ECOSOC Resolution 2004/61

Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Guinea-Bissau

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolutions 2002/1 of 15 July 2002, 2003/1 of 31
January 2003, 2003/53 of 24 July 2003, 2003/50 of 24 July 2003 and
2004/1 of 3 May 2004, and its decision 2002/304 of 25 October 2002,

1.  Takes note with appreciation of the supplementary report of
the Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Guinea-Bissau! and its
recommendations;

2. Welcomes the interaction and cooperation that has taken
place between the Economic and Social Council and the Security
Council, within their respective mandates, on the situation in Guinea-
Bissau;

3. Welcomes also the promising developments that have taken
place with regard to the economic, social and political situation in
Guinea-Bissau following the legislative elections in March 2004 as well
as the reforms initiated by the Government to improve the management
of public finances;

4. Welcomes further the recommitment of the Government of
Guinea-Bissau to the partnership approach, endorsed by the Economic
and Social Council in its resolution 2003/1 of 31 January 2003, calls on
donor countries to support the development efforts of the Government
of Guinea-Bissau, including through contributions to the Emergency
Economic Management Fund, managed by the United Nations
Development Programme, and urges the international community, in
particular the donor countries, to increase their assistance to the country
in meeting its short-term needs and to implement a long-term
programme of support;

5. Encourages the Government of Guinea-Bissau to hold
presidential elections by May 2005 and, in this regard, calls on the
international community to support Guinea-Bissau in holding the
elections in order to complete the second phase of the Transition
Charter;

6. Encourages the International Monetary Fund to consider all
possible forms of further support to Guinea-Bissau, and calls upon the
donor community to participate in the round table being organized by
the United Nations Development Programme, tentatively scheduled for
November 2004, which would further the partnership approach;

7. Decides to extend the mandate of the Ad Hoc Advisory
Group until the organizational session of the Economic and Social
Council in 2005, with the purpose of monitoring the implementation of
its recommendations, following closely the humanitarian situation and
the economic and social conditions unfolding in the country and
reporting, as appropriate, to the Council and at its organizational
session in 2005;
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8. Requests the Secretary-General, the United Nations
Development Group, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs as well as the relevant United Nations funds and programmes
and the specialized agencies to continue to assist the Ad Hoc Advisory
Group in accomplishing its mandate, and invites the Bretton Woods
institutions to continue to cooperate to that end.
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