World Population Policies 2013

Table V.1. Government views on the spatial distribution of the
population, 1976-2013

By level of development

Number of countries Percentage

Major Minor Major Minor
change change change change
desired desired  Satisfactory Total desired desired  Satisfactory Total

1976 78 55 17 150 52 37 11 100
1986 75 71 18 164 46 43 11 100
1996 80 57 55 192 42 30 29 100
2005 97 64 33 194 50 33 17 100
2013 118 60 19 197 60 30 10 100
1976 4 19 11 34 12 56 32 100
1986 3 18 13 34 9 53 38 100
1996 11 15 22 48 23 31 46 100
2005 17 18 13 48 35 38 27 100
2013 14 24 11 49 29 49 22 100
1976 74 36 6 116 64 31 5 100
1986 72 53 5 130 55 41 4 100
1996 69 42 33 144 48 29 23 100
2005 80 46 20 146 55 32 14 100
2013 104 36 8 148 70 24 5 100
1976 27 15 0 42 64 36 0 100
1986 26 22 0 48 54 46 0 100
1996 30 12 6 48 63 25 13 100
2005 31 17 2 50 62 34 4 100
2013 39 10 0 49 80 20 0 100
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Table V.1. (Continued)

By major area

Number of countries Percentage

Major Minor Major Minor
change change change change
desired desired  Satisfactory Total desired desired  Satisfactory Total

1976 36 12 0 48 75 25 0 100
1986 34 17 0 51 67 33 0 100
1996 33 13 6 52 63 25 12 100
2005 38 13 2 53 72 25 4 100
2013 43 10 1 54 80 19 2 100
Asia
1976 14 19 4 37 38 51 11 100
1986 11 24 3 38 29 63 8 100
1996 17 18 11 46 37 39 24 100
2005 23 16 8 47 49 34 17 100
2013 32 9 7 48 67 19 15 100
1976 2 17 10 29 7 59 34 100
1986 2 15 12 29 7 52 41 100
1996 10 13 20 43 23 30 47 100
2005 16 15 12 43 37 35 28 100
2013 13 21 10 44 30 48 23 100

Latin America and the Caribbean

1976 22 4 1 27 81 15 4 100
1986 24 8 1 33 73 24 3 100
1996 16 7 10 33 48 21 30 100
2005 13 13 7 33 39 39 21 100
2013 21 12 0 33 64 36 0 100

Northern America

1976 0 1 1 2 0 50 50 100
1986 0 1 1 0 50 50 100
1996 0 0 2 2 0 0 100 100
2005 0 1 1 2 0 50 50 100
2013 0 1 1 2 0 50 50 100
Oceania
1976 4 2 1 7 57 29 14 100
1986 4 6 1 11 36 55 9 100
1996 4 6 6 16 25 38 38 100
2005 7 6 3 16 44 38 19 100
2013 9 7 0 16 56 44 0 100
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