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Background

The 2005 World Summit outcome mandated the
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) to convene a 
biennial high-level Development Cooperation Forum 
(DCF) that would review trends in international development 
cooperation, including strategies, policies and financing; 
promote greater coherence among the development activities of 
different development partners and strengthen the normative 
and operational link in the work of the United Nations.

The conclusion of the first Development Cooperation 
Forum which took place in New York in July 2008 
represented the first decisive step in positioning the 
Economic and Social Council as a key venue for global 
dialogue and policy review of the effectiveness and 
coherence of international development cooperation. The 
2008 Forum also reaffirmed the demand for an inclusive 
and universally recognized space for discussions on 
international development cooperation. 

By giving voice to a wide range of stakeholders, including 
civil society, parliaments, local governments and the 
private sector, the Forum gave promise of becoming an 
effective global platform for representative, participatory 
and multi-stakeholder dialogue on major development 
cooperation issues.

ESCAP Regional Forum

To ensure a comprehensive consultative process in
preparing for the 2010 DCF, the United Nations
Department of Economic and Social Affairs is supporting
the organization of several high-level symposiums. As the 
first in this series the Asia Pacific Regional Development 
Cooperation Forum (DCF), in cooperation with ESCAP, 
will take place on 21-22 October 2008 in Bangkok. The
forum will particularly explore trends and progress in 

triangular and south south cooperation in the Asia Pacific 
region.

Agenda

The meeting is co organized by the United Nations 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), the 
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific (UN-ESCAP) and the UNDP Special 
Unit for South South Cooperation. It will be organized 
around four segments and common plenary sessions with 
presentations, country-based case studies and discussions,
addressing among others the following questions: Can 
lessons learnt in Asia on triangular and South South 
development cooperation apply to other regions?, How to 
support the development of voluntary systems in 
monitoring and evaluation?, How to improve monitoring 
and data collection on South-South and triangular 
development cooperation? And, How the United Nations
System can help?

Outcome

As a major preparatory event for the 2010 DCF, the 
discussions will solicit the views of all stakeholders with 
regard to current experiences and future expectations of 
partnerships in selected areas of development cooperation.
The discussions and recommendations will be captured in 
a joint statement, including key policy messages, which will 
serve to inform the consultative process and analytical 
preparations for the 2010 DCF.


