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Ambassador Maria Emma Mejia Vélez, Vice-PresidéBE@OSOC,
Excellencies,
Ladies and gentlemen,

| am very pleased to join you at this year’s Operatl Activities Segment.

The core mandate of the Operational Activities Sexgins to review progress in the
implementation of General Assembly resolution 68/88 the Quadrennial Comprehensive
Policy Review.

This year's segment also include another objectitech is to continue the dialogue
recently launched by the Council on the longer-tpasitioning of the UN development system
in the context of the post-2015 development agenda.

| am confident that the Operational Activities semtnand the dialogue will break new
ground in ensuring that the UN system is readyfpert Member States in implementing the
universal and unified development agenda.

| want to use this opportunity to reaffirm the sigoccommitment of the Department of
Economic and Social Affairs in supporting this prss.

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

This year’s report of the Secretary-General on msgin QCPR implementation was
prepared in close consultation with the UN develeptisystem. | would like to convey my
sincere thanks to the UNDG members, UNDOCO andCtiB Secretariat for their cooperation.

Let me now briefly highlight selected messages fthim year’s report, beginning with
the issue ofunding.
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Total contributions to the UN development syster2(d3 were $26.4 billion. The total
ODA as reported to OECD/DAC was $147.1 billion. Opkrational activities for development
account for 17 per cent of this amount.

In 2013, while maintaining the same percentag@@aptevious year, the UN
development system is no longer the single largjfestnel of multilateral partners that report
their flows to DAC. It comes in as second, behimel European Commission.

Funding of operational activities has also becomeesiasingly diversified in recent years.
In 2013, for example, 23 per cent of total conttidms to the UN development system came
from multilateral organizations, global funds, ngovernmental and private sources, compared
to 8 per cent in 1997.

All major funds and programmes either initiatecconducted structured dialogues with
Member States in 2014 on funding of operationalaies for development. The funds and
programmes also developed common principles focdimeept of “critical mass” of core
funding. Such dialogues can provide the platformMember States to discuss how can the
funding architecture be best fit for the post-2@ia.

| would now like to turn to the issue cdipacity development andoperational
effectiveness.

In terms of relevance of the UN development sys@3rper cent of countries agree that
the UN is effective in targeting the poorest andtriisadvantaged.

The development of national capacities for develepinplanning, data collection and
analysis, implementation, reporting, monitoring avdluation, is a core function of the UN
development system.

The UN development system uses national expertsnatitltions to a large extent when
it comes to programme design and implementationtda limited degree only in procurement,
financial management, monitoring, evaluation armbreng.

From the UN development system’s perspective, gradilization of national systems is
hindered often due to the limited capacity of naianstitutions, lack of transparency, high staff
turnover and stringent donors’ requirements. Froog@amme countries governments’
perspective, the UN appears to be risk averselJadhgdrocedures too complex to allow the use
of national systems.

UN agencies have stepped up efforts to supporthS8atith cooperation, South-South
cooperation is integrated in 20 out of 22 agenaresin over 80 UN Development Assistance
Frameworks (UNDAFs). The report reveals that exgstthallenges to scaling up UN support to
South-South cooperation require a clearer undetstgrof the role of the UN system in
promoting the South-South cooperation. This alsplires commensurate capacities;
institutional strategies and regulations that fet# the integration of this modality.
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The UN development system has made progress iregeadality and women'’s
empowerment, with 45% of UNDAFs featuring resultsggnder equality. However, continuous
efforts are needed if the majority of entities @reneet the performance standards set by the UN
System-wide Action Plan on Gender by the year 2017.

In the area ofunctioning of the UN development system, implementation ois@CPR
mandates is on track while others remain work-iogpess.

Out of 22 UN entities, 15 entities have now aligtieeir strategic plans with the QCPR
and 13 have reported on QCPR progress to theirgmgebodies.

A large majority of Governments in programme comstconfirm that the UNDAF
ensures national ownership and leadership. And @ééthat UNDAFs help them achieve better
results. At the same time, there is need to actel@fforts to simplify and harmonize agency-
specific programming and reporting instrumentslignanent with the UNDAF. Also, to
improve monitoring and reporting on UNDAF resulissupport of national development
outcomes.

The resident coordinator system continues to lemgthened with the further
implementation of the management and accountalyisyem and the cost-sharing arrangement,
as well as improved selection process. The jobrgesm of the resident coordinator has also
been updated to enhance the planning and coormimtinction. However, closing the funding
gap in the cost-sharing arrangement for the Resideardinator system remains an important
priority.

The interest of programme countries in the “delivgfas-one” approach is also
increasing. The standard operating procedurethécountries adopting the “delivering-as-one”
approach were released. The implementation ofélaelduarter plan of action, however, remains
work-in-progress, with the “operating-as-one” intgaular, continuing to progress slowly.

The standard operating procedures offer renewedrappty for the establishment of
integrated business solutions. A Joint Operati@aulify in Brazil is scheduled to commence
operations in early 2015, with 8 UN entities papiating in the pilot phase.

However, there remains much scope to strengtheash®f common services at the
country level. This should be accorded high pryoiritthe two remaining years of the current
QCPR cycle. Many common services at the countrgllde not necessarily require the
harmonization of agency-specific rules and regoiej or policies and procedures.

Modest progress has been made in the area ofgdmged management. There is clearly
a need to better understand the implications optdg a system-wide approach to results-based
management (RBM).

Demand for evidence on results will likely increas¢he coming years, and the UN
development system needs to proactively supportrgorents in adopting RBM as part of
national monitoring frameworks and statistical eyss.
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In the area of independent system-wide evaluati@mperational activities, a dedicated
secretariat — hosted by the Joint Inspection Uhias-been established to support the
implementation of the independent system-wide eatadn policy adopted in 2014. The two
pilot evaluations are in the process of being laedc The outcomes of its pilot implementation
will be reviewed during the 2016 QCPR.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The findings of the Secretary-General’s reportéatk that the UN development system
is the preferred partner for most programme coesitri

The UN development system is especially valuedt$acredibility, impartiality and
access to specialized knowledge. At the same ttrreealso asked to be more flexible and
responsive to changing needs of programme courandshe development cooperation
environment.

The Secretary-General’s report provides a wealtttatd and facts - - evidence Member
States have requested in support of both the Q@PRmentation and the dialogue.

You have started discussing several of the recordatems included in this report. | also
understand that you are beginning to consider Winatt of a QCPR would be needed in 2016.

Let me assure you once again that we are readypimost you in your work.

Thank you.
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