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“We need sustainable statistics to
support sustainable development”

For almost as long as the UN has existed, developaeta has
been collected, generating a crucial asset forititernational
community. Behind this important effort is UN DES&tatistics

Division, led by Stefan Schweinfest. In DESA Nbaeshares what

it takes to measure an ever changing world andépare for
development beyond 2015.

Stefan Schweinfest
Acting Director, Statistics Division, UN DESA

Watch the interview on YouTuligtp:/bit.ly/IIENzW

“Statistics is one of those quiet areas where thigEed Nations is
actually working very, very well,” says Stefan Saimfest, as he
speaks with DESA News. “We have a lot to be profud think we

have collected billions and billions of developmdata here [...]
over the last 67-68 years, and this is a real tiregshe adds.

With 24 years of experience working with statisficsthe UN,
Mr. Schweinfest has covered many different areelsiiting
national and environmental accounting, statistegacity
building programmes and indicator frameworks. Si»@é2, he
has served as the main coordinator of the Statlsfiommission
and he has also been one of the leading forcésin t
establishment of the United Nations Initiative ololaal
Geospatial Information Management. On 1 April 208&fan
Schweinfest was appointed Acting Director of UN DES
Statistics Division.

Tracking progress of Millennium Development Goals

For the past 13 years, one of the key activitiethefdivision has
been to monitor the Millennium Development GoaldD@k),
adopted in 2000, and to prepare the statisticabafor the
annual MDG report of the Secretary-General.

“The MDGs have been good for statistics. They have
highlighted the need of solid and good informafionpolicy

and decision-making,” says Stefan Schweinfest. Isie talks
warmly about the cooperation with the inter-ageexpert
group, that brings together “the best statisticfansand the best
statistics of the entire UN System”, and how tlueitaborative
efforts result in the annual MDG report.

“We definitely [...] have much more information spdand
better information today than we had 15 years agtBoyears
ago. But we should also bear in mind that theresaliteabout
1/3 of the countries that have difficulties prodigcabout half of
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the indicators,” Mr. Schweinfest adds, underlinihgt there is still
extensive work to be done.

Statisticians need to be involved from start

When speaking about the new post-2015 developngemtda that
is being developed, Stefan Schweinfest understheeseed to
have statisticians onboard from the start. “Ontheflessons
learned from the last round was that statisticizaedd to be
involved in the process from the very beginning"days.

Mr. Schweinfest points to the Friends of the Cl@&ioup, which
the Statistical Commission created this year anidlwbrings
together about 20 very dedicated countries and tihngsf
statisticians. The Statistics Division is workingsely with them
to develop broader measures of progress needée rontext of
the sustainable development agenda and to alsoeetisu a solid
measuring framework is part of the new developrageinda.

“We are not taking pictures, we are making a movie”

Stefan Schweinfest also talks about the request @ata
revolution, which was put forward in the reporteated earlier this
year by the High-Level Panel of Eminent PersontherPost-2015
Development Agenda, entitled “A New Global Parthgrs
Eradicate Poverty and Transform Economies througheatable
Development”.

“I am very pleased with that type of attention gite my
professional area and | understand this to meamihavill have to
make a massive concerted effort to help countaedrengthen
national statistical systems,” he says. His teanois working to
enhance partnerships both within and outside theSystem in
order to be able to support countries around thedwé new
cooperation agreement on statistics has been sigieedtly with
the World Bank, the International Development Baakd the
IMF.

“In statistics [...] there are no short cuts, thare no quick fixes,”
says Mr. Schweinfest. “What we are trying to meassir
development and so we have to have not only onsuneaent at
one point in time, but we will have to have meamenets at
several points in times, annually, or every theeéve years over
the next 15 years.”

“I am always saying, we are not taking pictures,ane actually
making a movie, so when we talk about sustainadleldpment,
we also need sustainable statistics to suppordisadtie
development.”

Powerful analytical tools created

“Being innovative is one of the fundamental chaijes of our
profession because we are measuring the worldrendarld
around us is changing continuously in so many grsags Stefan
Schweinfest, as he describes some of the new piogegork of
his division.
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One example is the launch of a new initiative arbgl
geospatial information management, bringing togetie
geospatial community with statisticians. “We beéidhat this
marriage [...] between geospatial information aadistical
information will create very powerful analyticaldis,” explains
Mr. Schweinfest.

Environmental economic accounting is another ase&ldped
by the division and the expert team of the StasbDivision is
now working with countries and regions around tleela/to
implement this new system. What this offers isgbssibility of
jointly analyzing the environment and the economg their
interaction.

Gender statistics and big data

Mr. Schweinfest also discusses their global gestrstics
programme, where they have been working on indisain
violence against women and where they have alsehad a
new project together with UN Women, called Evideand Data
for Gender Equality (EDGE).

Yet another area is big data, which is the reduth@ IT
development and its generation of large quantafefata
elements. Mr. Schweinfest explains that some cfaldata may
be useful for statistical and monitoring purposesje others
are not. “But we as statisticians have to lookat hew big
reservoir of information,” he says.

Ensuring measuring system for future development

As the new year approaches, Mr. Schweinfest stsamee of the
main activities which will take place in 2014. “@Ry the
support of the discussions on the new developngartida will
be our focus in 2014 and 2015 to ensure that thsiable
development agenda is supported by an adequat®husit
measurement system.”

The Statistical Commission is also scheduled tovena again
in March, bringing together a large number of caoestand
statisticians from across the world. On global gatisl
information management an inter-governmental mgetswell
as a high-level forum in China will also be org&uian August
and October respectively.

And in-between these high-level events, Mr. Schiesinand his
colleagues are engaged in organizing and hostimige range
of workshops and capacity-building seminars aratedglobe
with fellow statisticians participating. When debang the
worldwide collaboration, Stefan Schweinfest reteris peers
as his “statistical family”, praising their sharealue system and
sense of professionalism.

“Statistics may not sound like the most sexy aceadrk in.
Actually, when | mention in a dinner conversatithat | am a
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statistician, that's usually the end of the dino@nversation,” he
says with a smile.

But without the collection and analysis of dataréhwould be no
solid foundation to build decisions upon and tagéoa from,
benefiting future development. “| would say statisis as
important an element of a national infrastructisee roads or
bridges,” concludes Stefan Schweinfest.

For more information:

UN DESA's Statistics Division

The Millennium Development Goals Report 2013
Statistics and indicators for the post-2015 devalept era
United Nations Global Geospatial Information Managat
“A New Global Partnership: Eradicate Poverty andngform
Economies through Sustainable Development”

Opening the door for people of all
abilities

The global community took a giant step forward dgrihe High-
level Meeting on Disability and Development in 8egier to
break down barriers for the more than 1 billion pens living with
some form of disability. With a historic outcomeuaiment
adopted, this year's International Day of Personthvisabilities
on 3 December, aims to kick-off an action-filledis® towards an
inclusive society, embracing all human beings.

ANSADIITY;
ADED]

,./
Watch the interview on YouTuldgtp:/bit.ly/1fQ1Mxo

About 15 per cent of the global population livemsiome form of
disability, making up the largest and most disatged minority
in the world. 80 per cent are of working age arertajority are
from developing countries. Many of them live in pay, face
discrimination and are denied opportunities toipgdte in
development.
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“All of us suffer when communities are divided;fjas all of us
benefit when communities are united,” Secretary€sairBan
Ki-moon said as he addressed some 800 represestatiat had
gathered at UN Headquarters in New York for thénHayel
event in September. “We must remove barriers t@lgLof
opportunity so that all people can be free fromgrtwvand
discrimination,” he added.

In addition to making physical environments, traorsation and
information accessible to everyone, the challergémnd also
involve removing barriers in attitudes, that fuggsa and
discrimination. Instead, focus needs to be shifbedhrds every
person’s ability. This was also something that BEnBas,
Director of UN DESA’s Division for Social Policy dn
Development, underscored as she spoke in conjumeiith this
high-level event.

Tools for action and change

In order to realize an inclusive society where goae’s rights
are protected and equal opportunities are enstlred)nited
Nations is working side by side with governmentd aivil
society. The UN Convention on the Rights of Persuitis
Disabilities is both a human right and social depetent
instrument available to make a difference. Singeiitry into
force in 2008, 138 countries have ratified or aeckt the
Convention, and 158 have signed it.

Another important tool for transformation becamaikable
following the High-level Meeting on Disability and
Development in September when a landmark documast w
adopted. Entitled “The way forward, a disabilityclinsive
development agenda towards 2015 and beyond,” tiugrdent
underscores the need for “urgent action” towaresatthoption
and implementation of more ambitious disabilitylirgive
development strategies.

“To turn these commitments into reality on the grdu
stakeholders must implement more ambitious diggbili
inclusive national development strategies and &ffosaid UN
DESA'’s Under-Secretary-General Wu Hongbo as heessed
the meeting. “DESA stands ready to provide coopanand
partnership to Members States and other stakelsoidé¢ne
elaboration, implementation and monitoring of irsbthe and
sustainable development policies and programmesrtis 2015
and beyond,” Mr. Wu added.

International Day of Persons with Disabilities: €lmlations and
new UN Accessibility Centre

Every year on 3 December, the International Dapefons
with Disabilities is commemorated worldwide to prate
awareness and mobilize support on critical issoensure that
persons with disabilities are included in societd a
development.
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Under the theme “Break Barriers, Open Doors: foinatusive
society and development for all,” various actistigill take place
to underscore the importance of accessibility awetlsion in the
contexts of development. With only two months pessiace the
high-level event, the celebrations this year offieideal platform
to transfer the outcome document into actions anddbilise
support to national efforts.

The program at UN headquarters in New York willtiza
“Messages of Inclusion” to be delivered by Membg&t&s, UN
system and civil society, highlighting how the autee document
can be translated into action. The event will giszsent a UN
Enable Theatre performance by the Broadway Groupdking
through Barriers,” several panel discussions onrgimg issues in
the disability-development nexus, and the screeafrte
documentary “Gold: You can do more than you thirigfling the
story of three Paralympic athletes from Kenya, Genynand
Australia, who took part in the 2012 London PargljerGames.

In addition to the commemoration at UN Headquayigesple
from across the world are encouraged to take paxt i
Thunderclap, lending their social media channekhtmw support
for this international day and what it stands fotl¢w this link to

sign up).

The United Nations Foundation and GivingTuesdaywatlalso
join the celebrations to promote volunteerism tirtg concrete
steps to create enabling environments within conitiesnand
across the world for persons with disabilities.dilen 4
December, the Secretary-General will inauguratendve UN
Accessibility Center, created to make the Unitetidfes more
accessible and to facilitate the full participatafrpersons with
disabilities in the work of the organization.

Embracing the abilities of all people

Recent events provide additional resources toifaiglchange
towards a society that includes persons with aldikiof abilities
and disabilities. This was also something thatangospeaker
from last year’s celebration expressed a wishAddressing the
event on 3 December 2012, 10-year-old Emmanueh&kord,
blind since birth, urged, “I make an earnest pled eall upon all
of you to look at people with disabilities as diffatly-abled.”
Determined to achieve his dream of becoming a melagist one
day, Emmanuel also encouraged nations across thd teanake
the most of the Convention on the Rights of Persatis
Disabilities.

And the international community is moving forwardthis
direction. The new landmark outcome document $etvision
beyond the Millennium Development Goals target dante:
underscores the need for disability-inclusive depaient
strategies in the post-2015 setting. Taking aiforaaking down
barriers and opening up doors, so that every hureamg can live
their life to the fullest potential.
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This is the vision of Secretary-General Ban Ki-mowho in his
concluding remarks to the high-level meeting sdidf us work
together so everyone, everywhere has the charoe tiheir
dreams and use the gifts that they have been diwtmus
advance disability-inclusive development, inspinammge on the
ground and ensure a life of dignity for all.”

For more information:
International Day of Persons with Disabilities

Show support of the International Day of Persorth wi
Disabilities viaThunderclap

United Nations Enable website

High-Level Meeting on Disabilities and Developme2g,
September 2013

Video interviews with civil society representativiesm High-
Level Meeting on Disabilities and Development, Zp@mber
2013

Securing a solid foundation for
future development

In preparation for the sustainable development gaald the
post-2015 development agenda, UN DESA is involvadginy
different initiatives moving the processes forwadcent and
upcoming publications released by the departmedtitn
partners, also play an important role in securingaid point of
departure for future development.

The General Assembly’s Open-Working Group (OWG) on
Sustainable Development Goals continues its woakidg a set
of global objectives that will help set the world @ more
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sustainable path. Organized by UN DESA's Division f
Sustainable Development, the OWG convened its $iission on
25-27 November, taking aim at topics including aumd and
inclusive economic growth, macroeconomic policy sjigas,
infrastructure development and industrialization.

On the side-lines of this event, UN DESA’s Divisifam
Development Policy and Analysis arranged two spdriafings to
highlight recent and new publications that prowidge global
community with research, analysis and recommendsitioat will
help lay a solid foundation for the post-2015 depetent agenda.

Briefing highlights book on alternative developmstrategies
“The CDP [United Nations Committee for DevelopmBolicy]
has taken upon itself the task to examine and tkasons from
past experiences so that we can formulate moretifée
comprehensive approaches in identifying durableeandtable
solutions to the development challenges the warltfronts
today,” said Ms. Shamshad Akhtar, UN DESA’s Assitta
Secretary-General for Economic Development, on @gdwber,
when the new book “Alternative Development Stragsdor the
Post-2105 Era”, was launched.

Authored by independent development experts browggther by
ECOSOC's independent advisory body CDP, and edhiyeibsé
Antonio Alonso, Giovanni Andrea Cornia and Rob Vibés book
argues that new policy approaches are needed tesxisevere
global development challenges and to avoid therpiaiy adverse
consequences to livelihoods that are likely to ltefsom existing
strategies.

“No one size fits all, no silver bullets”

The flaws in existing economic policymaking systdmsame
evident in the aftermath of the global financiasisrof 2008-2009,
which coincided with several other crises, inclgdékyrocketing
and highly volatile world food and energy pricesl @mgoing
climate change challenges.

In her address, Ms. Akhtar noted that the book ides/some
important answers to current challenges. “We neddarn from
successful national experiences. There is no aeefigs all, no
silver bullets. However, there are some common efgmiamong
those successful policies which provide importassbns for us in
formulating an alternative development strateghg said.

Giving praise to its rich analysis, Ms. Akhtar atighlighted how
the “book stresses that a more cooperative, ingusnd effective
international governance system needs to be debiggesed on the
principle of ‘common-but-differentiated responsiiéis™ and how
the post-2015 development era “should take intoaacthe
interdependence among global goals and ensurearoieer
between these goals and those established atdhle hational and
regional levels.”
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Assessing options for statistics and indicators

The report “Statistics and indicators for the p2@15
development agenda”, released earlier in the surbmére UN
System Task Team’s Working Group on Monitoring and
Indicators, was presented during a side event ddd®@mber.
Stefan Schweinfest, Acting Director of UN DESA’'sfittics
Division, joined forces with the lead author of tleport Robert
Johnston, to share some of its key findings and
recommendations.

The report assesses options for statistics andatatis in a post-
2015 setting and provides an analysis of the sthsrand
weaknesses of the MDG indicators. It also outlishas
innovations in new critical areas such as inegealit
governance, sustainability and population.

It considers national capacities for statistics arakes some key
suggestions on how to further foster these wheeldping a
monitoring framework for the post-2015 agenda. ifitention is
to provide early inputs into the discussion; sd trece all goals
and thematic areas have been put in place by UNbeeBtates,
there will be some common ground for the identifma of
monitoring indicators and data sources.

Gathering knowledge and research findings, thebéqaions
provide important inputs as Member States, Majaups and
other stakeholders collaborate in the quest of mgpput the
development beyond 2015 and towards the future am.w

For more information:

Briefing on the new book “Alternative DevelopmettiteBegies
for the Post-2015 Era”

Briefing on the report “Statistics and indicatoos the post-2015
development agenda”
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Global Dialogue on
Development

Calling for Global Public Service
Awards nominations

The United Nations is
calling for nominations for
the UN Public Service
Awards 2014. This is an
international contest
designed to promote and
support innovations in
public service delivery

] worldwide. The award is
- i - open to public
organizations of all kinds, including Governmensl gublic-
private partnerships that are involved in deliveriservices to
citizens around the globe.

An annual United Nations event, the 2014 Publio/BerAwards,
which will be held in Seoul, Republic of Korea wilé bestowed
on those public institutions that have distingudktiemselves in
the following categories: Improving the Delivery®diblic
Services; Fostering Participation in Policy-makidecisions
through Innovative Mechanisms; Promoting Whole-of-
Government Approaches in the Information Age araiiting
Gender-Responsive Delivery of Public Services. dWard
highlights cutting edge innovations and recognth@s democracy
and successful governance are built on a compeitéhservice.

“The United Nations has long recognized the impuréaof good
governance and efficient public administration. i@t global
consultations on the post-2015 agenda have fuatheéerscored
their centrality to all development objectives. tédi Nations
Public Service Day encourages countries to celelthat
contribution of public servants to society’s pragg£ said
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in his message 2013
United Nations Public Service Day.

The day was established by the Economic and SG@oiahcil in
2003 to promote better delivery of services by goreents and to
encourage excellence in the public service. As\Wu.Hongbo,
Under-Secretary-General of UN DESA, emphasizedhdutie
2013 United Nations Public Service Awards cerenioeig in
Manama, Bahrain, “With limited resources and maumti
challenges facing Governments in the delivery dfligsiservices,
today’s innovative winners inspire us to work hartbeaddress
public service challenges”.
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The global event is organized by UN DESA's DivisimfiPublic
Administration and Development Management (DPADM) i
partnership with the United Nations Entity for Gen&quality
and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women).

While contenders cannot nominate themselves, istietle
institutions deemed to have designed and implerdente
innovations in any one of the prize categoriestaare their
name put forward by Governments or civil societyagizations.
Nominations must be madaline herefrom 18 September 2013
until 18 December 2013.

For background information about tbé&l Public Service

Awards and past winnerall winning cases of the United
Nations Public Service Awards (UNPSA) are availadéad

and iPhone applicatioriscan be downloaded for free and as an
eBook

Ensuring financing for sustainable
development

The Intergovernmental
Committee of Experts on
Sustainable Development
Financing will hold its
second session on 2-6
December at UN
Headquarters in New
York.

P At the Rio+20
Conference, UN Member States recognized the neged fo
significant mobilization of resources and the effexuse of
financing, to support developing countries in thedforts to
promote sustainable development. Subsequently, the
Intergovernmental Committee of Experts on Sustdéab
Development Financing was created to look intoetersd
related matters.

Following its first session held at the end of Asigtime has
now come for the Committee’s second session. Arttiass a
committee of experts, the session will be closealvéler, in
order to fulfill the mandate from Rio+20 to conswith a
variety of stakeholders, an open interactive nathikeholder
dialogue will take place on Thursday 5 December3201

The interactive dialogue will be divided into twarps. From 10
a.m. to 11 a.m. the Co-chairs will brief on the kvof the
Committee, followed by questions and answers frioafloor.
From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. a panel composed of fouresgmtatives
from NGOs, business and industry sectors and ddagor
Groups engaged in the Rio+20 Conference and thenEing for
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Development process will give presentations, folldvoy an open
discussion with the audience.

More information can be found on tBeistainable Development
Knowledge Platform

Conference puts focus on rural
energy access

In collaboration with

UN-Energy and the
Economic Commission for
Africa and UN DESA's
Division for Sustainable
Development, a Global
Conference on Rural
Energy Access will be

in AddIS Ababa Ethiopia, focusing on a nexus apphoto
sustainable development and poverty eradication.

The main objective of the event is to strengthgraciies on
policy, technical, and entrepreneurial approacbesial energy
access for eradicating poverty and promoting suatde
development in rural communities.

More specifically, the Conference will aim to pramalialogue
among practitioners, experts, donors and policyerato
facilitate closer cooperation on rural energy aschswill seek to
assess potential integrated policy options to adngral energy
and to identify synergies that can be realized ftbenlinks
between energy and other development factors imgjutealth,
education, economic growth, gender, water and fmadirity.

A further objective of the Conference is to encgera discussion
on ways to apply models and practices to allowstteding up of
the use of clean cook stoves and stand-alone rdatewaergy

systems. Participants will aim to identify bestgtiges and lessons

learned on sharing international and country-levgleriences in
rural energy-access development. Furthermore, tinée@ence is
to assist participants in identifying relevant reable energy
products, systems and services for rural communéiel support
the Rio+20 follow-up process and the post-2015 bgveent
agenda.

The Conference will also host a technology extobitiat which 30
organisations are planning to showcase their ecuipnproducts
and services related to rural energy access.

For more informationGlobal Conference on Rural Energy Access:

A Nexus Approach to Sustainable Development anceRpv
Eradication
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Partnerships and means to
implement a sustainable future

F W The sixth session of the
Open Working Group on
Sustainable Development
Goals will take place on
9-13 December at UN
Headquarters in New
York.

The first two days will be
dedicated to discussing
means of |mplementat|on (science and technologywedge-
sharing and capacity building) and global partnigr&br
achieving sustainable development. Days three amdvill be
devoted to deliberating the needs of countriepetl
situations, African countries, Least Developed Goas,
Landlocked Developing Countries, and Small Islamd&oping
States, as well as specific challenges facing tidellarincome
countries. The final day will focus on human righte right to
development, and global governance.

The issues will be explored through an interactildogue
which will include keynote speeches and panel disicuns.
Issues briefs produced by the UN System Technigpp8it
team, as well as the draft programme and furtHerrimation,
can be found on the Sustainable Development Knayeled
Platform (SDKP) (see link below).

Involvement of Major Groups and other Stakeholdette

Open Working Group process has been central frem th
beginning, and there are a number of ways for tteeengage.
Representatives from the Major Groups will attemel dession as
official observers, and the Co-chairs will meethalitajor
Groups and other Stakeholders from 9 am to 10aim efitie
five mornings of the session. Input can also beiges via the
Thematic Clusters on the SDKP.

For more information:

Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform (SDKP)
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Trends and Analysis

Exploring best practices in e-
government

. i"'l The International
L &= 8

Mnbl e Gove i

| .um_anqI bEI’E D

Workshop on e-

to be hosted by the
Jordanian Ministry of ICT

mﬂﬂ = and jointly organized by

will aim to provide a
platform for senior level
official from Arab region
and across the world to disseminate best practicebdiscuss

trends, achievement and challenges in implememtiggvernment

initiatives. The event will take place in Ammarrdadm on 3-5
December.

Information and Communication technologies havedad
significant impact on modernization of public adisiration and
governance. Government electronic services have teeeloped
not only to simplify government procedures and iovar

interaction with citizens, but also to create newearnance models

that would empower citizens and involve them indkeision-
making process as well as increase transparencgammdintability
of governance.

Arab countries have all realized the importance woiell-
conceived e-government strategy and have launcaigohal e-
government initiatives. They have placed a higbnisi on the
development of e-government programs and mobillzedan and
financial resources for their implementation. me Arab
countries, the focus of e-government initiatives Bhifted from
the provision of services through one-stop-shopai®to more
advanced concepts such as open data initiatives.

Recognizing the important role of UN DESA in adviaigce-
government agendas at the global and regionaldeara building
upon a successful cooperation on the organizafidimeoUN
Workshop on “Promoting Governance through Innovatiad
ICT” during the UNPSA 2013 in Manama, Kingdom oftiain,
the ICT Division of the UN Economic Commission iestern
Asia (UNESCWA) requested the cooperation of eGB/DRRUN
DESA to jointly organize this “International Workghin
Promoting e-Government Best Practices”.

The event will be hosted by the Jordanian MinistryCT and
organized jointly by UN DESA and UNESCWA. It witike place
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on 3-5 December, 2013 at UNESCWA Technology Center
Amman with over 60 participants expected to attdrm
International Workshop will explore achievementd an
challenges faced by Arab countries in designing and
implementing e-government best practices as thayer& the
role of institutions and leaders, identify leadgustapacity
building needs and develop partnership for capdmitiding in
the region.

It will run for three days and include 16 workingssions aiming
at building capacities of funded and non-fundedigigants on
the mechanisms to design, implement and ensuraisabtlity

of online public service delivery through the exce of ideas,
experiences and best practices amongst and betwabn
countries and other regions of the world. The eval ¢ to
improve public service delivery, achieve the insezh
understanding and technical capacities of decisiakers on the
improvements in institutional framework needednoréase the
level of e-government readiness. It will do so thgl the
facilitation of an active dialogue between UN DESA,
UNESCWA, invited experts, high level officials, regentatives
of international organizations, the business conityamnd other
stakeholders.

For more information on e-Government, visit the srabof
DESA'’s Division Division for Public Administratioand
Development Management

With a spotlight on the Global
Sustainable Development Report

The “Expert Group
Meeting for the Global
Sustainable
Development Report
2013 - Engaging
National Assessments”
will take place from 12
to 13 December in
Beijing. It is co-
sponsored by UN DESA and the Ministry of Scienck an
Technology of the People’s Republic of China.

Bxmert Group Meating lof the
Dlobal Sustainabie Develonment Report:

Engaging National Assessments
12-13 Dec 113
Beiing, China

The meeting will open with statements by Under-8&y-
General Wu-Hongbo and the host country’s Vice Matiof
Science and Technology, among others.

One of the functions of the High Level PoliticalrBm on
sustainable development (HLPF), which was inaugdrah 24
September 2013, is to strengthen the science-piolieyface.
This is to be done, among other things, by bringotgether
dispersed information and assessments, includitigeiform of
a global sustainable development report, buildingxisting
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assessments, and enhancing evidence-based datialong at all
levels.

The Expert Group Meeting is intended to contriliotéhe work of
the HLPF on the above issues. It will bring togetbading
scientists and experts involved in preparing natioeports or
related sustainable development assessments,en torénsure
that their research findings and analytical perspes will be
featured in the Global Sustainable Development Repbe
modality of future collaboration among the expevit also be
discussed during the meeting.

Further information can be found on tBestainable Development
Knowledge Platform

Renewing commitment for ECOSOC
strengthening

The 2013 ECOSOC
Presidential Expert
Meeting took place on 15-
16 November at the
Greentree Foundation in
Manhasset, New York. The
theme of the event was
“The ECOSOC We Want:
Renewing commitment,

. BT confronting new
challenges” The Meeting was convened by H.E. Néstor Osorio,
President of ECOSOC, and organized by UN DESA's®©for
ECOSOC Support and Coordination.

The event brought together over 60 participantduding former
ECOSOC Presidents, the current ECOSOC Bureau, Rerma
Representatives, other representatives from Me@tates and
experts, to discuss the way forward for ECOSOQ dlfie
adoption by the General Assembly of resolution28@/on the
High-level Political Forum and 68/1 on strengthgnECOSOC.

The opening session was devoted to defining thesprg
development challenges to sustainable developmehtisocial,
economic and environment areas that would needdceas, such
as geo-political and geo-economic shifts, climdtenge, youth,
women, the communications revolution, urbanizatiod
migration, science and technology and inequality.

A number of key messages emerged from the fouragpa
working groups:

Furthering engagements with national stakeholders

Discussions underlined that ECOSOC has to plagdirg role in
choosing relevant and attractive topics to a braage of
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stakeholders, and that could attract participafiiom country
capitals. The Council's working methods and proaegs
should therefore also be opened to include natistakieholders
and move away from the current model that limits th
participation of private sector, the scientific coomity,
parliamentarians and civil society organizations.

Enhancing the integration of the three dimensionsfo
sustainable development

Emphasis was placed on the critical role the nendated
integration segment of the Council is to play imbing better
understanding on how daunting challenges can beeasied
from all the three dimensions of sustainable dgwalent and
making concrete recommendations for action. In¢biznection,
the role of all stakeholders, including ECOSOC’ssidiary
bodies should be augmented. The two transitionsyeb?014-
2015 represent an opportunity to gather experidmatewill be
relevant for the post-2015 architecture and impleatéon.

Strengthening the links between normative and opet@nal
activities

There was a broad agreement that the operatiotigitias role
of ECOSOC should go beyond its conventional role by
enhancing dialogue on issues of system-wide coscarch as
the responsiveness of the United Nations Developmen
Assistance Frameworks (UNDAFs), national ownership,
effective utilization of funds and the functioninfthe Resident
Coordinator system. Participants stressed that EZO&uld
also provide space for dialogue on overall guidasfce
operational activities and thus give voice to MenBtes that
may have difficulties effectively influencing dissions at the
governing body level, and/or in regional groups.

Enhancing the Council’s monitoring capacity to pronote
greater accountability

Monitoring and accountability mechanisms for thetg@015
development agenda should be built into the desighe new
development framework. They should engage a widga&f
stakeholders, especially parliaments, in orderetibelb link
global to national accountability. Broad-based ipgration will
also be critical in defining the scope of such actability — for
what and to whom — both at the global and natitsadls.
National reviews should continue to be carriediothe
medium and long term to allow sufficient time toasare and
monitor implementation.

The way forward

The new institutional architecture for this visiouilt on the
Council, the General Assembly and the high-levditipal
forum, all acting in unison, offers a historicalpgptunity. It is
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imperative to bring to them the relevant policymakand experts
so that their outcomes can become more effectivarkig
through the transition in 2014-2015, as the tramséive
development agenda beyond 2015 is finalized, requitoving
beyond the process — to action and implementa8gstems can
be modified as necessary to ensure that they refihaind
effective.

For more information on the work of the Economid &ocial
Council (ECOSOC), browse tigouncil’'s website

Centre for Innovation on e-
Government Development launched

New e-Government

platforms and networks are

dramatically changing the
decision-making systems,

business models and public

service delivery
mechanisms in both

developed and developing

countries. All this growing

demand for ICT goods and

services in the public and private sectors can pidly leverage
the consolidation of improved governance, thus g the
backbone of sustainable development through eftigigblic
administration. On 26-27 November, the E-xperie@Goeference
was held in Bogota, Colombia, also featuring thenieh of the
Centre for Innovation on e-Government Development.

The Ministry of Information and Communication Teokogies of
Colombia (MINTIC) has signed a Project DocumentwitNDP,
having the e-Government Branch, Division for Public
Administration and Development Management of UN BES
providing substantive support and implementing ai@&Yo of all
activities. The Project is the result of a spedifiquest from the
Colombian Government to UN DESA, having a budganofe
than US$ 800,000 a year provided by Colombia.

The Project has been designed to benefit othertdesiin the
region and globally, based on the principles cikatal
disseminated by the UN e-Government Survey prepayddN
DESA. It also represents a new reference for intieea
cooperation between Colombia, UN DESA and UNDPjiwv
benefitted from significant constructive suppoadnrthe UN
Office of Legal Affairs (OLA) and the Capacity Ddopment
Office (CDO) of UN DESA.

The first major output of this partnership was Ergperience
Conference held in Bogota on 26-27 November. Thef€ence
launched the Centre for Innovation on e-Government
Development, a pioneer initiative on a global scBlxperience
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will also discuss knowledge management aspectoorid
leapfrog advancements in e-Government developroent t
modernize government in terms of effectivenessgieficy,
transparency and inclusiveness. A series of camaiready
confirmed their presence and support to E-xperigincéuding
Azerbaijan, Brazil, Bolivia, Costa Rica, Egypt, &lvador,
Guatemala, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Panama, Pardgenay,
among others.

For more informationE-xperience Conference in Bogota

Knowledge-sharing on UN e-
Government Development Index

Following Russia ICT
Day, organized by the
World Bank in
cooperation with Russia
in Washington DC, a
delegation of 42 high-
level officials from the
Russian Federation
visited UN DESA’s
Division for Public
Administration and Development Management (DPADML5
November, for a presentation on the United Natiens
Government Development Index (EGDI).

The Russian Federation has made significant pregnes-
government development since 2010, both in abstdutas and
relative to other countries, with a notable jumjitsnglobal
ranking between 2010 (59th place) and 2012 (2&bg)! The
gain can be attributed to: (a) a doubling in avmiity of
government e-services; and (b) an increase inuhgber of
Internet users (from 21% to 43% of the populat@m) fixed
broadband subscriptions (from 3% to 11% of the petjmn).

According to the World Bank, Russia has 76 milllaternet
users and an e-commerce turnover of $13 billioaa.yThe
country’s e-government performance has reache#ithe
average, despite the challenges of a large popnlatid vast
geography. Its ICT industry boasts world-leadingrls in the
IT sector, fuelled by over 60,000 graduates in 1sme
Engineering and Mathematics each year.

To some extent, Russia has struggled with e-goventm
development. The “Electronic Russia” programme 222012)
was an ambitious 9-year effort deemed by some vbs®eto
have been unsuccessful. Currently, Russia is pugsan
“Information Society State Programme” (2011-202@hvwhe
aim of providing Russians with enhanced accessdadband
Internet, developing the ICT sector, promoting in&t safety,

10
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and simplifying interaction between citizens anel 8tate through
e-government.

DPADM gave several presentations on the 2014 e-Govent
Survey, Capacity Development, Open Government athlic
Service Awards and Forum, and Innovation Trans$fdiowed by
Q& As on the ways to improve e-Government perfarogaon
federal and local levels in the country and btimg benefits of the
information society to all citizens.

Within the margins of the visit, Thomas Gass, DESASsistant
Secretary-General for Policy Coordination and h#tgency
Affairs, met with the Minister of Communicationscaass Media
of the Russian Federation, Mr. Nikolai Nikiforoveffhanent
Representative of the Russian Federation to theedNations,
Mr. Vitaly Churkin and other high level officiali@d DPADM

staff members.

Discussions were held on the future cooperatidddDESA and
Russian Government in the field of ICT and its ttsenhance
service delivery for public administration. It wagreed that
Russian Government will invite DPADM Advisors tesass e-
Government performance and provide guidance and
recommendations on how the Government can ovenaltave
public service delivery, bridge the digital dividmplement whole-
of-government approach, greater use of social mattiaopen
government.

For more informationWebsite of DPADM
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Capacity development

Tools for reporting on MDG data

@

UN DESA'’s Statistics
Division together with the
United Nations Economic
and Social Commission for
Western Asia (UN ESCWA)
is organizing a Training
Workshop on SDMX tools
for MDG Data Reporting

on 2-5 December in
Casablanca, Morocco.

Statistical Data and Metadata eXchange (SDMX) éspteferred
standard for allowing National Statistical Offidq@$SOs) to
automate and standardize exchange of data and ateetad
associated with the Millennium Development GoalD@®5).

The workshop will provide participants with an oduction to
SDMX and focus on the process of mapping and exgihgn
indicators with SDMX through the features adde®#&vInfo 7.

Published by UN DESA'’s Statistics Division, Devlrifoa
powerful database system for monitoring human agpraknt. It
is a tool for organizing, storing and presentintada a uniform
way to facilitate data sharing at the country lea@ioss
government departments, UN agencies and developpaetmters.
Devinfo has features that produce tables, graptisvaps for
inclusion in reports, presentations and advocadgriags.

For more information:
UN DESA's Statistics Division
Devinfo 7

Evaluating census results

UN DESA's Statistics
Division will conduct a
Workshop on Census
Evaluation, in
collaboration with General
Statistics Office of Viet
Nam, in Hanoi, Viet Nam,
on 2-6 December.

; The regional workshop will
bring together some fifteen natlonal statisticirosn eight Asian
countries. The main purpose of the workshop isrtwige the staff
of national statistical offices with hands-on tiagto master
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indirect demographic techniques necessary forvatuation of
census results.

Participants will learn, in particular, the methads®valuate age-
sex structure of population, fertility as well asniality data
obtained from national population and housing ceaesuThey
are also expected to establish own professionalarés through
exchange of experiences and knowledge on censas dat
analyses.

UN DESA's Statistics Division is the primary agency
responsible at the international level for (1) ecting official
national demographic including statistics on pofiotasize and
structure, fertility, mortality and internationaignation; (2)
publishing internationally agreed standards andejiries on
collecting, compiling and disseminating demograshatistics
and (3) providing technical assistance to natisteistical
offices on topics related to the improvement of dgraphic
statistics.

The division also publishes the Demographic Yeakbwbich
collects, compiles and disseminates official stiagson a wide
range of topics. Data have been collected frononati
statistical authorities since 1948 through a sefugfstionnaires
dispatched annually by UN DESA's Statistics Divisto over
230 national statistical offices.

For more informationN DESA’s Statistics Division

Engaging citizens through e-
participation

The National Capacity
Building Workshop on
Developing Capacity for
e-Participation:
Engaging Citizens in
Development Policy and
Decision-making
Processes through
Information

= Communication
Technologles (ICTs) will take place in Baku, Azggraon 3-5
December.

The event is organized by the Ministry of Commutiares and
Information Technologies (MoCIT) of the Republic of
Azerbaijan in cooperation with United Nations Demhent
Program (UNDP) Country Office in Azerbaijan, Mimgbf
Economy and Industry of Azerbaijan and Civil Seevic
Commission under the President of the RepubliczdrBaijan
with substantive assistance of UN DESA’s Division Public
Administration and Development Management (DPADM).

12
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The workshop will serve as an enabling platfornthef World
Summit for Information Society to enhance the krenige of
national practitioners and professionals in theentrconcepts,
approaches, and practices in engaging citizerfseimnlécision-
making process in formulating and implementing ozl
development plans including the use of ICTs. &xpected that the
participants of the workshop will learn and shdueirtexperiences
and exchange best practices in e-participatiomudiob aspects of
regulatory and institutional frameworks in engagtitizens
through e-participation in public policy and seevitelivery.

The workshop sessions will provide opportunitiesgarticipants
to interact with speakers and resource personsgdier @o develop
new capacities for designing and implementing ss&ite e-
participation strategies and policies for a moams$parent,
accountable and efficient government and citizegagement and
participation, as well as to create and strengtteworks of
stakeholders and practitioners.

Approximately 40 government officials and professits at mid to
senior levels are expected to participate (e.gisady to
government chief executives at national and regjilenals;
heads/deputy heads of departments/units, chiefajsts/officers,
etc.) representing Ministry of Communications anfibtmation
Technologies (MoCIT) of the Republic of Azerbaijatinistry of
Economy and Industry of Azerbaijan and Civil Seevic
Commission under the President of the RepubliczdrBaijan.

For more informationN DESA’s Division for Public
Administration and Development Management (DPADM)

Supporting national statistical
systems

o Seminars on Developing
k{f Programmes for the
U N ||! l d Lu Implementation of the

System of National
Accounts 2008 (2008
SNA) and Supporting
Statistics and the System of Environmental-Econéwm@ounting
2012 (2012 SEEA) and Supporting Statistics in Afvidl be held
in Kampala, Uganda on 9-13 December.

n.l

—— r~

orld of information

The seminars are organized by UN DESA'’s Statiddiession, in
collaboration with the United Nations Economic Coission for
Africa, African Development Bank, East Africa Comumity,

the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Afl@@NESA),
the Economic Community Of West African States (ECESY,
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Unitidions
Development Programme (UNDP), the World Bank armd th
Uganda Bureau.
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The SNA seminar is organized to assist participefifrican
countries with initiating the formulation of a ratal strategy
and implementation programme for the 2008 SNA and
supporting socio-economic statistics with the otiyecof
strengthening the national statistical system jpsut of
improved policy making. It is expected that thigiative will
lead to a multi-year statistical programme helgingntries to
change over to the 2008 SNA with a view to prodgdimely
comparable national accounts statistics and skam-economic
indicators which fully meets the user needs as asttomplies
with the international standards.

The objective of the SEEA seminar is to assistpémticipating
African countries with developing an implementatgirategy
for the SEEA Central Framework on the basis ofgyoli
priorities and statistical development as welladdvelop a sub-
regional implementation strategy. It is expecteat this

initiative will lead to a multi-year statistical@gramme assisting
countries in the adoption of the SEEA 2012 Cerframework
with a view to produce timely comparable econonmd a
environmental statistics based on selected envieoah
economic accounts and environmental-economic italisa
which fully meets the user needs as well as compli¢h the
international standards.

The seminars brings together senior managers fedional
statistical offices and senior representatives fgmwvernment
agencies using economic and environmental infoondtr
policy setting from countries in Africa to discubg
development of a national implementation stratemgyttie 2008
SNA and the SEEA 2012 Central Framework. The aiaids to
share experiences among countries in the regioffieaildate
cooperation amongst the neighbouring countriesedkas
north-south and triangular cooperation in suppbthe SNA
and SEEA implementation strategy in Africa.

For more information:

UN DESA's Statistics Division

Strengthening public sector human
resource management

A capacity building
workshop on “Innovation
and Performance
Evaluation in Africa’s
Public Service: The Role
of Human Resource
Managers” will be
organized in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia, on 11-

13
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13 December.

The event is arranged by UN DESA in partnershifhhie Africa
Public Sector Human Resource Managers’ Network (APS
HRMnet) and the United Nations Economic Commiss$an
Africa.

The main objective of the workshop is to exchamigas and best
practices and explore strategies for strengthettiegole of human
resource managers in promoting innovation and padace
evaluation of the public service with the aim oflthiing the
capacity of the public service in Africa for effieit public service
delivery.

Innovation is not an exclusive phenomenon thatafplening only
in the private sector. The public sector has alsnahstrated
capability to innovate in order to improve deliveripublic
services. To validate that, one has just to locdkatncreasing rate
of nominations to the United Nations Public SenAagard each
year which has gone up from 81 in 2003 to 601 ih320

However, most innovative practices so far nomindbeds

on improving service delivery in the areas inclgdhealth,
education and gender equality. Very few addregses t
improvement of performance of the human resouttaisare
delivering the services. While it is critical thhe services
delivered become better, it is also important thatcapacities for
innovation especially in terms of human resourcessapported
and improved.

For more information:

“Innovation and Performance Evaluation in Afric&sblic
Service: The Role of Human Resource Managers”
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Publications and Websites

Technical reports

Pre-release of the World Economic Situation and Prepects
(WESP) 2013

The first chapter on global economic outlook of tHESP 2013
will be launched on 12 December at 11 am in NewkY#rjoint
product of UN DESA, UNCTAD and the five United Nats
regional commissions, this publication provideaarview of
recent global economic performance and short-teosgects for
the world economy and of some key global econonlicy and
development issues. One of its purposes is to seraepoint of
reference for discussions on economic, social atedad issues
taking place in various United Nations entitiesidgithe year.

* More information

Monthly Bulletin of Statistics and MBS Online

~ 8 The Monthly Bulletin of Statistics presents

; | than 200 countries and territories of the
mMI world. It contains over 50 tables of monthly

Aonitiy Bt S
~ SfAmisTICS

agitotin merrsst

i a variety of subjects illustrating important

international merchandise trade and finance.
Vol. LXVII — No. 10, October 2013

In addition to the regular recurrent monthly tabtéss issue
includes the quarterly and bimonthly tables: Reidite indices
relating to living expenditures of United Natiorfii@als; Civil
aviation traffic: passenger-km and cargo net ton-Kotal exports
and imports by countries or areas: volume, unii@aterms of
trade and purchasing power of exports, in US dallar

* More information
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National Accounts Statistics: Main Aggregates and Btailed
Tables, 2012, Parts |, II, lI, IV and V,
ST/ESA/STAT/SER.X/50

The first National Accounts yearbook appeared i58&nd
contained data for 70 countries and territories WNational
Accounts Statistics: Main Aggregates and Detailadl&s, 2012
(MADT 2012) contains 2001-2012 data for 204 cowstand
territories. The estimates for each country or aregpresented
in separate chapters, containing statistics omnakiaccounts
aggregates and detailed variables such as grossstiom
product, national income, saving, household and&zgowent
consumption expenditure, gross capital formatioppets and
imports, value added, compensation of employeesabipg
surplus, etc.

Data are reproduced as they are reported by tharees in their
respective national currencies. The MADT datasstiieen
updated with 2012 data on the UNdata Portal at:
http://data.un.org/Explorer.aspx?d=SNA

* More information

National Accounts Statistics: Analysis of Main Aggegates,
2012
ST/ESA/STAT/Ser.X/51

The National Accounts Statistics: Analysis of Maiggregates,

current economic and social statistics for moreZOlz contains in the form of analytical tables asary of the

principal national accounting aggregates basedftsiad
national accounts data for more than 200 counamesareas of

and/or bimonthly, quarterly and annual data onthe world for the years 1970 to 2012. It also cmsta section

on the estimation methods used for compiling thea.dais

swTisTIaUE economic trends and deve|opments' induding prepared by UN DESA's Statistics Division with tgﬂnerous

| population, prices, employment and earnings, co-operation of national statistical offices andves as a
energy, manufacturing, transport, construction,valuable source of information on the economicadian of

countries and areas. The publication will be awdéan
December 2013.

The tables of the publication include analysis atdon gross
domestic product (GDP) by different structural caments. The
types of analysis presented are classified intddhemajor
categories listed below:

* Analysis of the level of total and per capita GDP

e Analysis of the percentage shares of GDP by type of
expenditure and gross value added by kind of ecanom
activity

* Analysis of economic development expressed in term
of real growth of GDP and its components by type of
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expenditure and gross value added by kind of emiso
activity

» Analysis of price development reflected by impljoitce
deflators of GDP

To download the time-series data:
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/snaama/selQuick.asp
http://data.un.org/Explorer.aspx?d=SNAAMA

The Demographic Yearbook (DYB) Special Issue on
Household Characteristics

The Tabulations of the DYB Special issue on HoukEho
Characteristics has been published. The tabulationtain the
available household characteristics data repoad@BSA’s
Statistics Division for the Population Censusesdcated
worldwide during the 2000 and 2010 rounds of ceasusn
particular, the datasets present information grpdpulation by
type of living quarters, by relation to the refererperson, by age
and sex; (ii) on households by different charasti&s such as age,
sex and marital status of reference person, byasideby type of
household.

*  More information
The Demographic Yearbook 2012 (DYB 2012)

The DYB 2012 is the sixty-third issue in a serieblghed by the
United Nations since 1948. It contains tables aride range of
demographic statistics, including a world summérgedected
demographic statistics, statistics on the sizdtidigion and trends
in national populations, fertility, foetal mortaljtinfant and
maternal mortality, general mortality, nuptialitychdivorce. Data
are shown by urban/rural residence, as availabladdition, the
volume provides Technical Notes, a synoptic tadleistorical
index and a listing of the issues of the Demogmapaarbook
published to date. This issue of Demographic Yeaklmmntains
data as available including the reference year 2012

* More information

Sustainable Development in Action — Issue 10, Volusnl

Published by UN DESA'’s Division for Sustainable B®pment,
the latest issue highlights among others, the Qfgerking Group
on Sustainable Development Goals. The newslettes &
highlight the work carried out by Member States, tiN Major
Groups and other relevant stakeholders in impleimgnt
sustainable development and leading the way té-tinere We
Want.
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* Read full issue
Youth Flash Newsletter

Published by UN DESA'’s Division for Social Policpc
Development Focal Point on Youth, the October issue
available online with a feature article entitledottth
partnerships and the United Nations: ReflectiontherlUN
Inter-Agency Network on Youth Development Open Ntagt
with Youth”. The newsletter is prepared with infngm UN
offices, agencies, and from youth organizationsiadathe
world.

* Read full issue
DESA NGO News

The November issue published by UN DESA’s NGO Bheisc
available online and features among other thingsricie on
how the UN is linking private, public partnershipscreate
climate change solutions. The newsletter provilestost up-
to-date information on news and upcoming eventatefest to
civil society at UN headquarters in New York, Geaewnd
elsewhere.

* Read full issue

Monthly Briefing on the World Economic Situation and
Prospects No. 60

Published by DESA’s Development Policy and Analysis
Division, the November issue states that the global
manufacturing production has improved, the econaetovery
is strengthening in developed economies, and thégiiscal
stimulus programmes have been a determinant factor
economic growth in many developing countries.

e To download
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Comings and Goings

Goings
Ms. Jan McAlpine, Director of the United Thilo Maier, Information Systems Officer, StatigtiDivision
Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF), retired in
November 2013. During her tenure as Leah McDavid, Information Technology Assistant, dtging
Director, she launched the innovative for Development Office

Facilitative Process, which provides enhanced
capacity development for developing countries | jenkim Nguyen, Editorial Assistant, Population Bion
to mobilize forest financing, and developed a
fundraising strategy which generated over $18
million by developing a bottom-up, technical anghest program

of work for UNFF.

Richard Roehrl, Senior Economic Affairs Officer vidion for
Sustainable Development

Throughout her 35-year career, she has workedrategtc policy
and planning related to environment, trade, finsaroe social
issues at the United Nations, in Government, irialgdhe Office
of the President of the United States and in natiétilal not-for-
profits and academic institutions. Ms. McAlpine yioeisly served
as Senior Negotiator and Advisor for Forests ferthnited States
Department of State, as well as the Chairman ofrtteznational
Tropical Timber Council and is currently a membgthe World
Future Council.

Ms. McAlpine has been instrumental in conceiving an
implementing international initiatives such as @engo Basin
Forest Partnership, the Liberia Forest Initiatind anost recently
Rwanda’s Forest and Landscape Restoration iniiatier efforts
resulted in a $9.5 million grant from the GlobalMEonment
Facility (GEF) for the Rwanda project ($63 milliontotal
funding) in 2012. She has been honored by varioademic
institutions including the Swedish Royal Academy #me German
Society of Foresters.

Jan McAlpine grew up in Central and Southern AfribaRwanda,
Burundi, Congo, Kenya and South Africa.

See thdDESA News interview with Ms. McAlpinéhat she gave
ahead of the UN Forum on Forest 10 that took ptec8-19 April
2013 in Istanbul.

Comings
The following staff members were promoted in Nowemb

Kebebush Welkema, Research Assistant, Divisiorstmtainable
Development

Lydia Debbie Gatan, Staff Assistant, Division fartfic
Administration and Development Management
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Calendar

December

“Expert Group Meeting for the Global Sustainable
Development Report 2013 — Engaging National
Assessments”

12-13 December, Beijing
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?paga/&typ
e=13&nr=501&menu=1621

International Day of Persons with Disabilities
3 December
http://www.un.org/disabilities/index.asp

Second session of the Intergovernmental Committed Bxperts
on Sustainable Development Financing

2-6 December, New York
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?m&bb8

National Capacity Building Workshop on Developing Gpacity
for e-Participation
3-5 December, Baku, Azerbaijan

International Workshop on e-Government Best Practies
3-5 December, Amman, Jordan
http://www.unpan.org/DPADM/tabid/420/Default.aspx

Global Conference on Rural Energy Access

4-6 December, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page&nr=4
89&type=13&menu=1634

Seminars on Developing Programmes for the Implemeation
of the System of National Accounts
9-13 December , Kampala, Uganda

Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals
Sixth session

9-13 December, New York
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?paga&type=
13&nr=490&menu=1476

A capacity building workshop on “Innovation and
Performance Evaluation in Africa’s Public Service:The Role
of Human Resource Managers”

11-13 December, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

DESA News is an insider's look at the United Nations in the area of economic and
social development policy. The newsletter is produced by the Communications and
Information Management Service of the United Nations Department of Economic and
Social Affairs in collaboration with DESA Divisions. DESA News is issued every
month. Please click here to send inquiries.
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