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The number of older 
persons worldwide 

is expected 
to double by 2050

1 in 8 people are
aged 60 or over 

in 2017

1 in 5 will be
aged 60 or over 

in 2050

Almost all countries are ageing

Older persons
are becoming

more likely
to live alone

and less likely
to live with

their children

www.unpopulation.org

2017 2050

Photo credit: “Dancing elderly couple” by Dennis van Zuijlekom, 2015.
(https://flickr.com/photos/dvanzuijlekom/19943090382/), used under CC BY-SA 2.0, cropped from 
original.

The designations employed and the presentation of material on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concer-
ning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The final status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties. Final boundary bet-
ween the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet been determined. A dispute exists between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas).

2017 2050

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

1990 2010

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge

Household living arrangements of persons aged 60+
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Persons aged 60 years or above

  More developed regions   Less developed regions


