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Percentage of countries with adult illiteracy rate of: Number of countries

 Less 
than
 10 

per cent
10-29

per cent
30-49 

per cent

  50 per  
cent or
 more Total

With
data

available Total

Less developed regions        27        31        19        23 100      114      141

Least developed
countries

         3        11        25        61 100        36        45 

Africa          0        28        32        40 100        47        53

Asia and Oceania a        36        38        10        15 100        39        57

Latin America and 
  the Caribbean

       61        25        11          4 100        28        31
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Percentage of countries with adult illiteracy rate of: Number of countries

Female
higher

than male: 
20 points 
or more

Female
higher 

than male: 
5-19 points

Difference
less than 
5 points

Male higher
 than

female:
 5 points 
or more Total

With
data

available Total

Less developed regions        32        34        30 4 100     114      141

Least developed
countries

       64        31          3 3 100       36        45

Africa        53        34          6 6 100       47        53

Asia and Oceania a        31        44        26 0 100       39        57

Latin America and 
  the Caribbean

         0        21        75 4 100       28        31
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Percentage point difference
in adult illiteracy between sexes
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