
Thank you Mr. Chair. 

 

Distinguished delegates and members of civil society, 

 

The World Youth Alliance is a global coalition of young people promoting the dignity of 

the human person and building solidarity among developed and developing countries.  

 

With over 214 million people on the move, it is clear that migration is one of the most 

pressing issues of our time. The reasons to migrate may be manifold, but the 

fundamental needs of the person are universal. When a person sets up a new life in a 

new land, he or she must have access to nutrition, water, sanitation, housing, healthcare, 

transportation, and essential infrastructure. Likewise, persons that remain in their 

countries of origin share these essential needs. These are the prerequisites that every 

person must have to flourish — and when individuals flourish, societies follow suit. 

 

We call on Member States to ensure that the fundamental human rights of all persons are 

met. Moreover, we affirm that migration should take place out of choice, and not 

necessity. An attention to human rights, to peace, to poverty eradication, and to 

development fosters societies in which persons are not forced to migrate, and can pursue 

sustainable livelihoods in their homelands. We acknowledge that in the current global 

reality, all too often, migration occurs out of necessity due to unsustainable conditions in 

countries of origin, and we call on governments to put in place secure, regular and 

orderly processes for migration. We call for a particular attention to the provision of 

protection and assistance to refugees and internally displaced persons, of whom a 

majority are women and children. 

 

We urge Member States to show a strong commitment to families in their deliberations 

relating to migration. The family is necessary for the development of free, healthy and 

flourishing societies. Our first experience of solidarity occurs within the family. It is 

where ideas of tolerance and respect for differences are fostered, cherished and then 

carried out into the wider community. Support for the family, because of its importance 

with regard to social functioning as well as the care and well-being of children, the aged 

and the most vulnerable, should be provided at the political and the cultural level in 

order to achieve sustainable development. We call on governments to put in place 

mechanisms for family reunification taking into account the principle of the best 

interests of the child. 

 

We emphasize that our greatest resource is the potential of the human person, which is 

derived from the inherent worth that each one of us possesses — however, people are 



generally not able to exercise their ingenuity if they are plagued by problems resulting 

from living in poverty and conflict. Consequently, we must work toward a world where 

everyone’s essential needs are met — regardless of migration status — and where 

migration occurs due to choice, and not as a band-aid solution to problems stemming 

from poverty or violence. In conclusion, we call upon Member States to recall the 

importance of migration issues when engaging in the post-2015 development framework, 

and to promote person-centered development solutions that foster the creative force of 

humanity. 

 


