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Mr. Chair,  

1. First of all, I would like to join others in congratulating you on your election as 
Chair of the Commission on Population and Development. We wish you and 
your Bureau a successful session and assure you of our full support and cooperation. 
 

2. I also thank the Secretary General for his report which has contributed immensely 
to our deliberations and discussions. 
 

3. I reiterate Bangladesh’s strong support for the principles, goals and objectives of the 
Program of Action of International Conference on Population and Development 
(ICPD) and this session’s special theme for sustainable cities, human mobility and 
international migration.  
 

4. We also align ourselves with the Group of 77 and China, particularly in recognizing 
adolescents and youths as key agents for social change, economic development, and 
technological innovation across the world. 

Mr. Chair, 

5. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development underscores the close relationship 
between ever increasing urban-bound human mobility and the sustainable cities. 
The Agenda calls for making both cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, 
resilient and sustainable. We believe that the concepts of sustainable cities and safe, 
orderly and regular migration as illustrated in 2030 Agenda are inter-twined and 
inter-connected. They rest on some common guiding principles and policy choices. 
As such, we need to bridge our gaps in terms of promoting people-centered, human 
rights based, gender responsive, child sensitive, and non-discriminatory policies at 
national and international levels.  
 

6. In Bangladesh, like any other developing countries, we are experiencing rapid 
urbanization and unprecedented human mobility towards city centers.  As the 
economy is transforming from agrarian towards manufacturing and organized 



services, urbanization continues to grow in leaps and bounds. The challenges 
include balanced distribution of urban centers in terms of population size, 
employment opportunities, housing, sanitation, water supply, urban transport and 
other essential infrastructure and services, urban governance, urban environmental 
management etc. On the top of that there are challenges from increased 
cosmopolitanism, assimilation of divergent cultures etc. Essentially, we have 
adequate reflections of these challenges and their solutions in our strategic planning 
namely perspective plan, 7th Five Year Plan, and SDG mapping in alignment with 
2030 Agenda. We believe in a whole of society and whole of Government approach 
to make sure no one is left behind.  

Mr. Chair, 

7. We are also mindful of our global responsibilities, particularly our commitments 
towards the 2030 Agenda, the Paris Climate Agreement, the New Urban Agenda, 
and the New York Declaration on the Refugees and Migrants. As such, we remain 
deeply engaged with the Global Compacts on Migration and that of the Refugees. 
We firmly believe that the progress in these fronts largely depends on broadening 
our understanding of shared responsibility. We must not backtrack from where we 
have already reached through intense inter-governmental processes. 
 

8. We must widen our recognition that movement of large populations into towns and 
cities have significant positive impacts on our social, economic, cultural and 
technological lives. Nevertheless, we should also be responsive to the variety of 
challenges posed by such large movement into towns and cities. We must appreciate 
cultural diversity, adopt ways to create more resilience against inward-looking, 
short-sighted protectionism, behave responsibly to recognize differences and thus, 
live in harmony. The challenges of urban growth and human mobility have different 
forms and dimensions in developed countries, developing countries, least developed 
countries, landlocked developing countries, small island developing states, 
countries in conflict and post conflict situations, and countries and people under 
foreign occupation. There is no one size fits all solution. But there must be prompt, 
forward-looking and continued actions as well as innovative partnerships for 
harnessing the untapped potential of human mobility for balanced urban growth.  

Mr. Chair, 

9. Before I conclude, let me reassure you that Bangladesh will remain constructively 
engaged in addressing population and development matters in the days ahead. 

 

I thank you 


