COMMISSION ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT

SIDE EVENT HOSTED BY THE PERMANENT MISSION OF SOUTH AFRICA AND THE
UNITED NATIONS POPULATION FUND (UNFPA)

MONDAY 13 APRIL 2015, CONFERENCE ROOM 12,
FROM 13H15 TO 14H30

Progress in realising the Addis Ababa promise to the adolescents of Africa

Reflections on the implementation of the Addis Ababa Declaration on Population and
Development in Africa beyond 2014

Through the Addis Ababa Declaration on Population and Development in Africa beyond
2014, Africa’s leadership committed itself to continue its pursuit of the goals and objectives
of the ICPD Programme of Action. Amongst others, we committed ourselves to pay
particular attention to the needs of adolescenis in the achievement of “universal access to
sexual and reproductive health services, free from all forms of discrimination.” This
commitment was further elaborated fo include the adoption and implementation of “relevant
comprehensive sexuality education programmes®, with the involvement of young people
themselves, and the expansion of “access for all women and adolescent girls to timely,
humane and compassionate treatment of unsafe abortion complications and, in accordance
with national laws and policies, provide access to safe abortion services.”

The continent's leadership committed itself to implement the promise of Addis Ababa by
promoting “strengthened parinerships with local, national and international civil society
organisations”, and fo “recognise the role of civil society organisations including NGOs and
youth in the formulation, monitoring and evaluation of population and development policies
and programmes including for achieving the goals of sexual and reproductive health and
rights.”

Distinguished African leadership figures from different sectors and countries will make short
presentations on their involvement in and experience of delivering the "Addis Ababa
promise” io Africa’s young people, acress a broad range of services that are required to
improve the sexual and reproductive health of the continent's adolescents. A general
discussion will follow on the lessons learnt thus far, and future pricrities.
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