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Mr. Vice-President, 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the opening of this year’s general segment of the Council.  

My colleagues will introduce briefly the Secretariat reports to the segment, as they arise on your programme.  I 
want simply to make a few remarks on your agenda this year, in the context of the effort to enhance coherence in 
the overall work of ECOSOC. 

 
Already, the Council has made significant progress in this direction, particularly at this year’s session.  

From the focused perspective of promoting policy coherence in pursuing what the Secretary-General has called 
the “implementation challenge,” the Council’s high-level segment addressed comprehensively the various 
dimensions of the UN Development Agenda— the internationally agreed development goals.  The coordination 
segment concentrated on how to tackle the implementation challenge, by developing concerted, system-wide UN 
responses.  The operational activities segment then reviewed the system’s progress in formulating integrated and 
coherent approaches at the country-level; it focused on ways to optimize the contribution of the system’s 
operational activities to advancing the Development Agenda.  And the humanitarian segment considered 
approaches to the coordination of relief activities that can best facilitate the resumption of long-term development. 
 

The Secretariat has endeavoured to support this effort, mainly by structuring and preparing its reports so 
as to highlight linkages—and thus further opportunities for strengthening coherence. 

 
For example, we have prepared a single report for both the high-level and coordination segments. And we 

coordinated the documents for the operational activities segment so that they would develop the thrust of that 
report.  
 

Clearly, for further progress on this front, the broad consensus on the UN Development Agenda provides 
the framework.  And this, it seems to me, applies precisely to the effort better to integrate the work of the general 
segment into the thrust of the work of the substantive session as a whole, thus reinforcing its contribution to the 
Council’s overall mission. 

 
The programme for the general segment is the most extensive and complex of all segments.  And it 

includes a large number of specific—and, at times, ostensibly disparate—items.  We can give those items their 
due attention, and simultaneously serve the cause of coherence, by focusing on their linkages to one another and 
to the broader ECOSOC agenda. 
 

This may not easily encompass all of the items on your programme.  But, in many cases, it means simply 
connecting issues and tasks in a more deliberate way to the broader strategic purposes that they serve.   

 
First, the general segment’s agenda includes a number of items or reports that relate to promoting an 

integrated and coordinated follow-up to conferences—a central part of the Council’s overall mission.  The 
substantive dimensions of these discussions should build on the policy advances made at the high-level segment.  
And their organizational aspects should aim, above all, to approach and structure the intergovernmental work so 
as to optimize its overall contribution to the development agenda.  A key example is the discussion on how better 
to organize the work of the second and third committees of the General Assembly and the related aspects of the 
Council’s work. 

 
Second, the segment is tasked to address the follow-up to individual UN conferences—the Monterrey 

Conference and the Brussels Conference on Least Developed Countries.  Here, the Council should practice what 
it preaches to the functional commissions and other bodies charged with monitoring the implementation of the 
outcomes of different UN conferences: to do justice to the unique features of each of these conferences, while at 
the same time, contributing to their effective integration in the wider Development Agenda. 
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Third, the general segment has responsibility for what a previous ECOSOC President, Ambassador 
Rosenthal, has called “the management” of its subsidiary machinery, chiefly, its functional commissions.  The 
continuing challenge here is ensuring that this “management” function has policy content—a policy thrust that 
can serve to enhance the contribution of the entire ECOSOC system to development.  The consolidated report of 
the Secretary-General on the work of the functional commissions, which supplements their individual reports, has 
been reoriented and expanded this year better to assist the Council in this respect.  The main innovation is its 
long-term view:  it provides an analysis of the commissions’ work around common themes of the Millennium 
Declaration and the conference outcomes.  And it examines progress made by the commissions in advancing the 
internationally agreed development goals over the past five years.  We welcome your feedback on how to shape 
this and other reports so as to continue to enhance their contribution. 
 

Fourth, the general segment will review the annual report of the Chief Executives Board of the UN 
system.  The report covers the system’s progress in aligning itself to the UN Development Agenda and in gearing 
its further efforts towards achieving the internationally agreed development goals.  The segment will also address 
a series of system-wide coordination issues, such as in relation to the system’s work to combat HIV/AIDS.  And I 
hope that both the annual CEB report and these specific coordination issues will be considered against the 
backdrop of CEB’s “One United Nations” publication, presented at the high-level segment and pursued at the 
coordination segment.     
 

And a fifth example of the integration challenge that this segment faces:  when the segment considers the 
reports of the Ad Hoc Advisory Groups on Haiti, Guinea-Bissau and Burundi today, its ultimate concern must be 
how to help these countries get back on a path of progress towards the development goals.  In my view, this basic 
concern should shape the Council’s overall contribution to peace-building, including the UN-wide reforms under 
consideration in this vital area.  Indeed, progress in peace-building is equally vital to advancing the 
Organization’s mission in peace and security and in development.     
 

I spoke a moment ago about how advancing integration and coherence within and among the Council’s 
segments requires a clear sense of purpose.  Flexibility, however, is also important.  And this flexibility should 
include considering whether some of these or other tasks would fit better into other parts of ECOSOC’s work.  As 
I have previously suggested, should the Council consider CEB annual reports in the coordination segment, rather 
than in the general segment?  And, rather than simply following the established distribution of responsibility 
among the segments, should the allocation of items and reports also be guided by the substantive themes set each 
year for each segment?   

 
In all of these discussions, of course, the fundamental question should remain, “What change in policies 

and processes must be introduced to further the UN Development Agenda and the internationally agreed 
development goals?” 

 
* * * 

Mr. President, 
 

We meet at an exciting time for the UN Development Agenda.  This manifests in many ways.  But for 
me, today, one of the most striking is how we have moved to the verge of a major change in the way ECOSOC 
works—in its approach to its core management and policy coordination functions.  ECOSOC can approach these 
not as thankless, yet necessary, functions, compelled by a complex structure.  Rather, it can and should approach 
them as indispensable means to an essential end—an  end that has finally come back to the top of the international 
agenda and towards which the Council is uniquely suited to contribute, precisely because of the diverse structures 
at its disposal. 

 
The decisions to be taken at the World Summit, this September, could truly launch ECOSOC into a new 

phase as the force for propelling the effective implementation of the Development Agenda.  I hope that this 
prospect will guide and galvanize the work of this general segment, as it has the preceding segments. 

 
Thank you. 
 
 


