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Key Facts 

 
Global trends 

• Global employment grew at an average annual rate of 1.7 per cent between 1991 and 
2007. However, since the outbreak of the crisis, employment growth has slowed to 
1.2 per cent per annum between 2007 and 2014.i 

• 277 million jobs will need to be created over the coming five years to close the crisis-
related global jobs gap and to absorb the increase in the labour force.i 

• Global unemployment stood at 201.3 million in 2014, with 1.2 million additional 
unemployed compared with the previous year and about 31 million more compared 
with 2007.i 

• In 2014, close to 5.9 per cent of the labour force was without a job, with wide 
variations across countries.i 

• The share of jobs in the agricultural sector in developing countries fell from around 
53 per cent in 1991 to 35 per cent in 2013. In least developed countries, about 60% of 
total employment is still located in agriculture, 42 per cent in the case of lower 
middle income countries and around one-fifth in emerging economies.ii 

 
Social development of employment 

• The youth unemployment rate reached 13.0 per cent in 2014, which is almost three 
times higher than the unemployment rate for adults.iii 

• For those countries and regions with the largest gender income gaps, income losses 
of up to 30 per cent of GDP per capita are incurred in comparison to a situation 
where gender gaps in employment and participation would be lowered to the world 
average.iii 

• Almost half of the world’s employed population are still working in vulnerable 
conditions, pre-dominantly women, and are thus prevented from accessing basic 
necessities and decent work.iii 

• South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa account for most of the vulnerable employment 
globally – for both, it stood at around 76 per cent in 2014.iii 

 



 
 

Education, human capital, quality of work 

• Despite big improvements by least developed countries, only two had average years 
of schooling above 6 years in 2007, compared with only one in 1980. The number of 
lower middle income countries with above 6 years of schooling more than doubled, 
from 30 per cent in 1980 to 62 per cent in 2007. Emerging economies made a huge 
improvement, from 25 per cent above 6 years of schooling in 1980 to all but one 
country in 2007.iii 

• Human capital accounted for about 11 per cent of GDP growth between 1991 and 
2011 for advanced economies. This was more than double the share of human capital 
in GDP for developing countries.iii 

• Non-routine manual jobs still make up more than 45 per cent of total employment 
worldwide, with medium-skill routine jobs accounting for a share of around 37 per 
cent. iii  

• The share of high-skilled non-routine cognitive jobs has been increasing steadily. It 
varies widely across regions, ranging from less than  7 per cent in Sub-Saharan Africa 
to almost 40 per cent in developed economies. iii 

 
 
Wage, productivity, inequality 

• While real wage growth in 2013 reached 6 per cent in Asia and nearly 6 per cent in 
Eastern Europe and Central Asia, it amounted to less than 1 per cent in Latin 
America and the Caribbean and also Africa.iv 

• The combination of slow employment and wage growth has contributed to a long-
term decline in the labour income share in most countries.v 

• In developing countries, the middle class now makes up more than 34 per cent of 
total employment. v 

• In the advanced economies almost 25 per cent of total income went to the richest 10 
per cent in society in 2011. v  

 
 
 
 
 
 

i http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/publication/wcms_243961.pdf  
ii http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_324678.pdf  
iii http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/publication/wcms_243961.pdf  
iv http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_324678.pdf  
v http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/publication/wcms_243961.pdf  
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