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************ 

 

Excellencies, Distinguished delegates, Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

 The Kingdom of Thailand, is also very pleased and honoured to co-chair this very first 

Global Migration Group multi-stakeholder meeting together with the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands.   

 

This meeting is an important step in global efforts to address the issue of large 

movements of refugees and migrants.  It allows us an opportunity to have meaningful substantive 

preparations ahead of the High-Level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly on 19 

September, the importance of which we all recognize, as well as on the implementation of the 

Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development. The Kingdom of Thailand is pleased to be part of 

these processes.   

 

In the past four decades, the Kingdom has sheltered over a million displaced persons as a 

result of various conflicts and economic conditions in the region.  In this context, we are more 

than eager to participate actively in promoting a principled understanding of burden sharing, 

which addresses the issue from a long-term, comprehensive point of view in order to arrive at a 

durable solution based on enduring partnerships, some of which my esteemed co-chair has 

already mentioned in his opening remarks. 

 

As our work progresses, we also need to think more proactively about capacity building 

for host countries.  The most pressing question is how to support host countries on such practical 

things as screening and identifying persons on the move, who have different but equally 

important protection and assistance needs?  We hope that this meeting will pave the way for a 

fruitful and positive High-Level Plenary Meeting in this regard, with clear and concrete 
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proposals on how to manage safe and orderly migration and ensure protection and assistance for 

those most in need. 

 

Excellencies, 

 

 There are currently a number of very important forums and cooperative frameworks 

which are focused on the issue of refugees and migrants.  In my region, we have the Bali 

Process, which deals with people smuggling, trafficking in persons and related transnational 

crime and has a very practical and practitioner focus on areas such as enhancing capacity, 

cooperation, and exchange of information.  The Kingdom of Thailand for its part recently hosted 

two Special Meetings and a Special Retreat on the issue of irregular migration in the Indian 

Ocean.  We also have the Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD), the next of 

which will be held in Bangladesh.  Under this process, Thailand hosted in March a Thematic 

Workshop on Connectivity – Migration – Business.  We believe that work accomplished in these 

and other ongoing processes should duly be taken into account at the upcoming High-Level 

Plenary Meeting in September.  

 

For our immediate work today, it is important that delegates engage with the experts 

present here to share viewpoints, comments or ask questions.  We must make the most of 

informal forums such as this meeting in order to fully prepare ourselves to get the best result out 

of the upcoming High-Level Plenary Meeting. 

 

Without further ado, let me turn it over to the agency experts to start the two panel 

sessions we have this morning.  Thank you for your attention and I am certain we will have a 

good opening discussion. 

 

*********** 

 


