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SUMMARY 
 

A workshop in the margins of the DCF Uganda High-level Symposium brought together ap-

proximately 60 policy makers and practitioners from all stakeholder groups to discuss the 

potential of country results frameworks (CRFs) in development cooperation planning.  

Participants agreed that CRFs are urgently needed to support SDG implementation and that 

efforts must be stepped up to align priorities and objectives of providers of development co-

operation with those of governments.  

The workshop generated the following headline messages:  

The 2030 Agenda and development results 

 The 2030 Agenda is complex and involves more actors than any previous global 

vision for development. To be felt in people’s lives, the Agenda aims to tackle under-

lying and interrelated causes of underdevelopment. This will place increased burden 

on results measurement at all levels.  

 Measuring national results in development cooperation will remain vital to gar-

ner and shape future support. Governments must drive the production and sharing 

of information on results, and fully engage parliament and civil society.  

Strong reaffirmation of the need for CRFs in the SDG era 

 CRFs are the only reliable vehicle to produce comprehensive and measurable in-

formation linking development cooperation inputs, in all its forms, with results. 
CRFs can provide evidence of the impact that finance, capacity and policy advice con-

sidered development cooperation have on sustainable development. Yet, governments 

must also find ways to consider and integrate independent evaluations of results, from 

civil society and other sources.  

 CRFs are an essential learning tool to track progress and support SDG imple-

mentation. As vehicles for knowledge sharing and mutual learning, CRFs can help 

clarify roles and responsibility, strengthen domestic and mutual accountability and 

shape long-term M&E efforts in all countries towards the shared agenda.  

 CRFs can serve as a common policy space for development cooperation.  They are 

a rich source of information to guide working groups and policy debates on the results 

of development cooperation interventions at country level.  

Challenges for development cooperation providers  

 All development cooperation providers need to consider how they can achieve 

and measure results that contribute to the 2030 Agenda. This requires an inclusive 
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effort to integrate SDGs in providers’ development cooperation policies and frame-

works. Such efforts should not result in new partner reporting mechanisms.  

 All partners, in particular the private sector, should use CRFs of partner coun-

tries. Collaborative approaches are needed to work towards single CRFs for develop-

ment cooperation in each country. This requires a change in mind-set and culture, 

leading to the adaptation of monitoring systems towards partner country priorities. Ex-

isting provider frameworks should be replaced, whenever possible, to avoid perpetuat-

ing parallel and duplicative reporting structures.  

Lessons learned with country results frameworks  

 CRFs cannot exist as stand-alone policy. They must be intrinsically linked to na-

tional development cooperation policies and embedded in the national budget process.  

 CRFs depend on a common understanding of results priorities. For a comprehen-

sive, coherent CRF to work, it must be a natural extension of the National Develop-

ment Plan, and efforts are needed to ensure public participation in CRF design and 

use. 

 CRFs should aim to follow a simple and transparent structure. In this way, they 

can enable all stakeholders to understand and use them. This is probably the most dif-

ficult task. Tensions may arise as the result of competing motivations and priorities. 

Government leadership is critical to this.  Strong emphasis on transparency and ac-

countability in all policy making is key to promote the role of NDCPs. 

 CRFs will only be used if political leaders are involved. Results based management 

must permeate the culture of all actors. This is particularly key in countries were CRFs 

are not fully developed and in situations where only sub-sets of priorities may be fol-

lowed through, leading to a selective approach that focuses on “low hanging fruits”. 

Political leadership should be more than an endorsement of the CRF, but requires 

oversight and direct involvement by the political leaders 

 Where CRFs exist, there is no need for new tools, but for adaptation. CRFs should 

integrate SDGs in a way that they review progress on all ‘means of implementation’. 

Rather than creating new, duplicative structures, linkages to existing dialogue and 

learning opportunities are needed.  

 Getting CRFs right depends on a broader set of appropriate incentives. All de-

velopment cooperation actors have a role to play in results measurement. A better un-

derstanding of the national context and the implications of the 2030 Agenda and the 

development cooperation landscape is a precursor at political and technical levels.   

Making CRFs fit for the 2030 Agenda 

 Broadening the ambit of CRFs can help to foster engagement. CRFs currently fo-

cus on ODA effectiveness. Their scope should capture all development cooperation 

flows and resources relevant for SDG implementation.  

 A mind-set shift to engage citizens and civil society in results monitoring is vital. 

Multi-stakeholder partnerships and dialogue forums can help prepare the ground for an 

enabling environment for public participation in design and use of CRFs.  

 Local and regional governments should be fully engaged in CRFs. Mobilizing and 

sensitizing local leaders, mayors, faith-based organizations etc. can ensure engage-

ment of these actors, who will be at the forefront of SDG implementation.  

 Multi-faceted capacity needs require bold responses to keep momentum. Greater 

analytical and staff capacity are needed to access, analyse and use information emanat-

ing from CRFs. This is particularly true for parliaments, which may be able to use re-

gional umbrella organizations to strengthen their capacity. Governments must have the 
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ability to design CRFs that capture all relevant flows and deliver easily understandable 

findings. Providers of development cooperation in field offices have a responsibility to 

help transition to single CRFs and harmonized approaches.  

 Political will and engagement among senior officials can inject a sense of urgency 

to move towards a stronger results culture. Openness to dialogue and knowledge 

sharing depends on such impulses, leading to inclusive processes.  

 Regional organizations can play a bridging role in the use of CRFs. In all regions, 

they can have a positive cascading effect by sharing lessons and promoting learning. 

The full list of background materials for this workshop and the DCF Uganda High-level Sym-

posium is available here: http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/dcfuganda.shtml 

For further questions, please contact the DCF Team at dcf@un.org.  
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