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The Millennium Institute (MI) is devoted to promoting more sustainable 
development in countries around the world.  To help countries better 
understand how to achieve these goals, it has developed a system dynamic 
tool, the Threshold 21 Model, to integrate the relations among the economy, 
society, and environment into a single, coherent framework.  This is a highly 
transparent model that generates long-term scenarios to help better 
understand the positive and negative linkages across the whole economic-
social-environmental framework that result from different policies over the 
longer term, so decision-makers can develop more sustainable strategies.  It 
has been applied in over 30 countries and is easy to maintain by the local 
experts trained in its use.  UNDP has supported its application in many of 
these countries, including in promoting climate change adaptation in African 
countries working with the African Adaptation Program.  The model was used 
by UNEP in their Green Economy Report to illustrate how shifting to “green” 
investments would protect the environment while strengthening the economy 
and creating more jobs than continuing normal policies.  UNEP is now 
promoting the use of the model in a number of countries to help them develop 
the specific policies that would lead them to “greener” growth. The model will 
be demonstrated to illustrate how it can help achieve more sustainable 
policies, and there will be opportunities to discuss the links among sectors. 
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