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“I will draw upon my background in
sustainable development”

Right before the opening of the 68th session oe@dmssembly,
its President, John W. Ashe, gave a special irdernto DESA
News. He points out how his background may helppngmote
the building of Sustainable Development Goals anidamber
States. He also explains why he is the first PGéxtensively use
social media and online communication.

Link to the video interviewhttp://youtu.be/8ICA9ywDKrY

On 18 September 2013, John W. Ashe of Antigua aarthiRla
took the gavel as the President of the 68th sesditre General
Assembly, the main deliberative, policy-making and
representative organ of the United Nations. Commpyiall 193
Member States of the Organization, it providesahky forum
for multilateral discussion of the full spectrumiofernational
issues covered by the UN Charter.

Following his election as Assembly President orddde, John
W. Ashe and his team outlined their priorities thoe session
under a theme entitled, “The Post-2015 DeveloprAgetnda:
Setting the Stage!”. Under it, he is encouragingrier States
and other stakeholders to promote dialogue, réflecnd
commitment to the formulation of an effective negeada to
overcome poverty and insecurity and ensure sudtkina
development, to be launched during the 69th sedsltmwing
the 2015 deadline of the current Millennium Devehgmt Goals
(MDGs).

Prior to his assumption of the Assembly Presidedoiin W.
Ashe served simultaneously as his country’s Perntane
Representative to both the United Nations and tloeld\Trade
Organization, positions he held since 2004. Heseaged in a
leadership capacity on many of the governing bodi¢ke
major UN environmental agreements, including aditisé
Chairman of the Executive Board of the Clean Dewelent
Mechanism of the Kyoto Protocol to the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). He holds a
Doctorate in Bioengineering.



www.un.org/desa

3 High-Level events and 3 thematic debates

During his year at the head of the General Assenthé/President
will convey three High-level events and three thiéendebates.
The first High-level Event will discuss the role\&fomen, Youth
and Civil Society in the post-2015 development agehe aim is
to heighten dialogue and strengthen approacheasdeteto
improve conditions and development prospects fanew and
youth, who have been further marginalised by tlobdal crises in
food, fuel and finance.

A second High-level Event will explore the conttiioms of
Human Rights and the Rule of Law in the post-20&%etbpment
agenda, particularly looking at the appropriatenteavork to
ensure that human rights, the rule of law, and ggmarnance
practices anchor the evolving policy platforms imanner that
empowers people to contribute to sustainable dpvetmt.

The third High-level Event will look at the conttitions of South-
South, Triangular Cooperation and Information and
Communication Technologies (ICT) for Developmenttia post-
2015 development agenda. In the past two decacssatic
global change and national and regional transfaomathave led
to unprecedented and increasingly complex sociox@mic and
environmental threats, challenges and concerngadRéing to
these new threats, as well as existing challengdisequire new
forms of collaboration, innovation and partnersh¥pjch in turn
can maximize the potential for ICT to contributeréaching our
development goals.

In addition to the High-level Events, three themalébates will
provide an opportunity for in-depth explorationkefy issues in the
post-2015 development agenda. Partnerships amghth and
much overlooked MDG, and UN Secretary-General Bamion
has placed renewed emphasis on this area. Johrsk¢. iAtends to
increase that spotlight by exploring the role atiparship and its
contribution to the post-2015 development agenéahmology
and knowledge transfer, financing and innovativenseof
implementation will be critical parts of the comidgbate.

Another thematic debate will examine how to wonkaods and
ensure Stable and Peaceful Societies in the pd§-@6velopment
framework, including by creating an enabling enmirent for
development and progress, diminishing externassine that
contribute to conflicts, ensuring accessible in§itins of justice,
reducing violence, and enhancing the capacity andumtability
of good governance mechanisms and practices thafibpeace
and sustainable development.

The third thematic debate will focus on the roléSvater,
Sanitation and Sustainable Energy in the post-2igl/&lopment
agenda. With some 1.4 billion people without rdiadlectricity,
2.5 hillion without decent cooking fuels, 900 nati lacking
access to clean water and 2.6 billion without adégisanitation,
action is urgently needed to address these persidtallenges.
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Many initiatives in these fields are now underway tinere is a
need to harness, share and scale up proven tegigsobnd best
practices in the areas of integrated water managgme
sustainable energy and sanitation services a®parny
proposed post-2015 development agenda.

Related information

» Official website of the President of the 68th Geaher
Assembly

»  68th session of the General Assembly

e The PGA on Facebook

e The PGA on Twitter

“I want to understand what is at
stake”

Recently appointed by the Secretary-General Bam&@n as
Assistant Secretary-General for Policy Coordinatard Inter-
Agency Affairs in UN DESA, Thomas Gass, from Suatze,
describes himself as an unconditional supporténciusive
development and multilateralism. In his video intew, he
explains how his experience in development cooperaind as
a Member State representative will be an addedesaduvork
on setting Sustainable Development Goals.

Link to the video interviewhttp://youtu.be/3h2QE74UfnA

“I believe that 2015 is our next big opportunitypiace
sustainable development, poverty eradication ahdrot
important issues center-stage. And | hope thatutjinany work
as coordinator and facilitator within DESA, | whle able to play
a catalytic role in this process”, said Thomas Gdssng our
interview, a few days after his arrival at UN DES¥week
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later, he jumped into the High-level segment of@emneral
Assembly, and was impressed by the positive enttayemerged
from this gathering.

A sense of global hope

After a G20 summit where the issues related to ldpweent were
somewhat eclipsed by the Syrian crisis, Thomas @&ass
encouraged to see how poverty alleviation and muibe
development were centrally placed in this high-lesgment. He
was heartened to hear how many Heads of Stateésdstheir
statement by saying how valuable the MDGs weren eve
representatives from states, which didn’t acceptMiDGs when
they were first formulated. “It will motivate me took towards
those statements of ambition and of vision rathanto the
challenges of negotiations that may come. The éBate had a
sense of global urgency but also interestinglyress®f hope.
Most of the speakers said “we can do it”, undemiinihe UN'’s
relevance in the area of poverty alleviation anstanable
development.”

From Kathmandu to New York

Thomas Gass took office on 3 September as onesdfnih
Assistant Secretary-Generals of UN DESA. He brinigk him
wide-ranging experience in bilateral and multilatetevelopment
cooperation. From 2009 to 2013, he served as Hetm d/lission
of Switzerland to Nepal (Ambassador and Countre€&ior of the
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation), whnmer
established the Embassy of Switzerland in Nepal,earsured the
delivery of a development cooperation programmeyofo 33
million dollars a year. He also chaired the Dorufrthe Nepal
Peace Trust Fund, the main instrument for inteonafi support to
Nepal's peace process.

Before his posting to Nepal from 2004 to 2009, Mass was
Head of the Economic and Development Section aPtdrenanent
Mission of Switzerland to the UN in New York, whére
represented Switzerland’s interests, in particiahe Economic
and Social Council (ECOSOC), its subsidiary Comiuiss the
General Assembly and the Executive Boards of themhiN
Funds and Programmes. During this time, Mr Gassth@a€hair
of the Donor Group of the UN Global Compact.

In 2006, he was the Vice-President for Western ge@o and
Other Group (WEOG) of the Commission on Populatiod
Development and in 2008, he was the Vice-Presii®#fOG) of
the Executive Board of UNDP/UNFPA. In 2007, he ssstully
facilitated the landmark TCPR/QCPR Resolution,ghgodic
review of the General Assembly operational system f
development.

Mr Gass also served as Policy and Programme Officehe
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, guBe
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Resident Representative of the United Nations Dpraknt
Programme (UNDP) in Guyana, and as Regional Dirdoto
Europe with the International Plant Genetic Resesilostitute
in Rome.

“l want to listen and understand”

When talking about his agenda for the Departmembifas
Gass is prudent: “l am not a CEO who comes in witbady-
made restructuring plan. | want to take time tortadlgparties, to
understand what is at stake, what are the chalteofyell our
teams before investing my energy to move in onection or
another.”

Inclusive development and multilateralism are keir. Gass.
Regarding the upcoming High-level events to be eged by
the President of the General Assemlslgd articly the new
ASG sees them as an opportunity to bring a refngshi
perspective on the process leading up to 201 5utidbe very
structured and systematic. “I hope we will take dpportunity
of these events to also bring non-conventionalettalders to
the discussion.” For him, the recent tendency ¢tuitte civil
society in the consultation processes is crucidlraeflects an
evolution at the country level, both in the Nortidan the
South. Governments know they have no monopoly in
development and management of their country. Akeholders
have to share their expertise to build the citghdligh it is not
the UN Secretariat’s role to bring too much oridityawe need
to remain open and keep listening to the voicdo$¢ who will
promote this approach at the national level.

The goals, including the MDGs and those coming fthen
Rio+20 process, cannot be achieved without theatigb all
stakeholders, including the private sector. “Tocsec, we
cannot ask the stakeholders only to pay and maledfar, they
have to find a seat at the table, in order to dgvah ownership
of the objectives and the processes”, explains®4ss.

Negotiator and passionate

As the Assistant Secretary-General for Policy Cowation and
Inter-Agency Affairs, Mr. Gass would like to keeptouch with
substantive issues: “I have a substantive backgrdaun
management and utilisation of genetic resourceadaculture.
| know a lot about the importance of agriculturse@rch to
secure food and income for humanity, but | alsdedsvelop
passion for many different subjects. | have beerking here in
the basement of the UN as a negotiator, for exampleehalf of
the Friends of Mountains, a group of about 45 caesit
supporting sustainable development in mountairoregiln
2006, as the Vice-President of the Commission quuRion
and Development, | chaired the negotiation of areexely
interesting resolution on ageing. By learning alibatsubject, |
realized how important and vital it is for humartid deal with
ageing issues in a very deliberate way.”
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“I don't want to lose touch with the field realitiiat | experienced

in Cameroon, in Guyana, in Nepal, and in the Andeamtries,
where | monitored and developed projects that neadiéference
for people who depend on the support of the inteynal
community to elevate their livelihood”, he added.

For Thomas Gass, this new position is a culminatioseveral sets

of skills he developed during his career. “| sde gosition more

as the result of investments in my different corapeies than as a

springboard to get somewhere else.” The new AS@gbra very
concrete understanding of the challenges of dewatop
cooperation, has a sound knowledge of how statesaict with
each other and demonstrates flexibility in relation
interoperability of organizations, agencies andrgas. “l am

looking forward to combine efficiently and effealy these three

sets of skills, which | developed during my carsefar, and |
hope they will allow me to play a useful and caialyole in
enabling the UN to raise to the challenge ahead.”

Born in 1963, Thomas Gass holds a PhD in naturahses from
the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zuiectd an MSc

and engineering diploma in agricultural sciencesifthe same

Institute. He is married and father of three adhitdren.

Related information

+ Biography of Thomas Gass
» L'interview de Thomas Gass en francais

A new era of discussions on
migration

For the second time in history, the General Assgmiill convene

a high-level event on 3-4 October, devoted to magonal
migration and development at the United Nationss Tireeting

provides an opportunity for the international conmity to review

progress since the first High-level Dialogue in 8Gihd promote
and advance the debate and cooperation in the &&ldigration
and development.

e
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Governments are increasingly recognizing that eastmp and
cooperation are needed to leverage the benefitadaedss the
challenges of migration. They also realize thatratign is
relevant to all three pillars of sustainable depeient —
economic, social and environmental. Thus, this gddigh-
level Dialogue, taking place at UN Headquarter8@hOctober,
also provides an opportunity to discuss the inolusif
migration into the post-2015 development agenda.

International migration continues to increase iops;
complexity and impact. With 232 million internatmmmigrants
worldwide, as new estimates from the Populatioridiown
reveal (sedrends in International Migrant Stock: The 2013
Revisionunder publications), more people are living ogsid
their country of birth than ever before. The denaqpdpic
transition, economic growth coupled with a globatian of
labour markets, the recent financial crisis andplight of
migrants stranded in dire environmental and huraaait
situations is reshaping the face of migration.h& heart of this
phenomenon are people, some looking for decent aodka
better and safer life for themselves and their fi@syiothers
migrating to escape poverty, violence, conflict #&mg effects of
environmental change.

With 232 million international migrants worldwidenore people
are living outside their country of birth than ebafore.

In 2006, the General Assembly convened the firghHevel
Dialogue on International Migration and Developmdrite
meeting placed migration firmly on the United Nascagenda
bringing together about 160 high-level Member State
representatives in addition to representativesuifsociety,
international organizations and the private sedtarlier that
year, the Secretary-General had appointed Mr. Pettirerland
as his Special Representative for Migration. Atee, Global
Migration Group (GMG) was formed consisting of 16itéd
Nations entities and the International OrganizafmriMigration
(IOM). The group is the main interagency coordioiati
mechanisms on migration. It meets regularly awtbeking-
level, has organized technical meetings and isfiet
publications and statements. The group was chaiyed
UNDESA in 2007 and is currently chaired by the IOM.

Following the 2006 High-level Dialogue, the Stagekl
voluntary Global Forum on Migration and Development
(GFMD) was formed providing a platform for informalon-
binding dialogue among governments and betweenrgments
and other partners, such as civil society, thegbeisector and
international organizations. Since 2007, the Gl¢tmalm has
taken place annually, alternating between develamed
developing countries as its chair. Currently, tlev&nment of
Sweden is chairing the GFMD.
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Enhancing the benefits of international migration br migrants

In response to this progress in dialogue, coopmratnd trust-
building, Member States decided to hold anothdodige in 2013
and opted on an action-oriented agenda for thigingee
“Identifying concrete measure to strengthen cohsremd
cooperation at all levels, with a view to enhandimg benefits of
international migration for migrants and countrdige and its
important links to development, while reducingriegative
implications” (A/RES/67/219, OP3a).

Following this theme, the 2013 High-level Dialogui consist of
four plenary meetings and four interactive rouralés,
addressing:

e migration and the post-2015 United Nations develepm
agenda;

e human rights of migrants;

» partnerships and cooperation in migration, and

» labour migration.

Member States will act as co-chairs of the roudets with each
consisting of a panel discussion featuring higrelev
representatives of Member States, internationadrggtions and
civil society.

The President of the General Assembly, the Segr&eneral, the
President of ECOSOC, (Professor lan Goldin, Dinecdxford
Martin School, University of Oxford) and a migramtice (Mr.
Gibril Faal, Chairman, African Foundation for Deweient
(AFFORD)) will make opening remarks in the plenariie
Special Representative of the Secretary-Generdlligration will
also address the plenary.

DESA'’s Population Division is assisting the Offickthe
President of the General Assembly in its organzeti and
substantive preparations for this event. In addjtdr. Hongbu
Wu, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Sdfitalirs,
will participate as a panellist in round table 8udsing on
partnerships and cooperation in migration.

“The High-level Dialogue is an opportunity to prof®@oncrete
actions to improve the lives of migrants.”

John Wilmoth, Dir. Population Division, DESA

The Secretary-General, in his report to MembereStédr the
High-level Dialogue (seReport of the Secretary-General on
International Migration and Developmeunhder related links
hereunder), proposed an eight-point agenda fooracti

1. Protect the human rights of all migrants;
2. Reduce the costs of labour migration;
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3. Eliminate migrant exploitation, including human
trafficking;

Address the plight of stranded migrants;

Improve public perceptions of migrants;

Integrate migration in the development agenda;
Strengthen the migration evidence base; and
Enhance migration partnerships and cooperation.

©oNOo A

The 8-point agenda provides a “roadmap” for thévaiets of
Member States, the United Nations system, thernatemal
Organization for Migration (IOM), civil society arather key
stakeholders in the follow-up to the 2013 High-lebalogue.

Mr. John Wilmoth, Director of the Population Di\asi,
expressed his hopes for the High-level Dialogu¢heroccasion
of the Population Division’s launch of new globabnant stock
estimates last week by saying: “The High-level Diale
presents an opportunity for Member States, civiety and the
international community to advance the debate termational
migration and development, and to promote con@etiens to
improve the lives of migrants and to enhance thebts of
migration for countries of origin and destination.”

Overall, the Division is hopeful that the 2013 Higivel
Dialogue will mark the beginning of a new era dadldgue,
cooperation and partnerships on migration and dgveént
coupled with concrete policy recommendations afidvicup
actions.

Related information

» Report of the Secretary-General on International
Migration and Development

e Trends in International Migrant Stock: The 2013
Revision

* Summary of the Informal Interactive Hearings of the
United Nations General Assembly

» Towards the 2013 High-level Dialogue on Internadion
Migration and Development
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Global Dialogue on
Development

Impact of world financial and
economic crisis on development

The sixth High-level Dialogue on Financing for Diy@ment will
be held on 7 and 8 October at UN Headquarters henaverall
theme “The Monterrey Consensus, Doha Declaration on
Financing for Development and related outcomesajbmunited
Nations conferences and summits: status of impl&tien and
tasks ahead”.

The two-day event will include a series of plenargetings
chaired by the President of the General Assembhlyhich
ministers and high-level officials will be ablenmake formal
statements, three interactive multi-stakeholdendaiables and an
informal interactive dialogue, with the particigatiof all relevant
stakeholders. The themes of the three round tainiéshe
interactive dialogue will be as follows:

* Round table 1 “The impact of the world financial and
economic crisis on the reform of the international
monetary and financial system and its implicatifors
development”;

* Round table 2 “Mobilization of public and private
financing, including foreign direct investment avttier
private flows, and fostering international tradel an
sustainable debt financing, in the context of firiag for
development”;

* Round table 3 “The role of financial and technical
development cooperation, including innovative searof
development finance, in leveraging the mobilizatifn
domestic and international financial resources for
sustainable development”;

» Informal interactive dialogue: “The link between
financing for development and achieving the
internationally agreed development goals, includhe
Millennium Development Goals, and advancing the
United Nations development agenda beyond 2015".

At the closing, the President of the General Asdgmill make
concluding remarks summarizing the main pointsiséussions.
Full summary by the President will be issued asféinial UN
document.

For more information:
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/hld/HLD2013/index.htm
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The future older persons want

The NGO Committee on Ageing is celebrating the 2013
International Day of Older Persons on 9 OctobetJat
Headquarters.

This year, in commemoration of the Internationay@&Older
Persons (1 October), the theme “The future we wahét older
persons are saying” has been chosen to draw attetatithe
efforts of older persons, civil society organisatipUnited
Nations organizations and Member States to plazéstue of
ageing on the international development agenda.

For more information:
http://undesadspd.org/Ageing/InternationalDayof@RbFsons.a

Spx

Employment, MDGs and inequality
at the Second Committee

The Second Committee is expected to start its aofk October
2013 at UN Headquarters, with an opening addrest/Ny
DESA Under-Secretary-General Mr. Wu Hongbo andyméte
address by a prominent economist.

The UN DESA Office for ECOSOC Support and Coordorat
(OESC) will coordinate the organization of seves@écial
events, subject to the approval of the incomingaur Proposed
events include joint Second Committee/ECOSOC evamthe
future of employment; finding a path to deliveritng MDGs;
and inequality and the global outlook, with thetjggpation of
experts from Project LINK. Other proposed evené&abriefing
on the implementation of the Convention on Biodsitst which
was mandated by the Second Committee, as welpasel
discussion on strengthening vulnerability resilené Small
Island Developing States (SIDS), in preparatiothefThird
International Conference on SIDS.

For more information:
http://www.un.org/en/ga/second/index.shtmi

No discrimation for people in
extreme poverty

The 2013 Commemoration of the International Daytler
Eradication of Poverty (IDEP) will be held on 17 tOleer at UN
Headquarters, focusing on the theme “Working togeth
towards a world without discrimination: Building dhe
experience and knowledge of people in extreme pdver

This year’s event is organized in partnership with
the International Movement ATD Fourth World, the 8Gub-
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committee for the Eradication of Poverty and UN BES
supported by the Missions of France and Burkina Fashe
United Nations.

In addition to the Commemoration in New York, celtons of
the Day are being organized worldwide. Through Irg&m
A/RES/47/196 adopted on 22 December 1992, the @Ener
Assembly invited all States to devote the Day ®spnting and
promoting concrete activities with regard to thadécation of
poverty and destitution.

For more information:
http://undesadspd.org/Poverty/InternationalDayfetadicationof
Poverty/2013.aspx

Development cooperation in the
post-2015 setting

To advance the dialogue on development cooperatien,
Government of Switzerland and the UN DESA are rmimjeg a
High-Level Symposium of the UN Development Coojoerat
Forum (DCF) on “Development cooperation in a po8tt3 era:
sustainable development for all”. It will take pa@a Montreux,
Switzerland, from 24-25 October 2013

The international community is preparing for a p2@15
development agenda. The environmental and socidleciges of
today show that a holistic approach to sustaindélelopment is
urgently needed. Silos between the economic, saniél
environmental spheres have to be broken down tarens
integrated action on all three aspects. What dussiiean for
development cooperation? And how can developmetemtion
help to achieve sustainable development for all?

Building a unified and universal agenda

Significant progress has been made on many ofiteeniationally
agreed development goals, including the MillenniDavelopment
Goals (MDGSs), yet major challenges remain. The gjlob
development agenda beyond 2015 will not only haweomplete
any unfinished business of the MDGs. It will alsvé to put the
world on a more sustainable development path.

Climate change and environmental degradation aeat#ning to
reverse gains made in developing countries andlaceaffecting
developed countries. This shows the need for andegeot only
unified in its thematic focus but also universaitsnapplicability to
all countries. At Rio+20, world leaders agreed lmmneed to
integrate the three dimensions of sustainable dpwetnt —
environmental, economic and social — in the podt520
development agenda.
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Implications for development cooperation

Effective development cooperation will be crititalthe success
of the post-2015 development agenda. This mearsdafawent
cooperation will have to evolve. Instruments, clesmand
division of labour among partners will have to ada&alditional
resources — public and private, domestic and iatenal — will
also be required to eradicate poverty and achiestamable
development, including addressing climate changeadiner
global challenges.

It will be important to ensure that a greater foonssustainable
development is truly an integrated approach ang doedetract
attention and resources from poverty eradicatiooreyl
development cooperation should be geared to hedpetak
down the silos between the environmental, socidlesonomic
strands of work streams.

There is need to assess the use of all availabtesfof financing
for sustainable development, including public andate, cross-
border and domestic sources. This will give somenti@es more
room to manoeuvre, as they find themselves exptmsadnore
diverse range of stakeholders to work with. Otlwmtries, may
find traditional funding reduced. There is an utgesed to
ensure that resources are equitably distributedeach the
poorest countries and people.

Launching this dialogue in Switzerland

To advance the dialogue on these issues, the Goestrof
Switzerland and the UN Department of Economic ancic®
Affairs are together organizing the High-Level Syosjum of
the United Nations Development Cooperation Forut@gpon
“Development cooperation in a post-2015 era: snatde
development for all”. The second in the seriesreppratory
symposiums for the July 2014 DCF, the symposiurhteiie
place in Montreux, Switzerland from 24-25 Octob@t2. With
its multi-stakeholder character, the DCF can btoggether a
plurality of actors. High-level representativesnirgovernments
in developing and developed countries, Southertnpes, the
private sector, academia, civil society and intdomel
organizations will all participate.

Bringing together the environmental and development
portfolios

Given its focus, this symposium is a great oppatyuo bring
ministers from the environmental, economic and tgreent
portfolios together to discuss the challenges aweq global
partnership for development will have to addresh@post-
2015 era and to assess how development coopervedtidrave
to evolve to best help to advance this future agend
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The symposium will further examine the potentiaplitations of
a post-2015 development agenda for the allocatialifferent
types of resources, both among and within counsmessectors. It
will focus on how development cooperation can bedus
mobilize additional public and private resourcdinance
sustainable development and how coherence in agipeedo
different types of financing and accessibility ohling can be
ensured. It will also look at how global monitoriafjand
accountability for development cooperation wouldé#o change
in the post-2015 setting.

The 2014 Development Cooperation Forum

The 2014 Development Cooperation Forum of the Wdrilations
Economic and Social Counil, taking place in Jul{2@ New
York, will help to advance the global dialogue be future of
development cooperation in the post-2015 agenda.

To support the preparations for the 2014 DCF, UNBES
organizing three High-Level Symposia in partnershith UN
member States and a number of high-level preparateetings
focusing on thematic aspects such as gender, Suuith
Cooperation or philanthropic engagement in devekmm
cooperation. Ethiopia hosted the first High-Leveghfposium in
June 2013, with a focus on the renewed global pestyip for
development. In March 2014, Germany will host tbaatuding
High-Level Symposium in the cycle, examining global
accountability and effective development cooperaiithe post-
2015 era.

For more information, please visit the DCF webaite
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/dcfswitzerlasdml

Task Team to develop QCPR
Monitoring Framework begin
discussions

In response to the ECOSOC resolution on the pragireshe
implementation of resolution 67/226 on the Quadiainn
comprehensive policy review (QCPR), a Task Tearnistimg of
DESA, DOCO and other UNDG representatives has cornete
work to refine the QCPR monitoring and indicataarfrework.

The objective of the Task Team is to merge UN DESA’
preliminary QCPR monitoring and indicator framewavih
UNDG's QCPR Action Plan to produce a single cohereoncise
and comprehensive QCPR monitoring framework. TaskTTeam
will also develop a clear and simplified methodgldgr data
collection that minimizes transaction costs whiagttrring the
depth and breadth of the work of the UN systenmforim the
SG’s report to ECOSOC on QCPR implementation. TéenT is
expected to complete these objectives by the e@ttiber.
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For more information:
http://www.un.org/esa/coordination/2012qcpr.htm

Small Islands Developing States
need partnerships

The world has the opportunity to use the Third @carfice on
Small Island Developing States in Apia, Samoa, yext to
forge partnerships to address critical issues coniteg
sustainability in small islands, according to wolshders who
met in the margins of the UN General Assembly on 25
September.

The conference — to be held from 1 to 4 Septemb&4 n
Apia, Samoa — will focus global attention on thea$insland
developing states that remain a special case &taisiable
development because of their unique and particular
vulnerabilities.

It will also serve as an important opportunity shvgnize
partnerships for action on sustainable developrimesinall
island developing States, including on issues ssotliimate
change, oceans, waste, sustainable tourism, aasteligisk
reduction.

The island states have adopted the theme for thée@mce,
proposed by Samoa, of “sustainable developmennaflssiand
states through genuine and durable partnerships.”

“We need to bring more attention to the problenad #mall
island developing states face, UN Secretary-GeigaalKi-
moon told the leaders. “Many of your countriesiacdated.
Your markets are too small to realize economiescafe. All
small island developing sates are exposed to lisggh from
environmental threats, especially climate change.”

But he said the world has not paid enough atteritidhe issues
that the islanders, often on the frontlines, haag to face alone.

Involve more actors through social media

“If we are honest, we have to acknowledge thatl®@4
Conference on small island developing states dichtitact
much international attention.” The difference ndw,said, is
that there are many more actors involved on thmatk issue
now than there were in 1994, and communicationsg lgaswn
more inclusive and participative with the rise otigl media.

UN General Assembly President John Ashe said #mehof
partnerships not only applies to small island depielg states,
but also to “the effective delivery of all our bdsa development
goals, which will require empowered partnershipseolaupon
mutual trust, equality, respect, and accountability
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He said partnerships can play a key role in addvgspecific
areas of concern, including climate change, disasstlience,
energy, oceans and seas, waste management, solgtamaism,
and environmental audits and indicator systems.

“The primary benefit of partnership,” he said, th&t it builds on

skills, efforts, shared vision, expertise and corafige advantages

of different committed actors while offering somethgreater
than one part; partnerships widen the circle ojilties and

opportunities. That is why we look to them — ldokeach other —

in achieving our goals. For SIDS countries, artkéd all
countries, they will become increasingly importastour global
interconnection continues to deepen and expand.”

Samoan Prime Minister Tuilaepa Aiono Sailele M&ligloi said
Samoa wants to use the Conference strengthen paippe
“Partnerships must be encouraged at all levelgmat regional
and international, including among SIDS.” But ldgled that the
measure of success for the Conference was noutiaity of the
resources mobilized or the number of initiativasiehed, but

ultimately, it was their quality in benefiting tipeople of the small

island developing States.
The road to Samoa will not be easy

Barbados Minister of Foreign Affairs & Trade MaxiieClean
said, “The Road to Samoa will not be easy. But axeprovided
ourselves with the right tools to ensure that wi neivigate all
challenges and have a successful outcome.”

She added that the first International Year of SiliiEhelp. “We
have an unprecedented moment throughout 2014 vateleur
voices, and embark on new development collaborsoml
partnerships with the UN System, Major Groups dredwider
international community. While we seek to hightigur

vulnerabilities, 2014 will also give us the oppaiity to showcase

our culture and or technological achievements.”

Other speakers included the European Union’s Reasitbao
Manuel Barroso, New Zealand Prime Minister John Kegreign
Minister José Garcia-Margallo of Spain, Environmdittister
Andrea Orlando of Italy, Development Minister Cetvdldmaz of
Turkey, who all reaffirmed their commitment to conie
supporting SIDS development efforts as well asGbaference
itself, through genuine and durable partnerships.

For more information:http://www.sids2014.org/
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Commission on Sustainable
Development holds final session

After promoting sustainable development for twoades, the
United Nations Commission on Sustainable Develop{@sD)
held its last session on Friday, 2Geptember. The concluding
meeting took place just before the inaugural sessiahe High-
level Political Forum on sustainable developmeniToesday,
24 September, which has replaced the CSD.

Bektas Mukhamedzhanov,
chairperson of the final session
of CSD, gives his impressions
after the last Commission:
http://youtu.be/zfxZHtVQieY

A bold and new idea that emerged from the 1992hEaummmit,
the CSD was the first UN body established to prenaotd
monitor the implementation of sustainable developmét
broke new ground by including an array of particigafrom
civil society in its deliberations. The CSD alsr\wed as the
launching pad for a range of new initiatives, tiesgtand
organizations aimed at addressing particular issitbsn the
sustainable development agenda.

But over time, participants expressed concernghagress in
implementing sustainable development was laggingthat the
issue needed to be addressed at a higher levekfohe in the
Rio+20 outcome document “The Future We Want,” Memb
States called for the creation of the High-LevéditRal Forum
to ensure that sustainable development tops thedagef the
highest levels of government and is embraced bgcadirs.

CSD taught us many lessons

The Chairperson of the final CSD session, Bektas
Mukhamedzhanov, Kazakh Vice-Minister of Environment
Protection, said “the CSD played a critical rolenaintain the
momentum on sustainable development. CSD taugimauny
lessons on how the Forum can deliver on this resipiity.”

“We are entering a new period in history,” said UNder-
Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affaing W
Hongbo. “There is a realization that sustainaleleetbpment—
the integration of policies and actions that pragmatonomic
and social well-being that also protect the envitent—has to
have a prominent place on the international agandtize
highest levels. The Commission on Sustainable Deweent
has served us well, yet we have to recognize teateed to
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urgently accelerate action. The High Level Paitieorum will
help us do just that.”

Former CSD Chair Gerda Verburg, the only womarhaircthe
Commission in its history, said that what we naednfthe HLPF
is an “integrated and result-oriented approactauit dogmas and
a fixation on talks and negotiation. It is our gextion that can and
has to make the difference”.

A platform for inspiring action

The CSD has been credited with helping countriesesideas and
best practices and many believe that it providpthtorm for
inspiring action. The work of the Commission ledhe
establishment of the UN Forum on Forests, whichath&nced
progress on sustainable forestry through the adioti the non-
legally binding instrument on all types of forest2007. A
recommendation of the Commission led to the protests
established the Rotterdam Convention on the Pniorined
Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemioals a
Pesticides in International Trade, as well as tloel®olm
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants.

The Commission has also advanced progress in &as af
oceans, water and energy, among others, and h&sdvtr
promote sustainable development in small islancliging states.

According to a report of the UN Secretary-Generathe lessons
learned from the Commission, the contributions exahdl by the
CSD were also accompanied by a number of shortagmsnifhe
report pointed to shortcomings in fully integratitng economic,
social and environmental dimensions of sustaindelelopment
and in its review and impact on the implementatibsustainable
development.

The new High-Level Political Forum will be shapeihnithese
useful lessons in mind and its first session reagtah optimism
and determination that bodes well for the future.

Fore more information, including a video summaigzihe CSD'’s
history and video messages from two of its Chaiease see:
http://bit.ly/18XacL9 A short video on the HLPF can be found
here:http://bit.ly/18cx3pl

A step forward in sustainable
development

With the goal of reinvigorating sustainable develgmt efforts,
world leaders gathered at the UN Headquarters orS2gtember
for the inaugural session of the High-level Poéti€&orum on
Sustainable Development.
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The convening of this new Forum represents a nsigyr
forward in the follow-up to the UN Conference orstinable
Development (Rio+20). The forum was born from the
realization that there had been insufficient pregria
implementing sustainable development — and in ptorgo
prosperity and social well-being while protectihg t
environment — at a time when many global challertgesaten
to roll back the successes achieved in fightingeptyv

In the outcome document of Rio+20, “The Future Wanty,
Member States accordingly decided to create a leigdil-
political forum to ensure that sustainable develeptiops the
agenda at the highest levels of Government anchis&ced by
all actors.

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon saide"
Forum is a key platform for examining today’s chaljes in a
holistic and integrated manner. It can be the gatdbr a
strengthened global partnership for sustainableldement,
providing political leadership grounded in solidese.” He
announced the creation of a Scientific Advisory Blo@
strengthen the science-policy interface. AddrestiegViajor
Groups, the Secretary-General said “We need yaasid
expertise and leadership.” He added that the fomonnd
engage the full range of sustainable developmdntsac

General Assembly President John Ashe said thanhteting had
confirmed world leaders’ readiness to put poveradeation
and sustainable development at the core of theZuidd
development agenda. He highlighted that the HLHF wi
undoubtedly play a pivotal role in the elaboratéon the
implementation of this agenda. “It should be thenbdor
concrete guidance in the review of the sustaindelelopment
goals, their implementation and monitoring, as wasl|
integration of the three dimensions of sustaindelelopment
by all actors. It will, if properly used, becomesttool for
embedding or mainstreaming sustainable developateait
levels”.

The GA President also emphasized that the Forunbéas
afforded the rare opportunity to get things rigltnf the start,
because a new institution is a clean slate. “Tag sif the HLPF
waits for us to write in its purpose and its futuiée have the
opportunity to set the tone, tenor, scope of acliewel of
engagement, achievement and productivity for wktés Forum
will become known. Through our efforts in this Forwe can
and must offer our citizens new hope and new smisti’ he
said.

Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Sociahifgf\Wu
Hongbo stressed the importance of grounding théwbthe
forum in science and scientific findings. He pred the
summary of the prototype Global Sustainable Devalemt
Report aimed at making this happen. He callecfoew
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initiative to improve the quality and quantity cdtd on sustainable

development.

The Forum has a novel institutional structure, giing Heads of
State and Government together every four yearsnhe
auspices of the General Assembly. Their delibenativill
translate into an inter-governmentally agreed datitan. The

Forum will also meet annually, under the auspideb® Economic

and Social Council at the ministerial level. Irthbéormats, the
forum will aim to promote implementation of sustaite
development and address new challenges.

Starting in 2016, the Forum will include reviewsthe
implementation of sustainable development by alintdes and
the United Nations system, which should allow geeat
accountability and focus on action on the ground.

The President of Brazil and the Prime Ministertafyl spoke at the

opening of the forum. ECOSOC President Néstor @sbYiorld
Bank President Jim Yong Kim, and International Mamg Fund
Chairperson Christine Lagarde were also among thddeessing
the Forum. The opening was followed by a seri¢b ehders
Dialogues” that explored the role of the forumranislating the
vision of Rio+20 into action, the global partnepshthat create
jobs and improve sustainable lifestyles and mapfiiegvay
forward for poverty eradication.18 Heads of Stat&overnment
and 30 Ministers spoke. Representatives from sivliety
participated in all the discussions.

The Forum replaces the Commission on SustainablelBement,
which concluded its work on 20 September after ry of
promoting sustainable development.

More information:
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?m&649
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qVIgaVQ7eF8

Including the disabled in Sustainable
Development Goals

As the General Assembly adopted a
landmark outcome document aimed at

during its first-ever high-level meeting on
that topic, which took place on 23
September, its President underlined the
text's significance as the instrument to

i T Our video about the HLMDD day:
Disability & http://youtu.be/E82PzIXO_G8

Development
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“Given the size of such a marginalized group, thesois on us
all to ensure that any future sustainable developmeals
include the disabled,” Assembly President John Agtmtigua
and Barbuda) stressed, pointing out the absenaayofeference
to people with disabilities in all eight MillenniubDevelopment
Goals. The international community had now realithed it
would be impossible to meet development targetdiidting the
Millennium Goals, without incorporating the rightgell-being
and perspective of persons with disabilities.

By the text adopted today, Heads of State and Govent
reaffirmed their resolve to work together for didiépinclusive
development and for the international communitgmmitment
to advancing the rights of all persons with disébag, which
was deeply rooted in the goals of the United Natiand the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

More ambitious disability-inclusive development stategies

World leaders also underlined the need for urgetiva by all
relevant stakeholders towards the adoption andeimehtation
of more ambitious disability-inclusive national @éépment
strategies, while expressing their resolve to uiadkervarious
commitments to address barriers, including thoksing to
education, health care, employment, legislationiesal
attitudes, as well as the physical environmentiafatmation
and communications technology.

The text urged the United Nations system as wellleasber
States to stay engaged in efforts to realize tHeMiium
Development Goals and other internationally agreed
development targets for persons with disabilitesards 2015
and beyond. It encouraged the international comipuaiseize
every opportunity to include disability as a crassting issue on
the global development agenda, including the emgrgost-
2015 United Nations development framework.

The world’s largest minority

Assembly President Ashe (Antigua and Barbuda) ngdtiat
some had labeled the disabled “differently ableipbasized
that people with physical, sensory, mental andlattual
disabilities were “the world’s largest minority"umbering more
than 1 billion. “They are a diverse and varied groeach with
unique gifts and abilities, and each with uniquallemges,” he
said. “They teach us not only lessons about lowkraspect, but
also about persevering against the odds.”

Turning to the Convention on the Rights of Perswitls
Disabilities, adopted by the Assembly in 2006, bted that 134
countries had ratified or acceded to the treatyclwvhad been
envisaged from inception as both a human rightsaand
development instrument.
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Lastly, he said international efforts should beufsed on providing
critical leadership with a view to mobilizing aatiand support for
specific policy commitments in national and regiona
environments, and to harnessing best practicegrexges and
resources from effective multi-stakeholder parthips

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said 80 per cenecggns with
disabilities were of working age, and the same gratage lived in
developing countries. Too many of them lived in @ay, suffered
from social exclusion, and lacked access to edutati
employment, health care as well as social and egapbort
systems. Women and girls with disabilities oftepenenced
double discrimination, and it was therefore neagstsaemphasize
the gender dimension of a disability-inclusive depenent
agenda. Quoting International Labour Organizatlb®)
statistics, he warned that excluding disabled persould cost
economies as much as 7 per cent of gross domesticgt (GDP).
“Together let us turn a new page in the historthefUnited
Nations by giving full meaning to the outcome doeuntnof this
meeting,” he said.

Also speaking this morning were Maria Soledad @i&te Reyes,
Chair of the Committee on the Rights of Personf Wikabilities;
Yannis Vardakastanis, President of the Europeaaliilisy Forum;
and Stevie Wonder, award-winning musician and WhiNations
Messenger of Peace.

20 per cent of the world’'s poorest people have dibaities

Ms. Reyes said the Convention on the Rights ofdParsvith
Disabilities was the “lighthouse” that should guileggagement
with disabled people in the new century. It wasantgnt to ask
how their rights could be improved, looking not elgrat the
disadvantages they faced, but also at how they dethl barriers
and limitations on their actions. Noting that 20 pent of the
world’s poorest people had disabilities, she stawdbis clear that
their ability to exercise human rights and fundatakfleedoms
was closely related to the exercise of socioecooaights.

She said her Committee foresaw the full reflecbbthe
Convention in today’s outcome document. It shouldrjiize
equality and non-discrimination, and include wongirls and
boys, older people, indigenous peoples, peoplaral areas and
those living under humanitarian threats. Statest iwsply with
the commitments they had made.

Mr. Vardakastanis said 1 billion people with didiieis were
looking to decision-makers nationally and interoatilly to tackle
the exclusion, discrimination and poverty they thcehere was
minimal acknowledgement of their rights in inteinatl law,
despite the Convention’s adoption and ratificatibne
Millennium Development Goals contained no referetiacpeople
with disabilities, a situation that could not béetated in the post-
2015 development agenda. Disability rights needathstreaming
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under the principles of “inclusion, non-discrimiicet and
equity”, he emphasized.

A world with no limits for persons with disabilitie s

Mr. Wonder described the Meeting as “historic”,aéiog that in
his capacity as a Messenger for Peace since 2ed%dbeen
advocating for the fundamental goals of peace, Idpwaent and
human rights for all. As “a man of dreams and hope”had
sought to create a world with no limits for persarith
disabilities who could contribute their talentsstaciety.

He went on to point out that less than 5 per céntithions of
publications were available in a format accesdibléne visually
impaired, adding that the rate was even lower éndéveloping
world. Braille, large prints and audio books conldke a real
difference in the lives of more than 300 milliorswally
impaired persons, he said, stressing the needléztréhe voices
of the disabled in every effort, whether for peace
development. “Let us all be messengers of peaeeddded,
recalling that his mother had allowed him to disothe world,
which in turn had led to the discovery of his owtett as a
gospel singer and eventually to a recording cohtrét
Motown.

Following the opening segment, the Assembly heln teund-
table discussions, on the first on “Internationad aegional
cooperation and partnerships for disability inchasi
development”, and the second on “The post-2015Idpweent
agenda and inclusive development for persons vigthbilities”.

Press release:
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2013/gal1420tdot

Nominations started for UN Public
Service Awards

The United Nations Public Service Awards (UNPSA) thaw
started to accept nominations for the award. ThePSN
rewards the creative achievements and contributafrisublic
service institutions that lead to a more effectinapvative and
responsive public administration in countries wavide.

Nominations can be submitted online
atwww.unpan.org/applyunpsa20fbm 18 September

2013 and the closing date is 18 December 2013.

The 2014 UNPSA consists the following categories:

1. Improving the Delivery of Public Services;

2. Fostering Participation in Policy-Making Deoiss through
Innovative Mechanisms;

3. Promoting Whole-of-Government Approaches i th
Information Age;

4. Promoting Gender Responsive Delivery of PuBBevices.
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Trends and Analysis

Screening of Forests Short Film
Festival

The UN Forum on Forests (UNFF) Secretariat is hotdthe first
screening of the 5 winning films of the ForestsrBRibms Contest
“Forest for People” at UN Headquarters on 1 Octob@&hey
feature stories of forests and people from Per8dath Africa.

The UNFF Secretariat partnered with the Jacksor Mdildlife
Film Festival to honor the creative efforts of fimakers who
capture dynamic and unique relationship betweessterand the
people who depend on them. This year's Film Felstirgs for
short films of five minutes or less. The winningrfs present a
vision of forests through the eyes of Amazonianraaté, young
children and veteran charcoal burners.

In total, 128 entries from 38 countries competeditoat the
prestigious Festival. Each entry shared a unicquey sff how
forests inspire and contribute to our lives. Aremiational jury,
consisting of lauded practitioners and UN experntarded 5 films.

As discussions of the priorities of the next depetent agenda
take root, the International Forests Short Filmtivakhopes to
serve as inspiration for transformational changh Bustainable
Development at its heart.

The screening will take place in UN Headquartezeym S-2723,
from 1:15-2:15 pm. Seats are limited. To attendapé RSVP by
sending an e-mail to forests@un.org

For more informationhttp://www.un.org/esa/forests/film/

MDG Monitoring in the UN system

DESA'’s Statistics Division will convene the 24ttetirey of
Interagency and Expert Group Meeting on MDG indicat
(IAEG-MDG), in Geneva, Switzerland, from 16 to 1&dber
2013.

The IAEG-MDG has been responsible for data devetpgm
compilation and analysis for the assessment oflsé&mMDG
indicators The Group includes the UN Secretariat, a number of
UN agencies, as well as national experts fromsiiedil offices
concerned with the development of data for MDGs Z#th
meeting will review the on-going and planned atitdg related to
MDG monitoring by various UN agencies, and disahgsplans
for the upcoming MDG reports. The group will alsglere the
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lessons learned from MDG monitoring at national esglonal
levels.

For more information:
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/newsletter/globalstatdunalendar.ht
m

International Cooperation in Tax
Matters

The ninth session of the Committee of Experts tanrational
Cooperation in Tax Matters will be held from 212t October
at the Palais des Nations in Geneva.

The meeting will discuss, inter alia, issues reldtethe next
update of theéJnited Nations Model Double Taxation
Convention between Developed and Developing Cagtri
including various issues related to the concegpefmanent
establishment” (Article 5), the meaning of “auxijiactivities”
under Article 8 (Transportation), the “force ofratition”
principle in Article 7, the Commentary to Article(Associated
Enterprises), Article 12 on Royalties, and Exchaoige
Information (Article 26). The Committee will alsésduss cross-
cutting issues under the UN Model, such as taxaifcservices
and interaction of the Model with climate changechanisms.

Other issues on the agenda of the session inclode tawards
the next update of thdnited Nations Practical Manual on
Transfer Pricing for Developing Countrielreign direct
investment issues and corporate taxation, includésgurce
taxation issues for developing countries, and dapac
development.

As this will be the first session of the new Mengbép of the
Committee, a Chairperson and other Officers wileberted at
the beginning of the session. Establishment of Suoinaittees
and appointment of their Coordinators will alsodeeided on
during the course of the session.

For more information:
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/tax/ninthsession/inderht

Conducting population and housing
censuses

DESA'’s Statistics Division is organising the UN EstpGroup
Meeting on Revising the Principles and Recommeowsfior
Population and Housing Censuses. It will be hetoirfr29
October — 1 November in New York.

The main purpose of the meeting is to lay downftimmework
for the revised set of international principles and
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recommendations for population and housing censngbge 2020
round censuses, that will take place from 20150242 The
experts will take stock of the experiences in caithg population
and housing censuses in the 2010 round and adanptttme for
the revision, as well as distributing specific msilated to the
preparation of the content of the recommendationsray
themselves. The revised Principles and Recommenatbr
Population and Housing Censuses: the 2020 Routdevthe
major international statistical standard guiding tork on
population and housing censuses in 2020 round.

For more information:
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/newsletter/globalstatdunalendar.htm

What kind of high income country
can China become

Wednesday, Sept 4 the Development Strategy andyPolalysis
(DSP) unit of UN DESA-DPAD organised a seminathia t
Development Policy Seminar series, during which $4red Nazrul
Islam, PhD Harvard, Senior Economic Affairs Offiegith DSP,
presented a recent paper on China.

The paper asked whether or not China can succbssfidrcome
the ‘middle-income trap’. Mr Pingfan Hong, the AwdiDirector of
UN DESA-DPAD was the discussant and Mr. Willem ken
Geest, Chief of DSP moderated.

With per capita income of $ 5445 in 2011 China ¢tmsfirmed its
place among the middle income group of countridh wénges
from $1,026 to $12,475 in 2011. Some analysts leapeessed a
concern that factors like the high level of incoimequality,
China’s household registration system known as ‘tiiikand
others may ‘trap’ China from transcending from thieldle income
category. Mr. Islam discussed different perspestive the middle
income trap. He contrasted Kharas and Kohli's (301
perspectives with that of Lin (2012) and noted thase authors
agree on the necessity of a more equitable incasteldition as a
pre-condition for avoidance of the middle incoragptr

Mr. Islam also contrasted China’s record regardegjuality with
that of Japan, South Korea, and others. Mr. Islamiér
guestioned whether, “Is it the only thing we wawonni China — to
follow the route of previously developed countrié®uld we be
so hung up on this middle- to high-income transitie should we
apply to a different paradigm?” In his discussidn Hong
pointed out the need to explore further the caoféise high
income inequality in China. He observed the hetenegy of the
countries in the middle income group — some nat@sdurce rich,
others with large labour resources. He noted ttieniglogy gap.
For China, he emphasised the importance of cordiegenomic,
social and institutional reforms as well as malsage that the
price of environmental resources reflect their wasts.
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Capacity development

Infrastructure to implement System
of National Accounts

On the request of Qatar Statistics Authority, DES8tatistics
Division provides technical assistance, in terma oésource
person, to conduct a workshop on “Building the bdsr 2008
SNA implementation” for Gulf Cooperation CouncilGG)
countries from 30 September to 4 October in Dohsta®)

The workshop will discuss statistical infrastruetuequired by
countries for implementation of the 2008 SysterNafional
Accounts (2008 SNA) and supporting statistics ngnfesSDS,
business register, data sources, integrated industirveys and
changes in classifications of economic activitlasaddition main
changes in the 2008 SNA and global implementattoategy will
also be presented to the participants. It is exguetitat the
workshop will strengthen the statistical capacityhe GCC
countries and help them prepare a national stateofestrategy for
implementation of SNA and supporting statisticsiiss step for
change over to 2008 SNA.

For more information:
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/newsletter/globalstatdunalendar.htm

Compiling environmental-economic
accounts in Malaysia

DESA's Statistics Division and the UN Economic Sodial
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN ESCAPYrganizing a
technical assistance mission to conduct an assisidnal
assessment for implementation of the UN System of
Environmental-Economic Accounting (SEEA) from 30t&aber
to 1 October in Putrajaya, Malaysia.

The purpose of the assessment mission is to eeatuatent
situation in compiling environmental-economic aqusun
Malaysia, giving policy priorities and availabletdaand providing
some initial recommendations to the Malaysian gomremt to
develop an implementation strategy for the SEEAt¢n
Framework in line with national policy priority.

For more information:
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/newsletter/globalstatdunalendar.htm

Making trade and tourism statistics
comparable
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An International Seminar on Trade and Tourism Stati
organised jointly by UN DESA'’s Statistics Divisitine Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) and the Assimiaof
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Secretariat, alktplace 7-
10 October in Jakarta, Indonesia.

The services sector accounts for the largest sifdresiness
activity, employment, and economic growth in masir@mies,
yet the role of services trade, particularly inigemg policies
and negotiating regional agreements, continueg fodorly
understood. A major reason for this disconnetiiésabsence of
abundant, high-quality data on trade in servicasith
comparable across economies — making it diffiauineasure
the impact of services trade on the economy andigeaiseful
information for negotiators and policy makers imming up with
market access or policy tools that could facilitasele in
services.

Recent developments in Asia also point to travel taarism as
two of the main drivers of economic growth are sagmools for
development and change in the region. Therefoecagienda
closely covers the data collection and compilatibtravel and
tourism statistics. The Seminar will take advantafjihe draft
versions of the compilers guide for the Manual tetiStics of
International Trade in Services (MSITS) 2010 arel th
compilation guide for Tourism Statistics, which &gh in their
final stages of completion. Specific topics, whazle discussed
at this seminar, are enterprise and establishnuemegs; surveys
of persons and households; transportation stajstic
manufacturing services on inputs owned by otheéasistics on
Foreign affiliate trade statistics (FATS), Fore@imect
Investment (FDI) and multi-national enterprises] &inking
trade, FDI and FATS with the business registers Beminar is
hosted by Badan Pusat Statistik (BPS-Statisticeriadia).

For more information:
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/newsletter/globalstatdunalendar.ht
m

Staff exchange visit to Eurostat

A UN DESA Statistics Division’s staff member frown t
Economic Statistics Branch will visit Eurostat indembourg on
14-18 October for training on compilation of shéetm
economic indicators including the business cyclapaosite
indicators and rapid estimates.

Eurostat is the leading organisation in methodaiagi
development in this area and is currently preparing
handbooks for compilation and reporting of inteiomally
comparable short-term statistics. The handbooksnaredated
by the UN Statistical Commission to provide guidarmest
practices and harmonised principles to Member State
Involvement in the preparation of the handbooks evihance
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the technical expertise in the area of collectiod eompilation of
short-term economic statistics.

For more information:
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/geudstat/home/

The way forward for forests

The UN Forum on Forests (UNFF) will hold a workshmpthe
International Arrangement on Forests (IAF) from 22-October

in Vienna, Austria . The meeting will facilitat&kkmowledge-based
discussion on the future of multilateral policeslanstitutions
related to forests.

In addition to reviewing polices and institutiordated to forests,
the workshop will also explore ways to elevatephafile of
forests in ongoing intergovernmental consultatieated to the
post-2015 development agenda, as well as the sabtai
development goals. Participants are expected frone itinan fifty
countries, major groups, intergovernmental orgditira and other
stakeholders.

“After over 20 years of demonstrating the vital mnjance of
forests and the many benefits they provide, théerge now is to
determine the best way forward — one that sustzitis the forests
and the people who depend on them,” said Jan MoA|director
of the UN Forum on Forests Secretariat.

The Vienna workshop is one of several key prepayateetings
taking place in the lead up for the next sessiohefUnited
Nations Forum on Forests which will take place fréto 15 May
2015 in UNHQ, New York. The 2015 session has aarail/
theme of “Forests: progress, challenges and theforaward for
the international arrangement”.

The Forum is the only subsidiary body of ECOSOCwitiversal
membership, and has a mandate to address all isdatesd to
forests, and to promote conservation and sustarddlelopment
of all types of forests and trees outside forests.

The 2015 session of the Forum will have far-reaghinpact, as
Members will decide on the future of the Forumywadl as the
policies for promoting sustainable management m<ts
worldwide. These discussions may also include aeeagent on
developing a legally binding global treaty on fasess well as a
global forest fund.

For more informationhttp://www.un.org/esa/forests/IAF-
workshop.html
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Improving government
accountability worldwide

Mr. Wu Hongbo, Under-Secretary-General of UN DESIA w
deliver, on behalf of the Secretary-General, aestant at the
opening ceremony of the 2Ihternational Congress of Supreme
Audit Institutions (XXI INCOSAI), which will takéape from 22
to 26 October in Beijing, China.

The International Congress of Supreme Audit Ingtihs
(INCOSAI) is a triennial congress of members of the
International Organization of Supreme Audit Ingtans
(INTOSAI). Chaired by the hosting Supreme Audittitugion
(SAl), the congress offers INTOSAI Members an opyaity to
share experience, discuss priority issues, andtadeplutions
and recommendations to improve government audétirdy
accountability worldwide. At the invitation of tidational Audit
Office of China, Mr Wu will also address the theaiéNational
Audit and National Governance at a plenary sessidhe event.

The United Nations has been working with INTOSAImiers
for more that forty years to support capacity depeient in
external auditing, through promoting professioratian and
standard setting, particularly in developing coigstr Every two
years, DESA co-organizes a UN/INTOSAI capacity dini
seminar for SAls of developing countries. Most rébe DESA
co-organized a panel on Safegarding Financing tistéBnable
Development with the Permanent Mission of Austriere the
Secretary-General of INTOSAI made a key presemtatio

The XXI INCOSAI will also provide the opportunitg faunch a
joint publication “A UN-INTOSAI Joint Project: Cadktion of
Important Literature on Strengthening CapacitieS@reme
Audit Institutions on the Fight against Corruptiomhich is an
outcome of the Platform of Cooperation between II$ADand
the UN, an initiative which is chaired by the BoafdAudit and
Inspection of Korea.

Finally, another publication will be launched a& Bongress,
namely the “Compendium of Innovative Practices iiz€n
Engagement for Public Accountability through Supeefudit
Institutions”, which provides an overview of sucsies
examples and innovations in the engagement okaitia public
accountability processes through Supreme Audittiniins,
and is based on the salient features of the deliioms at the 21
UN/INTOSAI Symposium on ‘Effective practices of
cooperation between Supreme Audit Institutions @tidens to
enhance public accountability’, and the respon$&ads to the
guestionnaire which formed the technical basigter
deliberations.

For more informationhttp://www.incosai2013.org/main.htm
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Publications and Websites

Technical reports

The MDG Gap Task Force Report
LS 2013

The report, entitled, “The Global Partnership for
Development: The Challenge We Face,” tracks
delivery on commitments listed under
Millennium Development Goal 8—the global
partnership for development— including aid,
trade, debt relief, access to essential medicindsaacess to new
technologies.

“The picture is mixed,” Mr. Ban said. “We can datee. The best
way to prepare for the post-2015 era is to dematesthat when
the international community commits to a globaltparship for
development, it means it and directs its resoutceghere they are
most needed.”

To deepen the global partnership of UN Member State
international organizations, civil society, thevatie sector and
others, the report makes many recommendationsidimgj for
stopping tax evasion, strengthening manufacturaigtg
standards, dealing with unsustainable debt andawpg financial
regulation and the rules for global trade, whikoadsking all
partners to live up to their commitments alreadylena support
of achieving the MDGs.

To download:
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/mdg/malex.sht
mil

National Transfer Accounts (NTA)

nmeenane | The publication provides a coherent accounting
| M framework of economic flows from one age
group or generation to another, typically for a
national population in a given calendar year.

October 2013, Vol. 17, No. 10

private transfers), and the uses of income (fimakpe and
public consumption, transfer payments of individgual their
families and the government, and saving). The midsuitds on
work carried out for more than a decade by memabktise NTA
global network, reflected in the book Populatiorirgand the
Generational Economy (Lee and Mason, editors arid ma
authors, 2011).

This manual, produced as part of a UN DevelopmextbAnt
project (ROA167), is meant to support capacity tgveent
efforts, assisting researchers from countries\adr ohe world to
construct National Transfer Accounts, and to imetrpnd
analyse them for relevant policy issues.

For more information:
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/populatiohligations
/development/NTA Manual.shtml

Trends in International Migrant Stock: The
2013 Revision

The publication launched by UN DESA’s PopulatiowiBion
consists of global estimates of the number of nggonal
migrants for 232 countries or areas of the worlte €stimates
cover the years 1990, 2000, 2010 and 2013 and are
disaggregated by age, sex and country of origindestination.
The publication is available as an online databAsgebsite on
www.unmigration.orgdedicated to the launch of this
publication, also displays a wall chart, three &wotets focusing
on different aspect of the new estimates, and sspdease,
video and statement of the Director from a preg=fihg.

Overall, the estimates show that more people thanare living
abroad. The number of international migrants woitidhas
reached 232 million in 2013, up from 154 millioniA90.
About 6 out of every 10 international migrants &g in the
developed regions, or the global North. Althougieiinational
migrants account for a small share of the totaluteton (about
3 per cent), the effects of migration are much devasince it
affects migrants and non-migrants alike in coustdgg&origin,

e This manual presents the concepts, methods andjestination and transit. Most international migsaaute of
estimation procedures to measure these flows \yorking age and roughly half of them are women. @a& also
: - over the life-cycle. The NTA estimates are reveal that South-to-South movements were the owatnon

i useful to understand and analyse the
implications of changing age structures for thedisustainability
of social programs, the accumulation of physical human
capital, economic growth, and familial support ¢bildren, youth
and older persons.

National Transfer Accounts are consistent withSlgstem of
National Accounts (SNA), and provide measures hyglsiyears of
age of the sources of income (labour, assets,pectpublic and
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form of migration around 1990. Since 2000, mignatimm
South to North has become as common as migratitwekea
countries of the global South. In 2013, about 8&ilBon
international migrants who were born in the Southlaing as
migrants in other countries of the South. Abou®Baiillion
international migrants who originated in the Soaith now
living in the North.
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United Nations Member States and other stakeholtere made
repeated calls for an improved evidence base emational
migration. The Population Division has worked hrdespond to
these requests and is hopeful that these new estmall inform
the High-level Dialogue in October and contribuidesvidence-
based policy-making and informed public debate.

For more information:
http://esa.un.org/unmigration/wallchart2013.htm

Statistical compilations

Monthly Bulletin of Statistics and
MBS Online

The Monthly Bulletin of Statistics presents

than 200 countries and territories of the world.
It contains over 50 tables of monthly and/or
bimonthly, quarterly and annual data on a varidtyubjects
illustrating important economic trends and develepts,

including population, prices, employment and eagsjrenergy,
manufacturing, transport, construction, internaalanerchandise
trade and finance.

Vol. LXVII = No. 8, August 2013

In addition to the regular recurrent monthly tabtéss issue
includes the quarterly and bimonthly tables: Reidite indices
relating to living expenditures of United Natiorffi@als;
Earnings in manufacturing, by sex; Total exports Emports by
regions: volume and unit value indices and terntsaufe.

For more informationhttp://unstats.un.org/unsd/mbs

Outreach material

Sustainable Development in Action — Issue 7,
Volume 8

The latest newsletter, published by UN DESA'’s Oiisfor
Sustainable Development, aims to highlight theknearried out
by Member States, the UN, Major Groups and otheraat
stakeholders in implementing sustainable developiued leading
the way to the Future We Want.
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current economic and social statistics for more
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Read full issue:
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?m&6v2

DESA NGO News

The September issue published by UN DESA’s NGO &ran
provides the most up-to-date information on newd @ycoming
events of interest to civil society at UN headgei@in New
York, Geneva and elsewhere.

Read full issuehttp://csonet.org/index.php?menu=109

Youth Flash Newsletter

August issue features an article &foting people celebrate
International Youth Day 2013". The newsletter is published by
UN DESA's Division for Social Policy and Developntdfocal
Point on Youth to keep the public informed abowet Work of

the UN on youth issues. It is prepared with inpatrf UN

offices, agencies, and from youth organizationsiadathe

world.

Read full issue at:
http://undesadspd.org/Youth/YouthFlashNewslettelBBugus

t.aspx

18



www.un.org/desa

Comings and Goings

Comings
The following staff members were promoted in Sepéem
Patricia Lim, Budget & Finance Officer, ExecutivéfiCe

Loreley Juanita Sanchez, Administrative AssistRopulation
Division

Abdulla Gozalov, Statistician, Statistics Division
Linda Marie Hooper, Statistician, Statistics Divisi

Irma Perez Rito, Staff Assistant, Office for ECOSS@pport and
Coordination

Phyllis M.Roberts, Senior Staff Assistant, Offidetlee Under-
Secretary-General

Fathimath Thowfeequ, Social Affairs Officer, Divasi for Social
Policy and Development

Goings

The following staff member retired in September:

Bruce Shearouse, Administrative Officer, Executdffice
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Calendar

October

International Day of Older Persons

1 October
http://undesadspd.org/Ageing/InternationalDayof@Regsons.asp
X

Screening of Forests Short Film Festival

1 October, New York

http://www.un.org/esa/forests/film/

International Seminar on Trade and Tourism Statistic
7-10 October, Jakarta
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/newsletter/globalstatdunalendar.htm

Sixth High-level Dialogue on Financing for Developrant
7-8 October, New York
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/hld/HLD2013/index.htm

Second Committee of the General Assembly
9 October 2013, New York
http://www.un.org/en/ga/second/index.shtml

24th Meeting of Inter-Agency and Expert Group Meethg on
MDG indicators (IAEG-MDG

16-19 October, Geneva
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/newsletter/globalstasdunalendar.htm

International Day for the Eradication of Poverty

17 October
http://undesadspd.org/Poverty/InternationalDayfeBtadicationof
Poverty/2013.aspx

Committee of Experts on International Cooperation n Tax
Matters, 9th session

21-25 October, Geneva
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/tax/index.htm

21% International Congress of Supreme Audit Institutions (XXI
INCOSAI)
22-26 October, Beijing, China
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Workshop on the International Arrangement on Foress
(IAF)

22-23 October, Vienna
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/IAF-workshop.html

Expert Group Meeting on Revising the Principles and
Recommendations for Population and Housing Censuses
29 October — 1 November, New York
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/newsletter/globalstasdunalendar.ht
m

Technical Assistance mission to Qatar

27 September — 4 October, Doha, Qatar
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/newsletter/globalstasdunalendar.ht
m

Country assessment on the SEEA Implementation in
Malaysia

30 September -1 October, Putrajaya, Malaysia
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/newsletter/globalstasdunalendar.ht
m

DESA News is an insider's look at the United Nations in the area of economic and
social development policy. The newsletter is produced by the Communications and
Information Management Service of the United Nations Department of Economic and
Social Affairs in collaboration with DESA Divisions. DESA News is issued every
month. Please click here to send inquiries.

DESA News | Newsletter of the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs

20



