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of the material in this publication do not imply
the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of the Secretariat of the United Nations con-
cerning the legal status of any country, territory,
city or area or of its authorities, or concerning
the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
The designations “more developed regions” and
“less developed regions” are intended for statisti-
cal convenience and do not necessarily express a
judgement about the state reached by a particular
country or area in the development process. The
term “country” as used in the text of this publica-
tion also refers, as appropriate, to territories or
areas.

Two dots (..) indicate that data are either not avail-
able, insignificant or zero.

An em dash (—) indicates that the item is not
applicable.

X indicates that the Government has implement-
ed the measure.

not implemented the measure.

Figures may not add to totals because of round-
ing.

The data regarding HIV/AIDS reflect the latest
estimates available at the end of 2007. Data for
the world total are from the 2007 edition of the
UNAIDS AIDS Epidemic Update, an annual pub-
lication that updates HIV/AIDS estimates on the
global and regional levels, but does not include
country-level estimates. The estimates from the
2007 Update indicate that, globally, 33.2 million
people were living with HIV in 2007 This figure
is 14 per cent lower than the previous estimate
from the 2006 UNAIDS Report on the Global AIDS
Epidemic (38.6 million). The new estimate does
not imply that the number of people living with
HIV worldwide is declining; rather, the number
of infected persons continues to increase but
from a lower level than previously estimated. The
reduction in the global estimate results largely
from refinements in estimation methodology and

number of countries. Country-level estimates that
are consistent with the 2007 global estimate have
not yet been published. Therefore, the HIV/AIDS
data given in this wall chart for countries and
regions are taken or calculated from the 2006
Report on the Global AIDS Epidemic (with the
exception of India*) and refer to the year 2005.

The more developed regions comprise all regions
of Europe and Northern America, Australia, New
Zealand and Japan. Countries in the more devel-
oped regions are denominated “developed coun-
tries” The less developed regions comprise all
regions of Africa, Asia (excluding Japan) and Latin
America and the Caribbean and the regions of
Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia. Countries in
the less developed regions are denominated “devel-
oping countries” The least developed countries, as
defined by the United Nations General Assembly in
December 2003, include 50 countries: Afghanistan,
Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Burkina
Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cape Verde, Central

Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea,
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Haiti, Kiribati, Lao People’s Democratic Republic,
Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Maldives,
Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal,
Niger, Rwanda, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe,
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, Somalia,
Sudan, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tuvalu, Uganda, the
United Republic of Tanzania, Vanuatu, Yemen and
Zambia.The least developed countries are a subset
of all developing countries.

1 For the 62 countries most affected by HIV/

AIDS, the life expectancy at birth and popula-
tion in 2015 are estimated or projected taking
into account AIDS-related mortality. For the
rest of the countries, where HIV prevalence is
very low or negligible, estimates and projec-
tions of life expectancy or population do not
take explicit account of the impact of AIDS.
For additional information on the procedures
used for estimating or projecting life expec-

AIDS" see World Population Prospects: The
2006 Revision, Highlights (Working Paper No.
ESA/P/WP202), available online at http:/www.
un.org/esa/population/publications/wpp2006/
wpp2006.htm.

Data on condom use are for the most recent
year available between 1995 and 2006. For 73
per cent of the countries with data on condom
use, the data refer to a year ranging from 2000
to 2006.

The global number of people living with HIV,
adult HIV prevalence, and AIDS deaths reflect
UNAIDS revised estimates for 2007.

The estimates of people living with HIV and of
adult HIV prevalence reflect the revised esti-
mates for India in 2006. In July 2007, the National
AIDS Control Organization (NACO) of India
released the most recent HIV/AIDS estimates
for the country with the acknowledgement of
UNAIDS and WHO. These most recent figures

indicate that at the end of 2006, 2.5 million peo-
ple aged 15 or over were living with HIV in India,
equivalent to an adult HIV prevalence of 0.36 per
cent. Given the recency of these estimates, cor
responding estimates of the number of AIDS
deaths in India were not available at the time
this chart was prepared. The number of AIDS
deaths reported here is the lower bound of the
2005 estimate published by UNAIDS. In addi-
tion, the life expectancy at birth with and with-
out AIDS and population in 2015 were estimated
or projected using the previous, higher estimate
of adult HIV prevalence in India.

Including Mayotte.

In early 2006, new data from a national com-
munity-based survey and from rural surveil-
lance sites in Ethiopia were released. At the
time of preparation of this chart, UNAIDS had
yet to publish point estimates for Ethiopia
incorporating these new data.
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Including Ascension and Tristan da Cunha.

For statistical purposes, the data for China do
not include Hong Kong and Macao, Special
Administrative Regions of China.

As of 1 July 1997, Hong Kong became a Special
Administrative Region (SAR) of China.

As of 20 December 1999, Macao became
a Special Administrative Region (SAR) of
China.

Refers to Guernsey and Jersey.
Including Aland Islands.
Including Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands.

These ad hoc preliminary estimates for 2005
are based on the official estimates for the
United Kingdom for 2004.

Refers to the Vatican City State.

10,000 adults and children were living with
HIV in the combined populations of Serbia
and Montenegro, adult HIV prevalence was
0.2 per cent, and there were fewer than 100
deaths caused by AIDS. No estimate was pro-
vided for the number of AIDS orphans.

The FormerYugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

HIV/AIDS estimates for Canada are prelimi-
nary.

20 Including Christmas Island, Cocos (Keeling)
Islands and Norfolk Island.

Enquiries and comments should be addressed
to Ms. Hania Zlotnik, Director, Population
Division, Department of Economic and Social
Affairs, United Nations, New York, NY 10017,
USA; telephone number: 1-212-963-3179; fax
number: 1-212-963-2147. For additional informa-
tion, see www.unpopulation.org.



Adult HIV
prevalence
(percentage)

[ lLessthan 1

1

to 5

[ ]5to10
I Greater than 10

[ INo data

Adult HIV prevalence

Note: The boundaries shown on this map do not imply official endorsement or accepatance by the United Nations.

Population and HIV/AIDS 2007/

Introduction. The AIDS epidemic remains one of
the greatest challenges confronting the international
community. In countries with a large number of
people living with HIV, all population and devel-
opment indicators are affected by the epidemic.
Governments often cite HIV/AIDS as their most
significant demographic concern. For more than
two decades, the rapidly expanding HIV/AIDS epi-
demic has triggered a wide array of responses at
the national, regional and global levels. The goals
established by the United Nations General Assembly
in the 2000 Millennium Declaration and through the
adoption of the 2001 Declaration of Commitment
on HIV/AIDS reflect widely-held concerns about the
impact of the epidemic on development and human
well-being. More recently, at the 2006 High Level
Meeting on AIDS, Member States adopted a Political
Declaration focusing on how to attain universal
access to comprehensive HIV/AIDS prevention pro-
grammes, treatment, care and support by 2010.

People living with HIV. Despite the recent down-
ward revision of the HIV prevalence estimates in a
number of countries, including India, the number of
people living with HIV continues to increase in all
regions of the world. In 2007, over 33 million people
were living with HIV, including nearly 31 million
people aged 15 years or over and more than two
million children under age 15. Women made up just
over half of all adults living with HIV in 2007, and 61
per cent of adults living with HIV in sub-Saharan
Africa. Almost two-thirds of all HIV positive adults
and children lived in Africa, although this region was

The national response

home to just 14 per cent of the world population.The
epidemic has also affected several countries in Asia,
which was home to 5.1 million people living with
HIV in 2005, Eastern Europe, where the population
living with HIV amounted to 1.4 million in 2005, and
Latin America and the Caribbean, where HIV positive
people numbered nearly 2 million.

Adult HIV prevalence. Adult HIV prevalence, meas-
ured as the percentage of HIV-positive persons
among those aged 15 to 49, varies considerably
among countries and regions. At the end of 2005,
adult HIV prevalence was one per cent or higher
in 57 countries, all having generalized epidemics.
In Southern Africa, the worst-affected region in the
world, adult HIV prevalence stands at 22 per cent.
Outside of Africa, the Caribbean has the highest
adult HIV prevalence, at 1.6 per cent. HIV prevalence
has been on the rise in several countries in Asia and
Eastern Europe, which are still experiencing low-
level epidemics. In the more developed regions as a
whole, adult HIV prevalence is 0.6 per cent.

AIDS deaths. The annual number of deaths caused
by AIDS increased steadily throughout the 1990s and
until 2005. Since the disease was first diagnosed in
1981, over 25 million people have died from AIDS.
Among the 2.1 million deaths caused by AIDS in 2007,
more than three-quarters occurred in Africa. Globally,
children under age 15 account for one in every seven
deaths caused by AIDS, hence the importance of
strengthening programmes that specifically address

paediatric AIDS.

“We, Heads of State and Government and representatives of States and Governments ...
commit ourselves to pursuing all necessary efforts to scale up nationally driven, sustain-
able and comprehensive responses to achieve broad multisectoral coverage for prevention,
treatment, care and support, with full and active participation of people living with HIV,
vulnerable groups, most affected communities, civil society and the private sector, towards
the goal of universal access to comprehensive prevention programmes, treatment, care and

support by 2010”

Important groundwork has been laid for a long-term
effort towards universal access to comprehensive HIV/
AIDS prevention programmes, treatment, care and
support. By the end of 2006, 90 lower-income and mid-
dle-income countries had set national targets toward
universal access, and 25 countries had incorporated
those targets into an updated, costed and prioritized
national plan.

Of the 90 countries that had set targets by the end of
2006, 81 had established treatment-related targets,
51 had set targets on care for orphans and vulnerable
children, and 84 had established at least one preven-
tion-related target, though less consistency is appar-
ent across the broad range of prevention interven-
tions. Two-thirds of countries with prevention-related
targets had set goals for condom distribution and

The international response

The need to halt the spread of the HIV/AIDS epidemic
has prompted an impressive array of responses at
the local, national, regional and global levels. At
the High-Level Meeting on AIDS, convened by the
United Nations General Assembly on 2 June 2006, a
new global objective was proclaimed: achieving uni-
versal access to HIV prevention programmes, treat-
ment, care and support by 2010. The commitment to
universal access established a major milestone on
the road towards the realization of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) in 2015 and especially
of goal 6 (to have halted and begun to reverse the
spread of HIV/AIDS). Lack of universal access to pre-
vention programmes and treatment for those infected
is hindering the achievement of the MDGs on poverty
reduction, expansion of education, the promotion
of gender equality, and the improvement of child
and maternal health. This most recent commitment
strengthens those made by Governments in the
Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS adopted by
the United Nations General Assembly at its twenty-
sixth special session in 2001.

Bilateral and multilateral efforts to support the efforts
to combat the spread of HIV and to address its conse-
quences in low-income and middle-income countries
have often given priority to strategies that emphasize
immediate results over those whose impact is felt
over the longer-term. More than two decades into the

— Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS'

for prevention of mother-to-child transmission, while
only about half had targets for HIV testing, behav-
ioural change and appropriate knowledge among
young people.

As of December 2006, an estimated 2 million people
were receiving antiretroviral treatment in low-income
and middle-income countries, an increase of 700,000
over the number estimated to be on antiretroviral
treatment a year earlier. In spite of this progress, only
28 per cent of the estimated 7.1 million people in need
of treatment had access to antiretrovirals at the end of
2006 and access to treatment will need to be expanded
markedly in order to achieve the goal of universal
access by 2010.

1 General Assembly resolution 60/262, annex. 2 June 2006

epidemic, the need to focus on longer-term strategies
that establish a solid foundation for continued and
sustainable progress is paramount. An important con-
dition for long-term sustainability is to integrate HIV
programmes with other relevant services to combat
the spread of HIV and to address the consequences of
the epidemic.

In 2004, guiding principles to improve coordination
of national responses to the HIV/AIDS epidemic,
known as the “Three Ones’, were developed. They
call on international and national partners to align
their efforts around one agreed AIDS action frame-
work, coordinated by one national AIDS coordination
authority with a broad-based multisectoral mandate
and monitored through one agreed national monitor-
ing and evaluation system. In the 2005 World Summit
Outcome, Heads of State and Government committed
themselves to work actively to implement the “Three
Ones” and the General Assembly endorsed them again
in the 2006 Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS.

The Population Division of the Department of Economic
and Social Affairs is responsible for providing the inter-
national community with up-to-date, accurate and
scientifically objective information on population and
development. The Population Division monitors and
analyses population policies and population trends for
all countries and areas of the world, including trends
and policies related to HIV/AIDS. This wall chart pro-
vides a current picture of the HIV/AIDS epidemic and
the major responses to it.

AIDS orphans. At the world level, an estimated 15.2
million children under age 18 have been orphaned by
AIDS. Africa is home to the majority of AIDS orphans.
At the end of 2005, an estimated 12 million children
under age 18 in Africa had lost one or both parents to
AIDS. Orphans face increased risk of death, violence,
exploitation or abuse, and many are growing up in
poverty. Caring for increasing numbers of orphans
poses a major social problem, which is expected to
worsen as more parents die of AIDS. By 2010, the
number of AIDS orphans worldwide may exceed 18
million.

Life expectancy at birth. Life expectancy has plum-
meted in several of the countries most affected
by the HIV/AIDS epidemic. While the average life
expectancy at birth for the world’s population in
2007 was 67 years, life expectancy for Africa was a
low 53 years. In several of the most affected coun-
tries, AIDS has produced life expectancies that are
more than 20 years lower than what would have
been expected in the absence of AIDS.

Total population in 2015. The size of the projected
population for the 62 countries considered as sig-
nificantly affected by the HIV/AIDS epidemic will
depend in part on the success of efforts to reduce
high-risk behaviours and to increase the percent-
age of AIDS patients who receive life-prolonging
antiretroviral treatment (ART). 2015 population
with AIDS: In projecting the impact of the epidemic,
it is assumed that by 2015, 31 of the most affected
countries will succeed in providing ART to at least
70 per cent of the persons in need of treatment. In
the remaining 31 affected countries, ART coverage is
expected to be lower, reaching between 40 per cent
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and 50 per cent in 2015. The projected population
also rests on the assumption that persons receiving
ART survive, on average, 175 years following initial
infection with HIV, instead of the 10 years of average
survival expected in the absence of treatment. 2015
population without AIDS: The epidemic affects
population growth directly in terms of increased
mortality related to AIDS and indirectly through the
reduction in the number of births caused by the
sickness or premature death of potential parents.
Among the 62 countries significantly affected by the
epidemic, the population in 2015 is 2 per cent smaller
when projected taking account of the impact of HIV/
AIDS than it is when projected in the absence of the
disease. In Southern Africa, the most affected region,
the reduction in the population projected to 2015
caused by the epidemic is 14 per cent.

Government measures implemented in response
to the HIV/AIDS epidemic. The search for effective
strategies to halt the spread of the HIV/AIDS epi-
demic remains at the top of the international agenda.
Most countries have introduced policies that include
comprehensive prevention strategies, care, support
or treatment among their major components. Blood
screening: Transmission of HIV and other infectious
diseases via blood transfusions poses a serious
public health challenge for many countries. Efforts
to ensure blood safety have improved considerably,
with many countries expanding screening to cover
a larger share of the blood supply. Nevertheless,
national policies ensuring the safety of blood prod-
ucts vary in coverage and comprehensiveness.
Information and education campaigns: Achieving
a better understanding of HIV and AIDS among the
population and familiarity with prevention methods

is a necessary step in combating the spread of HIV.
Poorly-educated persons know less about HIV/AIDS
than their better educated peers; they are less likely
to use condoms consistently and are therefore more
vulnerable to infection. Governments are raising
public awareness of the risks of infection using infor-
mation, education and communication (IEC) pro-
grammes through primary and secondary education,
print media, theatre, radio, television, direct mailings
and other public service means of communication.
The participation and support of non-governmental
organizations, people living with HIV/AIDS, religious
institutions, and international and bilateral donors
are important to ensure the effectiveness of IEC
activities. Provision of antiretroviral treatment
(ART): Although ART can significantly prolong life
and reduce the suffering of AIDS patients, access
to it remains low. Three-quarters of countries have
instituted programmes to provide ART to persons
with AIDS, including 95 per cent of countries with
adult HIV prevalence above one per cent. However,
these programmes are currently reaching less than
a third of the population in need of ART. Non-
discriminatory policies: By 2007, 63 per cent of
countries had adopted legal measures to prohibit
AIDS-related discrimination, up from 59 per cent in
2005. Discrimination and stigma significantly ham-
per the effectiveness of efforts to control the epidem-
ic and hinder the achievement of universal access to
therapy. Distribution of condoms: Programmes to
promote condom use are widespread. While free dis-
tribution of condoms exists in most countries, many
Governments acknowledge difficulties in reaching
the target population. Furthermore, despite major
improvements in condom provision, supply short-
ages and poor quality persist.
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Condom use. Although programmes that distribute
condoms to protect against HIV infection are com-
mon, condom use remains rare in most regions of
the world. Data on use of condoms for contraceptive
purposes indicate that, in 50 countries, at least 5 per
cent of women who are married or in union use con-
doms. Among these countries, condom use exceeds
10 per cent in only 24. When used consistently and
properly, condoms significantly reduce the risk of
infection.

ART coverage. As of December 2006, an estimated
2 million people were receiving antiretroviral treat-
ment in developing countries, representing 28 per
cent of the estimated 7.1 million people in need of
treatment. While this figure is 700,000 higher than
that estimated for December 2005, the increasing
need for ART continues to outpace the expansion
of treatment programmes. It is reckoned that, for
every person that begins ART, six others become
newly infected with HIV. Coverage for children
requiring antiretroviral treatment is especially low.
In low and middle-income countries, only 8 per cent
of the HIV positive children requiring treatment
have access to ART.

Health expenditure per capita. Low levels of
health expenditure per capita are a major cause of
the inadequate coverage of basic health services in
developing countries. In 2004, health expenditure
per capita was US $91 in all developing countries
and US $15 in the least developed countries. In many
developing countries, the capability of mounting an
effective response to HIV and AIDS has been hin-
dered by insufficient resources and the inability to
absorb additional resources efficiently.
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