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 Summary 

 The forty-ninth session of the Commission on Population and 

Development was held at United Nations Headquarters on 17 April 

2015 and from 11 to 15 April 2016. Its special theme was 

“Strengthening the demographic evidence base for the post-2015 

development agenda”. 

 The Commission considered the report of the Bureau of the 

Commission on its intersessional meetings (E/CN.9/2016/2), which 

detailed the work of organizing the session. The Commission also 

considered five reports of the Secretary-General and a note by the 

Secretariat. 

       The report of the Secretary-General on “Strengthening the 

demographic evidence base for the post-2015 development agenda” 

(E/CN.9/2016/3), prepared by the Population Division, provides an 

overview of the current demographic evidence base and emphasizes the 

need to strengthen capacity to support the review of the Sustainable 

Development Goals. An overall message is that the achievement of 

these Goals will depend critically on the availability of reliable, 

accessible and timely evidence about demographic patterns and trends 

for all countries.  

        The report of the Secretary-General on “Programmes and 

innovations to strengthen the demographic evidence base for the 

implementation of the Programme of Action of the International 

Conference on Population and Development and the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development” (E/CN.9/2016/4), prepared by the United 

Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), highlights the experiences of 

countries in strengthening the demographic evidence base. It identifies 

key shortfalls in national data systems that need to be addressed in 

order for countries to fulfil the aspirations of the 2030 Agenda and the 

Programme of Action.  

       The report of the Secretary-General on “Monitoring the flow of 

financial resources to support the implementation of the Programme of 

Action of the International Conference on Population and 

Development” (E/CN.9/2016/5), prepared by UNFPA, discusses trends 

in both donor and domestic funding over time. It describes the 

challenges in producing precise and reliable estimates on the relevant 

flows from available data and recommends that the Commission should 

review and provide future guidance on this report. 

       The report of the Secretary-General on “World demographic 

trends” (E/CN.9/2016/6), prepared by the Population Division, 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/013/06/pdf/N1601306.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/020/33/PDF/N1602033.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/020/54/PDF/N1602054.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/022/22/PDF/N1602222.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/020/04/PDF/N1602004.pdf?OpenElement
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provides an overview of global demographic trends. The world’s 

population was 7.3 billion in 2015 and is projected to reach 8.5 billion 

by 2030, with most of the increase occurring in Africa and Asia. There 

is a great diversity in recent population trends and expected future 

trajectories across countries and major geographic areas, driven 

primarily by differences in levels of fertility. While some countries will 

experience a decline in population size between 2015 and 2030, in 

others the population will increase by over 50 per cent. A difficulty for 

the achievement of the 2030 Agenda is that much of the population 

growth between 2015 and 2030 will be concentrated in countries facing 

the largest challenges in ending poverty and hunger and ensuring 

health, education and equality for all. 

 The Commission also reviewed the report of the Secretary-General 

on “Programme implementation and progress of work in the field of 

population in 2015: Population Division, Department of Economic and 

Social Affairs” (E/CN.9/2016/7), and took note of the proposed 

strategic framework for 2018-2019 for subprogramme 5, Population, of 

programme 7, Economic and social affairs (E/CN.9/2016/CRP.1). This 

report reviews the activities and outputs of the Population Division, 

focusing on its contributions to the global demographic evidence base 

as well as its secretariat support of intergovernmental processes, 

including the annual sessions of the Commission on Population and 

Development.  

       A note by the Secretariat on the “Future organization and methods 

of work of the Commission on Population and Development” 

(E/CN.9/2016/8), prepared by the Population Division in consultation 

with Member States, UNFPA and others, provides an overview of the 

current functioning and methods of work of the Commission. It 

presents the findings from the consultation process and puts forward a 

set of recommendations to strengthen the work of the Commission and 

its contribution to the Economic and Social Council.  

        On 11 April, the Commission heard a keynote address on “The 

demographic evidence base and indicators for the 2030 Agenda: a 

global overview”, delivered by Lisa Bersales, National Statistician of 

the Philippines and co-chair of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on 

SDG Indicators. On 12 April, the Commission heard a keynote address 

on “Integration of traditional and new data sources and technologies: 

from censuses to big data” by Andrew Tatem, Professor, University of 

Southampton, United Kingdom. Each keynote address was followed by 

an interactive discussion moderated by the Chair. Keynote speakers 

emphasized that population data, per se, include critically important 

indicators for the review of the Sustainable Development Goals, and 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/019/66/PDF/N1601966.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/commission/pdf/49/E.CN9.2016.CRP1.Strategic%20Framework%202018-2019.pdf
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/038/35/PDF/N1603835.pdf?OpenElement
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moreover that many other indicators require population data as inputs. 

In addition, population trends are intertwined with many aspects of 

sustainable development. 

       The Commission also held an interactive panel discussion on 

“Uses of the demographic evidence base for policy planning and 

programme monitoring”, moderated by Bill Miller of Global 

Connections Television and with the following panellists: Eduardo 

Clark, Office of the President, Mexico; Vladimir Shkolnikov, Max 

Planck Institute for Demographic Research, Germany; John 

Ssekamatte, National Planning Authority, Uganda; and Ann Starrs, 

Guttmacher Institute, USA.  

       On 14 April, the Commission heard a statement by a Vice-

President of the Economic and Social Council, Ambassador Frederick 

Musiiwa Makamure Shava (Zimbabwe). The Vice-President noted that 

understanding population dynamics is central to ensuring the 

achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals. The review of the 

Commission’s methods of work was important, especially in light of 

General Assembly resolutions 68/1 and 70/1, which called on the 

functional commissions to contribute to the work of the Council and its 

high-level political forum.    

       The major outcomes of the forty-ninth session were a resolution on 

the Commission’s future organization and methods of work, proposed 

for adoption by the Economic and Social Council, and a resolution on 

the special theme of the session.  

        In addition, the Commission decided that the theme of its fiftieth 

session will be “Changing population age structures and sustainable 

development”, and that the theme for its fifty-first session will be 

decided in 2017, pending decisions on the theme of the Economic and 

Social Council for 2018 and on the cycle of review of the Sustainable 

Development Goals in the high-level political forum. The Commission 

agreed on the provisional agenda for its fiftieth session and approved 

the draft report on its forty-ninth session. 
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 The significance of this session of the Commission is twofold. It 

was the first time that the Commission had reviewed its methods of 

work in the past decade, and this review took place soon after the 

adoption of the 2030 Agenda. In addition, the Commission focused, for 

the first time in its modern history (since 1994), on Chapter XII of the 

Programme of Action, by considering the importance of demographic 

evidence for the implementation of the Programme of Action and the 

review of the 2030 Agenda. 

 While reaffirming the Commission's mandate to monitor, review 

and assess the implementation of the Programme of Action, Member 

States affirmed that the Commission will contribute to the review of 

the 2030 Agenda, within its existing mandate. Member States also 

affirmed that the resolutions and decisions of the Commission will be 

negotiated and that relevant non-governmental organizations and civil 

society make an important contribution to the work of the Commission. 

Member States decided that the Commission may further review its 

methods of work in view of the follow-up and review process of the 

2030 Agenda. 

 Member States reiterated that the availability of high-quality, 

accessible, timely and reliable disaggregated demographic data is 

essential for planning and implementing policies and programmes to 

achieve the Programme of Action and the 2030 Agenda. They 

emphasized the importance of the 2020 round of censuses and urged 

Governments to make special efforts to strengthen civil registration and 

vital statistics and health information systems, as well as national 

capacities to conduct household surveys.  

 Furthermore, Governments were encouraged to adopt open-data 

policies allowing for the dissemination of public-use, geo-referenced 

and anonymized micro-data from various sources with respect for 

confidentiality. Also, national authorities were advised to leverage new 

data sources, including Big Data, and technology to improve the 

efficiency of data collection, processing and dissemination.  

Member States called on the Secretary-General to continue his 

substantive work on population and development and to pursue further 

improvements in the accessibility and timeliness of disaggregated 

population data. They called on UNFPA to continue its work in 

assisting countries to strengthen the demographic evidence base.  
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Chapter I 

  Matters calling for action by the Economic and Social Council or 

brought to its attention  

 

 A. Draft decision and draft resolution  

 

1. The Commission recommends to the Economic and Social 

Council the adoption of the following draft decision and draft 

resolution: 

 

 (A) Report of the Commission on Population and Development on its forty-

ninth session and provisional agenda for its fiftieth session* 

 

 The Economic and Social Council 

 (a) Takes note of the report of the Commission on Population and 

Development on its forty-ninth session;1  

 (b) Approves the provisional agenda for the fiftieth session of the 

Commission as set out below:  

 

  Provisional agenda  

 

 1. Election of officers.2 

 2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters. 

 

    Documentation 

 

 Provisional agenda for the fiftieth session of the Commission 

__________________ 

 * For the discussion, see chap. VII. 

 1  Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2016, Supplement No. 5 (E/2016/25). 

 2  In accordance with Economic and Social Council decision 2005/213, the Commission, immediately 

following the close of its forty-ninth session, held the first meeting of its fiftieth session for the sole 

purpose of electing the new Chair and other members of the Bureau, in accordance with rule 15 of the rules 

of procedure of the functional commissions of the Council. 
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 Note by the Secretariat on the organization of the work of the 

session 

 3. General debate. 

(a)  Actions for the further implementation of the Programme of Action of the 

International Conference on Population and Development at global, 

regional and national levels 

(b)  Special theme of the fiftieth session of the Commission based on the 

Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and 

Development and the key actions for its further implementation. 

 

    Documentation 

 

 Report of the Secretary-General on the theme of the fiftieth session of the 

Commission 

 Report of the Secretary-General on the monitoring of population 

programmes, focusing on the theme of the fiftieth session of the 

Commission 

 Report of the Secretary-General on the flow of financial resources for 

assisting in the further implementation of the Programme of Action of the 

International Conference on Population and Development 

 4. Programme implementation and future programme of work of the 

Secretariat in the field of population. 

 

    Documentation 

 

 Report of the Secretary-General on programme implementation and 

progress of work in the field of population in 2016: Population Division, 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

 Note by the Secretary-General on the draft programme of work for the period 

2015-2019: subprogramme 5, Population, of programme 7, Economic and 

social affairs 

 5. Provisional agenda for the fifty-first session of the 

Commission. 
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    Documentation 

 

 Note by the Secretariat containing the provisional agenda for the fifty-first 

session of the Commission 

 6. Adoption of the report of the Commission on its fiftieth 

session. 

 

(B) Future organization and methods of work of the Commission on  

  Population and Development 

 

The Economic and Social Council, 

 

Recalling its decision 2015/252 of 22 July 2015, in which it 

decided that the Commission on Population and Development should 

review the functioning of its methods of work at its forty-ninth session 

in 2016, with a view to further enhancing the impact of the work of the 

Commission and its contribution to the Economic and Social Council,  

 

  Recalling also the Council’s resolution 1995/55 of 28 July 1995 and 

decision 2005/213 of 31 March 2005, as well as decisions 2004/2 and 

2005/2 and resolution 2006/1 of the Commission on Population and 

Development on its methods of work,  

 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 68/1 of 20 September 

2013, which called for the harmonization and coordination of the 

agendas and programmes of work of the functional commissions, and 

emphasized the need to strengthen the Economic and Social Council in 

the integrated and coordinated follow-up of the outcomes of all major 

United Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social, 

environmental and related fields, and further recalling the Council’s 

resolution 1981/83 regarding its instruction to its subsidiary bodies to 

rationalize their agendas and programmes of work, resolution 1982/50 

recommending that the documentation and programme of work of the 

subsidiary bodies of the Council be rationalized in order to enable 

them to effectively implement the mandates entrusted to them, and 

resolution 1983/163 regarding the integration or consolidation of 

documents that deal with related or similar themes with a view to 

rationalizing documentation, without negatively impacting their 

technical quality, as necessary,  
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Recognizing the key role the Council plays in achieving a 

balanced integration of the three dimensions of sustainable 

development,  

 

  Recalling the Programme of Action
3 

of the International 

Conference on Population and Development and the key actions for its 

further implementation
4
,  

 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 49/128 of 19 December 

1994, in which it was decided that the General Assembly, through its 

role in policy formulation, the Economic and Social Council, through 

its role in overall guidance and coordination, and a revitalized 

Commission on Population and Development shall constitute a three-

tiered intergovernmental mechanism that will play the primary role in 

the follow-up to the implementation of the Programme of Action, 

  

  Recalling also General Assembly resolution 65/234 of 22 

December 2010 on the follow-up to the International Conference on 

Population and Development beyond 2014, in which the General 

Assembly decided to extend the Programme of Action and the key 

actions for its further implementation
5
 beyond 2014 and ensure its 

follow-up in order to fully meet its goals and objectives,  

 

  Welcoming the adoption of General Assembly resolution 70/1 of 

25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming our world: the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development”, and stressing the importance of 

the implementation of this new ambitious Agenda,  

 

Emphasizing the breadth of experience of non-governmental 

organizations in the follow-up to the Programme of Action and the key 

actions for its further implementation
6
 and the need to continue to 

promote their effective participation in and valuable contribution to 

the work of the Commission, in accordance with the rules of procedure 

of the functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council,  

 

__________________ 

3 Report of the International Conference on Population and Development, Cairo, 5-13 September1994 (United Nations 

 publication, Sales No. E.95.XIII.18), chap. I, resolution 1, annex. 
4 General Assembly resolution S-21/2, annex; Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-first Special Session, 1. 

 Supplement No. 3 (A/S-21/5/Rev.1); and A/S-21/PV.9. 
5 Resolution S-21/2, annex. 
6  General Assembly resolution S-21/2, annex. 
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1. Reaffirms the Programme of Action
1
 of the International 

Conference on Population and Development and the key actions for its 

further implementation
2
, and the outcomes of its reviews, and notes 

the outcome documents of the regional review conferences, stressing 

that the outcome documents of the regional review conferences 

provide region-specific guidance on population and development 

beyond 2014 for each region that adopted the particular outcome 

document;  

 

  2. Also reaffirms the primary mandate of the Commission, 

derived from General Assembly resolution 49/128 of 19 December 

1994, which stated that the Commission would monitor, review and 

assess the implementation of the Programme of Action of the 1994 

International Conference on Population and Development at the 

national, regional and international levels and would advise the 

Economic and Social Council thereon;  

 

3. Further reaffirms the central role of the Commission in 

coordinating the review and assessment of the key actions for the further 

implementation of the Programme of Action of the ICPD, including 

addressing gaps and challenges to implementation;  

 

4. Affirms that the Commission will contribute to the follow up and 

review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, within its existing 

mandate, and that the Commission's contribution should reflect the 

integrated nature of the Goals as well as their interlinkages between them;  

 

5. Decides that the Commission will streamline its agenda and 

programme of work by consolidating agenda items, and by 

rationalizing related documentation and reports without negatively 

impacting their technical quality, with a view to enable it to effectively 

perform its mandate and to increase complementarity and avoid 

duplication;  

 

6. Decides also that the Commission shall continue its current 

practice of selecting one special theme for each annual session based 

on progress, gaps, recurrent challenges and evolving issues relevant to 

population and development based on the ICPD Programme of Action 

and the key actions to accelerate its further implementation, while also 

taking into account the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 

with a view to fully implementing all its mandated tasks and 

contributing to the work of the Economic and Social Council, 
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including by building synergies and in the context of its working 

methods, as appropriate, taking into account the thematic annual focus 

of the Council and of the High Level Political Forum under its 

auspices in accordance with resolutions 67/290 and 68/1 as part of a 

multi-year work programme;  

 

7. Decides further to include under the item of the general 

debate two sub-items, one focusing on actions for the further 

implementation of the Programme of Action of the ICPD at global, 

regional and national levels, and one focusing on the special theme of 

the Commission; 

 

8. Encourages all States, in their statements in the general 

debate, to give emphasis to national and regional experiences, 

achievements, challenges and lessons learned;  

 

9. Notes the contribution of non-governmental organizations 

and other civil society actors toward the implementation of the 

Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population 

and Development and the Key Actions for its further implementation 

and reaffirms that they should continue, in accordance with the rules 

of procedure of the Economic and Social Council  and with ECOSOC 

resolution 1996/31 of 25 July 1996, to be given the opportunity to 

actively participate in the work of the Commission; 

 

10. Requests the Secretariat, in collaboration with UNFPA and 

other relevant stakeholders, to continue to convene expert meetings 

and informal technical briefings on the special theme prior to the 

session;  

 

11. Requests also the Bureau to make all efforts to improve the 

communication with the Member States by, inter alia, circulating the 

minutes of their meetings, in a cumulative form, to the members of 

their respective regional group within ten days after the meeting;  

 

12. Affirms that the resolutions and decisions of the 

Commission will be negotiated, and that the outcome of the 

discussions on the special theme will continue to contain substantive 

and action-oriented recommendations for furthering the 

implementation of the Programme of Action and the key actions for its 
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further implementation beyond 2014 and encourages the Bureau to 

take the necessary steps in this regard;  

13. Emphasizes the importance of regional groups nominating 

their representatives as early as possible, but no later than the last day 

of an annual session, so that the election of Bureau members for the 

next session at the closure of the current session can proceed on 

schedule, thereby facilitating the active participation by all Bureau 

members throughout the process of preparing the next session;  

 

14. Encourages the regional commissions of the United Nations 

to continue to contribute to the work of the Commission, in 

collaboration, where appropriate, with other intergovernmental 

organizations, especially regional organizations, and other United 

Nations entities;  

 

15. Reaffirms the complementary roles of the Population 

Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs and the 

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), within their existing 

mandates, in supporting the efficient work of the Commission;  

 

16. Decides that the Commission may, upon request from 

Member States, further review its methods of work in view of the 

follow-up and review process of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development.  

    

 B. Matters brought to the attention of the Council  

 

3. The following resolution and decisions adopted by the Commission 

are brought to the attention of the Council:  

  Resolution 2016/1 

Strengthening the demographic evidence base for the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable 

Development* 

 

The Commission on Population and Development, 
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Recalling the Programme of Action of the International 

Conference on Population and Development
7
 and the key actions for 

its further implementation,
8
 and previous resolutions of the 

Commission of Population and Development,  

 

  Recalling also the outcomes of relevant United Nations high-

level meetings, conferences and summits including the 2005 World 

Summit Outcome,
9
 and the Beijing Declaration and Platform for 

Action,
10 

 

 

Reaffirming General Assembly resolution 70/1 of 25 September 

2015, entitled “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development”, in which it adopted a comprehensive, far-reaching and 

people-centred set of universal and transformative Sustainable 

Development Goals and targets, its commitment to working tirelessly for 

the full implementation of this Agenda by 2030, its recognition that 

eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme 

poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement 

for sustainable development, its commitment to achieving sustainable 

development in its three dimensions —economic, social and environmental 

—in a balanced and integrated manner, and to building upon the 

achievements of the Millennium Development Goals and seeking to 

address their unfinished business,  

 

Reaffirming also General Assembly resolution 69/313 of 27 

July 2015 on the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third 

International Conference on Financing for Development, which is an 

integral part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 

supports and complements it, helps to contextualize its means of 

implementation targets with concrete policies and actions, and 

reaffirms the strong political commitment to address the challenge of 

financing and creating an enabling environment at all levels for 

sustainable development in the spirit of global partnership and 

solidarity,  

__________________ 

* For the discussion, see chap. II. 
7 See Report of the International Conference on Population and Development, Cairo, 5-13 September 1994 (United 

 Nations publication, Sales No. E.95.XIII.18). 
8 See General Assembly resolution S-21/2, annex; Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-first Special  Session, 

 Supplement No. 3 (A/S-21/5/Rev.1); and A/S-21/PV.9. 
9 General Assembly resolution 60/1. 

10 Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4-15 September 1995 (United Nations publication,  Sales 

 No. E.96.IV.13), chap. I, resolution 1, annexes I and II.  
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Recalling the Paris agreement under the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change,  

 

Recalling also the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
11 

 and 

the obligations of States parties to the International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights,
12 

the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights,
13

 the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination against Women,
14

 the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child,
15

 the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,
16

 the 

International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination,
17 

and the International Convention on the Protection of the 

Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families
,18  

 

Recognising that the 2030 Agenda is guided by the purposes and 

principles of the Charter of the United Nations, including full respect for 

international law, and is grounded in the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, international human rights treaties, the Millennium Declaration and 

the 2005 World Summit Outcome and that it is informed by other 

instruments such as the Declaration on the Right to Development,  

 

Taking into consideration the report of the Secretary-General on 

critical milestones towards coherent, efficient and inclusive follow-up 

and review at the global level
19

, and recognizing that the availability of, 

and access to, high-quality disaggregated data is essential for measuring 

progress toward and achieving the Sustainable Development Goals,  

 

Reaffirming that the promotion, protection and respect for human 

rights and fundamental freedoms for all, which are universal, indivisible, 

interdependent and interrelated, should be mainstreamed into all policies 

and programmes aimed at the eradication of poverty, and achieve 

sustainable development, 

 
__________________ 

11 General Assembly resolution 217 A (III). 
12 See General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex. 
13 See General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex. 
14 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1249, No. 20378. 
15 Ibid., vol. 1577, No. 27531. 
16 Ibid., vol. 2515, No. 44910. 
17 Ibid., vol. 660, No. 9464. 
18 Ibid., vol. 2220, No. 39481. 
19 A/70/684. 
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Reaffirming also that sustainable development is a central goal in 

itself and that sustainable development in its economic, social and 

environment aspects constitutes a key element of the overarching 

framework of the United Nations,  

 

Reaffirming further that eradicating poverty in all its forms and 

dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge 

and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development,  

 

Reaffirming also the commitment to gender equality and the 

empowerment of all women and girls in the ICPD Programme of 

Action and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, stressing 

that the achievement of full human potential and of sustainable 

development is not possible if women and girls continue to be denied 

the full realization of their human rights and opportunities; and that 

population and sustainable development policies and the collection 

and utilization of data therein should respect human rights and the 

empowerment of women and girls, without distinction of any kind,  

 

Stressing the importance of protecting the achievements of the 

International Conference on Population and Development and of 

responding to progress, gaps, recurrent challenges and evolving issues 

relevant to population and development and to the changing 

development environment, acknowledging that the Programme of 

Action of the ICPD and the key actions for its further implementation 

have laid a foundation for sustainable development and that the full, 

effective and accelerated implementation of the Programme of Action 

of the ICPD will contribute significantly to the implementation of the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development that will leave no one 

behind, 

 

Acknowledging the largest generation of adolescents and youth 

ever in history and cognizant that different demographic trends and 

age structures directly impact their lives and have various impacts on 

development, depending on circumstances in each country, and on the 

size of investments required to ensure the health and development of 

current and future generations, and recognizing the evolving 

capacities, needs, contributions and challenges of adolescents and 

youth, and that classifications and definitions of age groups vary in 

accordance with each country’s national legislation,  
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Emphasizing that population issues are interlinked with 

sustainable development at the subnational, national, regional and 

global levels, requiring a multi-stakeholder and international 

approach, and acknowledging the need to integrate population 

dynamics and the use of population data into development planning, 

including its implications for human rights, dignity, quality of life and 

poverty eradication, at all levels, in order to achieve sustainable 

development, focused in particular on the needs of the poorest and 

those in vulnerable situations, 

 

Noting that to meet current costs and emerging needs in the area of 

AIDS prevention, treatment, care and support, as well as reproductive 

cancer screening and treatment requires additional funding,  

 

Recognizing that ill health and deaths related to malaria, Zika, and 

other vector-borne diseases throughout the world, particularly among 

women, children, adolescents and youth, can be substantially reduced with 

political commitment and commensurate resources if the public is educated 

and sensitized, and appropriate health services are made available, 

particularly in countries where these diseases are endemic, 

 

Recognizing also that health is a precondition for economic and 

social development, and aware that sexual and reproductive health and 

reproductive rights are central to the realization of social justice and to the 

achievement of global, regional and national commitments for sustainable 

development,   

 

Recalling the specific challenges faced by women and girls in 

humanitarian settings, including an increased risk of physical and sexual 

violence, reduced access to essential health care services, including sexual 

and reproductive health, education and other social services, and 

recognizing the importance of high quality data collection in humanitarian 

settings with respect for confidentiality, 

 

Acknowledging the important link between migration and 

development, and recognizing that migration brings both opportunities and 

challenges to countries of origin, transit and destination, to migrants and to 

the global community, and recognizing also the responsibility of States to 

promote and protect the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all 
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migrants effectively, regardless of their migration status, especially that of 

women and children,  

 

Aware that migration has increased in volume, scope, complexity 

and impact since the adoption of the Programme of Action of the 

International Conference on Population and Development, and that 

migration is an intrinsic feature of a globalizing world in which economic, 

social, cultural, demographic, political and environmental factors all play 

an important role,  

 

  Stressing that reliable, timely, high-quality, accessible and 

disaggregated demographic data need to be a central focus of any effort to 

strengthen statistical systems for the review and follow-up to the 

International Conference on Population and Development and for 

reviewing progress toward the Sustainable Development Goals, and the 

importance of the collection, analysis and dissemination of population data 

and statistics disaggregated by income, sex, age, race, ethnicity, migratory 

status, disability, geographic location and other characteristics relevant in 

national contexts for policy formulation by all countries,  

 

  Noting the importance of non-governmental organizations and other 

civil society actors in advancing the implementation of the Programme of 

Action and the key actions for its further implementation,
20

 including 

through current mechanisms and the exploration of new data sources and 

technologies for data collection, 

 

Noting also that countries will be implementing the 2030 Agenda 

from different starting points regarding levels of fertility, mortality and 

urbanization, and of persons entering the older age range and eventually 

needing support of various kinds and that national strategies should take 

account of these demographic realities in order to determine the resources 

required to achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,  

 

Stressing that population and housing censuses are designed to 

generate valuable disaggregated statistics and indicators for assessing the 

situation of women and men, and various population groups, such as boys 

and girls, adolescents and youth, older persons, local communities, 

indigenous peoples and populations of African descent, persons with 
__________________ 

20 General Assembly Resolution S-21/2, annex. 
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disabilities, migrants, refugees, internally displaced persons and stateless 

persons, and changes therein,  

 

Acknowledging that household surveys have served as a major 

source of data for development planning and policy decisions, and that the 

demand for data from household surveys will increase in order to assess the 

progress gaps and challenges in achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development,  

 

Noting that further progress towards the implementation of the 

Programme of Action, the key actions for its further implementation and  

other sustainable development goals and responses to challenges relevant to 

population and development  at the regional, national and local levels will 

require special efforts to strengthen civil registration and vital statistics, and 

health information systems, as well as censuses, household surveys, 

population registers and other relevant administrative data sources, and to 

develop the capacity of relevant national institutions and mechanisms to 

generate, analyse and disseminate high quality, qualitative and quantitative, 

accessible, timely, reliable and disaggregated demographic data from all 

available sources, with respect to confidentiality as needed to monitor 

progress and ensure accountability,  

 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on strengthening 

the demographic evidence base for the post-2015 development agenda,
21

 

and the report of the Secretary-General on programmes and innovations to 

strengthen the demographic evidence base for the implementation of the 

Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and 

Development and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
22 

 

 

1. Reaffirms the Programme of Action1 of the International 

Conference on Population and Development and the key actions for its 

further implementation,
2
 and the outcomes of its reviews, and notes the 

outcome documents of the regional review conferences, stressing that the 

outcome documents of the regional review conferences provide region-

specific guidance on population and development beyond 2014 for each 

region that adopted the particular outcome document;  

 

__________________ 

21 E/CN.9/2016/3. 
22 E/CN.9/2016/4. 
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2. Also reaffirms the sovereign right of each country to implement 

the recommendations of the Programme of Action or other proposals in the 

present resolution, consistent with national laws and development priorities, 

with full respect for the various religious and ethical values and cultural 

backgrounds of its people, and in conformity with universally recognized 

international human rights; 

 

3. Stresses that the full implementation of the Programme of Action 

and the key actions for its further implementation as well as the Beijing 

Declaration and Platform for Action is integrally linked to global efforts to 

eradicate poverty in all its forms and dimensions, promote, protect and 

respect human rights, and achieve sustainable development and that 

population dynamics are all important for development, including for 

achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Addis 

Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing 

for Development;  

 

4. Recognizes the need to address persistent inequalities and 

discrimination on any grounds, which hamper the achievement of the goals 

and objectives of the Programme of Action of the International Conference 

on Population and Development and the key actions for its further 

implementation, especially for people in vulnerable situations; 

 

5. Reiterates that the availability of high-quality, accessible, timely 

and reliable disaggregated demographic data is essential for planning and 

implementing policies and programmes to achieve the Programme of 

Action of the International Conference on Population and Development and 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, for the measurement of 

progress, gaps and recurrent challenges in implementation, to ensure that no 

one is left behind;  

 

6. Urges Governments to monitor their progress towards the 

implementation of the Programme of Action, the key actions for its further 

implementation  and the sustainable development goals at the regional, 

national and local levels, and in this regard, to make special efforts to 

strengthen their civil registration and vital statistics and health information 

systems, and to develop the capacity of relevant national institutions and 

mechanisms to generate, analyse and disseminate high quality, accessible, 

timely, reliable disaggregated population data from all available official 

data sources, including population censuses, civil registration, household 
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surveys, population registers and other relevant administrative records, with 

respect for confidentiality, for the formulation and implementation of 

sustainable and inclusive population and development policies that respect, 

promote and protect human rights and aim at the achievement of gender 

equality and the empowerment of women and girls;  

7. Stresses that of all the administrative data, health-related data are 

among the most critical to the full and effective implementation of the 

Beijing Platform for Action and the Programme of Action of the 

International Conference on Population and Development and the 

achievement of universal access to sexual and reproductive health and 

reproductive rights and urges Member States and relevant stakeholders to 

strengthen health management information systems; 

 

8. Encourages Governments, international organizations, including 

of the United Nations system, international financial institutions and other 

relevant stakeholders, to assist developing countries in addressing gaps and 

challenges relevant to population and development and the changing 

development environment through technical assistance and capacity-

building in order to accelerate the implementation of the Programme of 

Action and the key actions for its further implementation;  

 

9. Stresses that population and housing censuses for a country 

as a whole and for each administrative area therein are one of the 

primary sources of data needed for formulating, implementing and 

monitoring the effectiveness of policies and programmes aimed at, 

inter alia, inclusive sustainable development, poverty eradication and 

gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls;  

 

10. Emphasizes the importance of the 2020 World Population 

and Housing Census Programme for the planning and evaluation of 

development programmes, especially in the context of the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development, and calls for full-fledged 

support to the Programme by Member States and the international 

community;  

 

11. Urges Governments to strengthen systems for the universal, 

reliable, and timely registration of birth, marriage, divorce, death, 

among other vital events, for linking the registration of vital events 

with the production of vital statistics, for assessing and improving 

over time the coverage, timeliness and accuracy of data generated by 
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that system and to promote the use of civil registration for collecting 

information on causes of death according to the international 

classification of diseases established by the World Health 

Organization;  

 

12. Also urges all States parties to intensify their efforts to 

comply with their obligations under the Convention on the Rights of 

the Child to preserve the child’s identity, including nationality, name 

and family relations, as recognized by law, reminding States of their 

obligation to register the birth of all children without discrimination of 

any kind, including late birth registration, and to ensure that 

registration procedures are universal, accessible, simple, expeditious 

and effective and provided at minimal or no-cost, in accordance with 

the goal to provide legal identity for all; 

 

13. Stresses the importance of collecting and disseminating sex-

disaggregated data and statistics on the minimum set of gender 

indicators such as unpaid care and domestic work, labour force 

participation and other social and economic status, and participation 

and leadership in political and economic life and the core set of 

violence against women and girls indicators adopted by the UN 

Statistical Commission in 2013, including on harmful practices such as 

child, early and forced marriage and female genital mutilation, and 

furthermore encourages the UN Statistical Commission to continue to 

support the implementation of a robust, transformative, inclusive, 

transparent and ambitious indicator framework for monitoring 

progress toward sustainable development; 

 

14. Also stresses and encourages data collection, analysis and 

dissemination on adolescents to fill critical data gaps and inform 

effective policy development, including by fully utilizing 

disaggregated data and statistics; 

 

15. Encourages Governments to collect, analyse and disseminate 

data on women and girls between the ages of 10-14 and over age 49, with 

due consideration to the confidentiality principle and professional ethics, to 

fill critical data gaps, and inform effective policy development;  
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16. Emphasises the importance of accessible, timely and reliable 

disaggregated qualitative data, research and analyses to complement 

quantitative population data, based primarily on official data sources, that 

are essential for evidence-based policy development, monitoring, review 

and follow-up;  

 

17. Stresses that Governments should strengthen national capacities 

to conduct household surveys and encourages all data producers to 

implement existing standards and practices of data management, in 

particular legal and ethical standards and safeguards for the protection of 

confidentiality and privacy rights, including with respect to documentation, 

dissemination and archiving;  

 

18. Urges Governments where relevant to promote the development 

of populations of African descent, local communities and indigenous 

peoples including by implementing public policies, establishing standards 

and creating institutions to guide and implement policies, plans and 

programmes at the sectoral level, and stresses the importance of 

disaggregated data collection and analysis for the implementation of these 

policies;  

 

19. Calls upon the United Nations system and invites other relevant 

international organizations and multilateral institutions, as appropriate, to 

enhance their capacity and cooperation in the development of 

methodologies for the collection and processing of statistical data on 

international migration and refugee flows, and on the situation of migrants 

and refugees and asylum seekers, in particular women and girls, in 

countries of origin, transit and destination, and to assist Member States in 

their capacity-building efforts in this regard;  

 

20. Also calls upon Governments and the United Nations system 

and other organizations to strengthen the collection and dissemination of 

data on ageing and older persons in order to adopt a life-cycle approach, 

and on persons living with disabilities;  

 

21. Urges national authorities to leverage new data sources, 

including Big Data, and technology to improve the efficiency of data 

collection, processing and dissemination, to institute geo-referencing as a 

standard practice in all forms of demographic data collection, and to make 
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the corresponding spatial datasets publicly available in digital form with 

respect for confidentiality;  

 

22. Encourages Governments to adopt open-data policies allowing 

the dissemination of public-use, geo-referenced and anonymized micro-data 

from censuses, household surveys, civil registration, population registers, 

health information systems and other relevant administrative records with 

respect for confidentiality;  

 

23. Reiterates that demographic data are a public good, that the 

collection of these data is underfunded, especially in developing countries, 

reaffirms the commitment in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

to support developing countries in strengthening the capacity of national 

statistical offices, other relevant governmental institutions, and data 

systems to ensure access to high-quality, timely, reliable and disaggregated 

data, and encourages developed countries, the United Nations System as 

well as other relevant international organizations and multilateral 

institutions to provide technical and financial support, upon request, and 

encourages further North-South, South-South and triangular cooperation, to 

strengthen national capacities to implement best practices of data 

management, including identifying needs related to population statistics, to 

help develop sustained systems of data collection, processing, 

dissemination and analysis in order to ensure access to high-quality, timely, 

reliable and disaggregated data;  

 

24. Urges Governments to strengthen health systems, in particular 

health information systems, to promote physical and mental health and 

well-being, and extend life expectancy for all, achieve universal health 

coverage and access to quality health care to ensure that no one is left 

behind; to accelerate the progress made to date in reducing newborn, child 

and maternal mortality by ending all such preventable deaths before 2030; 

to ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health-care services, 

including for family planning, information and education; to accelerate the 

pace of progress made in fighting malaria, HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, 

hepatitis, Ebola, Zika and other communicable diseases and epidemics, 

including by addressing growing anti-microbial resistance and the problem 

of neglected diseases affecting developing countries; to prevent and treat 

non-communicable diseases, including behavioural, developmental and 

neurological disorders, which constitute a major challenge for sustainable 

development;  
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25. Encourages Governments, international organizations, including 

the United Nations system, international financial institutions, civil society, 

private sector, academia and other relevant stakeholders to assist 

developing countries in strengthening their capacities to monitor progress 

towards the implementation of the Programme of Action of the 

International Conference on Population and Development, the key actions 

for its further implementation, and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development at the global, regional, national, and sub-national levels by 

improving the collection, dissemination and utilization of data and statistics 

disaggregated by income, sex, age, race, ethnicity, migratory status, 

disability, geographic location and other characteristics relevant in national 

contexts, mindful of a gender perspective from population censuses, civil 

registration, household surveys, population registers, and other relevant 

administrative records; 

 

26. Emphasizes the importance of building and sustaining 

partnerships with regard to the collection, dissemination and use of 

demographic data, and capacity building among Governments, relevant 

civil society stakeholders and private sector actors, in particular academia 

and small and medium enterprises, including for the successful, 

participatory, and transparent review of progress toward the implementation 

of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population 

and Development, the key actions for its further implementation, and the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and invites all Governments, 

the United Nations system and other relevant international organizations, as 

well as the private sector and non-governmental organizations, to support 

these activities;  

 

27. Stresses the importance to take into account population trends 

and projections in national, rural and urban development strategies and 

policies as well as the strengthening of capacity for data collection at the 

local and sub-national levels and in this context looking forward to the 

Third International Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban 

Development (Habitat III) to be held in Quito, Ecuador in October 2016;  

 

28. Acknowledges the role played by civil society organizations, 

including women and youth groups, in the implementation of the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Programme of Action of the 

International Conference on Population and Development and the key 

actions for its further implementation, and encourages their active 

participation and contribution in the review of progress of the 
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implementation of the Programme of Action and in the follow up and 

review processes of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; 

 

29. Encourages the Secretary General, in consultation with Member 

States and partnership with other stakeholders, to develop initiatives aimed 

at improving the demographic evidence base at the national level, including 

through regional and South-South cooperation, triangular and North-South 

cooperation, in order to assist Member States in mainstreaming the 

consideration of population issues in national development strategies and in 

the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;  

  

  30. Calls upon Governments and United Nations agencies, as 

appropriate, to actively support increased capacity and participation of 

young people in the use of population data, taking into account gender 

equality and representation of youth of various backgrounds, to contribute 

to the implementation, monitoring and evaluation of, as appropriate, 

international, regional, national and local development strategies and 

policies that affect young people; 

 

31. Also calls upon the United Nations Population Fund to continue 

to play a crucial role, within its mandate, in assisting countries to strengthen 

the demographic evidence base, based on their needs and in consultation 

with them, to enable countries to achieve the full and effective 

implementation of the goals and objectives contained in the Programme of 

Action of the International Conference on Population and Development and 

the key actions for its further implementation beyond 2014, and in the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development;  

 

32. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his substantive work 

on population and development, including on the interactions between 

population dynamics, inequalities and the achievement of the 

internationally agreed development goals, to pursue further improvements 

in the accessibility and timeliness of disaggregated population data for use 

by Member States, the United Nations system, civil society and academia, 

and in collaboration with the United Nations system and relevant 

organizations outside the United Nations, civil society and academia to 

continue assessing and reporting on progress towards the full 

implementation of the Programme of Action of the International 

Conference on Population and Development, the key actions for its further 

implementation, and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  
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 Decision 2016/101 

Special themes for the Commission on Population and Development in 

2017 

and 2018 

 

 The Commission on Population and Development, 

 (a) Decides that the special theme for its fiftieth session in 2017 shall 

be “Changing population age structures and sustainable development”;  

 (b) Also decides to postpone the decision on the special theme for its 

fifty-first session in 2018 until its fiftieth session pending the decisions on 

the annual theme of the Economic and Social Council for 2018 and on the 

cycle of review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development by the 

high-level political forum. 

 

  Decision 2016/102 

 Documents considered by the Commission on Population and 

Development  

at its forty-ninth session** 

 

 The Commission on Population and Development takes note of the 

following documents: 

 (a) Report of the Secretary-General entitled “Programme 

implementation and progress of work in the field of population in 2015: 

Population Division, Department of Economic and Social Affairs”;23 

 (b) Note by the Secretariat on the proposed strategic framework for 

the period 2018-2019: subprogramme 5, Population, of programme 7, 

Economic and social affairs.24 

 

 

  

__________________ 

 ** For the discussion, see chap. VI. 

 23  E/CN.9/2016/7. 

 24  E/CN.9/2016/CRP.1. 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/019/66/PDF/N1601966.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/commission/pdf/49/E.CN9.2016.CRP1.Strategic%20Framework%202018-2019.pdf
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Chapter II 

  Actions for the further implementation of the Programme  

of Action of the International Conference on Population  

and Development 

 

 

4. The Commission held a general discussion on item 3 of its agenda, 

“Actions for the further implementation of the Programme of Action of the 

International Conference on Population and Development”, at its 2nd 

meeting, on 11 April 2016. It had before it the following documents: 

 (a) Report of the Secretary-General on Strengthening the 

demographic evidence base for the post-2015 development agenda 

(E/CN.9/2016/3); 

 (b) Report of the Secretary-General on Programmes and innovations 

to strengthen the demographic evidence base for the implementation of the 

Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and 

Development and the post-2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

(E/CN.9/2016/4); 

 (c) Report of the Secretary-General on Monitoring the flow of 

financial resources to support the implementation of the Programme of 

Action of the International Conference on Population and Development 

(E/CN.9/2016/5). 

5. At the 2nd meeting, on 11 April, introductory statements were made by 

the Chief of the Demographic Analysis Branch of the Population Division, 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs and the Director of the Technical 

Division, United Nations Population Fund. 

6. At its 2nd meeting, on 11 April, the Commission heard statements by 

representatives of Germany and the Russian Federation. 

 

  Keynote addresses and panel discussions 

 

7. At its 2nd meeting, on 11 April, the Commission heard a keynote 

statement on the theme “The demographic evidence base and indicators for 

the 2030 Agenda: a global overview”, which was delivered by Lisa 

Bersales, Professor and Chief Statistician of the Philippines and Co-Chair 

of the Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goals 

Indicators. Ms. Bersales emphasized that population data are critically 

important, as many SDGs and targets require population information as 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/020/33/PDF/N1602033.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/020/54/PDF/N1602054.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/022/22/PDF/N1602222.pdf?OpenElement


 
E/2015/25 

E/CN.9/2015/7 

 

31/43 15-07464 

 

inputs. Moreover, trends in demographic indicators are intertwined with 

many aspects of socio-economic development. The Commission then 

engaged in an interactive discussion in which representatives of Uganda 

and Japan, as well as observers for the Sudan and the League of Arab States 

participated. 

8. At its 4th meeting, on 12 April, the Commission heard a keynote 

statement on the theme “Integration of traditional and new data sources 

and technologies: from censuses to big data” by Andrew Tatem, 

Professor, University of Southampton, United Kingdom. Mr. Tatem 

discussed how the use of new data sources, including household surveys, 

satellite and GIS data, and cellphone data, can be used to complement 

censuses and other traditional data sources for mapping and monitoring 

many of the indicators of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

Representatives of Germany, the United States, Japan and the Russian 

Federation, as well as observers for 
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Cuba, Guinea, Afghanistan and Togo participated in the interactive 

debate following the keynote presentation. Both keynote statements 

were moderated by the Chair of the session, Mwaba Particia Kasese-

Bota. 

 

9. At its 6th meeting, on 13 April, the Commission held an interactive 

discussion on “Integrating population issues into sustainable development”, 

with the following panellists: Eduardo Clark, Office of the President, 

Mexico; Vladimir Shkolnikov, Max Planck Institute for Demographic 

Research, Germany; John Ssekmatte, National Planning Authority, Uganda; 

Ann Starrs, Guttmacher Institute, USA. The discussion was moderated by 

Bill Miller of Global Connection Television. Panellists pointed out that data 

used for the review of the 2030 Agenda should be easily accessible and 

freely available, and that capacity-building in the analysis and use of the 

data had to be strengthened. In the interactive discussion, representatives of 

Uganda, the United States of America, Peru and the Plurinational State of 

Bolivia, as well as observers for Cuba and the Sudan participated.  

 

  Action taken by the Commission 

 

  Special themes for the Commission on Population and Development 

in 2016 and 2017 

 

10. At its 9th meeting, on 15 April, the Commission had before it a draft 

decision entitled “Special themes for the Commission on Population and 

Development in 2017 and 2018” (E/CN.9/2016/L.4), submitted by the 

Chair on the basis of informal consultations. 

11. Also at its 9th meeting, the Commission adopted the draft decision (see  

chap. I, sect. B, decision 2016/101). 

 



 
E/2015/25 

E/CN.9/2015/7 

 

33/43 15-07464 

 

Strengthening the demographic evidence base for the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development 

 

12. At its 9th meeting, on 15 April, the Commission had before it the text of 

a draft resolution entitled “Strengthening the demographic evidence base 

for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, submitted by the Chair 

on the basis of informal consultations and circulated in English only.  

 

13. Before the adoption of the draft resolution, the representative of Nigeria 

made a statement. 

 

14. The Chair then also made a statement and informed that the Secretariat 

did not have enough time to assess any budgetary implications of this draft 

resolution, which would therefore be prepared and provided to the 

Economic and Social Council at the time of its consideration of the draft 

resolution. 

 

15. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted the draft resolution (see 

chap. I, sect. B, resolution 2016/1), as orally revised. 

 

16. After the adoption of the draft resolution, statements were made by 

representatives of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Russian Federation, the 

Netherlands (on behalf of the European Union and its member States), 

South Africa, Brazil, the United States, Norway and Malaysia, as well as by 

observers for Qatar, Canada, Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana. The 

observer for the Holy See also made a statement.  

 

17. The co-facilitators of the informal consultations on the special theme of 

the session and on the special themes for 2017 and 2018, Nadine Skale, 

Vice-Chair (Germany), and Franklyn Fawundu (Sierra Leone), made 

statements. 
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Chapter III 

  General debate on national experience in population matters: 

strengthening the demographic evidence base 

for the post-2015 development agenda 

 

18. The Commission held a general discussion on item 4 of its agenda, 

“General debate on national experience in population matters: 

strengthening the demographic evidence base for the post-2015 

development agenda”, at its 3rd to 7th meetings, from 11 to 14 April 

2016. Inputs to this discussion included statements submitted by non-

governmental organizations25 (E/CN.9/2016/NGO/1-20). 

19. At its 3rd meeting, on 11 April, the Commission heard statements by 

representatives of Uganda (on behalf of the African group), the 

Netherlands (on behalf of the European Union and its member States), 

Bangladesh, Egypt, Nigeria, Mexico, Zambia, South Africa, the United 

States, Brazil, the Philippines, the Republic of Moldova, Pakistan, 

Mongolia and the Netherlands, as well as by observers for Thailand (on 

behalf of the Group of 77 and China), Honduras, Afghanistan, Poland, 

the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, India, Guatemala, Indonesia, 

Kenya, Myanmar, the Niger, Qatar and Finland.  

20. At its 4th meeting, on 12 April, the Commission heard statements by 

representatives of Belarus, Madagascar, Sierra Leone, the Islamic 

Republic of Iran, Israel and Denmark, as well as observers for Lebanon, 

Canada, Sri Lanka, Colombia, Swaziland, the Maldives, Botswana, Togo, 

Turkey and Cabo Verde.  

21. At its 5th meeting, on 13 April, the Commission heard statements by 

representatives of Uruguay, China, Belgium, Japan, Jamaica, Malaysia, 

Switzerland, Norway, Burundi, the United Republic of Tanzania, the 

Russian Federation, Uganda, and Argentina, as well as observers for 

Ukraine, the Sudan, Tunisia, Suriname, Nepal, Morocco, Cameroon, 

Cuba, Italy, Jordan, Côte d’Ivoire, the Gambia, Sweden, France, Malawi, 

and South Sudan. 

22. At its 6th meeting, on 13 April, the Commission heard statements by 

representatives of Peru, Romania and Liberia, as well as by observers for 

Costa Rica, Azerbaijan, the Federated States of Micronesia and Ghana. In 

addition, it heard statements by observers for the Holy See, the State of 

Palestine and the League of Arab States. Statements were also made by 

__________________ 

25 Only non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council or 

accredited to the forty-ninth session of the Commission were permitted to participate in the forty-ninth 

session of the Commission. 

http://papersmart.unmeetings.org/en/ecosoc/cpd/49th-session/statements/


 
E/2015/25 

E/CN.9/2015/7 

 

35/43 15-07464 

 

representatives of the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 

Empowerment for Women (UN-Women), the Economic Commission for 

Europe and the International Labour Organization.  

23. At the same meeting, statements were also made by representatives 

of the following non-governmental organisations: International Catholic 

Committee of Nurses and Medico-Social Assistants and Stichting 

dance4life.  

24.  Statements in the exercise of the right of reply were made by 

representatives of Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

25. At its 7th meeting, on 14 April, the Commission heard statements by 

representatives of the following non-governmental organizations: Asian-

Pacific Resource and Research Centre for Women, International Federation 

for Family Development, Inter-European Parliamentary Forum on 

Population and Development, Stichting Rutgers WPF, Minnesota Citizens 

Concerned for Life Inc. Education Fund, Catholic Family and Human 

Rights Institute Inc., Global Helping to Advance Women and Children, 

Fundación para Estudio Investigación de la Mujer, Poverty Elimination and 

Community Education Foundation, World Young Women’s Christian 

Association, International Planned Parenthood Federation, Franciscans 

International, Women’s Global Network for Reproductive Rights, World 

Youth Alliance, FEMM Foundation, Global Foundation for Democracy and 

Development and the International Federation of Medical Student’s 

Association. 
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Chapter IV 

  General debate on the contribution of population  

and development issues to the Economic and Social  

Council in 2016, on “Implementing the post-2015 development agenda: 

moving commitments to results” 

 

26. The Commission jointly considered item 5 of its agenda, “General 

debate on the contribution of population and development issues to the 

Economic and Social Council theme in 2016 on ‘Implementing the post-

2015 development agenda: moving from commitments to results’”, and item 

7 of its agenda, “Review of the functioning of the methods of work of the 

Commission”, at its 7th meeting, on 14 April 2016, and heard an address by 

the Vice-President of the Economic and Social Council on the contribution of 

population and development issues to the theme of the 2016 Economic and 

Social Council meeting.  



 
E/2015/25 

E/CN.9/2015/7 

 

37/43 15-07464 

 

Chapter V 

Review of the functioning of the methods of work 

of the Commission 

27. Also at the 7th meeting, the Chief of the Migration Section of the 

Population Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 

introduced a note by the Secretariat as contained in document 

E/CN.9/2016/8. The Commission then heard statements by representatives 

of Peru, Argentina, the Netherlands (on behalf of the European Union and 

its member States) and China, as well as observers for Indonesia, Maldives 

and Cuba. Representatives of the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk 

Reduction and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the 

Caribbean also made statements. 

 

 Action taken by the Commission 

 

  Documents considered by the Commission under agenda item 7 

 

28. At its 7th meeting, on 14 April, the Commission had before it the text 

of a draft resolution entitled “Future organization and methods of work of 

the Commission on Population and Development”, submitted by the Chair 

on the basis of informal consultations and circulated in English only.  

29. The Chair then made a statement to inform that the Secretariat did not 

have enough time to assess any budgetary implications of this draft 

resolution, which would therefore be prepared and provided to the 

Economic and Social Council at the time of its consideration of the draft 

resolution. 

30. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted the draft resolution as 

orally revised (see chap. I, sect. A). The representative of Brazil made a 

statement. 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/038/35/PDF/N1603835.pdf?OpenElement
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Chapter VI 

  Programme implementation and future programme 

of work of the Secretariat in the field of population 

 

31. At its 8th meeting, on 15 April 2016, the Commission held a general 

discussion on item 6 of its agenda, “Programme implementation and future 

programme of work of the Secretariat in the field of population”. It had 

before it the following documents: 

 (a) Report of the Secretary-General on “World demographic trends” 

(E/CN.9/2016/6); 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General entitled “Programme 

implementation and progress of work in the field of population in 2015: 

Population Division, Department of Economic and Social Affairs” 

(E/CN.9/2016/7); 

 (c) Note by the Secretary-General on the proposed strategic 

framework for the period 2018-2019: subprogramme 5, Population of 

programme 7, Economic and social affairs (E/CN.9/2016/CRP.1). 

32. At the same meeting, the Commission heard introductory statements 

by the Chief of the Population Estimates and Projections Section and the 

Senior Population Affairs Officer in the Office of the Director, Population 

Division, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. 

33. Statements were made by representatives of the United States, 

Germany, China and Japan. The representative of the United Nations 

Economic Commission for Africa also made a statement. 

 

  Action taken by the Commission 

 

  Documents considered by the Commission under agenda item 6 

 

34. At its 9th meeting, on 15 April, on the proposal of the Chair, the 

Commission took note of a number of documents submitted under agenda 

item 6 (see chap. I, sect. B, decision 2016/102). 

http://www.un.org/Docs/journal/asp/ws.asp?m=E/CN.9/2016/6
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/019/66/PDF/N1601966.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/commission/pdf/49/E.CN9.2016.CRP1.Strategic%20Framework%202018-2019.pdf
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Chapter VII 

  Provisional agenda for the fiftieth session of the Commission 

 

35. At its 9th meeting, on 15 April, the Commission had before it the 

provisional agenda for the fiftieth session of the Commission 

(E/CN.9/2016/L.2) and its revisions. 

36. The co-facilitators of the informal consultations on the Commission’s 

methods of work and on the provisional agenda for its fiftieth session, Oana 

Rebedea, Vice-Chair (Romania), and Iara Beekma Reis (Plurinational State 

of Bolivia), made statements. 

37. The Commission then approved the provisional agenda as revised (see 

chap. I, sect. A). 

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/pdf/commission/2016/documents/E_CN.9_2016_L2_Rev_15Apr2016_marked-up.pdf
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Chapter VIII 

  Adoption of the report of the Commission on its forty- 

ninth session 

 

38. At its 9th meeting, on 15 April, the Commission adopted the draft 

report on the forty-ninth session of the Commission (E/CN.9/2016/L.3) and 

authorized the Vice-Chair and Rapporteur, Mr. Ebrahim Alikhani (Islamic 

Republic of Iran), to finalize it, in consultation with the Secretariat. 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/099/13/PDF/N1609913.pdf?OpenElement
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Chapter IX 

  Organization of the session 

 

 A. Opening, closing and duration of the session 

 

39. The Commission on Population and Development held its forty-

ninth session at United Nations Headquarters on 17 April 2015 and 

from 11 to 15 April 2016. The Commission held 9 meetings (1st to 

9th). 

40. At the 2nd meeting, on 11 April 2015, the session was opened by the 

Chair of the Commission, Mwaba Patricia Kasese-Bota (Zambia), who 

also made a statement. At the same meeting, the Commission heard 

statements by the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the Executive 

Director of the United Nations Population Fund and the Director of the 

Population Division, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. 

42. During the closing, the Assistant Secretary-General for Economic 

Development, the Executive Director of the United Nations Population 

Fund and the Chair made a statement. 

 

 B. Attendance 

 

42. The session was attended by 46 States members of the Commission. 

Observers for other States Members of the United Nations and 2 non-

Member States, representatives of organizations and other entities of the 

United Nations system and observers for intergovernmental and non-

governmental organizations also attended
25

. The list of delegations is 

available in document E/CN.9/2016/INF/1. 

 

 C. Election of officers 

 

43. At its 1st and 2nd meetings, on 17 April 2015 and 11 April 2016, the 

Commission elected the following officers by acclamation: 

Chair: 

 Mwaba Patricia Kasese-Bota (Zambia) 

Vice-Chairs: 

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/commission/pdf/49/E_CN9_2016_INF1.pdf


E/2015/25 

E/CN.9/2015/7  

 

15-07464 42/43 

 

Nadine Skale (Germany) 

 Ebrahim Alikhani (Islamic Republic of Iran) 

 Patricia Chemor Ruiz (Mexico) 

 Oana Rebedea (Romania) 

 

44. At its 2nd meeting, on 11 April, the Commission designated the Vice-

Chair, Ebrahim Alikhani (Islamic Republic of Iran), to serve also as 

Rapporteur for the session. 

45. At the same meeting, the Chair designated the Vice-Chairs, Nadine 

Skale (Germany) and Oana Rebedea (Romania), as well as Franklyn 

Fawundu (Sierra Leone) and Iara Beekma Reis (the Plurinational State of 

Bolivia), as facilitators for the informal consultations. 

 D. Report of the Bureau of the Commission on its intersessional  

  meetings 

 

46. At the 2nd meeting, the Chair introduced the report of the Bureau 

of the Commission on its intersessional meetings (E/CN.9/2016/2). 

47. At the same meeting, the Commission took note of the report of 

the Bureau. 

 

 E. Agenda 

 

48. At its 2nd meeting, the Commission adopted the provisional agenda 

(E/CN.9/2016/1), which read: 

 1. Election of officers. 

 2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters. 

 3. Actions for the further implementation of the Programme of Action of 

the International Conference on Population and Development. 

 4. General debate on national experience in population matters: 

strengthening the demographic evidence base for the post-2015 

development agenda. 

 5. General debate on the contribution of population and development 

issues to the Economic and Social Council theme in 2016 on 

“Implementing the post-2015 development agenda: moving from 

commitments to results”. 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/013/06/PDF/N1601306.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N16/003/29/PDF/N1600329.pdf?OpenElement
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 6. Programme implementation and future programme of work of the 

Secretariat in the field of population. 

 7. Review of the functioning of the methods of work of the 

Commission. 

 8.  Provisional agenda for the fiftieth session of the 

Commission. 

 9. Adoption of the report of the Commission on its forty-ninth 

session. 

 

49. At the same meeting, the Commission approved the organization 

of work of the session (E/CN.9/2016/L.1). 

 

 F. Documentation 

 

50. The list of documents before the Commission at its forty-ninth session 

is available at 

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/commission/sessions/201

6/index.shtml. 
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