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SUMMARY 

 

A national development cooperation policy can guide, monitor and review the effectiveness 

and impact of development cooperation, as well as provide common standards and serve as a 

knowledge management mechanism. If linked to nationally-owned development strategies 

and financing frameworks, it can serve as a critical tool to help translate global aspirations of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development into aligned actions by all partners and long-

lasting results.  

 

A workshop held in the margins of the DCF Uganda High-level Symposium, with approxi-

mately 50 policy makers and practitioners from all stakeholder groups, concluded that all 

countries can benefit greatly from having national development cooperation policies in place. 

This requires robust investment in countries where such policies are not available.  

 

The following are headline messages from the workshop:  

The purpose and enablers of national development cooperation policies (NDCPs) 

 NDCPs have proven to be drivers of self-determined, impactful development co-

operation. Where in place, NDCPs spell out the purpose, objectives, principles, insti-

tutions and coordination arrangements – the raison d’être of development cooperation 

in specific national contexts.  

 NDCPs can promote the efficient and effective use of development cooperation 

for national sustainable development. They are a key accountability tool for all 

partners. 

 NDCPs should be embedded in the national development strategy. They take dif-

ferent forms in different countries, but should be interlinked and in line with the na-

tional development strategy and budget process. 

 NDCPs do not have to be a stand-alone document. Healthy overlap of NDCPs with 

different policies, without unnecessary duplication, should work to enrich the under-

standing of the role of development cooperation and its effective use.  

 NDCPs put countries and citizens first by: (i) informing budgeting and in-country 

allocation decisions based on needs and; (ii) promoting coherence, efficiency and in-

clusiveness of decision making processes.  

 The scope and context of NDCPs must be clear. NDCPs cover different types of re-

sources – financial cooperation, capacity support and policy change – and actors that 

NDCPs.
1
 NDCPs should reflect on how to ensure that development cooperation, do-

mestic resource mobilization and other private investment play complementary roles.  

                                                           
1
 See “What is development cooperation?”, by Jose Antonio Alonso and Jonathan Glennie: 

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/pdf15/2016_dcf_policy_brief_no.1.pdf  

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/pdf15/2016_dcf_policy_brief_no.1.pdf
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 NDCPs must be nationally owned. Government at highest level should use NDCPs 

to project a clear national vision for sustainable development, and to build trust with 

development partners and ensure continued, long-term engagement.  

 As a review tool, NDCPs should contain measurable indicators. Indicators should 

be clearly linked to national priorities and country results frameworks.
2
  

How can NDCPs support the 2030 Agenda? 

 NDCPs can inject new momentum in policy making for the 2030 Agenda. Adapt-

ing or creating new NDCPs can show the importance of different types of develop-

ment cooperation – financial and non-financial – for SDG implementation. While do-

mestic resources mobilization will be critical, external assistance will continue to sup-

port implementation, and thus needs to be effective and directed where needed most. 

Despite waning interest in recent years, mutual accountability for development coop-

eration becomes only more important with the 2030 Agenda. 

 NDCPs are key in ODA-dependent countries, yet are not adequately used by 

many countries with a diverse external investment portfolio. Even though by 2013 

at least 47 countries had NDCPs in place, many developing countries still do not have 

operational NDCPs.
3
  

Updating or designing new NDCPs 

 Updating or designing NDCPs can be an integral part of country efforts to local-

ize the 2030 Agenda and integrate the SDGs into national priorities. This process 

should be well informed by citizens, linking to national development plans and dis-

cussing how different sources of development cooperation and capacity building ef-

forts can contribute to national development. 

 NDCPs should capture how to promote policy coherence for development. The 

design of NDCPs should take into account all non-development policies with impact 

on the state of development at country level. They could also highlight the impact of 

illicit financial flows and other outflows that can erode the investment base of devel-

oping countries. NDCPs are a good vehicle to anchor robust review of progress in 

curbing such practices.  

 Multi-stakeholder task forces are good practice in NDCP design. They must en-

gage all stakeholders, including relevant government departments and partner repre-

sentatives at senior level. Civil society and parliament have an equally important func-

tion in this early phase of designing NDCPs, and often will require targeted capacity 

building to meaningfully engage.  

 Strong political will and authority at country level can shift dynamics. Country 

needs should be prioritized in the design process. Country leadership results, for ex-

ample, in avoiding external partners’ dominance in the work. To underscore this no-

tion, evidence-based findings on progress are key. This is all the more important with 

new partners following their own development priorities and a growing need for more 

constructive discussion on policy conditionalities and the danger of abrupt aid cuts.  

 Existing global guidance is an important starting point. The guidance notes for aid 

policies and mutual accountability shares key elements of drafts and can guide coun-

                                                           
2
 See Summary of Workshop 1 on Making use of country results frameworks for the 2030 Agenda for Sustaina-

ble Development. 
3
 See 2013 National Mutual Accountability Survey findings, section 3.1.1.:  

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/pdf13/dcf_germany_bkgd_study_2_ma_survey.pdf .  

139 countries were invited to participate in the survey.  

http://www.ipu.org/pdf/publications/national-aid-en.pdf
http://www.ipu.org/pdf/publications/national-aid-en.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/pdf14/ma_guidance_note.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/pdf13/dcf_germany_bkgd_study_2_ma_survey.pdf
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tries to develop new or review existing NDCPs together with their partners. They 

build on best practices and negative experiences in other countries.  

Use of NDCPs 

 Having NDCPs in place is not enough. A strong legal basis to NDCPs, paired with 

continued policy exchange and sustained capacity support, are vital to implement the 

guidance entailed in NDCPs. While it serves as a blueprint for national action, the dy-

namic and inter-related global environment within which development efforts take 

place will require NDCPs to be updated on a regular basis.  

 National parliaments should regularly review NDCPs.
4
 Rather than engaging a 

small group of MPs or committees, the parliament as a whole should have annual ses-

sions to review progress against NDCPs and their relevance. The DCF guidance notes 

mentioned above can help to promote better understanding of the requirements for ro-

bust NDCPs.  

The full list of background materials for this workshop and the DCF Uganda High-level Sym-

posium is available here: http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/dcfuganda.shtml 

For further questions, please contact the DCF Team at dcf@un.org.  

 

* * * 

                                                           
4
 In 2013, 72% of countries reviewed for the 3

rd
 national mutual accountability survey for the DCF indicated that 

the NDCPs were not reviewed by parliament. Only 26% indicated that their parliament required submission of 

progress reports on NDCPs.  

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/dcfuganda.shtml
mailto:dcf@un.org

