
 
6th DCF Information Bulletin  

Dear Friends of the Development Cooperation Forum:    
 
This sixth DCF Information Bulletin will inform you about DCF dialogue on: 
 

- 2012 DCF in a changing development context 
- Shaping a sustainable future – the role of development cooperation  
- Maximizing the development impact of aid 
- Global and national mutual accountability to achieve MDGs 
- Rethinking Development: Towards a New Sustainable 

Development Architecture 
- Private Philanthropic Organizations in development cooperation 
- Other Development News  

 

 
 
 

For more details on DCF 
activities please go to: 

www.un.org/ecosoc/dcf 

2012 Development Cooperation Forum 
 
The 2012 DCF will be held on 5 and 6 July during the High-
level Segment (HLS) of the substantive session of the 
ECOSOC in New York.  It will review trends in development 
cooperation, including its quality, impact and results to 
accomplish national development priorities of developing 
countries and the Internationally Agreed Development goals 
such as the MDGs.  It will bring together the wide spectrum 
of development cooperation actors in a multi-stakeholder 
and interactive policy dialogue to spur debate on national 
policies that have succeeded to advance development goals.  
In addition, it will also organize workshops to promote 
exchange of experiences.   
 
The timing of the 2012 DCF coincides with deep changes in 
international development cooperation and a growing 
recognition of the importance of sustainable development in 
defining the post-2015 development agenda.  Political 
uncertainty and economic hardship continue to dominate 
many development scenarios around the globe.  Hard-won 
development gains continue to be derailed by ongoing 
crises.  
 
Yet, innovative development partnerships are gaining 
considerable traction.  They increasingly coordinate and 
regroup around common goals.  However, although official 
development assistance has been reaching all-time high, 
future prospects are not encouraging.  Private financial 
flows show some signs of recovery, but continue to be 

volatile.  Thus, a focus on turning pledges and commitments 
into implementation is urgently needed to scale up 
development efforts led and owned by programme 
countries.  With limited resources and competing demands, 
any type of development assistances must show tangible 
results at national and local level.  
 
ECOSOC also held a one-day DCF preparatory meeting in 
New York on “The Changing Context of Development: What 
does it mean for Cooperation and Global Partnership” on 9 
February.  The meeting examined key trends in 
development cooperation that have emerged in recent 
years and how they are shaping the future of development 
cooperation and the institutional arrangements that govern 
this cooperation.  
 
For the detailed programme and updates on the 
preparations of the 2012 DCF, please click here. 
 
Shaping a sustainable future – The role of international 
development cooperation 
 
Development cooperation is a key driver in pursuing a more 
sustainable and pro-poor development path.  All actors need 
to join forces to support the transition towards sustainable 
development.  One concrete way to adapt to this new 
framework is to include sustainable development priorities 
in aid and development policies.  It is not enough to simply 
add the environmental pillar.  Improving aid allocation, 
financing and mutual accountability also remain imperative.  

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/dcf


These are some of the key recommendations which 
emanated from the third High-level Symposium held in 
Brisbane, Australia in preparation of the 2012 DCF.  
 
It also concluded that the new post-2015 UN development 
agenda should reflect on the variety of country contexts, 
including continuing issues related to MDG progress, and 
provide realistic as well as measurable goals.  For more 
details on the Third High-level Symposium, please visit the 
DCF website or the website of the Australian Government. 
 
Building on the conclusions of the Brisbane Symposium, a 
side event at Rio+20 will examine the implications of the 
Rio+20 deliberations for the future of international 
development cooperation.  It will provide an opportunity to 
share lessons learned and announce concrete steps, 
including new commitments, that they are planning to take 
in follow-up to the Rio+20 conference.  It will take place on 
21 June 2012 from 3 to 4:30 p.m. in Room T9 at the 
Riocentro Convention Centro.  All are invited to participate.   
 
Maximize development impact:  aid as a catalyst 
 
The second High-level symposium in preparation of the 2012 
DCF was held in Luxembourg on 18-19 October 2011.  
focused on how to help developing countries maximize the 
impact of aid by deploying limited aid resources as a catalyst 
for mobilizing other financial flows, such as investment, 
microfinance and domestic resources from taxation.   
 
Key messages included:  
 The “current political economy” and rising public anger 

are decisive challenges and threaten aid flows. Limited 
resources should be used in a more effective manner.   

 Aid should aim to mobilize the kind of financial flows that 
have the greatest impact on the achievement of MDGs 
and other internationally agreed development goals.  

 Representatives of LDCs underscored that aid to their 
countries must, as a priority, help mobilize FDI and other 
resources to bolster the productive sector. Some NGOs 
were of the view that aid had maximum impact when it is 
used to support social programmes such as health and 
education.  

 Recipient countries should decide about the deployment 
of aid resources.   

 
For a more detailed summary of the symposium, please click 
here. 
 
Strengthen international mutual accountability  
 
An expert group meeting held back-to-back with the 
Luxembourg symposium identified recommendations to 

reinforce international mutual accountability (MA) 
mechanisms and tools to strengthen behavior change 
among all actors to deliver on past aid commitments.   The 
event addressed four current accountability deficits:  
 
 Lack of representation of all development cooperation 

actors in any policy dialogue on development cooperation 
at national level,  

 Limited evidence base, which would benefit from more 
independent monitoring, better aid information and 
sector level reviews.  

 Lack of drivers of behaviour change, with trust-based 
partnerships at political level and actors at country level 
with authority to act, and a stronger role of media as key 
suggestions.  

 Limited coordination and feedback loops, which could 
benefit from harmonization and simplification at global 
level and concrete practical measures to implement 
recommendations.  

 
It was concluded that international mutual accountability 
should remain a vital component of any effort to make the 
use of aid more effective.  It can play a catalytic role, if 
better linked to work on the ground.  This is especially true if 
governments dispose of aid policies with individual provider 
targets.  Challenges remain to broaden MA to a broader 
range of development-related policies and to involve all 
relevant providers in the same global policy dialogue.  It was 
stressed that existing spaces should be used for such 
dialogue and that high-level participation is key.   
For the summary of the meeting, please click here. 
 
Mutual Accountability to achieve the MDGs  
 
A Progress Report following the 2011 Survey on Mutual 
Accountability for the DCF will be published shortly on the 
DCF website.  Although there has been some progress on 
national-level MA in recent years, there is still much work 
left to establish comprehensive and open genuine MA 
processes in almost all countries.  The analysis shows that 
strong national-level MA has a major measurable impact on 
behaviour change by providers and especially programme 
countries, and on development results. Improving 
participation by parliaments and CSOs is a top priority to 
anchor MA in domestic processes.  Sub-Saharan African 
countries and those in fragile situations face particularly 
strong challenges in making MA a reality.  Aid information 
needs to assist accountability processes better.  And like 
minded DAC donors need to be even more proactive in 
leading national level MA.   
 
As was reiterated in the EGM on international MA, the study 
also mentions that much more effort is needed to connect 

 

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/dcfaustralia.shtml
http://www.ausaid.gov.au/dcfaustralia
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/dcflux.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/pdf/egm_background_note.pdf


international and national-level MA and transparency 
processes.  To ensure progress at national level, strong 
international mechanisms and tools are essential. 
 
Rethinking development towards a new sustainable 
development architecture in Busan 
 
The DCF Advisory Group organized a Special Event in the 
margins of the Fourth High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness 
in Busan, Republic of Korea.  The event discussed the 
implications of the sustainable development agenda for 
international development cooperation.  It concluded that 
aid needs to be employed more strategically to promote this 
agenda.  Additional resources are needed in developing 
countries to strike a balance between conservation and 
commercialization of natural resources.  Participants also 
reflected on how to update MDGs, for example by adding 
goals for energy, food security etc.  Rio+20 should adopt 
goals that apply also to the North so that development is no 
more seen as a North-South issue. For a more detailed 
summary, please click here. 
 
Private philanthropic organizations in international 
development cooperation 
 
Member States, private philanthropic organizations and 
other stakeholders started a discussion on the comparative 
advantages and challenges of philanthropic aid in achieving 
development results in a meeting held at UNHQ on 27 
February 2012.  It examined and drew lessons from good 
practice examples.  It also focused on how to strengthen the 
role of private philanthropic organizations through 
partnerships with other stakeholders. The event encouraged 

the engagement of private philanthropic organizations in 
international policy dialogue on development cooperation.  
It was held simultaneously with the Global Partnerships 
Event of ECOSOC focusing on Youth Employment on the 
International Philanthropy Day at UNHQ. All documents are 
available here. 
 
Other Development News 
 
Civil Society on the Busan outcome document - The civil 
society sector has just released its assessment of the Busan 
aid effectiveness forum’s outcome document, positively 
remarking the movement of the agenda beyond aid 
effectiveness in order to address development 
effectiveness. Moreover CSOs highly acknowledged the 
document’s focus on transparency and the “greatly 
enhanced” space they were given during the Busan forum 
itself. Apart from that, they questioned the private sector-
led growth model championed by the partnership. For more 
details please click here. 
 
Rio+20 – Since the zero draft document, “The Future We 
Want”,  for the proposed outcome of the Rio+20 - UN 
Conference on Sustainable Development (20-22 June was 
released on January 10, it has been a major topic of 
discussion in numerous conferences, panel discussions and 
meetings. Currently the second round of informal-informal 
negotiations is taking place in preparation for the 
conference. This will have its main focus on promoting a 
Green Economy in the context of sustainable development 
and poverty eradication and an Institutional Framework for 
Sustainable Development (IFSD). For further information, 
please visit the Rio+20 website.

 
 

For more details on DCF activities please go to: 
www.un.org/ecosoc/dcf 

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/advisory.shtml
http://www.aideffectiveness.org/busanhlf4/images/stories/Side_event_6_summary.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/dcf/index.shtml
http://www.devex.com/en/blogs/the-development-newswire/did-busan-adequately-address-cso-s-aid-effectiveness-demands?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRolu6zMZKXonjHpfsX67u0sX6O3lMI%2F0ER3fOvrPUfGjI4AScZqI%2FqLAzICFpZo2FFcH%2FaQZA%3D%3D
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/content/documents/370The%20Future%20We%20Want%2010Jan%20clean.pdf
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/content/documents/370The%20Future%20We%20Want%2010Jan%20clean.pdf
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.html

