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BIOGRAPHIES 
 

Co-chairs 
 
DALIUS ČEKUOLIS, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the Republic of Lithuania 
to the United Nations, is the President of the Economic and Social Council. Mr. Čekuolis began 
his diplomatic career in 1990 as Head of the Press and Information Department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. Between 1992 and 1998, he first served as Ambassador to Denmark, Norway 
and Iceland and later to the Benelux countries. Before being appointed as Ambassador to 
Portugal in 1999, Mr. Čekuolis acted as Head of the Committee of Senior Officials of the 
Council of Baltic Sea States. Upon ending his tenure in Portugal in 2004, he was appointed 
Secretary of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania. Mr. Čekuolis is a graduate from the Institute 
of International Relations in Moscow. 
 
 
IRENE FREUDENSCHUSS-REICHL is Director-General for Development Cooperation in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Austria. Prior to this position, she served as Minister 
Plenipotentiary in the Department for Development Cooperation and Assistant Director-General 
for UN Affairs as well as Director of the UNIDO office in New York. In 1997, Ms. 
Freudenschuss-Reichl was appointed Permanent Representative of Austria to the International 
Organizations in Vienna. She has also headed the International and EU-Affairs Department in 
the Ministry for the Environment, Youth and Family Affairs as well as the Unit for International 
Women’s Issues in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. In the early 1990s, Ms. Freudenschuss-
Reichl served as Deputy Head of Austrian Mission to the United Nations in New York. Ms. 
Freudenschuss-Reichl received her Mag. phil and Dr. iuris from the University in Innsbruck, 
Austria and she holds an MA from Fordham University, New York. 
 
 
Designated participants 
 
JOSÉ ANTONIO OCAMPO became the United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Economic 
and Social Affairs in September 2003, after serving as Executive Secretary of the UN Economic 
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean for five years. Prior to assuming positions in 
the UN, he held a number of posts in the Government of Colombia, including those of Minister 
of Finance and Public Credit, Director (Minister) of the National Planning Department, and 
Minister of Agriculture. As an academic, he has been Director of the Foundation for Higher 
Education and Development, Professor of Economics at Universidad de los Andes and 
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Universidad Nacional de Colombia, and Visiting Professor at Cambridge, Yale and Oxford 
Universities. He is the author and editor of a number of articles, books and monographs. Mr. 
Ocampo has a BA degree in Economics and Sociology from the University of Notre Dame and a 
PhD in Economics from Yale University. 
 
 
VICTOR M. B. BORGES is Minister for Foreign Affairs, Co-operation and Communities in Cape 
Verde. Prior to assuming his current position, Mr. Borges served as Minister for Education and 
Sports between 2001 and 2004. A professor at various points in his career, Mr. Borges career in 
the civil service started in the Ministry of Education in 1983. He eventually rose to the position of 
Director of the Offices of Studies and Planning in the Ministry, before becoming Chief of the 
National Project of the Regional Program of Training and Information on the Environment in 
1990. In 1995, Mr. Borges took up the position as Coordinator of the Swiss Co-operation in 
Cape Verde. Mr. Borges holds an MA in Psychology and undertook doctoral studies in Sciences 
of Education at University of Paris VIII, France. 
 
 
CARLOS A. B. BRAGA is Senior Adviser in the International Policy and Partnership Group of 
the World Bank. Mr. Braga joined the Bank in 1991 as an Economist in the International 
Economics Department. He has since held managerial positions in the Energy, Mining, and 
Telecommunications, Global ICT (InfoDev) and ISG groups. Most recently he was Senior 
Adviser in the International Trade Department in Geneva. Prior to joining the Bank, Mr. Braga 
served as a consultant to the Organization of American States. He received a degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from the Instituto Technologico de Aeronautica in Brazil and an MSc in 
Economics from the University of São Paulo. He holds a PhD in Economics from the University 
of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign in the United States. 
 
 
RICHARD H. CAREY is Director of the Development Co-operation Directorate of the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) since March 2007, where 
he began his career in 1980. Previously he worked on a range of economic policy positions with 
the New Zealand Treasury from 1966-77, and as Deputy Permanent Representative in the New 
Zealand Delegation to the OECD from 1977-80. He is also member of the governing body of the 
Institute of Development Studies (IDS) at Sussex University. Mr. Carey was educated at Victoria 
University of Wellington, where he received a BA in economics and political science and an 
honours degree in economics, and at the London School of Economics, where he received an 
MSc in Economics. 
 
 
CARLOS NUNO CASTEL-BRANCO is Associate Professor at the Eduardo Mondlane 
University in Maputo, Mozambique, where he has been teaching for the past 15 years. He is 
also Director of the Institute for Social and Economic Studies (IESE), an independent and 
interdisciplinary research institution focused on development problems and public policy 
analysis. Prior to teaching, Mr. Castel-Branco worked in public development policy analysis for 
ten years. He holds a PhD in Economics from the University of Oxford in UK, a Master degree 
in Industrial Development and a Post-Graduate Diploma in Development Economics from the 
University of East Anglia in UK after graduating from the Eduardo Mondlane University. 
 
 
JACQUELINE COTÉ is Senior Advisor Advocacy & Partnerships at the World Business Council 
for Sustainable Development, a coalition of some 190 international companies united by a 
shared commitment to sustainable development and whose secretariat is located in Conches-
Geneva. An international commercial lawyer for a large part of her career, Ms. Coté spent 15 
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years with the SGS Group in Geneva, first as corporate counsel and then as head of a new 
corporate unit created to develop product and service certification on a world-wide basis. After 2 
years as Business Development Manager with DuPont Safety Resources in Geneva she joined 
the WBCSD in 2004 to help manage the organization’s outreach activities and partnerships. 
Jacqueline is a law graduate from McGill University in Montreal and a qualified lawyer in several 
Canadian provinces. 
 
 
JIM DRUMMOND is Director for UN, Conflict and Humanitarian issues in the Department for 
International Development in the United Kingdom (DFID). He is responsible for DFID's policy on 
Disaster Risk Reduction, and its response to disasters. He started his current job 3 days after 
the tsunami, having previously been DFID's Director for Iraq. He was Assistant Head of the 
Defence and Overseas Secretariat, working for the PM's Foreign Policy Adviser from 2000-
2003. He has worked in DFID regional offices in Eastern and Central Africa as well as in India 
and Tanzania. 
 
 
POUL ENGBERG-PEDERSEN is Director General of the Norwegian Agency for Development 
Co-operation (Norad), prior to which he worked at the World Bank. Mr. Engberg-Pedersen has 
nearly 30 years of international development experience from more than 20 developing 
countries. For eight years he was managing director of the Centre for Development Research in 
Copenhagen, Denmark and was also in charge of international operations at the Danish 
consultancy firm Cowi Consult for several years. He has also held various honorary positions in 
a number of Danish, Norwegian and international institutions and organizations in the field of 
international development, and has sat on international committees set up to evaluate 
assistance programs. Mr. Engberg-Pedersen has a PhD in Economic Planning and Political 
Science from the University of Roskilde in Denmark 
 
 
HAKAN FIDAN was appointed as the Head of Turkish International Cooperation and 
Development Agency (TIKA) on 22 December 2003. Before taking up his office at TIKA he was 
the Senior Political and Economic Adviser at the Australian Embassy in Ankara for 2 years 
(2001 – 2003). His research interests include Turkish Foreign Policy, Strategy, Information 
Revolution, and International Security and Development. Mr. Fidan has been awarded “The 
Bureaucrat of the Year 2005” (First Business Magazine), “The Bureaucrat of the Year with 
Strategic Vision 2006” (TASAM), and with the State Medal by the Mongolian President (2006). 
Mr. Fidan received an Associate of Arts degree in Management Studies and Bachelor of 
Science degree in Government and Politics from the University of Maryland University College 
(Germany Campus), and Master of Arts and PhD degrees in International Relations from Bilkent 
University in Ankara, Turkey. 
 
 
SHAHEEDUL HAQUE is a senior member of the Bangladesh Civil Service. Presently he is 
working as an Additional Secretary in the Economic Relations Division, Ministry of Finance. He 
has also a long experience of working in different capacities in different ministries and agencies, 
including Ministry of Commerce, Rural Development and Cooperative Division, Ministry of 
Communication, Ministry of Science and Information and Communication Technology, Trading 
Corporation of Bangladesh. In the Economic Relations Division he looks after the issues relating 
to World Bank program in Bangladesh and foreign debt servicing. 
 
 
ABDOULIE JANNEH is Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Africa (ECA). He leads the organization, the regional arm of the United Nations in Africa, at the 
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rank of Under-Secretary-General. Mr. Janneh served as Assistant Secretary-General and 
UNDP Regional Director for Africa from June 2000 to October 2005 and prior to that he held a 
number of senior positions in UNDP and its affiliated funds, including Resident Coordinator and 
Resident Representative in Ghana (1996-1999) and Niger (1993-1996), as well as Deputy 
Executive Secretary of the United Nations Capital Development Fund (1990-1993). Mr. Janneh 
joined UNDP in 1979 as a development planner. He holds a Masters degree in Urban and 
Regional Planning Studies from the University of Nottingham in England, prior to which he 
graduated in Engineering Science from Fourah Bay College, Sierra Leone and undertook post-
graduate studies in Project Planning and Appraisal at the University of Bradford in England. 
 
 
BRUCE JENKS is Assistant-Secretary General, Assistant Administrator and Director of the 
Bureau for Resources and Strategic Partnerships, United Nations Development Program 
(UNDP). Dr. Jenks joined UNDP in 1981 and was assigned to a variety of headquarters and 
field tasks. In 1990, he was appointed director of budget. In 1993, Dr. Jenks was assigned to 
work as director, Office of the Administrator. In 1995, the Secretary-General appointed him as 
the first director of the United Nations Office as well as being UNDP Representative in Brussels. 
Dr. Jenks holds a PhD in International Relations from Oxford University, and MA degrees from 
Cambridge University, UK, and Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies, 
Washington, DC. 
 
 
RITVA KOUKKU-RONDE is Director-General for the Department for Development Policy in the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs in Finland. Ms. Koukku-Ronde’s has served with the Ministry for 20 
years in various capacities. Before becoming Director-General she served as Deputy Director-
General in the Department for European Affairs. Previously, Ms. Koukku-Ronde has been 
Deputy Head of Mission in Bonn, Germany; the Hague, Netherlands and Nairobi, Kenya, where 
she also acted as focal point for UNEP and UNHABITAT. From 1996 to 1998, Ms. Koukku-
Ronde served as Director for United Nations Development Issues. She holds a Master of Arts in 
History from the University of Tampere in Finland.  
 
 
PHAM HOANG MAI is the Head of Japan and Northeast Asia Division in the Federal 
Economics Relations Departments of the Ministry of Planning and Investment in Viet Nam. He 
initially joined the Ministry in 1986 and was promoted to his current position in January 2007. Dr. 
Pham Hoang Mai’s research interests include socio-economic development in Viet Nam during 
the transition period towards a market economy, economic development and co-operation in the 
Asian region. His articles and book have been published in Singapore, the United Kingdom and 
Australia. Dr. Pham Hoang Mai gained his doctorate from the Massey University in New 
Zealand. 
 
 
RICHARD MANNING is Chair of the OECD's Development Assistance Committee (DAC). He 
took up his duties on 16 June 2003. Mr. Manning was former Director General for Policy at the 
UK Department for International Development (DFID). He worked for DFID and its predecessor 
agencies from 1965 to 2003, including periods spent serving in West Africa and South East 
Asia, and as Alternate Executive Director at the World Bank. Before becoming Chair, Mr. 
Manning worked with the DAC over many years, and was from 2001 to early 2003 Chair of the 
DAC Task Force on Aid Practices which produced a report on "Harmonising Donor Practices for 
Effective Aid Delivery" ahead of the High Level Forum in Rome in February 2003. In March 
2005 he was Co-Chair at the Paris High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness. 
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MATTHEW MARTIN, Director, formerly with the World Bank, Overseas Development Institute 
and Oxford University, he has been advising developing countries, international organizations 
and donors on development financing and debt issues since 1991. He handles design and 
liaison with developing country policymakers, donors and regional and international partner 
organizations. His specializations are in debt relief, analyzing the quality and sustainability of 
new aid and private flows, and fiscal, financial sector and macroeconomic issues. 
 
 
FIRMINO G. MUCAVELE is the Executive Head of the New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development (NEPAD) and Special Adviser to the President of Mozambique. During his career, 
Mr. Mucavele has long been engaged with the UN been: In 2000 to integrate a team of experts 
for the third conference on Science and Technology for the development of Least Developed 
Countries; in 2001 to integrate the Steering Committee of African Economists to develop the 
Millennium Africa Recovery Program; in 1995 in the evaluation of the food, agriculture and 
natural resources sector coordinating units of the Southern African Development Community. 
Previously, he has served as consultant for the USAID, OXFAM Belgica, World Bank and 
PricewaterhouseCoopers in missions of food security analysis, environmental economic 
analysis, agricultural markets liberalization in Mozambique and rural development. Mr. 
Mucavele holds a PhD in Food and Resource Economics from the University of Florida, United 
States. 
 
 
KUMI NAIDOO is the Secretary General and CEO of CIVICUS: World Alliance for Citizen 
Participation, an international alliance of organizations dedicated to strengthening citizen 
participation worldwide. He has been appointed by the UN Secretary-General to the Panel of 
Eminent Persons on UN Civil Society Relations, is a member of the steering committee of the 
World Economic Forum’s Global Governance Initiative, and chairs the Global Call to Action 
against Poverty campaign. He also currently serves as the chairperson of the Partnership for 
Transparency Fund, which supports civil society efforts to eradicate corruption, and is a board 
member of the Association for Women's Rights in Development. He was the founding director of 
the South African NGO Coalition and served on the task team which drafted new NGO 
legislation. Mr. Naidoo holds a doctorate in political science from Oxford University, where he 
was a Rhodes Scholar. 
 
 
MARIOS OBWONA is Principal Research Fellow at the Economic and Policy Research Centre 
(EPRC) in Uganda. Mr. Obwona has over 15 years of university teaching and applied policy-
relevant research experience. From 1983 to 1990, he was lecturer at the Institute of Statistics 
and Applied Economics, Makerere University. During his tenure at the EPRC, Mr. Obwona was 
seconded to the Central Bank of Uganda, between 2002 and 2004, where he has served as the 
Executive Director for Research and Policy. He has also carried out a number of commissioned 
consultancy assignments for international organizations such as the World Bank, UNIDO, AfDB, 
UNDP, IFPRI, AERC and EAC in the areas of trade, foreign direct investment, public finance, 
foreign debt, fiscal decentralization and regional integration. Mr. Onbwona holds a BStat from 
Makerere University, an MSc from London School of Economics and a PhD from the Australian 
National University. 
 
 
JOHN RWANGOMBWA is Secretary General and the Secretary to the Treasury in the Ministry 
of Finance and Economic Planning in Rwanda; a post he has occupied since September 2005. 
Previously, Mr. Rwangombwa served as an Accountant General, February - September 2005, 
and as the Director of Treasury, February 2002 - February 2005. Before joining the Ministry, he 
was the Deputy Commissioner of Customs and Excise in the Rwanda Revenue Authority, June 
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1998 – February 2002. Mr. Rwangombwa received his bachelor’s degree in commerce majoring 
in accounting from the Makerere University in Uganda and holds an MBA from the Maastricht 
School of Management in the Netherlands. 
 
 
RUBENS RICUPERO, currently Dean of the Faculty of Economics of FAAP (a private 
foundation) in São Paulo, Brazil and Chairman of the Board of the Fernand Braudel Institute of 
World Economics, also in São Paulo, was the Secretary General of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), in Geneva, from 1995 to 2004. Before that, 
he was the Minister of Finance in Brazil (1994) and responsible for the introduction of the new 
Brazilian currency and the Real Plan for the stabilization of country’s economy. Previously, he 
was the Minister for the Environment and the Amazon (1993-94), Ambassador to the United 
States of America (1991-93), to the United Nations in Geneva (1987-91) and Italy (1995) as well 
as Chairman of the GATT Council of Representatives (1990) and the GATT Contracting Parties 
(1991). He has written several books on economic development and international relations. 
 
 
DEDI M. MASYKUR RIYADI is part of the Minister’s Expert Staff for Economic and 
Development Funding Affairs, prior to which he was Deputy Minister for Human Resources and 
Cultural Affairs. From May 2002 to August 2005, Mr. Riyadi was Deputy Minister for Natural 
Resources and Environment and Deputy Head from March 2001 to May 2002 of the National 
Development Planning Agency for Regional Development and Natural Resources. Between 
1995 and 2001, he headed various Bureaus, including the Bureau for Preparation and Analysis 
of Development Projects. Mr. Riyadi was member of the Planning Staff at the Bureau for Natural 
Resources Management and Environment between 1979 and 1993, and Research Staff at the 
Forest Research Institute under Ministry of Agriculture from 1976 to 1979. He is a graduate in 
Forest Management from Bogor Agricultural University in Indonesia, and received his PhD in 
Resource Economics from Oregon State University in the United States. 
 
 
ANTONIO TUJAN JR. is a writer, researcher, editor, social activist, and educator. He is the 
chairperson of the global Management Committee of the Reality of Aid network since 2002. He 
was one of the founders of IBON Foundation Inc. in 1978 and is now its Research Director. 
Besides acting as consultant to other NGOs and people’s organizations, he is concurrently the 
Director of the Institute of Political Economy and Chairperson of the Asia Pacific Research 
Network. He is convener of the International Initiative on Corruption and Governance, and co-
chair of the global network on good and agriculture - Peoples Coalition for Food Sovereignty. 
He has written and edited several books and articles, including “Trade Liberalization” (APRN 
2006). 


