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Madam Chair,

Delegation of Kazakhstan took part in the Cairo International Conference
on Population and Development, where on behalfof the Government reaffirmed
the principles and commitments adopted by countries in the Program of Action.

15 years later, we note with satisfaction the progress made in achieving
the development goals agreed at international level, including the MDGs.
During this short historical period, the country has gone through major socio
economic and political transformations, which are aimed at improving welfare
ofpeople.

After gaining independence in 1991, the country lost more than 12% of
population due to declining fertility, increasing mortality and outmigration as
the result of economic consequences of the collapse of the Soviet Union.
Inherited highly centralized health system, education and social services did not
meet the needs of market economy.

In these circumstances, in 1997 the Government of Kazakhstan has
identified the demographic development as one of the state development
priorities in accordance with the principles of the ICPD Program of Action,
which was reflected in the strategic development plans of the country.

After 1999, simultaneously with the rapid economic recovery a reverse
turn in population trends was marked by increase in birth rates and immigration.
In 2007 the total fertility rate exceeded the replacement level and reached 2.4
births per woman of childbearing age.

So the result was influenced by sound economic policy that stipulated the
use of oil dividends for social development. Along with the growth of GNP,
which reached the level of 5,060 dollars per capita in 2007 compared to 1.270
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U.S. dollars in 2000, social benefits for the maintenance of poor families have
been established, as well as for working mothers with children.

In addition, the country provides free medical care, including medicines
for pregnant women and children under 5 years old. Reproductive health and
family planning services are included in the primary health care package that
resulted in a significant reduction of abortions, which for many years have been
one ofthe causes of maternal mortality.

Since the Cairo Conference, the country institutionalized structures that
deal with the demographic development. For example, the Committee on
Migration and Demography under the Ministry of Labor and Social Protection,
the National Commission for Family Affairs, Women and Demographic Policy
and National Center for mother and child health, equipped with the most
modem technology have been established. There are special scholarships for
demographers to get educated abroad.

National report on the Millennium Development Goals in 2008 noted
that the country had achieved targets set for the first three MDGs, namely,
poverty reduction, achieving universal primary education and gender equality in
education. For these purposes, Kazakhstan, now intends to achieve additional
indicators nominated as MDG +, with special attention to issues ofgender based
violence.

On the other hand, by 2015, for various reasons, Kazakhstan is unlikely to
reach the targets of the MDGs 4, 5, 6 and 7, due to a lack of qualified medical
personnel, as well as in education, ecology and management.

Also, there are still regional socio-economic inequalities, including
disparities of urban and rural development. Main concern is the quality of food
and slow increase in life expectancy at birth, especially among men. Moreover,
gender inequalities are still exist and reflected in the indicators.

In spite of the best indicators in education women compile 59% of the
unemployed, and those women often have been subjected to domestic violence.
In addition, the retirement age of women 5 years less than of men combined
with longer life expectancy increase the likelihood for women to live in poverty
in old age.

In this context, the delegation of Kazakhstan would like to thank the UN
development agencies and funds dealing with population matters, which provide
assistance to my country in achieving development goals and hopes for further
fruitful cooperation at the level of strategic planning and technical expertise to
improve the lives ofpeople of Kazakhstan.

Thank you for your attention.
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