ECOSOC Resolution 2003/60

Public administration and development

The Economic and Social Council,
Recalling its resolution 2002/40 of 19 December 2002,

1. Takes note of the report of the Committee of Experts on
Public Administration on its second session;!

2. Reiterates that efficient, accountable, effective and
transparent public administration, at both the national and international
levels, has a key role to play in the implementation of the
internationally agreed development goals, including those contained in
the United Nations Millennium Declaration,2 and in that context
stresses the need to strengthen national public sector administrative and
managerial capacity-building, in particular in developing countries and
countries with economies in transition;

3. Reiterates also that strengthening public administration and
the State are at the forefront of the development agenda to achieve the
internationally agreed development goals, including those contained in
the Millennium Declaration, and that revitalizing public administration
is considered to be one of the essential components of economic and
social development, and in this context decides to explore the
possibility of considering this theme at a future high-level segment;

4.  Decides that the Committee shall meet annually, instead of
biennially, for one week, given the need to adapt to the ever-changing
environment and owing to the fact that rapidly emerging issues need to
be addressed in a timely manner, with a focus on the need to modernize
in all countries public sector human resource systems, strengthen
systems of accountability and transparency and explore the potential of
e-government to develop innovative public administrative tools;

5. Also decides that the Committee, within the framework
decided upon in General Assembly resolution 57/270 B of 23 June
2003, should contribute to the integrated and coordinated follow-up to
major United Nations conferences and summits in the economic and
social fields;

6.  Approves the following agenda for the next meeting of the
Committee, to be held at United Nations Headquarters from 29 March
to 2 April 2004:

1. Revitalizing public administration.

2 Public sector institutional capacity for African renewal.
3. Analysis of existing basic data on the public sector.
4

Review of the United Nations Programme in Public
Administration and Finance.

1 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2003, Supplement No. 44
(E/2003/44).
2 General Assembly resolution 55/2.



7. Urges the Committee to continue to work in accordance with
its mandate.
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