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Explanatory Notes

The following symbols have been used in the tables throughout the report:

.. Two dots indicate that data are not available or are not separately reported.

– A dash indicates that the amount is nil or negligible.

- A hyphen indicates that the item is not applicable.

− A minus sign indicates deficit or decrease, except as indicated.

. A full stop is used to indicate decimals.

/ A slash between years indicates a crop year or financial year, for example, 2010/11.

- Use of a hyphen between years, for example, 2010-2011, signifies the full period involved, including the 
beginning and end years.

Reference to “dollars” ($) indicates United States dollars, unless otherwise stated.

Reference to “billions” indicates one thousand million.

Reference to “tons” indicates metric tons, unless otherwise stated.

Annual rates of growth or change, unless otherwise stated, refer to annual compound rates.

Details and percentages in tables do not necessarily add to totals, because of rounding.
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The following abbreviations have been used:

CAFE Corporate Average Fuel Economy (standards) (United 
States of America)

CCS carbon capture and storage

CDM Clean Development Mechanism (Kyoto Protocol)

CERs certified emissions reductions

CGIAR Consultative Group on International Agricultural 
Research

CH
4

Methane

CO
2

carbon dioxide

CSP concentrating solar power

DAC Development Assistance Committee (OECD)

DOE Department of Energy (United States of America)

EGTT Expert Group on Technology Transfer (UNFCCC)

EJ exajoules

ESTs environmentally sound technologies

EU European Union

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

FDI foreign direct investment

FFS Farmer Field Schools

FIT feed-in tariff

F-gases fluorinated gases

GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade

GDP gross domestic product

GE genetically engineered

GEA Global Energy Assessment

GHG greenhouse gas

GJ gigajoules

G-NIS Green National Innovation System

Gt gigatons

GtC gigatons of carbon

GW gigawatts

ICT information and communications technology

IEA International Energy Agency

IFPRI International Food Policy Research Institute

IGCC integrated gasification combined cycle

IMF International Monetary Fund

IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

IPM integrated pest management 

kg kilogram

kWh kilowatt-hour

LECZ low-elevation coastal zone

MCDA multi-criteria decision analysis

mpg miles per gallon

MtCO2
e metric tones of CO2 equivalent

Mtoe millions of tons of oil equivalent

MW megawatt

NDVI normalized difference vegetation index

N
2
O nitrous oxide

NPP net primary productivity 

NIMBY not in my backyard

NIS National Innovation System

ODA official development assistance

OECD Organization for Economic Cooperation and  
  Development

PES payments for environmental services

POP persistent organic pollutant

ppm parts per million

ppmv parts per million by volume

PPP purchasing power parity

PV photovoltaic

R&D research and development

RD&D research, development and demonstration

SAIS sustainable agricultural innovation system

SBSTA Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological 
  Advice (UNFCCC)

SCC social cost of carbon

SDRs special drawing rights

SHS solar home systems

SRI System of Rice Intensification

SUV sport utility vehicle

TRIPS Agreement on Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual  
  Property Rights

TW terawatts

UNCTAD United Nations Conference on  
  Trade and Development

UN/DESA Department of Economic and Social Affairs  
  of the United Nations Secretariat

UNDP United Nations Development Programme

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural  
  Organization

UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on  
  Climate Change

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund

UNWTO United Nations World Tourism Organization

WEFM World Economic Forecasting Model  
  (of the United Nations)

WGP world gross product

WHO World Health Organization

WTO World Trade Organization

VC venture capital

ZJ zettajoules
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Developed economies (developed market economies):

Australia, Canada, European Union, Iceland, Japan, New 
Zealand, Norway, Switzerland, United States of America.

Group of Eight (G-8): 

Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russian Federation, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United States of America.

Group of Twenty (G-20):

Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, 
India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Republic of Korea, 
Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey, United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States 
of America, European Union.

European Union (EU):

Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, 
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

EU-15:

Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, 
Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Portugal, 
Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland.

New EU member States:

Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia.

Economies in transition:

South-eastern Europe:

Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro, 
Serbia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS):

Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia,a  Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Republic of Moldova, Russian Federation, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan.

Developing economies:

Africa, Asia and the Pacific (excluding Australia, Japan, New 
Zealand and the member States of CIS in Asia), Latin America 
and the Caribbean. 

Subgroupings of Africa:

Northern Africa:

Algeria, Egypt, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, Tunisia.

Sub-Saharan Africa:

All other African countries, except Nigeria and South 
Africa, where indicated.

Subgroupings of Asia and the Pacific:

Western Asia:

Bahrain, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, Yemen.

South Asia:

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Iran (Islamic Republic of ), 
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka.

East Asia:

All other developing economies in Asia and the Pacific.

Subgroupings of Latin America and the Caribbean:

South America:

Argentina, Bolivia (Plurinational State of ), Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela 
(Bolivarian Republic of ). 

Mexico and Central America: 

Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama.

Caribbean:

Barbados, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Guyana, Haiti, 
Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago.

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever on the part of the United Nations Secretariat concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its 
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

The term “country” as used in the text of this report also refers, as appropriate, to territories or areas.

For analytical purposes, unless otherwise specified, the following country groupings and subgroupings have been used:

a As of 19 August 2009, Georgia officially left the Commonwealth of Independent States. However, its performance is discussed in 
the context of this group of countries for reasons of geographical proximity and similarities in economic structure.
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Least developed countries:

Afghanistan, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Burkina 
Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Central African Republic, Chad, 
Comoros, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, 
Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-
Bissau, Haiti, Kiribati, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Maldives, Mali, 
Mauritania, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Niger, Rwanda, 
Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone,  
Solomon Islands,  Somalia, Sudan, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tuvalu, 
Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Vanuatu, Yemen, 
Zambia.

Small island developing States and areas:

American Samoa, Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, 
Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, British Virgin Islands, Cape Verde, 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Comoros, 
Cook Islands, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Fiji, 
French Polynesia, Grenada, Guam, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, 
Haiti, Jamaica, Kiribati, Maldives, Marshall Islands, Mauritius, 
Micronesia (Federated States of ), Montserrat, Nauru, 
Netherlands Antilles, New Caledonia, Niue, Palau, Papua New 
Guinea, Puerto Rico, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, 
Seychelles, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Suriname, Timor-
Leste, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tuvalu, United States 
Virgin Islands, Vanuatu.

Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change: 

Annex I Parties:

Australia, Austria, Belarus, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, 
Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, European 
Community, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Monaco, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russian 
Federation, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United States of America.

Annex II Parties:

Annex II parties are the parties included in Annex I 
that are members of the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development but not the parties 
included in Annex I that are economies in transition.






