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UNDP UGANDA              UN-DESA 
 

Strengthening Macro-Micro Modelling Capacities to Assess 
Development Support Measures and Strategies 

 
Second Intensive Training Workshop 

 
Serena Lake Victoria Hotel 

Kigo District, Kampala, 11-14 September 2012 
 
Background 
 
Capacity development activities started in Uganda with the organization of a scoping 
mission and first inception and training workshop, on 17-20 October 2011, in Entebbe. 
These initial activities were followed up by the first intensive training, which was 
organized on 7-9 March 2012, also in Entebbe.  
 
The realization of all these activities responds to the need to strengthen the capacity of 
Ugandan policy makers to assess and maximize the use of support measures and 
strategies that contribute to development, and to become better prepared to anticipate and 
respond to global economic crises and other external adversities (including those related 
to high food and energy prices, drops in export demand or declines in worker 
remittances) to avoid future setbacks in human development.  
 
Beneficiaries of the training are expected to become more capable to evaluate policies 
and inform policy makers on their desirability, particularly to ensure the timely 
achievement of human development goals and its continued sustainability beyond 2015, 
as well as graduation from the LDC category. If, for example, human development goals 
are not attained on time or options to graduate from the LDC category start to fade away, 
trainees are expected to have the capacity to assess different development strategies and 
estimate further resource requirements associated to them under different scenarios. 
 
These capacity development activities are undertaken in the framework of a collaborative 
effort between the Development Policy and Analysis Division of the United Nations 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN-DESA/DPAD) and the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) in Uganda. They are formulated to provide targeted 
support for strengthening the ability of a “technical unit” or group of national experts 
from various Government entities led by the Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic 
Development (MOFPED), to conduct development policy analyses, including the 
assessment of strategies to achieve the MDGs, the effects of economic crises on the 
achievement of these goals and the identification of ways in which Uganda can increase 
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its capacity to take advantage of international support measures in trade and (Official 
Development Assistance) ODA as a LDC, among others. 
 
Intensive training should ensure that the national experts become acquainted with an 
integrated macro-micro modelling framework and will be able to use results from 
applying this to guide policy makers. The capacity development activities’ primary 
objective is to institutionalise the use of such framework, which comprises an economy-
wide model that incorporates a special module that specifies the main determinants of 
MDG achievement and the direct impact of enhanced public expenditures on MDG-
related infrastructure and services. It considers specific targets for the MDGs of poverty 
reduction (MDG 1), achieving universal primary education (MDG 2), reducing under-
five and maternal mortality (MDGs 4 and 5) and increasing access to safe water and basic 
sanitation (MDG 7). The impact of international support measures in trade and ODA will 
be assessed through their effects on different socio-economic variables. The 
methodological framework also includes sector-level costing estimations and a 
microsimulation methodology to gauge impacts on poverty and inequality of simulated 
scenarios. 
 
 
Objectives of the second intensive training workshop 
 
To provide the second intensive training, a workshop will be organized on 11-14 
September 2012, in Kampala, Uganda. The objectives of this workshop are as follows: 
 

(i) Continue with practical demonstrations that help explain the use of ISIM-
MAMS (i.e., adding a dataset and generating alternative scenarios).  

(ii) Complete practical exercises by means of which policy simulations are 
generated in three (interrelated) blocks: exogenous policy and external shocks, 
support measures and achievement of human development goals. 

(iii) Discuss policy issues that will be assessed through simulations with the 
objective of elaborating a policy note, how these simulations can be 
performed, and the format that the policy note should follow. 

(iv) Revisit the timeline and agree on the final steps. 
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Programme 
 
11 September 2012  
 
9:00 – 9:45: Welcoming addresses and remarks on the project’s status 
- Albert A. Musisi, Ag Commissioner, Economic Development Policy and Research 

Department, Ministry of Finance Planning and Economic Development (MOFPED). 
- Alex Warren-Rodriguez, Senior Economics Advisor, UNDP Uganda. 
- Marco V. Sánchez, UN-DESA 
 
Presentations and practical sessions below are respectively made and coordinated by: 
 
- Marco V. Sánchez, UN-DESA 
- Martín Cicowiez, University of La Plata and UN-DESA consultant 
 
9:45 – 10:45: A refresher on ISIM-MAMS 
 
Coffee break 
 
11:00 – 12:30: Exogenous policy and external shocks simulations (practical session and 

discussion of results) 
 
Lunch 
 
14:00 – 16:30: cont. 
 
Coffee break 
 
16:45 – 17:30: cont.  
 
 
12 September 2012  
 
9:00 – 10:45: Support measures simulations (practical session and discussion of results) 
 
Coffee break 
 
11:00 – 12:30: cont. 
 
Lunch 
 
14:00 – 16:30:  Human development goals simulations, with and without other shocks 

(practical session and discussion of results) 
 
Coffee break 
 
16:45 – 17:30: cont. 
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13 September 2012  
 
9:00 – 10:00:  Microsimulation approach: a description 
10:00 – 10:45: File structure to implement microsimulations in Stata 
 
Coffee break 
 
11:00 – 11:45:  Demonstration of Stata implementation and interpretation of results 
11:45 – 12:30:  Preparation of the database in Stata 
 
Lunch 
 
14:00 – 15:45: cont. 
 
Coffee break 
 
16:00 – 17:30: Use of ISIM-MAMS results to implement microsimulations 
 
 
14 September 2012  
 
9:00 – 10:45:  Combination of ISIM-MAMS simulations and microsimulations (practical 

session and discussion of results) 
 
Coffee break 
 
11:00 – 12:30:  cont. 
 
Lunch 
 
14:00 – 15:00: Discussion of next steps, including the elaboration of policy notes 
 


