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Implementation of the 1995 resolution and 2010 outcome on the Middle East

Working paper submitted by Bahrain on behalf of the Arab Group

1. The establishment of a Middle East Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons has occupied the international
community. Unfortunately, and despite the General Assembly passing yearly a resolution on the
establishment of a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons since 1974, the issue remains

unresolved for forty years.

2. In 1995, and as an integral part of the Treaty on Nuclear Non-Proliferation (hereinafter the NPT)
extension package, the 1995 NPT extension and review conference adopted a Resolution
sponsored by the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
and the United States of America on the establishment of a Middle East Zone Free of Nuclear

Weapons and all other Weapons of Mass Destruction (hereinafter the 1995 Resolution).

3. After fifteen years of inaction, the 2010 NPT Review Conference adopted in its Action Plan a set
of actions on the implementation of the 1995 Resolution that included, inter alia, mandating the
United Nations Secretary General and the Co-Sponsors of the 1995 Resolution to convene a

Conference in 2012 on the establishment in the Middle East of a Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons
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and all other Weapons of Mass Destruction (hereinafter the 2012 Conference), and also mandating
the United Nations Secretary General and the Co - Sponsors of the 1995 Resolution to appoint,
after consultations with the states of the region, a facilitator and a host government for the 2012

Conference.

4. In October 2011, the United Nations Secretary General announced the appointment of Finnish
Undersecretary Jaakko Laajava as the facilitator and the Government of Finland as the host.
Despite the efforts of the facilitator and the full engagement of the member states of the League of
Arab States (Annex A), it was announced without consulting Arab states in November 2012 that
the 2012 Conference was postponed. Despite later efforts by the facilitator and the continued
engagement of the member states of the League of Arab States to convene the Conference during
the subsequent years outside of the mandate defined in the 2010 action plan (Annex B), the

Conference was not held to date.

5. In view of the fact that the 2012 Conference was not held in accordance with the defined mandate
of the 2010 action plan, the Arab States call upon the 2015 Review Conference to adopt the

following:

a. To reaffirm the 1995 Resolution on the establishment in the Middle East of a Zone Free of
Nuclear Weapons and all other Weapons of Mass Destruction which, being the basis upon
which the treaty was indefinitely extended without a vote, remains valid until it is fully

implemented,
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b. To call upon Israel, the only state in the Middle East that remains outside the NPT, to

immediately sign and ratify the NPT without any further delay, as a non nuclear weapon state.

c. To call upon the United Nations Secretary General to convene a conference within 180 days
from the adoption of the 2015 NPT Review Conference Final Document, aiming at launching a
process to conclude a legally binding Treaty establishing a Middle East Zone Free of Nuclear
Weapons and all Other Weapons of Mass Destruction, (hereinafter "The Middle East NW &

WMD Free Zone Conference") with the following mandate:

1) The UNSG shall invite States of the Middle East region to attend the Middle East NW &
WMD Free Zone Conference. The UNSG shall exert all efforts and take all necessary

measures with a view to ensuring the success of the conference

2) In addition to states of the region (defined as members of the League of Arab States,
Israel and Iran), the five Nuclear-Weapon States, the International Atomic Energy
Agency, the Organization on the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons and the Biological
Weapons Convention Implementation Unit and the League of Arab States shall be invited

to attend the Middle East NW & WMD Free Zone Conference as observers,

3) The Middle East Resolution adopted at 1995 review and extension conference, shall be

the terms of reference of the Middle East NW & WMD Free Zone Conference,

4) The Middle East NW & WMD Free Zone Conference shall also adopt the establishment

of two working groups as follows:
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5)

6)

7)

8)

a) Working Group I: dealing with the scope, geographic demarcation of the zonel,

prohibitions, interim measures, and

b) Working Group IlI: dealing with verification measures and implementation

mechanisms,

The Middle East NW & WMD Free Zone Conference shall meet annually in its plenary

format and working groups.

When such time that a legally binding treaty is agreed among the participating states of
the region, the United Nations Secretary General shall reconvene the Conference to adopt
the negotiated Treaty on the establishment of a Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons and all

other Weapons of Mass Destruction in the Middle East.

The United Nations Secretary General shall inform the 2020 NPT Review Conference and
its preparatory committees on progress made and the status of the implementation of the

1995 Resolution,

The P5 should provide all necessary support for the implementation of this mandate, and
should present reports on their actions in this regard to the Review Conference and its
preparatory committees, especially the cosponsors of the 1995 Resolution who bear
special responsibility for the resolution they sponsored to guarantee the indefinite

extension of the Treaty without a vote in 1995.

1 Report by the Director General of the IAEA on the Application of IAEA Safeguards in the Middle East 2013*:
GOV/2013/33/Add.1-GC(57)/10/Add.1
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9) The UN Secretary General shall secure the required funds, including through a voluntary
fund that could be established by the UN Secretary General to support the

implementation.

d. To request all member states to exert all efforts to support the convening of the Middle East

NW & WMD Free Zone Conference and the full implementation of the 1995 Resolution.

e. The conference shall not be postponed. In case the states which announced to participate in the
conference have decided to postpone the convening of the conference, it should be held within

90 days.

f.To encourage all member States to report on their efforts to implement the 1995 Middle East

Resolution.
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=
League of Arab|States > January 2611

The Secretary General e e

Lxcellency,

The I two yewrs heove wirnessed a revivel of the internationed
community’s| inierest in establishing a world free of nuclear weapons. Many
initiatives were launched by political leaders, including your important five-point
proposal, to \elaborate practical steps that should be taken to reach this goal
Urdoubtedly, establishing a nuclear free zone in the Middle East is an important

part of tké.ve ’iglobal endemvours.

In t}u_ﬁ regard, the practical steps that were recommended by the 2010 NPT
review confefence to implement the 1995 Middle East Resolusion were hailed as
a breakthrough after fifteen years of inaction. To that ernd, the conrference
tnandated fo take the necessary steps to convene a UN confersnce in 2012, to be

attended by all states of the Middle East, on the establishment of & Middle East
Zone Free ﬁ'lbm Nuclear Weapons and all other weapons of miass destruction.

The af!apoirzlmetzi of a fucilitator and the designation of @ host Governmertt
Jor the 2012 (Conference have been on top of the requived steps in preparation of
the Conference. I would appreciote any information on the implementation of
these recom;f‘nerzdzztions by the NPT conference as I prepare 10 Inform the
Ministerial Courncil of the League of Arab Stales os the progress undertaken in
this regard. - :

I wonld Like to avail myself of this opportunity lo express my highest
considerations.
S_ir'tc_ereiy, .
' Amre Moussa

H.E. }Mr. Ban Xi Moon
Secretary Geperal

United Naz‘io%zs

La_taE (e

P.11
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League of Arab Szates

June 21, 201]
The Secretary General o

Excellency,

. It gives me great pleasure 10 write to you, in follow-up to your letter dated
the 24* of Jaruary 2011, regarding your efforts fowards the implementation of
the-practical steps aldogted by the 2010 NPT Review Con]%rence, concerning the
establishment of a FZ in the Middle East.

I'would like to inform that the Cowncil of the League of Arab States, at the
Level of Foreign meters, held an extraordinary session on the 15* of May
2011 and discussed issues relevant to nuclear disarmament and nonproliferation .-
in the Middle East|with a particular focus on the developments thar took place
since thé 2010 NPT Review Conference. The Council adopted Resolution (7362),
in which the mezers expregsed deep concern over the lack of momentum since the

" adoption of the., thgal Docanent of the 2010 NPT Review Coqfereme almost one
year ago.

The Resolution stressed that the delay by the international partze.r
concerned in @hJMuzg their responsibilities does not represent anbz a setback .
to the overall objecme of establishing a world free of nuclear weapons, but also
an obstacle to nontproliferation efforts in the Middle East, and would lead to the
collapse of the nonprol iferation regime, They also a}j“zrmed that this lack of
progress will mafce the non-proliferation regime irrelevant in terms of providing
security to the Mémber States of the Arab League and therefore, would. Zeaa' to'a
review of the policies adopted so fur by the Member States in this regard, .

The Coimeil has requested me to wrirte to Yowr Excellency, and to the
three States that e':a-.gmmored the 1995 Middle East Resolution, to convey the
content of their re.s‘olunon ‘and to express our concern in this regard, Stressing
the wrgency to fulfill the obligations stated in the final document in the 2010
Review Confererice, particularly the steps needed-to hold an intermational
conference in 2012 on the WMDFZ in the Middle East with special emphasis on
the needto @pai?z a “Facilitator ” for the conféerence withowt further delay. '

In view off the seriousness of the struarion, I hope that Your Excellency

wowld inform me|of the state of implementation of the steps' adopted by rhe 2010
NPT Review Con{erence last year.

Please accepr, Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Sincarely,
o - Amre Moussa
H.E. Mr. Ban Ki\Moon ‘ ’
Secrerary General o e
United Nations ' ' ’ ; Bt~

L I [ - - . . o o ' ’

04/15/2015 WED 02:59 ITX/RX NoO 81781 oo
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League of ﬂmﬁ States
The Secretary General

June 25 2011

Excellency,

It-gives-me-a-great pleasure to write to you today, regarding the
.—cutcomes.of the 2010 NPT .Review Conference, cancemzng the establishment
of @ WMDFZin the Middle East.

As a co-sponsor of the 1995 Resolution on the .Mzddle East, your
esteemed cazznz?y has been playing an active role in imernarional
endeavours 1o establish a Nuclear Free Zone in the Middle East. This issue
has gained |particular importance following the 2010 NPT .Review

e v o COniference. which requested the concerned parties 1o take specific-steps-to---
. « =—: COnvVene g-conference in 2012 on the establishment of a Middle East Free of
Nuclear Weq'pons and all other Weapons of Mass Destruction.

To zhat end, the conference mandared your esteemed courtry, as well as
the other co-.s'pansors of the 1995 Resolutions, joirntly with, the. United Nations
Secretary General, and in consultation with the States in the region, to take

" some initial ;steps in this regard, among which is the appointment of a

Jacilitator an]d the designation gf a host Govemment Jor the aforementioned
2012 Conference.

I woul d like to inform you that the Council of the League of Arab
States, at the level of Foreign Ministers, met in an extraordinary session on
the 15" of May, and discussed issues relevant to nuclear disarmament and
norzprolzfem}tion in the Middle East with particular focus on developments
since the 201 0 NPT Review Conference.

The C'ozmczl adopted Resolution (7362) which expressed deep
concern over the lack of momentum since the adoption of the Final
Document of the 2010 NPT Review Conference a year ago.

The Resolurzon stressed that the delay by the international concerned
parties in upholdmg their responsibilities does not represart: only a setback
io the overall objective of establishing a world frée of nuclear weapons, but
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also an obstacle to nonproliferation efforts in the Middle, and would lead to
the collapse of the nonproliferation regime.

They also affirmed that this lack of progress will make the
nonproliferatioh regime frrelevant in providing securily to the Member
States..of  the -Arab leagtie and therefore, will necessities a review of the
policies adopted so far in this regard.

. The Caunczl has regquested me to write to Your E::cellency and to the
three States zhat co-sponsored the 1995 Middle East Resolution, fo convey
the content of their resolution and to express concern in this regard,
stressing the wrgency to fulfill the obligation stated in the firal document in
the 2010 Review Conference, particularly the steps needed to hold an
_ _international confereme in 2012 on the WMDFZ in the Middle East with

specza! emphmszs on the need to appoint a “Facilitator” for the conference
without ﬁu'rher delay.

Inview |of the seriousness of the situation, I hope that Your Exce?lency

would inform |me of the state of implementation of the steps adopted by the
2010 NPT Review Conference.

Plea.:e accept Yow' Excellency, the assurances of my hzghe:z conszderatzon

Sincerely, .

Amre Mousse

Minister of Foreign 4ffairs

Lowter FM(IJR

04/15/2015
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Joint Press Statement ‘

Conference on the Establishment of a Middle East Zone Free of Nuclear
Weapons and all other Weapons of Mass Destruction

Cairo: 7/10/2012

Senior repriesentatives from the Russian Federation, United Kingdom,
United States and the United Nations joined by the Conference facilitator
held a meeting in‘ Cairo on 7 October with the League of Arab States Senior
Officials Committee to discuss efforts to convene a successful Conference on
the establishme 't of a Middle East zone free of muclear weapons and all

other weapons 6f mass destruction, as agreed at the 2010 NPT Review
Conference.

The viéiting officials confirmed their commitment to fulfill their
mandate to convene this Conference, and to continne to encourage the
attendance of all States of the Middle East at the Conference, and welcomed
the serions work undertaken by the Leagne of Arab States,

The Leagule of Arab States Senior Officials Commi{tee'conﬁrmed that
they will continue to approach the conference in a serious and constructive
manner in acco/rdance with the 2010 NPT Midadle East Action Plan and look

forward to other States of the region attending the Conference in the same
spirit.

1
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: l}
Mareh 197, 2014
Exvallency,
At Das heen jorwy years since the launch of the initiciive 1o

extithlish u zune free of nuclear weapons in the Middle Eust. The
Arab States believe that this initiative provides o .comprehensive

- regional approach to deal with the dangers posed by weapons of

masx destruction in the region. and hence contribies to resolving ity
szeurine dilenuna,

Ambuassudor Juakko Laajava was appointéd in October 2011
as the Facilitator for "The 2012 Conference o the Establishment of
a Zone [ree of Nuclear Weapons and other Weapons of Aass

Dazsiruction in the Middle Last ™, in accordance with the oulcomes of -

the 2NEG Review Conjerence of the Non-prolijeration Treaty.

After the untormwmate posiponement of the conjerence. the
Fucilitator, attempted a new approach for his mission, namely 1o
concuct Informal  prepardtory consultations \with  the regional
parties, invhich the drab Stares had been construciively engaged.

resently, the facilivcunr is emharking on the next sta‘gé.-'qﬁer
declaring the end of the informal preparatory consultations thai
were conducted in Gilon, Switzerland., He has - announced  his
irtention lo imvite the parties (0 nvo prepearatory meetings for the
conferzrce. 1hus shifiing to o more farmal and crucial srage, )

I write 10 yon Excelleney. upan the requesr of all the drab
Sicrres, 1o seek your engageinent i thiy process (o contribure 1
ereating a eonductive environment for the success of the endeavor at
hanel, as the Arab group wonld like 10 avold unnacessary divergencs
over the isswe during 1he forthcoming Third I’réparctr‘cn‘.‘;'.? Connnitrae
oz e 2015 Review Conterence, ra b held in A pril-Aday 20( L

Leboated o1t
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The Arab Stares believe vt o serious and construcrive
process requires Jormal prepararory meerings for the conference,
ane thar these meetings should be held by the Facilitator under UN

AN through the process. the 4rab Swates have repectedh
requesied thar prepaiaiory meetings for the conference should he
held under rhe UN umbrella. The Arab States perceive the UN s the
cuardian af the mandute (nd termys of reference of the postponed
2012 conference will be preserved by all parties concerned,

Finally, I would like ro express our appreciation -for. the
tireless efforts exerted by vour Fligh Representarive, Ms. Angéla
Kane. In addition. we believe rher vour personal involvement af this
crucial juncture would help in giving momentem to the process..

. Please aceept, Excellency.

the asswances of niy highest
consideration. ' ' ‘

Sincercly,

et i i T
- - s,

~.
N i
Secretary Genaral

.
T

+

ILE N Ban Ki XMoo
Secrerary General,
LU'nited Nutions

RELY AT

TOTAL P.17
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