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I. Introduction 

The 2016 New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants set in motion the development of a global 

compact for safe, orderly and regular migration that will be considered by the UN General Assembly in 

December 2018.2  The Global Compact for the Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM) is the formal, 

if not conventional, expression of the elevation of human migration and security within the agenda of the 

United Nations.  Resolution 71/280 of the 71st General Assembly invited stakeholders, including scientific 

and knowledge-based institutions, to contribute to the preparatory process of elaborating the migration 

compact (UNGA 7 April 2017).   The preparatory process has yielded more specificity in arguments for the 

need for data, research and capacity building regarding scientific analysis of international and forced 

migration within the interrelated policy contexts of sustainable development and human rights (see UN 

Development Programme 2009).  In presenting his report “Making migration work for all,” United Nations 

Secretary-General António Guterres argued explicitly that facts rather than myths – knowledge and research 

– are required for improved management of international mobility to protect migrants and promote the 

national and human benefits of migration (Guterres, 11 January 2018).   

 

The international community of population scientists has participated in this process.  In a highly interactive 

meeting at the 28th International Population Conference in Cape Town, South Africa the IUSSP3 Ad Hoc 

Panel on Strengthening Migration Data and Research gathered input from conference attendees regarding 

priorities in international migration data collection, research and demographic training.  This information 

was organized and incorporated into a statement from the IUSSP to contribute to the preparatory phase of 

developing the Global Compact for the Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration.  The preamble to the IUSSP 

statement provides the rationale for advancing the role and resources of population analysis in generating 

knowledge concerning international migration in this 21st century and is followed by 44 specific 

recommendations organized within three domains of international migration data collection, research and 

demographic training (the full statement is provided as an appendix to this submission).   

 

This statement by population scientists represents just one voice among many corners of civil society 

making the case for evidence based response and policy regarding international migration, refugee and 

forced migration and population displacement in the contemporary world and its future.  The preparatory 

process for the Global Compact for the Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration offers important insight to 

priorities for demographic research on international population movements from those commissions, 

organizations and researchers working most closely with international migrations and migrants.  It should 

also be argued that these inputs are critically relevant to considering priorities in other domains of 

international population and development policy initiatives, specifically, the International Population Plan 

of Action and the Sustainable Development Goals.  

 

                                                      
2 The New York Declaration established the process of developing two compacts for international responsibilities 

regarding refugees and migrants, respectively.  The Global Compact for Refugees has been developed through the 

offices of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and will be presented as a report to the 

UN General Assembly in December.  The development of the Global Compact for Migrants (Safe, Orderly and 

Regular Migration) is an intergovernmental process culminating in consideration by Member States at the 

Intergovernmental Conference to Adopt the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration, 10-11 

December, Marrakech, Morocco.  For an effective and cogent comparison of the two Compacts, see T. Alexander 

Aleinikoff and Susan Martin (2018) Making the Global Compacts work: What future for refugees and migrants? 

Zolberg Institute on Migration and Mobility, New School for Social Research and Kaldor Centre for International 

Refugee Law, University of New South Wales, Policy Brief No. 6.  April. 
3 IUSSP is the acronym for the International Union for the Scientific Study of Population, a professional 

organization of population scientists.  At the end of 2017 the organization was composed of nearly 2800 scholars 

and students from 125 countries.  IUSSP holds consultative status with the United Nations. 
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This background note derives from two assumptions.   First, efforts to develop international approaches to 

promote safe and humane international migrations will benefit from demographic data, research and 

analysis.  Second, assessment of progress towards international population and development goals will 

benefit from inclusion of input from migration scholars, organizations, both governmental and 

nongovernmental, working on international and internal migration, as well as migrants themselves. 

  

We begin with brief reflection on the process of development of the Final Draft of the GCM. Second to be 

presented is a preliminary documentation of the ways in which stakeholders in the preparatory processes 

for the GCM have articulated, themes and priorities for demographic research regarding international 

migration and displacement populations.  Third we conclude with identifying several domains of 

complementarity among the international initiatives concerning population, development and migration 

(International Population Plan of Action, Sustainable Development Goals and the Global Compact for Safe, 

Orderly and Regular Migration) and offer modest ideas for areas of analytic intersections in population data 

collection, research and training.  

 

II. Evidence-based policy within the Global Compact for the Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration  

The Report of the Secretary General “In safety and dignity: addressing large movements of refugees and 

migrants” laid the foundation for the UN High-level Summit for Refugees and Migrants held in New York, 

19 September 2016, and the social, economic, environmental and humanitarian issues demanding 

international dialogue and action. The need for data, research and analysis is made explicit:   

 

To maximize the positive impact of migration, we must analyse trends on the basis of a solid 

evidence base. I call upon all Member States to invest in data collection, including sex- and age-

disaggregated data, as well as information on both regular and irregular flows, the vulnerability of 

migrants and the economic impact of migration. The data should be analysed to plan for future 

migration and promote the inclusion of migrants (UNGA 2016, para. 96).  

 

The report of the Special Representative on Migration, Mr. Peter Sutherland, was a critical perspective to 

the High Level Summit as a ‘roadmap for improving the governance of international migration” (UNGA 

2017, 1).  He and his colleagues advocated the essential role of evidence in policy concerning migrants and 

refugees.  Data were fundamental to the process but research and analysis were – are – essential to go 

beyond description to reveal the causes and consequences of international population movements. Analytic 

strategies concerning international migration and population displacement, moreover, must also be 

considered within broader contexts of development and social, economic and environmental change.  

Initiative in international migration governance must resonant with both the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) particularly those that are migration-related, as well as with international covenants 

concerning human rights.  Ms Louise Arbour, current Special Representative to Secretary-General Guterrez 

for International Migration has continued to affirm these perspective throughout the preparatory process 

for the 2018 Global Compacts for Refugees and for Migrants, respectively. To be sure, her remarks to the 

session of the International Population Conference in Cape Town emphasized the need for reliable data and 

rigorous analysis on which to base sound policy choices concerning the role of human migration and 

mobility in sustainable development, state security and human rights (see also UNSG 2018).   

 

The consultative phase of the preparatory process was “...to gather substantive input and 

concrete recommendations to inform the development of the global compact on migration” (UN) and 

implemented a schedule of convenings during 2017:  thematic sessions, regional commissions and 

stakeholder consultations.  As shown in Figure 1 the thematic sessions addressed six substantive topics; 

regional commissions established specific foci for discussion and deliberation in relationship to 

development of a global compact on migration. 
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From these consultative processes has emerged the Final Draft of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly 

and Regular Migration.   Prepared by the co-facilitators to lead the intergovernmental consultations and 

negotiations during the preparatory process, Ambassadors and Permanent Representatives of Mexico and 

Switzerland, the draft presents the guiding principles of the Global Compact, and a “cooperative framework 

comprising of actionable commitments, implementation, and follow-up and review” (GCM 2018, 4). The 

first ‘Zero Draft’ was issued in February 2018, and has gone through changes prior to consideration by 

Member States in December. 

 

The first iteration of the Global Compact is noteworthy as a document most closely following the 

preparatory and consultative processes put in motion following the New York Declaration for Refugees 

and Migrants adopted by 193 Member States in September 2016.4 Of the 23 objectives to achieve safe, 

orderly and regular migration, the first objective is to “collect and utilize accurate and disaggregated data 

as a basis for evidence-based policies.”5  

 

The revision of the Zero Draft has maintained this priority and the general objective for “a robust global 

evidence base on international migration by improving and investing in the collection, analysis and 

dissemination of accurate, reliable, comparable data, disaggregated by sex, age and migration status (GCM 

2018, 5).” With this statement, the role of the population sciences, social demography and the broader social 

sciences is placed in clear and critical relief. 

 

The Final Draft identifies several discrete yet interrelated activities for population and migration analysis 

and research: develop comparable concepts and statistical measures of dimensions of international 

migration and mobilities; foster capacity-building within and throughout nations for the analysis of 

migration processes; develop the means to coordinate, compare, and study international migration and 

population patterns, trends and processes; promote the collection of data related to international migration 

in national censuses and representative surveys; mine and adapt administrative data systems for information 

on migration; and encourage integration of migration research more generally within national policy 

development and planning (GCM 2018, 5-6).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      

4
 The United States of America withdrew its participation in the negotiations for the New York Declaration on 3 

December 2017. 
5 The Global Compact for Refugees also includes dedicated recommendations addressing the need for data and 

research concerning refugees.  Section 3.3 Data and Evidence of the Final Draft (26 June 2018) outlines the need for 

harmonized and disaggregated data for solutions, response and responsibility sharing for refugees.  Regarding data 

and analysis, the report states: To support evidence-based responses, States and relevant stakeholders will, as 

appropriate, promote the development of harmonized or interoperable standards for the collection, analysis, and 

sharing of age, gender, disability, and diversity disaggregated data on refugees and returnees. Upon the request of 

concerned States, support will be provided for the inclusion of refugees and host communities, as well as returnees 

and stateless persons as relevant, within national data and statistical collection processes; and to strengthen national 

data collection systems on the situation of refugees and host communities, as well as returnees (UNCHR 2018, 9). 
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Figure 2. Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration  

Final Draft, Objective 1 

 

 
Source:  UNGA, 13 July 2018. 
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III. Themes and priorities for demographic research regarding international migration: Inputs and 

Interventions from the Consultative Process 

 

From the perspective of global migration governance what emerges is a proposal for a program of scientific, 

and policy relevant activities concerning the demography of global and regional population movements. 

These actionable commitments concerning international migration data collection and analysis derive from 

the substance of the processes of consultation: invited presentations, interventions from the floor, written 

interventions submitted to the Office of the President of General Assembly, summaries and 

recommendations from interaction discussions from regional commissions.  The written statement by the 

IUSSP Ad hoc committee to improve migration data and research, discussed earlier, represents and 

illustrates a written intervention submitted on behalf of a professional organization holding consultative 

status with the United Nations. 

 

A preliminary review of these inputs reveals a wide and rich corpus of ideas, both creative and critical, 

concerning the need for population data concerning international migration and population movements and 

displacement, and the role of population analysis in addressing critical dimensions of migration dynamics 

for countries ad communities of origin and destination, and for migrants themselves.  We may consider 

these inputs as ‘requests from the field’ for demographic data, analysis and training that are more relevant 

to international and regional responsibility sharing regarding migrants and displaced populations.  

Accordingly, it is useful to take close and critical stock or inventory of the ideas concerning population data 

and analysis that have emerged in the consultative processes. A full inventory is in progress; illustrative 

results to date follow here. 

 

Summaries of the inputs and discussion were prepared by facilitators of each of the thematic sessions.  

Selections of the summaries concerning data collection, analysis, research and training are shown here for 

two of the six sessions.  Discussions in the session on Human Rights addressed issues in the measurement 

of broad concept of intolerance, collection of data on hate crimes, critical attention to research design and 

representation of subgroups, and the need for research on the causes of racism and xenophobia: 

 

Thematic Session 1 Human Rights 

 

Co-facilitators’ Summary: 

l. Data The primordial role of credible data for evidence-based migration policies was repeatedly 

affirmed and delegations noted the important link between representative and disaggregated data 

and the wellbeing of migrants, as human rights violations are often the result of misinformed 

policies. Several participants pointed to a general lack of concrete information regarding the root 

causes of racism and xenophobia. Others cautioned against narrow interpretations of related forms 

of intolerance. As such, it was mentioned that data is a powerful means to dispel myths about 

migration.  

 

Concrete issues and recommendations presented for consideration included:  

. Improve disaggregated data collection, analysis and relevant policy making  

. Collect data on hate speech and hate crimes at the national level  

. Use existing data, for example from National Human Rights Institutions and UN 

treaty bodies  
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Thematic Session 2 Drivers of Migration 

 

Co-facilitators’ Summary: 

g. Data The prevailing lack and necessity of data, knowledge and evidence-based policy-making 

to effectively address the multi-layered drivers of migration in a holistic manner was noted as key 

issue to be considered in the global compact throughout all panels and discussions. Research and 

data collection, including longitudinal data, were noted as particularly relevant with view to better 

understanding and addressing the interrelations between migration and development, as well as 

migration and environmental factors, respectively. Data disaggregation was considered of 

particular relevance to targeting group-specific drivers and vulnerabilities. Furthermore, 

international coordination, harmonization and interoperability of data collection and analysis were 

highlighted. 

 

Also extant in the documentary record are the interventions from the floor of the Thematic Sessions, 

including those offered by Member States as well as UN offices.  For example, the statement from the 

Member from Canada included the following comments regarding data and research in relationship to the 

drivers of migration:  

 

 “...Member states should provide more support for research on climate change induced migration. 

…  Greater research could identify complex drivers of environmental migration, identify 

populations that are vulnerable and develop appropriate national and regional strategies. Better data 

collection, through tools such as IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix, could also be useful in this 

regard. Research and data collection could be built into Global Compact national action plans based 

on the gaps. ...” 

 

In the same Thematic session UNCHR provided the statement: 

 

“Finally, there is a critical need for reliable data. Without reliable data on the causes and 

consequences of climate change and disaster-related movements, we will not be in a position to 

fashion the necessary responses. Similarly, we must base our policies on concrete and successful 

practices on the ground, to ensure our responses are meaningful and practical.” 

 

Analytic issues emerging from discussions focusing drivers/causes of migration include multivariate 

perspectives, particularly concerning the relationships between environmental change and migration, 

specification of vulnerabilities, longitudinal research design and data collection to further knowledge 

concerning migration and development, and relatedly, the need for reliable data as a foundation for policy 

and response. 

 

Convenings of UN Regional Commissions reflect themes and issues selected by governmental and 

nongovernmental leadership, and in so doing, underscore the importance of regional perspective and 

priorities in responsibility sharing for migrants as well as programs of data collection and research.  For 

example, the Economic Commission for Africa held discussions for each of the six themes regarding 

migration and population displacement.  Recommendations for data, research and analysis emerged for the 

themes of human rights, drivers of migration and contributions of migrants and diaspora: 

 

Thematic Area 1 Human rights  

(a) Collect and exchange evidence on migration based on data that are collected and analysed in 

accordance with United Nations data standards, including on the contributions of migrants in origin, 

transit and destination countries in Africa and other regions;  

(b) Generate evidence and present scenarios on the changing structure of African labour markets 

in order to enhance understanding of the future supply and demand for labour, and the protection 
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of migrant workers; … 

(d) Encourage Member States to include refugees, undocumented migrants and other non-nationals 

in migration statistics. Support Member States in the timely collection and dissemination of 

migration statistics and actively encourage them to apply United Nations standards to increase 

coherence and comparability of data and statistics.  

 

Thematic area 2 Drivers of migration 

(a) Conduct research on the complex ways in which conflict, environmental factors and climate 

change may effect patterns and trends of migration, thereby increasing insight into how such factors 

may influence in different ways the ability of various social groups to migrant and the aspirations, 

ad how the effects of such factors may differ for long- and short-distance migration, and over the 

short, medium and long term; 

(b) Mainstream migration issues into policy development relating to environment, agriculture, 

urban planning, foreign investments, trade, industrialization and employment. 

 

Thematic area 4 Contributions of Migrants and diaspora 

(a) Encourage national statistical offices in collaboration with researchers, national banks and other 

financial institutions to undertake regular surveys to assess the trends, use and impact of 

remittances, including informal remittances;  

(b) Increase the capacity of independent academic research in order to identify the structural 

conditions under which migration and remittances are able to reinforce positive development trends 

and innovation, and the conditions under which they rather seem to sustain economic stagnation 

and authoritarianism.  

 

 

The Summary of the meeting of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific noted that: 

 

There was a consensus to improve collection and analysis of disaggregated data and information, 

including on age and gender, on all dimensions of international migration.  

 

The Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia recommended: 

 

To strengthen the role of national statistical offices and build partnerships among various actors to 

gather and analyse evidence and data on migration drivers, patterns and trends, disaggregated by 

age, gender and migration status, among others, to create scientific grounds for the formulation of 

effective policies on migration.  

 

The Economic Commission for Europe dedicated discussion and formed recommendation to migration 

statistics, measurement of migration and capacity-building, noting in its final report: 

 

2.  At its 94th meeting, convened on 6 November 2017, the Executive Committee (EXCOM) of the 

Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) held a regional discussion to provide input to the 

global process.  IN view of UNECE’s limited mandate on migration issues, and given the 

importance of better data and statistics for evidence-based migration policies, EXOM decided to 

focus its discussion on the work of UNECE on migration statistics, in particular on how to measure 

migration, key measurement issues in the regional, and capacity building activities in support of its 

member States.  Representatives from the International Organization for Migration were in 

attendance. 
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3.  This Chair’s summary, with the annexed background document that was provide3d to EXCOM 

for information, constitute UNECE input into the intergovernmental stocktaking conference for the 

global compact taking place in Mexico in December 2017. 

 

Four panels for stakeholders in the preparatory process were convened in at the United Nations, New York 

on 26 July 2017.  A preliminary review of statements addressing issues of evidence and research reveals 

the following issues and recommendations expressed in the organized panels: 

 

  Human rights of migrants 

    issues of access to health care, education and labour rights 

    differential access of migrants 

linkages between human rights and development 

 

  [Multi-faceted] drivers of migration 

    many causes of migration addressed through SDGs 

link GCM and SDG in review and monitoring 

 

  Cooperation and governance 

    national, regional as well as international response 

    explore “private sector to contribute to better management of migration including data 

 collection, ....” 

    importance of registration of migrants 

“Lack of adequate data was as a shared concern for majority of speakers, including lack of      

 data on return and reintegration.” 

 

  Contributions of migrants 

    Review of evidence of impacts of migration at different scales 

    role of remittances in development 

    demand for labor 

    discrepancy between evidence and national discourse 

 

Figure 3 summarizes the analytic issues emerging from the inventory to date.6  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
6
 A forthcoming exercise for the newly established IUSSP Scientific Panel, International Migration: Strengthening 

the knowledge base for policy, will be to compare the analytic issues raised during the stock-taking process from 

stakeholders in international migration to those identified by migration scientists and scholars. 
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Figure 3. Summary of Themes for Demographic Analysis from Consultative Process  

of the Global Compact for Migration:  Preliminary Results 

 

 
 

IV. Intersections among international initiatives concerning population, development and migration  

In recognizing the role of demographic data and research for governance regarding migration, the Global 

Compact for Migration and to a certain extent, the Global Compact for Refugees, underscore the salience 

of population dynamics in global, national and regional affairs.  The complementarity among the 

International Population Plan of Action, and the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration 

is revealed in the critical relationship among international migration and population displacement and goals 

for human rights, welfare and place-based security, and for communities that are sustainable and free from 

discrimination and conflict.  In this regard it is noteworthy that the Actionable Commitments of Objective 

1 Collect and utilize accurate and disaggregated data as a basis for evidence-based policies of the first - 

‘Zero Draft’ (February 2018) - of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration was 

expanded to include a recommendation to: 

 

k.  Cooperate with relevant stakeholders in countries of origin, transit and destination to develop 

research, studies and surveys on the interrelationship between migration and the three dimensions 

of sustainable development, the contributions and skills of migrants and diasporas, as well as their 

ties to the countries of origin and destination (emphasis added).  

 

The inclusion of this action within the Objective for research and analysis is significant as an obligation for 

migration data, research and training to be coordinated within international frameworks of conceptualizing 

population and development.  

 

The International Population Plan of Action adopted at the International Population and Development 

Conference in Cairo 1994 gave dedicated focus to international migration, including documented and 

undocumented migrants, and refugees. In (re)consideration of the implementation of the International Plan 

of Action in 2014 the UNFPA has provided a framework recognizing “the motivations for development are 

generated by human aspirations for dignity and human rights, for good health, and for both security of 

place and mobility” (UNFPA 2014, 4). ‘Place and mobility’ emerges and stands firmly as one of the pillars 

of the population-development nexus: 
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The importance of place and mobility as a thematic pillar resides in linking the large-scale trends 

and dynamics in population – in household formation and composition, internal migration and 

urbanization, international migration and land and displacement – to the achievement of both 

human dignity and well-being, and sustainable development (UNFPA 2014, 6). 

 

Working within the context of international declarations and covenants concerning human rights, the 

Framework of Actions for the follow-up to the Programme of Action of the International Conference on 

Population and Development Beyond 2014 (PoA2014) resonates profoundly with the Global Compact for 

Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration.  Second, in recognizing the increasing diversity and heterogeneity 

within global and regional migrations and population displacements, in terms of characteristics, drivers and 

as a result, impacts, the PoA2014 intersects with the recommendations from UN Regional Commissions 

for context specific analysis and response to international and interregional population movements. 

 

Very critically, the PoA2014 emphasizes the importance of robust knowledge and knowledge generation 

for implementation of actions to achieve goals: 

 

654. Sustainable development cannot be achieved without evidence-based governance. Effective 

governance demands good statistics to monitor progress and to hold leaders accountable for their 

activities and achievements. Investing in statistical capacity in demography, public health, human 

rights, migration, economic growth, employment or climate change makes it possible to understand 

their linkages and impact on sustainable development, and to shape the policy process (UNFPA, 

2014, 178). 

 

This thesis, as hopefully illustrated here, is a working assumption of the GCM.   

Somewhat more specifically, the PoA2014 intersects the actionable commitments of the GCM in several 

specific analytic goals for demographic data, research and training regarding international migration and 

population displacement.  Again, a partial list includes the critical importance of:  disaggregation of 

population groups of inquiry by age and gender; specification of historical, spatial and temporal frames; 

research on drivers of migration and displacement within the context of population dynamics; 

comprehensive analysis of effects of migration and population displacement in place and over time; 

comparative and longitudinal analysis; coordination, cooperation and comparability in population and 

migration data, concepts and analysis. 

 

The signatories of The Millennium Declaration, adopted by the UN General Assembly in September 2000, 

resolved to protect the rights of migrants and to foster responsibility sharing regarding the settlement and 

return of refugees: 

 

“take measures to ensure respect for and protection of the human rights of migrants, migrant 

workers and their families, to eliminate the increasing acts of racism and xenophobia in many 

societies (UNGA 2000, para. 25).”  Regarding refugees, the Declaration resolved to “strengthen 

international cooperation, including burden sharing in, and the coordination of humanitarian 

assistance to, countries hosting refugees and to help all refugees and displaced persons to return 

voluntarily to their homes, in safety and dignity and to be smoothly reintegrated into their societies 

(UNGA 2000, para. 26).”   

 

The Sustainable Development Goals reformulated in 2015 addressed the implications, challenges and 

opportunities of urbanization and components of urban growth for sustainable development and only 

implicitly engaged the role of international migration and population movements in the framework for goal-

setting and action.  More recent monitoring of the Sustainable Development Goals, however, as expressed 

in the 2018 report places human migration and mobility at the intersections among the goals.  Migration is 
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one of six processes forming critical ‘linkages’ among the SDGs by fostering ‘inclusion’ and sustainability 

at the global, regional and local scales.  The reduction if not elimination of conflict, and the promotion of 

security within homelands, communities and households also addresses issues of refugee and forced 

migration and population displacements.  Recognition of these intersections among the SDGs reflect the 

essential role of ‘place and mobility’ as a foundation or ‘pillar’ of the interrelationships between population 

and development,   

 

Critical consideration of progress toward the SDGs, moreover, addresses several features of international 

migration that resonate directly with the Global Compact for Migration.  A partial list of intersections 

includes the university framework of human rights for all persons and all categories of migrants, the benefits 

of migration for economic and social capital in both sending and receiving societies and communities, 

increased understanding of the causes and consequences of racism and xenophobia, and the recognition of 

dimensions of vulnerabilities and resilience associated with gender, age, and location, and notably the 

effects of climate change on secure residences and livelihoods. 

 

The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2018 also draws attention to several characteristics of 

contemporary international migration that may warrant further consideration in the implementation of the 

Global Compact for Migration as well as avenues for increasing the intersections between the SDGs and 

the GCM.   The 2018 report raises the question of the degree to which migrants, both internal and 

international, bring entrepreneurship to economies of destination, with potential positive effects at the local, 

national and global levels.  Very importantly, the Report recognizes the potential if not actual role of 

migrants as leaders within civil society, the economy and in government.  The Report also draws attention 

to the role of longer-term and shorter-term migration in relationship to social and economic development 

in ways more explicit than the GCM. 

 

To be continued is more comprehensive specification of the intersections, interconnections and 

complementarity among international initiatives and goals concerning international migration and 

population processes.  The ‘roadmap’ of Mr. Sutherland serves as a evolving guide for a collaborative 

process among Member States, international governmental and nongovernmental organizations, population 

scientists and migrants. 

 

*********** 

 

When adopted by Member States, the Global Compact for Safe Orderly and Regular Migration will set in 

motion a process of implementation and monitoring of actionable commitments agreed upon at the UN 

Summit in Morocco.  Coordination of the GCM commitments with implementation and monitoring of 

migration related actions of the Sustainable Development Goals and Programme of Action regarding 

population will serve each global initiative, respectively and specifically, and will serve the promotion of 

human migration and mitigation of population displacement more generally.  Global, regional and local 

stakeholders in international population movements, including migrants themselves, have and continue to 

offer experienced perspectives concerning the role of demographic data, research and training in these 

efforts to promote evidence-based response, support and solutions in matters of population and 

development. The community of population scientists is a stakeholder critical to these efforts for 

responsibility sharing for global well-being and sustainability. 

 

To be continued is more comprehensive specification of the intersections, interconnections and 

complementarity among international initiatives and goals concerning international migration and 

population processes.  The ‘roadmap’ of Mr. Sutherland and the voice of Ms Arbour serve as evolving 

guides for collaborative processes among Member States, international governmental and nongovernmental 

organizations, population scientists and migrants. 
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Appendix 
 

Statement by the International Union for the Scientific Study of Population (IUSSP) on 

Strengthening Migration Data, Research and training, in the Context of the Global Compact for Safe, 

Orderly and Regular Migration 

 

The following statement was prepared by the IUSSP Ad Hoc Panel on Strengthening Migration Data and 

Research, as input for the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration that the United Nations 

Member States committed to develop at the high-level plenary meeting on addressing large movements of 

refuges and migrants, held on 19 September 2016.  In resolution 71/280, the General Assembly invited all 

relevant stakeholders, including scientific and knowledge-based institutions, to contribute to the 

preparatory process of elaborating the migration compact. 

 

The IUSSP Ad Hoc Panel was gathered on 26 September 2017. The Panel hold six telephone conferences 

from 2 October until 16 November 2017 as well as a special session at the International Population 

Conference (IPC) in Cape Town on 30 October.  A first draft statement was presented at the IPC, then 

submitted to IUSSP membership in an electronic consultation between 5 and 15 November. The statement 

was subsequently revised between 17 and 20 November.  

 

The Panel is composed of the following scholars: 

 

– Philippe Fargues, European University Institute, Florence, Italy - Chair of the Panel 

– Bela Hovy and Keiko Osaki, United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs - Ex-

officio 

– Marla Asis, Scalabrini Migration Center, Manila, The Philippines 

– Mariama Awumbila, University of Ghana, Legon, Ghana 

– Marcella Cerrutti, Centro de Estudios de Población, Buenos Aires, Argentina 

– Mohammad Jalal Abbasi-Shavazi, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran 

– Fernando Lozano, Centro Regional de Investigaciones Multidisciplinarias, Cuernavaca, México 

– Ellen Percy Kraly, Colgate University, Hamilton, New York, USA 

– Emilio Zagheni, University of Washington, Seattle, USA 
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Preamble 

1. Migration is a key dimension of the global exchange between peoples. It connects each country of the 

world with all the others, as every state with no exception is at the same time a receiver and a sender of 

international migrants.  

2. Social science has demonstrated that, should migration stop, the world would become much more 

unsafe and poorer. More scientific knowledge, however, is necessary to better understand how 

individuals and states can best take advantage of the opportunities migration offers while addressing its 

challenges for societies and individuals in full respect of their human rights.   

3. Because international migration is truly global, establishing robust evidence to inform discussions take 

the heat out of debates and enable sound policymaking for facilitating safe, orderly and regular 

migration. This presupposes that states share basic concepts and agree on building compatibility 

between national data systems.  

4. Because there is a growing divide in the world between those who regard international migration as 

beneficial for economies and a necessity for human progress and those who regard it as a threat to social 

cohesion, national identity and security, the scientific community should agree on a research agenda 

drawing on the considerable knowledge accumulated in recent decades to address priorities in both 

fundamental and policy-oriented research. 

 

Recommendations for sharing definitions and concepts  

5. Achieving universal consensus on the definition of an international migrant is an important objective 

on its own.  

6. Information that must be collected to define an international migrant includes the county of birth and 

the country of citizenship. 

7. Other relevant characteristics should be collected including the following:  

− Duration of stay in order to differentiate migrants from simple travelers, and short-term from long-

term migrants. 

− Countries of birth and/or nationality of the father and the mother in order to identify sub-

populations with a recent migrant background which are targets for specific policies, such as 

second- or third-generation migrants, diasporas, etc.  

− Reason for migrating in order to identify different groups of migrants. 

8. The voluntary or forced nature of the move must be determined in order to differentiate between a 

migrant and an asylum seeker or a refugee. It must be reminded that it is as simple travelers or migrants 

that many persons fleeing persecution or life-threatening conditions enter the countries where they will 

be able to lodge an asylum claim and be treated as either refugees or migrants after a lengthy process 

of refugee status determination.   

9. Irregular migration needs to be properly addressed with a distinction between three non-exclusive 

situations--unauthorized entry, unauthorized stay, and unauthorized employment—all of them transient 

and susceptible to change in both directions. 

10. The notion of “mixed flows” used to describe refugees traveling alongside economic migrants with no 

visas does not only refer to two distinct populations being smuggled together but also to mixed 

motivations, as the same individual may seek both protection and a job. 

 

Recommendations for strengthening migration data 

11. Countries should agree on a set of minimum standards for data collection and dissemination to permit 

the measurement of flows and stocks and to document essential characteristics of migrants. 

12. Countries should work towards the objective of counting flows and stocks of migrants at any moment 

in time by origin and destination of the migrants.  

13. Censuses, which are the main source of data on stocks of immigrants and returnees, must include 

questions on the country of birth and the country of nationality, supplemented with questions on the 

country of residence five years prior to the census (useful to capture recent migration as well as return 

migration) and the immigrants’ arrival date (to estimate immigration trends).  
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14. Because emigrants are absent from origin countries, their numbers and characteristics have to be 

reconstructed by aggregating immigrants of a given origin in all other countries of the world. For this 

to be possible all countries must agree on counting immigrants by detailed country of origin (birth 

and/or nationality) and publishing such data.  

15. Administrative sources including border records, visas and residence permits must be adapted to 

provide useful data on migrant flows.   

16. In order to disentangle migrants from simple travelers and to capture various forms of temporary and 

circular migration, visas and residence permits statistics must be supplemented by statistics on actual 

duration of stay. 

17. In order to continuously update statistics of migrant flows and stocks by origin/destination and basic 

characteristics of the migrants, countries should work at matching entry and exit data. 

18. Other administrative sources, including data collected in hospitals, schools, labor offices, housing 

offices, tribunals, etc. should include standardized information on country of birth and country of 

nationality in order to provide data on the socioeconomic inclusion of migrants and discrimination 

against them. 

19. Countries should take advantage of routinely conducted surveys to collect migration data, in particular 

the following:  

− Multipurpose household surveys to collect information on socioeconomic and labor integration of 

immigrants. 

− Post-census surveys to collect representative information on immigrant populations and possibly 

migratory and labor trajectories. 

20. Irregular migration must be measured and monitored. Because migrants in an irregular situation tend 

to escape administrative routines and official surveys, ad hoc methodologies must be developed to 

estimate their numbers and characteristics.  

21. Ad hoc tools must be developed to capture and analyze transit migration and the status and living 

conditions of migrants in transit. 

22. Countries should provide researchers with open access to census micro-data, which are the only 

comprehensive source to compare demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of migrants and 

other population groups. 

23. Big data and social media potentially contain a wealth of information about the mobility of individuals. 

Significant scholarly contributions are needed, however, to develop proper methods and ensure these 

sources are used responsibly. 

24. Launching a World Migration Survey would be a timely initiative. 

 

Recommendations for developing research on migration 

25. States and academic institutions should increase efforts to research migration, its remote and proximate 

causes, and its short and long-term consequences in origin and destination countries as well as globally.   

26. Migration and development are linked in many ways and a better understanding of the complex 

processes at work is needed in order to recommend action to promote the positive impacts of migration 

and to mitigate its negative impacts, in both origin and destination countries. Remittances, models and 

values conveyed by migrants to families and communities left behind, and equitable opportunities for 

migrant women are key topics. 

27. Migrants often belong to two countries, where they come from and where they live, and transnational 

links as well as diaspora policies developed by states and non-state actors in origin countries in order 

to foster ties with expatriate nationals must be evaluated.  

28. Research must establish to what extent highly skilled migration deprives the source country of a scarce 

resource necessary to its development, and whether skills by gained abroad return migrants and other 

compensatory mechanisms can turn the brain drain into a brain gain.  

29. Research must assess the contribution of migration to building human capital globally, at a time when 

students, teachers and researchers comprise a growing share of global migrants.  
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30. Migrants’ inclusion in receiving societies, the extent to which they have rights and duties, opportunities 

and responsibilities comparable to those of natives, is a multifaceted process combining economic, 

social, cultural and legal dimensions. Academics should work at developing an individual migrant 

integration index that would make it possible to monitor one of the most sensitive outcomes of 

migration.  

31. Migrants can be victims of discrimination, unfair treatment, racism, xenophobia and exclusion in their 

host societies in relation to personal characteristics such as national origin, religion, physical 

appearance, name and surname, etc. Identifying such acts and measuring their frequency in order to 

combat discrimination and related phenomena requires specific methodologies to be developed.  

32. Migrants can experience abuse and exploitation at the very initial stage of migration, as they can fall 

victim to undue charges, illegal recruitment or trafficking in origin countries. Identifying such practices 

in order to combat them also requires specific methods.  

33. Migrants’ contribution to the demography of destination countries and immigration as part of a response 

to population and skills ageing and unsustainable pension systems, must be established. 

34. Conceptual frameworks and methods for projecting migration must be developed in order design 

migration scenarios to be incorporated in classical population projections by age sex, as well as to 

forecast migration flows based on scenarios of its determinants.  

35. Longitudinal analyses of the effects of migration on fertility and decision-making among women and 

men must be developed to better understand how international migration, social mobility and 

demographic processes are linked in populations of origin and destination.   

36. Women and unaccompanied child migrants are specific and vulnerable populations. Researching how 

gender and age shape the reasons for migrating as well migrants’ experiences, from labor opportunities 

to exposure to abuse and coercion, including sexual slavery, early forced marriage, and commercial sex 

trafficking, is a high priority. 

37. The international demand for care workers, which drives a growing number of women to migrate, must 

be researched on its own. 

38. Long-distance parenthood and changes in family roles and relations as a result of migration without 

family reunification calls for systematic, comparative research. 

39. Assessing linkages between international migration, mortality and morbidity is critical for a 

comprehensive understanding of global health issues.   

40. Restricted or limited pathways for legal migration have fostered transnational criminal activities—

smuggling, trafficking, exploitation and abuse of migrants—which raise human rights concerns. 

Population scientists must critically examine dimensions of gender, age, education and health among 

these vulnerable groups of migrants. 

41. The numbers of internally displaced people, asylum seekers and refugees displaced by wars, civil 

conflicts and poor governance have grown rapidly in the last two decades. Addressing the causes and 

consequences of forced migration for both migrants and their hosts in a problem-solving perspective is 

a research priority.  

42. The risks migrants are exposed to during their journey including detention, abuse, disappearance or 

death during land and sea travels, as well as other dangers faced by migrants during their move, must 

be systematically identified and measured in order to be combated. 

43. Environmental changes are expected to become a key determinant of future migration and mobility. 

Research must anticipate how global warming and related changes in sea level, land subsidence, violent 

storms, droughts, floods, salt water intrusions, ocean acidity, atmospheric chemical composition, soil 

leaching, etc. might affect people's propensity to migrate internally and internationally.  

44. Evidence has to be accumulated on migration policies’ impact on actual numbers, characteristics and 

strategies of migrants. 

45. Population scientists must engage in the effective communication of research results to a wide array of 

stakeholders, including fellow scientists, media partners, policy makers and the public at international, 

national and local levels.   
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Recommendations for strengthening training programs on migration  

46. Population scientists must re-commit to the training of current and future generations of social scientists 

to understand the role of human migration in global processes and change.   

47. Curricula in demography should be critically assessed for theory and methods relevant to the study of 

human migration.   

48. Students in the population sciences must be equipped to contribute concepts, methods, knowledge and 

evidence concerning the causes and consequences of international migration. 

 


