ECOSOC Resolution 2005/11

Future organization and methods of work of the
Commission for Social Development

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 57/270 B of 23 June 2003,
in which the Assembly requested each functional commission of the
Economic and Social Council to examine its methods of work in order
to better pursue the implementation of the outcomes of the major United
Nations conferences and summits, and to report to the Council no later
than 2005 on the outcome of that examination,

Recalling also the primary responsibility of the Commission for
Social Development for the follow-up to the World Summit for Social
Development and the review of the Copenhagen Declaration and
Programme of Action! and the outcome of the twenty-fourth special
session of the General Assembly,?2

1.  Recognizes that the organization of work of the Commission
for Social Development should contribute to advancing the
implementation of the Copenhagen Declaration and Programme of
Action3 and the outcome of the twenty-fourth special session of the
General Assembly,4 bearing in mind links with the internationally
agreed development goals, including those contained in the United
Nations Millennium Declaration;>

2.  Decides that in order to fulfil its mandate, beginning with its
forty-fifth session, the work of the Commission will be organized in a
series of two-year action-oriented implementation cycles, which will
include a review segment and a policy segment and that the
Commission should strengthen the connection between its review of
implementation and its policy recommendations;

3. Also decides that in its sessions, the Commission will also
continue to review plans and programmes of action pertaining to social
groups, including in relation to the priority theme;

4. Decides further that in its review of the implementation of
the Copenhagen Declaration and Programme of Action and the outcome
of the twenty-fourth special session of the General Assembly, the
Commission should emphasize increased exchange of national, regional
and international experiences, focused and interactive dialogues among
experts and practitioners, and sharing of best practices and lessons
learned;

1 Report of the World Summit for Social Development, Copenhagen, 6-12 March
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annexes | and II.

2 General Assembly resolution S-24/2, annex.

3 Report of the World Summit for Social Development, Copenhagen, 6-12 March
1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.8), chap. I, resolution 1,
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5. Decides that the Commission should invite all relevant
stakeholders to continue to participate in its work at an appropriately
high level;

6. Invites the regional commissions, in collaboration with the
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat, to
consider organizing regional meetings and activities, as necessary and
appropriate, in order to contribute to the work of the Commission, in
collaboration, as appropriate, with other regional and subregional
intergovernmental organizations and bodies and the regional offices of
funds and programmes of the United Nations system;

7. Decides that the Commission at its forty-fourth session
should consider further its methods of work, bearing in mind its own
experiences and those of other functional commissions, and that its
consideration should include the nature of its outcomes, negotiated and
otherwise, the inclusion of emerging issues within its programme of
work and the choice of themes for the 2007/2008 cycle;

8.  Also decides that the Commission, at its forty-sixth session,
should review the functioning of the two-year review and policy cycle,
in order to ensure that this approach enhances the effectiveness and
functioning of the Commission.
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