th ses-
sion.  In this regard, the Retreat 
highlighted ECOSOC’s experience 
with the Annual Ministerial Review 
(AMR) and the Development Co-
operation Forum (DCF) and re-
viewed the Council’s relation with 
the Peacebuilding Commission. The 
Retreat also addressed the role of 
ECOSOC in UN system-wide co-
herence (resolution 64/289).

It was clear from the discussions 
that Members States are generally 

pleased with the implementation 
of ECOSOC’s broadened mandate 
and scope of work since the 2005 
World Summit.  However, the par-
ticipants felt the need to further 
strengthen ECOSOC and deepen 
its engagement particularly by the 
involvement of Ministers of Finance 
and other line Ministries in its de-
liberations. Its agenda should reflect 
greater balance between social and 
economic development issues in 
order to achieve this. There was 
a strong sentiment that the MDG 
framework should provide the 
overall substantive backdrop to the 
work of the Council.

There was a strong support for 
DCF as a unique forum for dia-
logue among development coop-
eration ministers/practitioners and 
with civil society actors from the 
South and the North.  There was 
a recognition that it also opened 
up a space for policy debate with 
countries that provide South-South 
cooperation.  It was pointed out 
that the Forum has the potential to 
become a platform for mutual ac-
countability on the implementation 
of the MDG outcome document, 
but this role should be developed 
carefully.  Participants considered 
that annualizing the DCF could en-
able it to better discharge its broad 
mandate, respond to emerging is-
sues and engage Geneva based 
agencies.   There are, however, dif-
fering views on whether this should 
be done.  There is likewise no 
agreement on whether the DCF 
should have a negotiated outcome 
document.

On AMR, there was a broad 
support for this function and it was 
considered that AMR is going from 
strength to strength.  The AMR has 
advanced the international agenda 

on specific issues.  It has had an 
impact on the outcome document 
of the MDG Summit.  The National 
Voluntary Presentations (NVPs) 
need to be progressively strength-
ened and broadened.  The volun-
tary nature should be preserved 
while incorporating greater stake-
holder involvement and technical 
inputs. These could build on good 
practices such as the African Peer 
Review Mechanism and OECD/
DAC peer reviews.  A stronger an-
alytical framework would be useful.  
There was a strong call for the fol-
low-up mechanisms.  With regard 
to the themes after 2011, some 
themes were suggested, including 
capacity building, decent work and 
youth employment, infrastructure, 
or countries in special situation.

On economic governance, the 
legitimacy and convening power 
of ECOSOC as a Charter body of 
the UN was emphasized and it was 
stressed that this aspect be opti-
mized and the Council to be trans-
formed into a global economic co-
ordination council, which should be 
constituency-based and expanded 
to include BWIs and multilateral de-
velopment banks, as well as the UN 
development system.  It was also 
emphasized that ECOSOC should 
not be seen just as a Council, but 
as a system comprised of subsidiary 
organs and functional bodies. It was 
pointed out that the relationship of 
ECOSOC with the G20 should be 
improved through the development 
of an interface between the two 
and the identification of issues for 
such an interface.

On system-wide coherence, the 
Retreat felt that ways and means 
should be devised within ECOSOC 
to strengthen the link between the 
policy and operational levels of 
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the Organization’s work, comple-
mented by enhancing coherence in 
national governments.  There were 
suggestions for strengthening the 
working relationship and added-
value of ECOSOC with respect 
to the work of the Peacebuilding 
Commission.

The President’s Summary of 
the 2010 ECOSOC Retreat and 
other documents on the Retreat 
are posted on the ECOSOC web-
site.  http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/
meetings/ecosocretreat.shtml

PAST ACTIVITIES

Substantive Session of 
ECOSOC, New York, 28 
June - 23 July 2010 

High-level Segment  
(28 June – 2 July 2010) 

Gender equality and the em-
powerment of women, the 

mainstreaming of gender perspec-
tives in all Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs), and the challenges 
of international development co-
operation were the focus of the 
High-level Segment of the Eco-
nomic and Social Council (ECO-
SOC), organized at UN Headquar-
ters from 28 June to 2 July. 

More than 700 participants 
representing governments, multi-
lateral organizations, aid agencies, 
civil society, private sector and aca-
demia discussed long-term com-
mitments to improve and bring 
visibility to gender equality and the 
empowerment of women. They 
also addressed the international 
development cooperation and its 
coherence, accountability and ef-

fectiveness in support of the real-
ization of the MDGs.

High-profile figures were pres-
ent at the High-level Segment, 
among them, Michelle Bachelet, 
former President of Chile; Andrew 
Mitchell, Secretary of State for Inter-
national Development, United King-
dom; Geena Davis, Academy Award 
Winner; Andris Piebalgs, European 
Commissioner for Development, 
and more than 40 ministers. 

Under the overall theme of the 
2010 Annual Ministerial Review 
(AMR), “Implementing the interna-
tionally agreed goals and commit-

ments in regard to gender equal-
ity and empowerment of women”, 
the Council organized a series of 
panels and roundtable discussions.   
Thirteen countries (Australia, Bra-
zil, France, Guatemala, Moldova, 
Mongolia, Namibia, The Nether-
lands, Norway, Portugal, Republic of 
the Congo, Republic of Korea and 
The United States) presented their 
experiences in implementing their 
national development strategies to 
achieve the internationally agreed 
goals.

At the closing of the Substan-
tive Session, ECOSOC President 
Hamidon Ali said that the “Council 
has made a strong contribution to 
making 2010 a watershed year for 
women through its Annual Ministe-
rial Review. A key message emanat-
ing from the High-level segment is 
that gender equality and the em-
powerment of women sit squarely 
at the heart of development and 
peace worldwide, and that the 
international community must re-
main fully committed to these ef-
forts.”

The Second Development Co-
operation Forum (DCF) of ECO-
SOC organized also during the 
High-level Segment took place on 
29 and 30 June 2010 at United Na-
tions Headquarters in New York. 
The DCF reviewed trends and 
progress in international develop-
ment cooperation and promoted 
greater coherence in the develop-
ment activities of different partners. 
It also identified gaps and obstacles 
in international development co-
operation and made recommen-
dations on practical measures and 
policy options. The DCF also sent 
a clear political message to the 
General Assembly’s High-level Ple-
nary Meeting on the MDGs on the 
importance of sustaining and im-
proving development cooperation 
against the backdrop of the crises.

Mr. Ali said the “Forum, has suc-
cessfully established itself as one 
of the primary arenas for global 
dialogue and policy review of the 
effectiveness and coherence of 
international development coop-
eration. The evidence shows that 
despite the dramatically changed 
global economic landscape, official 
development assistance (ODA) 
and other development financing 

ECOSOC President opens 2010  
High-level Segment

 

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/julyhls/index10.shtml
http://webcast.un.org/ramgen/ondemand/conferences/ecosoc/2010/ecosoc100628am-eng.rm?start=01:03:44&end=01:17:28
http://webcast.un.org/ramgen/ondemand/conferences/ecosoc/2010/ecosoc100628am-eng.rm?start=00:35:23&end=00:45:39
http://webcast.un.org/ramgen/ondemand/conferences/ecosoc/2010/ecosoc100628am-eng.rm?start=01:57:18&end=02:03:35
http://webcast.un.org/ramgen/ondemand/conferences/ecosoc/2010/ecosoc100629am-eng.rm?start=00:19:59&end=00:31:34
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/julyhls/index10.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/president/statement_2010/ecosoc%20president%20closing%20substantive%20sessioni_22%20July.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/2010dcf0.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/dcf/index.shtml
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are essential in ensuring progress 
towards attaining the Goals, now 
more than ever.”

A Ministerial Declaration was 
adopted by ECOSOC at the clos-
ing of the High-level Segment on 2 
July. The Declaration stressed the 
need to invest more in women 
and girls. Member States also em-
phasized, among other things, the 
importance to strengthen the full 
integration of women into the for-
mal economy, boost national and 
international efforts to prevent 
and eliminate all forms of violence 
against women and girls, and im-
prove access to health systems for 
women and girls.

Mr. Ali stressed that the “Ministe-
rial Declaration serves as a pivotal 
action point on progress, challenges 
and implementation gaps. It identi-
fies strategies to effectively imple-
ment international commitments on 
gender equality and opens new win-
dows of collaborative actions, part-
nerships and engagement of new 
and diverse stakeholders. The decla-
ration served as a useful source for 
agreement on the MDG Outcome 
document on issues of gender 
equality and empowerment.”

Dialogue with the Execu-
tive Secretaries of the 
Regional Commissions  
(2 July 2010) 

The High-level Dialogue of the 
Executive Secretaries of the 

UN Regional Commissions with 
the Economic and Social Council 
was held on 2 July 2010, and ad-
dressed the theme “Gender Equal-
ity and Empowerment of Women 
in the Implementation of the 
MDGs: The Regional Perspective”. 

The Executive Secretaries of-
fered overviews of the progress 

made towards achieving gender 
equality and empowerment of 
women in their respective regions, 
and highlighted the main chal-
lenges faced by countries in this 
regard. The presentations revealed 
that progress on achieving gender 
equality was varied across regions 
and within regions, and different 
kinds of challenges were faced by 
countries in different regions which 
required focused and targeted ac-
tions.  All the regional presentations 
conveyed a common message of 
the critical importance of gender 
equality and empowerment of 
women towards the achievement 
of all the MDGs, and towards inclu-
sive and sustainable development.  

Mr. Abdoulie Janneh, the Ex-
ecutive Secretary of the Econom-
ic Commission for Africa (ECA) 
stressed that the achievement of 
gender equality is a sine qua non to 
the achievement of all the Millen-
nium Development Goals. He em-
phasized that while successes had 
been identified in the fields of pri-
mary education, women’s human 
rights and political advancements, 
the African Region has had limited 
success so far in its efforts to im-
prove maternal health, promote 
women’s participation in conflict 
prevention and resolution, reduce 
high rates of violence against wom-
en and girls, ensuring access to pro-
ductive resources and combating 
negative stereotypical tendencies 
towards women. In the light of the 
demonstrated positive linkages be-
tween gender empowerment mea-
sures and economic growth, issues 
of gender equality and the empow-
erment of women had to be given 
the needed prominence to make 
this possible.

Mr. Jan Kubis, the Executive 
Secretary of the Economic Com-

mission for Europe (ECE) stressed 
the need to act more decisively to 
convert political commitments into 
policies and practice. He called for 
effective implementation and en-
forcement of legislation. He identi-
fied this as a key challenge, and for 
further strengthening of National 
Mechanisms for gender equality, 
and mobilization of broad societal 
support for gender equality objec-
tives.  The prevailing gender gaps 
also had to be made visible by 
making them measurable, and this 
required good gender statistics. 

Ms. Noeleen Heyzer, the Execu-
tive Secretary of the Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (ESCAP) conveyed three 
key messages is her presentation: 

First, the Asia-Pacific region’s 
role in wider global progress to-
wards the MDGs and economic 
recovery, as well as in meeting the 
needs of its peoples, was severely 
constrained by the costs of gender 
inequality across the region; 

Second, steps to reverse this 
situation by putting gender equality 
and women’s empowerment at the 
top of existing collective agendas 
could provide the circuit breaker to 
reclaim lost momentum and galva-
nize progress towards achievement 
of the both MDGs and economic 
recovery; 

Third, to ensure real change and 
to protect and build on previous 
gains - women’s empowerment 
must be at the centre of politi-
cal and economic decision - mak-
ing. She identified two immediate 
priority areas for collective action 
in Asia and the Pacific: first, the 
need for gender responsive crisis 
response policies and measures, 
and second, the need to engender 

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/julyhls/pdf10/2010_ecosoc_highlevel_segment_ministerial_declaration.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/julyhls/pdf10/ecosoc_dialogue2010-flyer.pdf
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social protection policies and pro-
grammes.

Mr. Bader AlDafa, Executive 
Secretary of the Economic and So-
cial Commission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA) identified the following 
main challenges in the Western 
Asian region: Overall women’s la-
bour force participation in the 
Arab region was 22 per cent com-
pared with the world average of 56 
per cent. Discriminative legislation, 
gender wage gaps, lack of access 
to resources and cultural barriers 
contributed to the low level of 
women’s economic participation. 
Even though the Arab region has 
made significant progress towards 
reducing gender disparity and at-
taining gender equality in all three 
levels of education, disparities had 
increased between the sexes at 
higher levels of education. The rep-
resentation of women in national 
parliaments in the Arab region at 
10 per cent was one of the lowest 
in the world. He called for stronger 
political commitment and practical 
implementation of policies.

Mr. Antonio Prado, Deputy Ex-
ecutive Secretary of the Economic 
Commission for Latin America and 
the Caribbean (ECLAC) empha-
sized that the key to ending pri-
mary inequality between men and 
women was to change the social, 
political, cultural and economic bas-
es that underpin the sexual division 
of labour. Change could only be 
brought about through reforming 
the links between the basic institu-
tions of society, the State, the fam-
ily and the market, through public 
policies. The State had to take all 
the necessary steps, whether leg-
islative, institutional, educational, 
health-related, fiscal or related to 
women’s participation in decision-

making in order to do away with 
gender biases in the labour market 
and overcome the wage gap, seg-
mentation and discrimination.

During the interactive discus-
sion that followed, delegations from 
all regions called for the strength-
ening of the role of the Regional 
Commissions and requested them 
to work further to support Mem-
ber States in their efforts towards 
achieving gender equality and em-
powerment of women.

Coordination Segment  
(6 – 8 July 2010) 

The 2010 Coordination Seg-
ment took place for the first 

time over the course of three full 
days due to the incorporation into 
the segment of the agenda item 

“Financing for Development”.   This 
responded to Council resolution 
2009/30 which decided to give 
more prominence to the consider-
ation of this item within the sub-
stantive session.  

The first part of the segment 
was devoted to the role of the 
UN system in the follow-up to 

the Ministerial Declaration on 
global public health adopted by 
the Council in 2009.  The discus-
sions benefited from a high level 
participation, including of three UN 
Executive Heads and a Deputy Ex-
ecutive Head, as well as a number 
of high-level personalities, such as 
the Heads of global alliances in the 
health sector and major private sec-
tor representatives as well as the 
participation of the Personal Rep-
resentative of the Prime Minister of 
the host country for the recently 
held G-8 and G-20 Summits.  The 
discussions have constituted an im-
portant link towards the High-level 
plenary meeting of the General As-
sembly on the MDGs, and allowed 
for a review of major trends in the 
global health sector, including on in-
ternational aid commitments.

Two panels were organized 
during the segment.  The first one 
entitled “Towards a United Nations 
comprehensive policy response 
to global health challenges” took 
stock of efforts undertaken by the 
UN system since the adoption of 
last year’s Ministerial Declaration, 
considering progress achieved and 
critical gaps that had to be ad-

Doctor administers vaccinations at camp for displaced Haitians

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/julyhls/cs2010.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/docs/2009/resolution%202009-30.pdf


9

December 2010  ECOSOC e-NEWS Volume 9 / Number 3

Technology Transfer” and “Global 
Economic Governance”.  The first 
meeting, on South-South Coop-
eration, looked at the increasing 
importance of South-South co-
operation and its relevance to al-
leviating poverty, promoting trade 
and investment and enhancing aid 
effectiveness.  The second meet-
ing, on Global Economic Gover-
nance, discussed developments in 
the existing system of global eco-
nomic governance and reforms 
that could make it more equitable 
and effective. Among other things, 
consideration was given to ways to 
strengthen the role of the United 
Nations in global economic gover-
nance. The Council adopted reso-
lution 2010/26 which reaffirms the 
importance of staying fully engaged, 
nationally, regionally and interna-
tionally, in ensuring proper and ef-
fective follow-up to the implemen-
tation of the Monterrey Consensus, 
as reaffirmed in the Doha Declara-
tion on Financing for Development. 

Another innovation of this co-
ordination segment has been the 
Council’s interaction with the In-
ternational Association of Econom-
ic and Social Councils and similar 
Institutions (AICESIS), through an 
address by Mr. Antonio Marzano, 
President of AICESIS.  For the first 
time, AICESIS holds its annual Gen-
eral Conference at the United Na-
tions and at the time of the ECO-
SOC session.  

Regarding the role of the Coun-
cil in the integrated and coordi-
nated implementation of the out-
comes of and follow-up to major 
UN conferences and summits, the 
Council decided to postpone the 
consideration of the matter un-
til the General Assembly reviews 
the implementation of resolution 

61/16 on the role of the Council, at 
its sixty-fifth session.

Operational Activities Seg-
ment (9 – 13 July 2010) 

Taking place on the heels of the 
GA system-wide coherence 

process, the 2010 Operational Ac-
tivities Segment of ECOSOC (9 
- 13 July) rallied member states in 
a spirit of reform and reenergized 
the implementation of the GA’s 
policy guidance on UN operational 
activities for development. 

This year, innovations were in-
troduced in the Segment to bet-
ter connect the Council’s norma-
tive work to national realities: the 
day before the segment, a round 
table brought together national 
focal points for UN operational 
activities for development (Minis-
ters, Director-Generals and others) 
from nine programme countries.  It 
provided  a genuine assessment of 
UN’s work in various development 
situations. The stronger representa-
tion of experts from capitals greatly 
enriched the Council’s work during 
the segment itself.  The segment 
once again attested to the contin-
ued strong commitment of Mem-
ber States to the 2007 General 
Assembly Triennial Comprehensive 
Policy Review of UN operational 
activities (TCPR). 

The segment’s panel discussions 
and general debate revealed im-
portant achievements made by the 
UN development system in purs-
ing coherence, efficiency and effec-
tiveness in its operational activities.  
They showcased innovative ap-
proaches, including the “Delivering 
as One” pilot initiative at country 
level. The debates reaffirmed the 
core principles of national owner-

dressed.  The second panel entitled 
“Coordinating efforts for achieving 
the health-related Millennium De-
velopment Goals” looked at how 
efforts undertaken by major stake-
holders in the field of global public 
health, including the UN system 
and health alliances, could be better 
coordinated.  The Council adopted 
a rich and action-oriented resolu-
tion to guide the UN system in the 
health sector (resolution 2010/24).  

The Council held a discussion 
with Assistant Secretary-General 
Thomas Stlezer on the annual 
overview report of the UN system 
Chief Executive Board for Coor-
dination (CEB).  The coordination 
segment is now the designated part 
of the substantive session where 
the CEB report is presented and 
discussed.  This report focuses on 
major issues of system-wide con-
cern that are considered by CEB, 
particularly the response by the 
UN system to the world economic 
and financial crisis and the whole 
issue of climate change.  

Following this discussion, the 
Council reviewed progress towards 
the implementation of the Global 
Jobs Pact and the Social Protec-
tion Floor Initiative established by 
the CEB last year and led by ILO 
and WHO.  A panel was held on 
the matter, with practical country 
level analysis from Argentina and 
El Salvador.  The Council then ad-
opted a resolution (2010/25) that 
promotes the Global Jobs Pact and 
asserts the role of the Council in 
following up on its implementation. 

The discussions on Financing 
for Development were structured 
around two Interactive Plenary 
meetings entitled “South-South 
Cooperation and Financing for De-
velopment: Investment, Trade and 

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/docs/2010/res%202010-25.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/docs/2010/res%202010-26.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/julyhls/oa2010.shtml
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ship and leadership, and alignment 
with national development plans 
and priorities.  Great importance 
continues to be attached to capac-
ity development which should be 
at the core of the United Nations 
development system’s work.  In 
spite of the progress, there remain 
challenges in ensuring that the UN 
works in a coherent way.  This is 
true among others in the area of 
the simplification and harmoniza-
tion of business practices, especially 
at headquarters level. The quality 
and quantity of funding for opera-
tional activities for development, 
and the fragmented architecture of 
funding, also remain important is-
sues. Supporting capacity develop-
ment of UNCTs on policy advice 
was regarded as a priority for the 
entire UN system.

Moving forward, the Council 
is expected to provide more tar-
geted guidance on the preparation 
of the quadrennial comprehensive 
policy review (QCPR) during its 
next substantive session. It was also 
felt that the QCPR should serve as 
a mechanism to follow-up on the 
implementation of GA’s decisions 
on system-wide coherence. 

The Segment concluded with 
the adoption of a resolution, which 
calls for further measures to ensure 
the quality of the work of the UN 
development system at country-
level; the use of national expertise 
and capacities; and continued pur-
suit of efficiency.

Humanitarian Affairs Segment 
(13 – 15 July 2010) 

The ECOSOC Humanitarian Af-
fairs Segment (HAS) concluded 

on 15 July 2010 by adopting a con-
sensus resolution on ‘strengthening 

of the coordination of the emer-
gency humanitarian assistance of 
the United Nations.’ 

A total of 34 Member States, 
three regional groups and seven 
observers to ECOSOC including 
UN agencies participated in the 
ECOSOC General Debate. Many 
States expressed concern with 
the impact of global challenges on 
humanitarian needs and vulner-
abilities; and with the security of 
humanitarian operations and per-
sonnel. Most statements reaffirmed 
the humanitarian principles, and a 
considerable amount of statements 
stressed the importance of capac-
ity building for disaster risk reduc-
tion and prevention.

As in previous years, OCHA/
PDSB organized two formal panel 
discussions at the request of the 
Member States and coordinated 
seven informal side events.  Both 
panels were well attended and fea-
tured presentations by high-level 
government officials, UN agencies, 
the International Red Cross/Red 
Crescent Movement, academia and 
non-governmental organizations. 
The panel on ‘Humanitarian assis-
tance operations in highly hazard-
ous, or insecure and unsafe environ-
ments’ looked at lessons learned 
and discussed various threats 
posed to humanitarian operations 
and highlighted measures humani-
tarians can adopt to mitigate some 
of the challenges. It was moderated 
by Mr. John Holmes, Under-Secre-
tary-General for Humanitarian Af-
fairs and Emergency Relief Coor-
dinator and included the following 
speakers: Mr. Gregory Starr, Under-
Secretary-General, United Nations 
Department for Safety and Securi-
ty (DSS); Mr. Ramiro Lopes da Silva, 
Deputy Executive Director of Ex-

ternal Relations, World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP); Mr. Fyras Mawa-
zini, Executive Coordinator, NGO 
Coordination Committee for Iraq 
(NCCI); Mr. Martin Mogwanja, 
United Nations Humanitarian Co-
ordinator, Pakistan; Mr. Dominik 
Stillhart, Deputy Director of Op-
erations, International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC); and Mr. 
Alexander Aleinikoff, Deputy High 
Commissioner, Office of the Unit-
ed Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR).

The second session, also mod-
erated by the Under-Secretary-
General for Humanitarian Affairs 
and Emergency Relief Coordinator 
was entitled ‘Strengthening pre-
paredness for humanitarian emer-
gencies and the coordinated provi-
sion of humanitarian assistance, in 
particular, addressing the humani-
tarian needs of the affected popu-
lations and the factors that increase 
susceptibility to humanitarian 
emergencies’ and focused on disas-
ter risk reduction, vulnerability and 
humanitarian needs arising from 
global challenges. Is speakers were: 
Hon. Dr. Naomi Shaban, Minister 
of State for Special Programmes, 
Republic of Kenya; Mr. Saroj Kumar 
Jha, Manager and Head, Global Fa-
cility for Disaster Reduction and 
Recovery (GFDRR), The World 
Bank; Dr. Jemilah Mahmood, Chief 
of Humanitarian Response Branch, 
United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA); Dr. Peter Walker, Irwin H. 
Rosenberg Professor of Nutrition 
and Human Security and Direc-
tor, Feinstein International Center, 
Friedman School of Nutrition Sci-
ence and Policy, Tufts University; Mr. 
Laurent Thomas, Director, Emer-
gency Operations and Rehabilita-
tion Division, Food and Agricultural 

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/julyhls/has2010.shtml
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Organization (FAO); and Dr. Eric 
Laroche, Assistant Director-Gen-
eral, Health Action in Crises, World 
Health Organization (WHO).

 On Tuesday, 13 July, the informal 
ECOSOC event to discuss transi-
tion from relief to development 
took place. The event highlighted 
the successes and challenges of the 
national and international response 
to the 12 January earthquake dev-
astating Haiti and agreed on the 
importance of a coordinated long-
term approach to recovery. 

In the margins of the formal 
Segment, seven informal events 
were held: the annual “Consoli-
dated Appeals Process (CAP) 
2010 Mid-Year Review Launch” 
and events entitled: “The Power of 
Resource Flows – Tackling Issues of 
Financing for Transition”; “Resilient 
Cities: Disaster Risk Reduction in 
an Urbanizing World”; “Challenges 
for Gender Equality Programming 
in Humanitarian Action: Operating 
in High Risk Environments, Lessons 
from Haiti and Introduction to 
New Gender Tools”; “Environmen-
tal Emergencies: At Humanitarian 
and Environmental Crossroads”; 
“Human Rights in Humanitarian 
Emergency Response: A Contribu-
tion from the Special Procedures 

Mechanisms”; and 
the IASC “Launch of 
Report: Haiti – Six 
Months On”.

General Segment  
(16 – 22 July 2010) 

During the Gen-
eral Segment, 

the Council adopted 
a large number of 
resolutions and de-
cisions submitted by 
its subsidiary bodies 

for its consideration. As in previous 
years, it also considered a num-
ber of cross cutting issues. Among 
the key decisions adopted by the 
Council were:

»» A resolution on Tobacco use 
and maternal and child health, 
which calls upon Member 
States to include tobacco con-
trol in their efforts to improve 
public health, including mater-
nal and child health, and reduce 
child mortality, through pro-
tecting children and pregnant 
women from tobacco use and 
exposure to tobacco smoke.

»» The extension of the mandate 
of the Council’s Ad Hoc Advisory 
Group on Haiti until July 2012, 
with the purpose of closely fol-
lowing and providing advice on 
Haiti’s long-term development 
strategy to promote post-di-
saster socio-economic recovery, 
stability and reconstruction, with 
particular attention to the need 
to ensure coherence and sus-
tainability in international sup-
port for Haiti.

»» The resolve to take appropri-
ate policy measures and ac-

tions in support of the policies 
and measures of the least 
developed countries to enable 
them to overcome the nega-
tive impacts created by the 
multiple global crises, such as 
the economic and financial 
crises, concerns regarding food 
security, the energy crisis and 
the adverse impacts of climate 
change. 

»» Convening a discussion within 
the Council on international 
cooperation in tax matters by 
spring 2011.

United Nations peacekeepers distribute water and meals to the 
residents of Cité Soleil, Haiti.

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/julyhls/gs2010.shtml
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Coming out soon!

Dialogues at the Economic and Social Council: Achieving Gender 
Equality, Women’s Empowerment and Strengthening Develop-
ment Cooperation

This publication presents the key debates that took place during the 2010 
High-level Segment of the Economic and Social Council, at which ECO-
SOC organized its second biennial Development Cooperation Forum. The 
discussions also focused on the theme of the 2010 Annual Ministerial Re-
view, “Implementing the internationally agreed goals and commitments in 
regard to gender equality and the empowerment of women”.  
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