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solutions is required that includes ownership by Governments, leadership by
Governments in forging strategic partnerships, focusing on agriculture as an engine of
economic growth, increased resources for the agricultural sector and rural development,
and the need for investments from both national and donor sources.

Ministerial Declaration

The Ministerial Declaration, adopted on 10 July 2007, reaffirmed the commitment of the
Member States of the Council to prioritize actions and allocate resources to eliminate
hunger and malnutrition in all countries and to undertake measures to increase access of
malnourished people to food. The Declaration underlined the key actions needed to make
progress on the reduction of poverty and hunger, ranging from empowerment of women,
promotion of micro-finance, to promoting improvement of health, including enhancing
fight against HIV/AIDS and other major diseases, reducing child mortality and improving
maternal health. The Declaration reaffirmed the responsibility of all countries to support
the achievement of MDG 1 but also recognized the need for global programmes to
support the efforts of developing countries. The Declaration also recognized the value of
developing innovative sources of financing from various sources on public, private,
domestic and external bases in order to increase and supplement traditional sources of
financing. The Declaration further requested that ECOSOC consider reviewing its
existing mechanisms and, where needed, take appropriate action to ensure effective
review and implementation of the outcomes of the major United Nations conferences and
summits in the economic, social and related fields.



