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PREFACE

As part of the work programme developed by the Population Commission, the
United Nations has during the past decade and a half published a series of
manuals on demographic methodology. The first three manuals, which were issued
in the 1950's, dealt with the following subjects: the methods of estimating the
total population of countries for current dates (Manual I); the methods of
evaluating the quality of basic data for population estimates (Vanual II); and
the methods of projecting the population by sex and age (Manual III). Manual IV,
which appeared in 1967, presented methods of estimating basic demographic
measures from incomplete data.

The present manual is the first to be issued in response to the Population
Commission's recommendation that the United Nations prepare and publish technical
manuals on methods of analysis and evaluation of population census results. It
is concerned with methods of analysing data on economic activities and provides
methodological guidelines for studies of the growth of the economically active
population, its composition in terms of demographic characteristics and of
industry, occupation and status (as, for example, employer or employee) and
factors affecting these characteristics of manpower. The United Nations manuals
on methods of analysing census data are intended as aids to policy-making and
planning of economic and social development, with primary reference to developing
countries.

This manual was prepared for the United Nations by John D. Durand and
Ann R. Miller of the Population Studies Center of the University of Pennsylvania.
The annex was contributed by Abdel-Fattah Nassef, also of the Population Studies
Center. Materials prepared by Surinder Mehta of the University of Massachusetts
were also drawn on by the authors.

The International labour Office collaborated with the Population Division of
the United Nations in reviewing and commenting on drafts of the manual.
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