ECOSOC Resolution 2006/44

Role of the Economic and Social Council in the
integrated and coordinated implementation of the
outcomes of and follow-up to major United Nations
conferences and summits, in the light of General
Assembly resolutions 50/227, 52/12 B and 57/270 B

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its agreed conclusions 1995/1 and 2002/1 and its
relevant resolutions on the integrated and coordinated implementation
of and follow-up to the outcomes of the major United Nations
conferences and summits,

Recalling also the internationally agreed development goals,
including the Millennium Development Goals, and the outcomes of the
major United Nations conferences and summits and the reviews of their
implementation in the economic, social and related fields, including the
Millennium Summit and 2005 World Summit,

Recalling further General Assembly resolutions 50/227 of 24 May
1996, 52/12 B of 19 December 1997, 57/270 B of 23 June 2003 and
60/265 of 30 June 2006,

Bearing in mind the ongoing process of reform of the United
Nations,

1.  Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General of 21 June
2006, and underlines the need for the Secretariat to implement the
decisions of the Council regarding reports in response to the Council’s
decisions and resolutions;

2. Decides to continue to promote the integrated and
coordinated implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the
major United Nations conferences and summits, bearing in mind the
need to respect the thematic unity of each of the conferences and the
interlinkages between them;

3. Welcomes the progress made in their review of their working
methods by several functional commissions and subsidiary bodies of the
Economic and Social Council during their 2006 sessions, and in this
regard invites those functional commissions and other relevant
subsidiary bodies that have not yet done so to continue to examine their
methods of work, as mandated by the General Assembly in its
resolution 57/270 B, in order to better pursue the implementation of the
outcomes of the major United Nations conferences and summits, and to
submit their reports to the Council with the aim of concluding the
review of their working methods by 2007;

4. Decides to replace the individual joint bureaux meetings
with one meeting of the chairs of the functional commissions and the
Economic and Social Council to be held in the beginning of each
calendar year, making use of teleconferencing whenever possible;
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5. Notes the progress made in 2006 to enhance cooperation
between the functional commissions and the regional commissions, and
invites the functional commissions that have not yet done so to work
towards strengthening their cooperation with the regional commissions,
as well as relevant funds and programmes of the United Nations and the
specialized agencies;

6. Invites the regional commissions, in cooperation with
regional organizations and other regional processes, as appropriate, to
further contribute within their respective mandates to the
implementation and reviews of the outcomes of the major United
Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social and related
fields;

7. Decides to further strengthen its linkages with the regional
commissions, including through the contribution of the commissions to
the preparation of reports on reviews of implementation;

8. Underscores that the functional commissions, when
mandated, should continue to have the primary responsibility for the
review and assessment of progress made in implementing the outcomes
of the United Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social
and related fields;

9. Reiterates its request to the Secretary-General, in his
capacity as Chairman of the United Nations System Chief Executives
Board for Coordination, to continue to include in the annual overview
report of the Chief Executives Board, information on the
mainstreaming, integration and coordination of development activities
at the Secretariat level and in this regard, decides to strengthen the
consideration of the report of the Chief Executives Board;

10. Decides to continue to take necessary steps towards the
effective implementation of the provisions of General Assembly
resolutions 50/227, 52/12 B and 57/270 B that are relevant to the work
of the Economic and Social Council and its subsidiary system;

11. Also decides to take further steps to enable the Council to
perform its crucial coordination responsibility effectively and requests
the Secretary-General to submit proposals, in particular for making the
documentation more user-friendly;

12. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report on the role
of the Economic and Social Council in the integrated and coordinated
implementation of the outcomes of and follow-up to major United
Nations conferences and summits, in light of General Assembly
resolutions 50/227, 52/12 B, 57/270 B and 60/265, which should also
adequately reflect the work of the functional commissions in 2007,
including actions taken to follow up the present resolution, for
consideration by the Council at its substantive session in 2007.

43rd plenary meeting
28 July 2006



