CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY

Excellencies,

guidelines on migration Management globally. The GCM
€ncourages us to take the right measures at the national level
while strengthening COoperation at the international level. It

aims to improve migration Management systems within
countries. And it aims to facilitate a real dialogue between
countries of origin, transit and destination.



With respect to our policies and measures on the national level,
the key areas of the GCM already are well-integrated in the
migration policies of the Dutch government.,

The GCM and the Global Compact on Refugees are fully in line
with the Dutch Government's integrated agenda on migration.
We are convinced that migration can only be properly managed
along the whole migratory route.

The Netherlands is a strong intemational partner in
development, and will continue to be so. Over the next few
years, the Netherlands will devote €ven more resources on
cooperation with its partners to address root causes of
migration and to strengthen national migration management
systems.

With regard to regular migration, the Netherlands provides for
a number of different opportunities, including for employment,

purposes, study and family reunification. As a member of the
European Union, the Netherlands is also part of a well-
established framework that facilitates regional migration.

At home, we have further intensified our efforts to promote
integration of reqgular migrants, prevent irregular stay and
combat exploitation, smuggling and trafficking in persons.

Of course, return and reintegration are also an important part
of this agenda. The Netherlands therefore welcomes the
opportunity provided by the GCM to improve co-operation on



this important issue. Like other countries of destination, the
Netherlands faces an increasing problem of irregular migrants
misusing the asylum system - after exhausting legal remedies -
who have no more right to stay in our country, yet cannot be
returned. There's nothing positive about not being able to
return to your home country.

Ladies and gentlemen, we all know that safe, orderly and
regular migration is the ONLY way for a global migration
system to function. Therefore, it is crucial that all states
recognize their obligation to readmit their own nationals. In the
spirit of the GCM, the Netherlands will continue to work with all
countries to ensure swift, safe and dignified returns.

In the same spirit of co-operation, the Nethedands will make
use of the opportunity in the General Assembly to deliver a
joint explanation of position in order to prevent
misunderstandings. Together with other European states we
will present our assessment of the GCM as a legally non-
binding instrument. At the core of this assessment is the
recognition of the sovereignty of states to develop national
migration policies, including the right to distinguish between
legal and illegal migrants. Equally important, we will underline
the need to respect the human rights of all migra nts as set out
in existing Treaties.

Your excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, in conclusion, the
Netherlands is committed to make the Global Compact on
Migration an effective tool for international co-operation. We
should all seize the opportunity to strengthen migration
management to the benefit of all.



Finally, as we didn’t have the Opportunity to do so earlier, [
want to extend My compliments to 3| those who have worked





