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Background 
 

The 2005 World Summit mandated the United Nations 

Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) to convene a biennial 

high-level Development Cooperation Forum (DCF) to review 

trends and progress in development cooperation; promote 

greater coherence among the development activities of dif-

ferent development partners; and to strengthen the norma-

tive and operational link in the work of the United Nations.   
 

Since its inception in 2007, the DCF has become a prin-

cipal multi-stakeholder venue for global policy dialogue on 

aid quantity, quality and effectiveness and policy coherence.  

At the DCF, Member States, non-governmental organiza-

tions, parliamentarians, local governments and the private 

sector have an opportunity to exchange views and share 

lessons learned on how to achieve broad-based develop-

ment. 
 

In the run up to the 2012 DCF, a series of multi-

stakeholder High-level Symposia are being organized.  A 

High-level Symposium on “Gearing development 

cooperation towards the Millennium Development Goals: 

effectiveness and results”, held on 5-6 May 2011, in Ba-

mako, Mali, marked the first milestone in the preparations 

for the 2012 DCF.              
 

The Luxembourg Symposium meeting will be the second 

High-level Symposium. A third High-level Symposium on the 

nexus between sustainable development and development 

cooperation is planned for February 2012. 
 

The Luxembourg High-Level Symposium  
 

The overall goal of the Symposium is to reflect on how 

to best help developing countries work towards long-term 

exit from aid.  This requires maximizing the impact of aid on 

sustainable development, and mobilizing other financial 

flows such as investment, trade and domestic revenues.   
 

The Symposium will thus look at how aid can enable de-

veloping countries to mobilize investment and other types of 

development finance – with the goal to build their produc-

tive capacity and engage on a sustainable development 

path. 

 

 

 

Attention will be given to how to ensure that the addi-

tional resources do deliver sustainable development results 

– including for the poorest and most vulnerable groups of 

society.  
 

The important catalytic role of Official Development As-

sistance (ODA) has long been recognized.  The Monterrey 

Consensus underscores that ODA plays an essential role as a 

complement to other sources of financing for development, 

especially in those countries with the least capacity to at-

tract private direct investment. 
 

To exit from aid in the long run, more and better aid 

backed up by pro-development policies in other areas, is 

needed in the short and medium term.  A greater effort to 

strengthen the capacity of developing countries to mobilize 

domestic resources and to attract private foreign direct in-

vestment (FDI) is also believed to play an important role.  
 

Against this backdrop, the Luxembourg Symposium will 

analyze lessons learned and address key concerns and chal-

lenges on how to: 
 

• Use aid to leverage other sources of development finance, 

including by: 

o Broadening access to inclusive financial services 

o Using aid to promote domestic revenue mobiliza-

tion, including through effective tax systems and 

through formalizing the informal sector 

o Using aid as a catalyst for FDI 
 

• Ensure that the additional resources advance sustainable 

development. 
 

The Symposium will also discuss experiences of pro-

gramme country governments in promoting more coherent 

management and use of diverse aid modalities and domestic 

and foreign development finance.  It will also determine how 

to include all relevant actors in national and sectoral reviews 

of aid policies and aid quality commitments - to enhance the 

results of aid.  
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