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1. Summary 
  
 
The context of the international development agenda is changing. The Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) expire on 31 December 2015 and shaping what follows 
- the post-2015 development agenda - provides us with a generational opportunity to 
set clear and ambitious objectives to 2030. The UK is playing an active role in the 
global debate on the post-2015 development agenda. In particular, in 2013, the UK’s 
Prime Minister co-chaired the UN High-Level Panel on the post-2015 development 
agenda. The Panel’s report concluded that it is possible to eradicate extreme 
poverty by 2030, and set out the need to build effective, open and accountable 
institutions that ensure peaceful and prosperous societies, and encourage the rule of 
law, property rights and freedom of speech for all. 
 
The UK believes that even in these difficult economic times, richer countries have a 
moral responsibility to help the poorest people in the world. That is why the UK 
government has reaffirmed its commitment to an international development policy 
focused on the MDGs and in 2013 became the first G8 country to achieve the target 
of providing 0.7% of its GNI as ODA. In addition, ODA needs to be used in the right 
places, on the right things and done in the right way.  
 
Against this background, the UK has sharpened its focus on the “Golden Thread” of 
conditions that allow open economies and open societies to thrive, economic 
development,  and Girls and Women. 
 
The UK has also embedded the 4 key principles of development effectiveness 
throughout its programmes: ownership, results, transparency and accountability, and 
inclusivity.  For instance, as the UK honours its aid commitments, it is also ensuring 
much greater transparency and scrutiny, to deliver better results and value for 
money for UK taxpayers and to maximise the impact of the UK aid budget. The UK 
has also strongly supported and championed the International Aid Transparency 
Initiative (IATI) since it was launched in 2011. The UK established its own 
Development Tracker in November 2013 which provides easy to use detailed 
information on UK-funded projects.  

2. Towards a comprehensive development effort 
 
The context for our development cooperation is changing. Three quarters of the 
world’s poor now live in middle income countries. By 2015, half of the world’s poor 
will live in fragile and conflict affected states, which are the furthest behind on the 
MDGs.  Global challenges such as climate change, fragility and resource scarcity 
are impacting on the poorest in all these countries.   
 
Development is now characterised by a greater number of state and non-state 
actors, and includes co-operation among countries at different stages in their 
development. South-South and triangular co-operation and new forms of public-
private partnership have become more prominent, complementing North-South 
forms of co-operation. The relative importance of aid is therefore changing, as other 
sources of revenue increase.  
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Global development issues  
 
The food price and financial crises that began in 2008 led to reduced or even 
negative growth rates, contraction in foreign direct investment and cuts in public 
spending in OECD countries. Humanitarian needs have increased in the same 
period, as a result of more extreme weather events, including the Haiti earthquake, 
Pakistan floods, Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines and drought in the Horn of 
Africa. Responses to the Arab Spring and conflicts in Libya, Iraq and Syria have also 
required significant commitments from the international community.  
 
The UK’s response has been to increase its focus on fragile and conflict-affected 
states, both through bilateral programmes and multilateral assistance. The UK is on 
target to meet its commitment to direct 30% of ODA by March 2015 to support these 
countries. It has also revamped its approach to humanitarian aid, with increased 
attention on building disaster resilience; and enhanced support for tackling climate 
change through adaptation, mitigation and forestry programmes. In addition, the UK 
has galvanised international support for tackling global issues such as disease and 
food security.  
 
The UK recognises the importance of international trade and economic development 
to support growth in the UK and the developing world. The UK made a major effort 
to achieve a development-oriented agreement at the World Trade Organisation’s 
ninth Ministerial Conference in Bali. The agreement will boost international trade and 
integrate the poorest countries more closely into the global trading system.  
 
Economic growth is central to poverty reduction.  During 2012/13, the UK worked 
across government to remove barriers to trade, investment and business operations 
and to stimulate the development of markets to create jobs and benefit poor people.  
 
The UK believes that honest and responsive government will enable open 
economies and open societies to thrive. In 2013 the UK chaired the Open 
Government Partnership (OGP), a multilateral initiative that aims to secure concrete 
commitments from governments to promote transparency, empower citizens, fight 
corruption, and harness new technologies to strengthen governance.  
  

Post 2015 framework for development 
 
The MDGs expire in 2015.  Shaping what follows - the post-2015 development 
agenda - provides us with a generational opportunity to set clear and ambitious 
objectives to 2030.  
 
In 2013, the UK’s Prime Minister co-chaired the UN High-Level Panel on the post-
2015 development agenda, together with the Presidents of Indonesia and Liberia. 
The Panel’s report concluded that it is possible to eradicate extreme poverty by 
2030, and outlined the need to build effective, open and accountable institutions that 
ensure peaceful and prosperous societies, and encourage the rule of law, property 
rights and freedom of speech for all. 
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Extreme poverty was halved in 15 years through the MDGs. The UK wants to see a 
single, compelling set of goals that complete the job the MDGs started in order to 
eradicate extreme poverty, embed peace, stability and good governance in 
societies, and deliver growth through sustainable development.  We believe the new 
agenda should call for effective and inclusive economic, social and political 
institutions that avert the risks of conflict, provide a stable and predictable 
environment for business investment, innovation and growth, leave no-one behind, 
and ensure women and men can get a job, have a voice and have equal access to 
opportunities. That means: 
 

• Political voice and opportunities for all, rights and fundamental freedoms, 
including on assembly and expression.   

 
• Strong economic institutions, free and fair markets, functioning commercial 

courts, clear and consistently applied policies, regulations and laws, secure 
property rights and simplified business registration procedures. 

 
• Capable and responsive governments, able to deliver job opportunities for 

their people and offering them protection against crime, violence and 
discrimination.   

 
• Rule of law that provides a predictable and stable environment for investors, 

for people to secure title for land, for protecting natural resource assets on 
which poor communities depend, and as a tool for preventing 
marginalisation and discrimination.  

 
• Fair and functioning justice systems, ensuring all citizens have equal 

access, allowing women and men to speak for themselves, realising their 
rights and holding governments to account.  

 
Eradicating extreme poverty will not be possible without also addressing climate 
change and promoting sustainable development.  We therefore want to see a 
framework that has sustainable development as the means to end poverty.  We want 
a framework that avoids dangerous climate change, encourages us to live 
sustainably within our resource limits and protects the world’s natural resources.  
Well-designed development goals should complement, not duplicate, what is agreed 
in the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and other 
Multilateral Environment Agreements.   
 
The UK would also like to see a standalone gender goal that addresses the causes 
of gender inequality.  Gender equality is necessary to end poverty.  Evidence shows 
that where girls and women are ‘locked out’, economies and societies underachieve.  
Gender equality is a proven enabler of economic growth and a multiplier of other 
human development goals - when a girl in the developing world receives seven or 
more years of education, she marries four years later and has 2.2 fewer children and 
her children are more educated and healthier.  We want to see targets that will 
transform the lives of girls and women - ending violence against girls and women; 
ending child, early and forced marriage; promoting economic empowerment, voice, 
leadership and participation; securing universal sexual and reproductive health and 
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rights; reducing maternal mortality; and increasing girls’ education.  This needs to be 
complemented by gender sensitive targets and indicators throughout the framework 
and data that is disaggregated by sex and age.  
 

Financing for development 
 
The UK government’s vision is to help poor countries achieve a secure, timely exit 
from poverty through economic development. Private investment contributes to 
economic development by creating productive jobs and increasing the tax revenues 
that help developing countries end aid dependency. Governments need to put in 
place the building blocks for economic development by creating the policy, legal, 
regulatory and institutional environment for markets to work and businesses to grow.  
 
The UK is clear that a modernised development financing system should build on 
the success of the current system and motivate all actors to do the right things, in 
the right places, in the right ways. This means maximising the impact of all finance 
sources to strengthen developing countries’ economic transformation and to help 
them finance themselves out of poverty. The system must also capture and 
incentivise support for development from all sources, not just ODA.  
 

Promoting development in a wider arena  
 
The UK recognises that securing progress on the MDGs requires actions that 
engage a wide range of decision makers and strong support from the public.  This 
means using every opportunity to build progress.  For example, the UK Prime 
Minister and the Brazilian Vice President hosted a Global Hunger Event on the final 
day of the London 2012 Olympics. The high-level meeting called on representatives 
from governments, charities and businesses to take decisive action before the 2016 
Rio Olympic Games to transform the life chances of millions of children by improving 
nutrition. In order to maintain attention on the political and financial commitments 
needed to prevent under nutrition, the UK worked with civil society and the Brazilian 
government to co-host “Nutrition for Growth: Beating Hunger through Business and 
Science” in June 2013. At the event, world leaders signed a global agreement to 
improve the nutrition of 500 million pregnant women and young children; and to 
reduce the number of children under five who are stunted by an additional 20 million. 
These measures are expected to save the lives of at least 1.7 million children.  
 

3. UK development policy 

UK development assistance: our mandate 
 
The International Development Act 2002 provides the legal framework for the 
provision of development assistance by the UK Government.  The UK’s overall aim 
is to reduce poverty in poorer countries through achieving the MDGs. The UK’s 
Department for International Development leads this work. 
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DFID’s 28 priority countries 2012-13 
 
 
The UK does this through programmes delivered by a range of partners including 
multilateral institutions, civil society organisations and the private sector.  We have 
28 bilateral country programmes and three regional programmes.  In addition, we 
partner with the key multilateral organisations, such as UN agencies, multilateral 
development banks and global funds, which play a critical role in both humanitarian 
response and poverty reduction.             
                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
We have a strong focus on supporting the key basic services – health, education, 
water and sanitation – to meet the MDGs.  As the 2015 MDGs deadline is now in our 
sights, we continue to focus on areas that are proving intractable such as maternal 
mortality; access to water and sanitation; and access to education for girls.   We are 
expanding our support for fragile and conflict affected states, which are often furthest 
from achieving the MDGs.  We accompany this where needed with support in crises 
all over the world, including after the devastating effects of Hurricane Sandy in Haiti 
and Typhoon Haiyan, and to victims of the conflicts in Syria and Somalia.   

Our long-term vision is to help countries exit poverty and end aid dependency.  This 
involves support for strong and sustainable social, economic and political institutions 
so that countries can lead their own development and generate economic growth, 
tax revenue and jobs.   Practically speaking, this means we also provide support to 
the building blocks of prosperity that the UK Prime Minister has called the ‘golden 
thread’ of development – the open and accountable institutions that ensure peaceful 
and prosperous societies, and that encourage the rule of law, property rights and 
freedom of speech for all.  
 
The UK’s Department for International Development (DFID) Business Plan for 2012-
15 set out a number of priorities aimed at supporting achievement of the MDGs:  
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• Honour international commitments and support actions to achieve the 

MDGs. 
• Drive transparency, value for money and open government. 
• Boost wealth creation. 
• Strengthen governance and security in fragile and conflict-affected 

countries. 
• Make the UK’s humanitarian response more effective. 
• Lead international action to improve the lives of girls and women. 
• Combat climate change.  

 
UK ODA volume  
 
The UK increased its development assistance to £11,437 million in 2013.  The UK is 
the first G8 country to reach the UN target of providing 0.7% of Gross National 
Income as ODA.   
 
 

 
 
UK ODA levels since 1970 
Source: DFID Statistical release: provision UK ODA as a proportion of GNI, 2013, 
April 2014 
 

Economic development   
 
In January 2014, the Secretary of State for International Development set out the 
UK’s new approach to support growth and create jobs in developing countries. In 
2015/16 the UK will target £1.8 billion on economic development, more than 
doubling the amount spent in 2012/13, in line with its new strategic framework on 
economic development. 
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Economic growth is the most important means of raising people’s incomes and 
reducing poverty in the developing world – it creates jobs and opportunities for poor 
people to support their families and build more stable futures.  The private sector – 
both formal and informal – is the engine that drives growth in all countries and builds 
sustainability. 
 
 
 

 
 

• Wherever long-term per capita growth is higher than 3%, poverty falls significantly. 
 
• A threefold increase in Vietnam’s per capita GDP resulted in poverty levels falling 
from 64% in 1993 to 17% in 2008. 
 
• In China, the population living under $1.25 per day fell from 84% in 1981 to 13% in 
2008, during a period of a tenfold increase in per capita GDP. 
 
The UK is also working in partnership in pursuit of economic development 
objectives, for instance sharing the world class experience of the London Stock 
Exchange. In East Africa, capital markets are growing, with the four regional stock 
exchanges covering a combined market capitalisation of over $31 billion. To support 
this growth, the UK is partnering with the London Stock Exchange to support capital 
market development in sub-Saharan Africa through training for financial sector 
professionals, and government officials from Tanzania. This will be replicated across 
East Africa and beyond. 
 

Stimulating businesses to see the value of supporting poor people 
 
Businesses can have both positive and negative effects in developing countries. 
That’s why the UK is building partnerships with businesses such as SABMiller and 
Unilever in developing countries to promote new approaches that have a strong 
developmental impact while generating profits. For example, in South Sudan, the 
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world’s newest country, the UK is working with SABMiller to locally source cassava, 
providing an income for at least 2,000 farmers. The UK is also working with some of 
the top UK companies to invest in improving skills, health and working conditions for 
poor workers and smallholder farmers working in their value chains.  In Tanzania the 
UK is working with companies, including Unilever, to co-invest in business projects 
with good development outcomes. 

This is also why the UK believes untied aid (ie aid that is not specifically tied to the 
use of UK suppliers) is so critical. Allowing supplies to be bought from anywhere in 
the world has been a central pillar of UK aid policy since 2002. Our procurement 
rules now promote local markets, enabling new factories to be built in developing 
countries, supporting local jobs and employment. This approach has also increased 
the value for money for the UK taxpayer, and encouraged the competitiveness of the 
international development sector and UK business. 

Reducing barriers to economic growth 

Getting finance flowing is often one of the deepest and most difficult barriers for 
small and large enterprises operating in developing markets. 

The UK has pioneered the use of new financial instruments to help businesses of all 
sizes grow and create jobs. We are supporting poor people to get better access to 
savings, credit and insurance, including support to 18 million women to access 
financial services like bank accounts, savings and insurance.  We are working with 
CDC (the UK’s development finance institution) to support the building of businesses 
throughout Africa and South Asia to create jobs and make a lasting difference to 
people in some of the world's poorest places. 

The UK is also focused on making it easier to do business in developing countries. 
Private investment in most developing countries is far higher than official 
development assistance. Poor infrastructure, poor regulation, information gaps and 
financial challenges deter investment by companies, big and small, domestic and 
international.  That’s why we also continue to work with multilateral agencies, for 
example through the Private Infrastructure Development Group (PIDG), to enable 
investments in infrastructure development 
 
We also have a growing portfolio of programmes that work to tackle these barriers to 
investment, business growth and jobs, by strengthening the legal, regulatory and 
institutional frameworks in developing countries.  We are supporting reforms to make 
the operating environment for businesses simpler, fairer and more transparent. 

 

 

 

Domestic resource mobilisation 
 
 

• In Nigeria our technical assistance programmes have helped increase the 
country’s power supply by 45%. 

• In Bangladesh we have helped to cut the number of days it takes to register a 
business down from 57 days to just three days. 

• We plan to help secure the right to land and property for more than 6 million 
people – including 4.5 million women. 
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An effective tax system is at the heart of an effective state. Domestic revenues from 
taxation are the most sustainable source of state financing for expenditure on public 
services, investment and social transfers. Fair and efficient tax systems can also 
help to build trust between citizens and the state, contributing to an environment of 
accountability and can also play an important role in creating an attractive 
investment climate. Ultimately, tax enables countries to have ownership of their 
development strategies, be self-sufficient and end aid-dependency. 
 
Over the last two years, the UK has been a strong supporter of national efforts to 
strengthen tax administrations and make them more effective institutions.  National  
Tax administrations need to have strong capacity to collect and administer taxes in a 
fair and efficient way, supported by transparent and accountable public financial 
management systems to manage expenditure.  This also involves strategies for 
effective use of domestic revenues, and building domestic accountability.   
 
The UK supports tax administrations bilaterally and through international 
programmes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Stepping up international efforts to combat tax evasion and avoidance 
 
The UK wants developing countries to collect the taxes that are owed to them, which 
is why we are working hard to combat tax evasion and avoidance.  In 2013, we 
stepped up these international efforts through the UK’s Presidency of the G8, which 
set an ambitious agenda, aimed at boosting jobs and growth through more open 
trade, fairer taxes and greater transparency (“the 3Ts”). At the Lough Erne summit in 
June 2013, the G8 agreed to support a new international standard of automatic 
exchange of information that will help all countries in tackling tax evasion. 
Developing countries should be better able to raise revenues from trade, taxes and 
the sale of their natural resources, so that they can end aid dependency. The UK is 
now working through the G20 to develop a roadmap so that developing countries 
can overcome obstacles to participating in this new standard and so reap the full 
benefits of recent developments in international tax transparency.  

Girls and women 
 

Supporting tax collection in Sierra Leone 
An example of successful tax administration is the National Revenue Authority of Sierra 
Leone, who launched a Tax Modernisation Plan in 2007 with UK support of £14.7 
million over 6 years, as Sierra Leone began to rebuild after the civil war. In 1986 rates 
had plummeted to 5% of GDP.  
 
The programme served as a catalyst to boost its revenue to GDP ratio to 11.4% by 
2012, and future support aims to increase the revenue to GDP ratio to 13.9% by 2017 
(excluding iron ore), making this high impact spend in development cooperation funds. 
 Sierra Leone has a vibrant civil society, which continues to monitor the transparency of 
funds, of mineral contracts, and to check that funds are used towards meeting MDGs. 
 

10 
 



In 2012 the UK put girls and women at the heart of our programming, to ‘stop 
poverty before it starts’. This means ensuring that girls and women have a voice in 
decision-making at all levels; a choice over if, when and how many children to have; 
control over their bodies; freedom from the threat of violence; and control over 
resources and assets to lift themselves and their families out of poverty. We have 
four pillars of work on women and girls, which challenge us to be more innovative 
and bold. These four pillars are to: 
 

• Get economic assets directly to girls and women 
• Get girls through secondary school 
• Delay first pregnancy and support safe childbirth 
• Prevent violence against girls and women 

 
We are also raising awareness of and addressing violence against women in 
conflict-affected countries.  We also encourage our multilateral partners to drive this 
agenda forward. 
 
To support this, we have deepened our efforts to collect, disseminate, harmonise 
and make full use of data disaggregated by sex. This gives a much better picture of 
the reach of our impact, bringing the most vulnerable and marginalised to the fore. 
Nine of DFID’s Results Framework Indicators are sex-disaggregated. 
 
The UK Gender Equality Act passed by Parliament in 2014 establishes a legal 
requirement for the Government to consider, before providing development 
assistance, how the assistance will contribute to reducing gender inequality. 
 

International Climate Fund  
 
The UK has enhanced its cross-government work on climate change. The UK is 
strongly committed to tackling climate change, and to ensuring that approaches to 
climate change also help to alleviate poverty. In 2011 the UK launched the 
International Climate Fund (ICF) which is specifically aimed at helping developing 
countries reduce poverty: 
 

• The objectives of the ICF are to help developing countries reduce poverty, 
adapt to the impacts of climate change and pursue low carbon growth 
including reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation.  

• The ICF is worth £3.87 billion between April 2011 and March 2016.  
• Departments working together include: DFID, the Department for Energy 

and Climate Change, Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the Treasury.  

• The ICF aims to deliver results through innovative project portfolios, 
including a public-private partnership programme to boost private finance 
intro investments.  

• It also supports a global programme to help six million small-scale farmers 
in 40 developing countries adapt to a changing climate.  

 
The UK ensures that all ODA is consistent with UK climate and environment  
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objectives through:  
 

• Climate and environment assessments. 
• Strategic programme reviews to identify how country programmes can 

best tackle these issues. 
• Deeper analysis of the links between poverty, climate change and 

resource scarcity. 
 
4. UK development cooperation and development 
effectiveness 
 
In many countries, aid flows are making up a decreasing part of countries’ budgets, 
and they are increasingly self-financing services for the poor.  This implies a more 
strategic use of aid in many countries. Aid, however, is still of critical importance, 
especially for reaching the very poorest people in low income countries, supporting a 
transition out of aid, and responding to global challenges. 
 
The UK is a strong supporter of the international processes that guide the 
effectiveness of development support.   The UK’s Secretary of State for International 
Development is proud to have been the Co-Chair of the Global Partnership for 
Effective Development Cooperation (GPEDC), together with the Nigerian Finance 
Minister and the Indonesian Minister of Planning, in preparation for its inaugural High 
Level Meeting on 15-16 April 2014 in Mexico.  Born out of the Busan High Level 
Forum on Aid Effectiveness in 2011, the GPEDC has brought an important shift from 
aid effectiveness to development effectiveness. This reflects the need for the 
international community to look more strategically at the range of cooperation 
measures that support development and consider how best to combine them and 
leverage other flows, particularly private investment. 

Results 
 
Development cooperation – and aid specifically – is a means to an end, not an end 
in itself. That is why it is important to focus on impact and why the UK has invested 
heavily over the last three years in strengthening our focus on results. By publishing 
our results commitments and the results we achieve, we hope to strengthen 
accountability for our assistance.  The results agenda also helps us to be more 
flexible and innovative in designing programmes to deliver results – as we focus 
more on outcomes rather than inputs and outputs. 

To support the results agenda, the UK has embedded a results focus throughout the 
management, monitoring and evaluation of our programmes. These results flow 
throughout our organisation, as each DFID country office now publishes a results-
orientated and country-specific operational plan.  
 
The UK continues to achieve important progress on its commitments. As at March 
2013, the UK had:  
 

• Enabled 30.3 million people, including at least 14.6 million women, to work 
their way out of poverty by providing access to financial services. 
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• Prevented 12.9 million children and pregnant women from going hungry. 
• Ensured that 1.6 million births took place safely. 
• Provided 8.7 million people with emergency food assistance. 
• Supported 5.9 million children – 2.8 million of them girls – to go to primary 

school. 
 

Transparency and accountability 
 
Transparency is a key ingredient for effectiveness and accountability of development 
assistance. Transparency enables taxpayers in provider countries to see how 
development funds are being spent and hold their governments to account. It also 
allows recipient governments to plan and manage the resources coming into their 
country, as well as empowering citizens and parliamentarians to hold their 
governments and donors to account.   
 
In recent years, the UK has championed transparency in development assistance 
globally.  Our efforts have had a dual focus: firstly, getting our own house in order 
across the UK government, by stepping up our efforts to share data in a timely, 
comprehensive, comparable and accessible way; and secondly working with others 
to build transparency globally. This effort has been recognised by the UK coming 1st 
and 3rd in the International Aid Transparency Index in 2012 and 2013 respectively.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
The International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI) has transformed our approach to 
transparency.  IATI is an important agreement on how aid information should be 
published in order to meet the needs of both donor and recipient countries.   As one 
of the first IATI signatories, DFID committed to publish data on our development 
assistance in line with the pre-agreed international standard.  It is a great 
achievement that over 200 other organisations are also now publishing data through 
IATI.  
 

Ownership  
 
Ownership by countries of their own national development agenda is essential for 
lasting, sustainable success.  This means developing countries exercising political 
leadership to drive and demonstrate commitment to their own development.  As a 
provider of development cooperation we need to work in a way that supports and 
strengthens – rather than undermines – local responsibility and leadership. 

Effective institutions for ownership 
The UK has made it a priority to support the range of institutions needed for 
countries to own and lead their own development.  Over the past two years we have 
increased our support for building blocks of key institutions, such as the rule of law, 

“Incredible as it may seem, just 12 months ago the government did not publish 
details of how our development money was spent… Today, people all around the 

world can go online and see every item of DFID spending over £500”  
 

  UK Prime Minister David Cameron, June 2011, GAVI pledging conference 
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the absence of conflict and corruption, and the presence of property rights. In 
2012/13, the UK invested £714 million in open societies and peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

The New Deal for Fragile and Conflict Affected States 
 
By 2015, half of the world’s poor people will live in fragile states. About 70% of 
fragile states have seen conflict since 1989. Of the seven countries that are unlikely 
to meet a single MDG, six are fragile (OECD). 
 
Over the last two years, the New Deal for engagement in fragile states has been 
guiding development strategies in several fragile and conflict afflicted states. These 
are countries where development responses need to be smart, flexible, tailored to 
the context and harmonised.  Above all, given the complex, changing dynamics of 
such contexts, the international community needs to be able to respond to local 
politics. 
 

 

 
The New Deal provides a framework for development partners to work with partner 
countries in a way that builds mutual trust and supports a country lead and its 
priorities, plans and systems.  At the heart of the New Deal are compacts between 
donors and partner countries with five peace and state building goals at their heart: 
legitimate politics, security, justice, economic foundations, and revenues and 
services.   
 
The UK is playing a lead role in the New Deal work in Afghanistan, Somalia, South 
Sudan and Sierra Leone. The UK will spend 30% of assistance in fragile and 
conflict-affected contexts in 2014. 
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Inclusivity 
 
We have to work in partnership if we want to see sustainable gains on poverty. 
Inclusive development reflects the needs of all in society, including the poorest and 
most marginalised. Without inclusive development as a key building block of wider 
economic development, it is hard – if not impossible – to sustain poverty reduction 
and increase shared prosperity.  That’s why the UK is working closely with Civil 
Society, Parliaments and the Private Sector to further the global development 
agenda. 
 
DFID’s programme work with CSOs has three key objectives:  
 

• Deliver goods and services effectively and efficiently. 
• Empower citizens in developing countries to do things for themselves. 
• Enable local civil society to influence, advocate and hold to account national, 

regional and international institutions. 
 

For example, partnership is essential in ending Female Genital Mutilation (FGM). 
FGM is an extremely painful practice which has a devastating impact on women’s 
physical and mental health and their opportunities in life. However, change is 
happening - from communities deciding collectively to end these practices, to 
governments passing national legislation. The UK is working across government to 
support these efforts through key partnerships – including an African-led movement 
against FGM, communities, the media, and religious leaders – with the aim of ending 
this practice within one generation, both in the UK and abroad.  

 
5. Conclusion – Looking Forwards 
 
This report illustrates the UK’s strong political commitment to achieving the MDGs 
and working effectively to reduce poverty.  As we continue to meet our international 
target of investing 0.7% of gross national income in development support and 
prepare for the post 2015 MDG framework, making sure we deliver high quality, high 
impact cooperation will continue to be critical.  The UK will continue to work with our 
international partners towards implementation of the global development agenda, 
current and future.  
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Together, we can give our best to lifting countries out of poverty, ending aid 
dependency and building a stronger, global economy for everyone.   

UK International Development Secretary, Justine Greening, DFID, 2013 
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Multilateral Aid Review Update 
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