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Draft Side Event Concept Note 

 

“Exploring the future of development cooperation from a women’s rights 
and gender equality perspective” 

Organizers: Association for Women’s Rights in Development (AWID) 

July 6, 2012 

8:30- 9:30 AM (Conference Room B) 

Objective:  

This event will contribute to the integration of a gender equality and women’s rights 
perspective in the discussions of the 2012 DCF and, in development cooperation 
debates more broadly, moving forward. “The 2012 DCF aims to promote solutions to 
promote development cooperation, improve its quality and maximize its impact on 
national and international development priorities in the spirit of sustainable 
development….[it provides to] exchange practical solutions designed to work for the 
benefit of all people.” From a women’s rights perspective any proposals for solutions 
to achieve development and to really “benefit” all must have an integrated gender 
equality and women’s rights perspective, contributing to advance environmental 
sustainability, human rights and peace more broadly.  
 

Key issues: 

Responding to the focus of the 2012 DCF that will also review the quantity and 
quality of development cooperation and other global trends, this dialogue among 
different actors will, among other, present relevant analysis and proposals from 
women’s rights and gender equality advocates during the 2012 AWID International 
Forum on Transforming Economic Power to Advance Women’s Rights and Justice.    
This includes discussions on trends in resources for development and gender 
equality across public and private spheres; the role of development cooperation and 
significance of global governance shifts and key processes underway such as 
Rio+20, the post- Busan/HLF-4 process and the post 2015 development agenda. The 
session will also discuss the many ways that governments can access financial 
resources in order to fulfill its obligation to use ‘maximum available resources’ to 
realize women’s rights. 
 

Speakers (to be confirmed)  

• Lydia Alpizar (AWID), moderator 

• Barbara Adams, (Global Policy Forum – GPF)  

• Anne Schoenstein (AWID)  
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• Ana Maria Enriquez (Chief, UN WOMEN Fund for Gender Equality) 

• Radhika Balakrishnan (Center for Women's Global Leadership – CWGL)  

 

Expected outcomes: 

• Inputs and suggestions from a women’s rights perspective are integrated into 
the 2012 DCF generally and for other linked processes. 

• Analysis and proposals are shared from different actors on the future of 
development cooperation in the current world juncture (of interlocked crisis 
and shrinking traditional ODA sources, increasing S/S cooperation, new 
philanthropic actors…). 

• Increased collaborative dialogue among women’s rights groups with actors 
from multilateral funds, Southern donors, other development sectors and other 
social movements, to shape the future development cooperation agenda, 
ensuring it adequately responds to women’s rights and gender equality, and 
provides the necessary political and financial support to advance key 
internationally agreed development goals and human rights commitments.  

 

Contact: 

Anne Schoenstein/AWID: aschoenstein@awid.org  and 

Julia Miller jmiller@awid.org   
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