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Mr. Chairman, Mr. Ocampo, Ms. Obaid, Mr. Chowdhury, Distinguished Delegates, L adiesand Gentlemen,

Sinceitsestablishment in 1946, this Commission has been concerned with one of the defining festures
of the 20" century: the unprecedented growth of world population. Thisgrowth hassignificantly affectedthe
course of lifeand theenvironment on thisplanet. Consder, for example, that at thetime of the Commisson’s
first sesson the total population of the world was 2.3 hillion people.  Today this figure amounts to the
combined populations of two countries. Chinaand India.

The 20" century ushered in the world’s most rapid rates of population growth. World population
nearly quadrupled during the past century, with most of this growth — 80 per cent- taking place during the
tenure of this Commission. Moreover, the 20" century ushered in revolutionary changesin life expectancy,
child bearing, the family, ageing and migration.

Inspired and guided by this Commission, the United Nations responded to these chdlengesin a
variety of ways. Mogt notable perhaps, the United Nations convened five globa population conferences
over the padt five decades. As early as 1954, the United Nations organized in Rome the first global
conference dedling with population and devel opment issues. At thisscientific gathering, the opening statement
of Secretary-Genera Dag Hammarskjkold included the following remark: “Thus, the Stuation in which we
find oursdves congtitutes one of the greatest chalenges that has ever faced the world.”

A decade | ater, the United Nations convened a second scientific popul ation conferencein Belgrade.
Asin the Rome Conference, the concerns of the 1965 Belgrade conference were focused on improving the
livesand wefare of men, women and children, especidly inthelessdevel oped regions. Therepresentative of
Secretary-Generd U Thant remarked in his opening statement to the conference: “If we are not to fal
hopelesdy behind our gods, there must be a new commitment, of Governments and of the people.”

Less than a decade later in 1974, the United Nations convened the first globd, intergovernmentd
popul ation conferencein Bucharest. At that conference, the groundbreaking World Population Plan of Action
was adopted by consensus. Among other things, the Plan stressed the urgency of accelerating socia and
economic development and the need to bring about a new international economic order.

Ten years later in 1984, the second United Nations intergovernmental population conference was
hed in Mexico City. Themgor goasof the Mexico City conference were to review the World Population
Pan of Action and make recommendations for their further implementation.

In September 1994, the United Nations convened the third intergovernmental conference on
population and development in Cairo. The theme of the Cairo conference was population, sustained
economic growth and sustainabl e devel opment, and the conference adopted the Programme of Action. Asin
past conferences, the Cairo conference was primarily concerned with improving thelivesand welfare of men,
women and children throughout the world.

In 2004, at this 37™" session, the Commissionisfocusing its atention on the progress achieved in the
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implementation of the Programmeof Action. Indoing o, it isaso considering what should bethe next steps
in effectively addressing the wide spectrum of population and development issues facing the internationd
community of nations.

Today the population of the world is 6.4 hillion. This figure is 4 billion people more than the
population of the world at the time of the Commisson’sfirst sesson.

What about the future? What kind of future will the new century bring? By definition, the futureis
unknown.  However, certain population outcomes are highly likely, or a least more likely than others.
According to United Nations projections, the mgjor features of future world population, at least by mid-
century, may be summarized by ten mgor trends.

First, world population will belarger. Atleast 2 billion additiona inhabitants, and perhaps closer
to 3 billion more people are expected to be added to theworld over the next five decades. According to the
medium variant projection, world population will reach nearly 9 hillion by mid-century. This projected
increase of nearly 3 billion people by 2050 is the second highest half-century increase in recorded human
history. The record-setting 3.5 billion was added to the world between 1950 and 2000.

Second, world population growth will bedower. 1ntermsof absolute growth, the peak of about
87 million occurred inthelate 1980s. The current annua increase of world population isabout 77 million. By
mid-century the world is expected to be adding 29 million annualy, or about athird of today’ s increase.

Third, more of theworld’s population will be concentrated in less developed countries. By
2050, nearly 90 per cent of world population isexpected to beliving in lessdeve oped nations versus 80 per
cent today. Thisis due to the fact that about 95 per cent of the world' s future population growth will be
taking placein the less developed regions. Today, for example, six countries account for half of theworld's
annua growth: India, China, Pakistan, Nigeria, Bangladesh and Indonesia

Fourth, fertility levels will be lower and family sizessmaller. Fertility levelshave comedown
markedly during the 20" century in virtualy every regionof theworld. For example, whereasin the 1950s
women in the less developed regions were having an average of Six children, today they are having three
children on average. By mid-century, the globd fertility average is anticipated to be close to replacement
levels of around two children per couple. Currently, 61 countries have achieved fertility levels below
replacement and by 2050, some 90 more are expected to do so.

Fifth, the populations of many nations will be smaller. By mid-century the populations of one
country out of five, i.e., 43 countries, are expected to be smdler than today. Prominent among these
countriesisthe Russian Federation, Ukraine, Japan and Italy. In addition, the population of Europe pesked
severd years ago and is now declining. These projected declines are primarily due to the expected
continuation of below replacement fertility. By 2050, the sum of these projected declinesisabout 143 million
people less than currently residing in these 43 countries.



Sixth, life expectancy will behigher in most countries. With modern medicines, changesinlife
stylesand improved nutrition, lower mortdlity ratesareforeseen, with longer life than currently imagined. By
mid-century, globd life expectancy is projected to be about 10 years more than today, i.e., reaching 76
years, and the number of people aged 100 years or older will likely bein excess of 3 million, whichisa
twenty-fold increase over the number today.

Seventh, theimpact of theHIV/AIDSepidemicisexpected to worsenin certain regions. At
least for the next several decades, this tragic epidemic will lead to increased morbidity, mortdity and
population lossfor the currently most affected countries. Although the probability of beinginfected by HIV is
expected to decline markedly in the future, the long-term impact of the epidemic remainsdire.

Eighth, world population will be older. The per cent 65 yearsor older isexpected to more than
double over the next five decades, increasing from 7 per cent to 16 per cent. In forty-9x countries, one
person out of four is expected to be 65 years or older by mid-century. Also, the number of persons of
working age for each older person will becutinhaf. For many countries, thiswill likely mean, among other
things, a combination of higher ages a retirement, reduced benefits for the elderly and higher taxesfor the
working populaion.

Ninth, thewor Id will be moreurbanized. Mos of theworld spopulation growthistaking placein
urban areas of the less developed regions. Within just a couple of years, the mgority of the world will no
longer be rura dwellers as has been the case throughout human higtory, but will be urban dwelers. Also,
within 25 years, urban aress in less developed regions are expected to double in size, growing from 1.9
billion today to 3.9 hillion by 2030.

Tenth, international migration will incr ease both in volumeand impact. Intemaiona migration
flows are expected to remain high during the 21t century. The more developed regions are expected to
continue being net receivers of internationa migration, with an average gain of at least 2 million per year over
the coming half century. Today, the populations of many developed countries aready rely oninternationd
migration for their modest growth. Because of their very low fertility leves, internationa migration will have
anincreasngly significant impact on population growthin the more devel oped regionsaswell asgivingriseto
further ethnic diversity within these countries.

L ooking even further into thefuture, the question arises of whether the 21% century will bethe end of
rapid world population growth. In my view, the most likely answer isto thisquestion is*“yes’.

Increasesin world population in the second haf of this century will likely be smdler thanfor thefirgt
haf. Also, the most recent long-range projections of the United Nations anticipate, according to themedium
scenario, that world population will likely peek at dightly above 9 billion near the close of this century. As
may be observed from the table below, thislatest medium variant figure for world population Sabilizetion is
consderable lower than past United Nations long-range projections. For example, some 30 yearsago, the
projected stabilization level of world population was dightly above 12 billion people.



Mr. Chairman,

The 20" century was acentury of profound and unprecedented popul ation growth and change. The
chalenges of the past were faced squardly and early on by the distinguished members of this Commission.
Among other things, this Commisson initiated the convening of aseriesof five crucid population conferences
that adopted principles, plansand programmesto address critical population issues of today and tomorrow.

As has been the case in the pagt, this Commisson has avitd roleto play in theinternationa debate
on population and development. The Generd Assembly and the Economic and Socid Council aswell as
other United Nations bodieswill continueto turn to this Commission for explanation and guidance concerning
population and devel opment i ssues. Bold vision and strong leadership from the distinguished membersof this
Commission, coupled with internationa cooperation and commitment, will greatly enhance the ability of the
United Nations to contribute to making the world in the 21% century amuch better place for the generations

of today aswell astomorrow.

Thank you very much.

UNITED NATIONS LONG-RANGE WORLD POPULATION PROJECTIONS

(in billions)

Based on . Medium Variant High Variant Low Variant
. Issued in e
Revision of Sabilization (year) (year)
(vear)
1968................ 1974 12.2 (2075) 15.8 (2075) 9.5 (2075)
1973 ... 1977 11.0 (2125) 14.0 (2125) 8.8 (2125)
1978....cccveeee 1981 10.5 (2100) 14.1 (2100) 8.0 (2100)
1980......ceueeen... 1982 10.2 (2100) 14.9 (2100) 7.2 (2100)
1990.....ccoeeeeeee. 1992 11.6 (2200) 28.0 (2150) 4.3 (2150)
1996......ceeeee.... 1998 11.0 (2200) 27.0 (2150) 3.5 (2150)
1998......ccceeee. 2000 10.0 (2200) 24.8 (2150) 3.2 (2150)
2002......ccceueee... 2004 9.0 (2300) 36.4 (2300) 2.3 (2300)

Source:  United Nations, DESA, Population Division, various publications.
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