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Demographic Situation of Japan

 ‐‐‐
 

in terms of Fertility Prospects



 
Recent Upturn of Fertility Rate

 ‐‐‐
 

Some analyses 
 and implication  for  future prospects



Source: Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, Statistics Bureau, Census, NIPSSR(2006), Population Projection for 

 

Japan:2006‐2055.
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The population in Japan peaked in the 

 period from 2004 to 2007 and gradually 
 started to decline by now.



 
The depopulation accelerates: losing 

 more than 500,000 people every year 
 from 2017, and more than 1 million 

 people per year from 2039 and onward 
 (IPPS projection).
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Japan has had the highest proportion 

 elderly ( % 65 ) in the world since 
 approximately 2005, 



 
and continue to be so at least

 until 2050.
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Source:  United Nations (2009), NIPSSR(2006)
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Source: United Nations (2009), World Population Prospects: The 2008 Revision. NIPSSR (2007), Population Projections  for Japan.
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The six decades of Japanese postwar 

 trends may be divided into three phases. 



Source: NIPSSR (2007), Population Projections  for Japan.
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Source: The National Fertility Survey (NIPPSR).
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Figure 5 Trends of Total Fertility Rate: Observed and Assumed
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It rather be classified a period-cohort  effect.
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Due to its peculiar combination of 

 population dynamics, Japan will 
 experience, a very rapid population 

 decrease, along with the highest 
 proportion of elderly in the world.



 
The prospect of continuing low fertility is 

 mainly responsible for these changes.





 
The recent upturn could mainly be 

 explained by the period effect, which 
 would not change cohort completed 

 fertility, and particularly the effects that 
 temporally works and would be 

 redeemed in other period ( the type‐H 
 period effect ).





 
It seems to be caused by a rebound of the 

 short term too‐low fertility, followed by a 
 boom among single's and under‐parity 

 family's market involving the second baby 
 boomers. 



 
These are the different in causes from the 

 upturns seen in the US and Europe due to so‐
 called "the tempo transition. “

 (type‐T period effect in our terminology)





 
However, if boom continues for long enough 

 to raise the levels of completed fertility (type‐
 H‘

 
effect), the long term prospect should be 

 higher than the presently assumed.


 
It depends on whether the rise in fertility 

 schedules of cohorts in their mid‐thirties and 
 beyond in this period is continually succeeded 
 by the following cohorts ending up with rises 

 in their completed fertilities





 

Thank you …



Source: Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, Statistics Bureau, Census, NIPSSR(2006), Population 
Projection for Japan:2006-2055.
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Source: Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, Statistics Bureau, Census, NIPSSR(2006), Population 
Projection for Japan:2006-2055.
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Source: Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, Statistics Bureau, Census, NIPSSR(2006), Population 
Projection for Japan:2006-2055.
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