
 

Thematic Debate 

The 2009 thematic debate will focus on “Current global and national trends and their impact on 
social development, including health”. In addition to the plenary debate, two parallel roundtable 
dialogues will take place on various aspects of the theme.  

Panel 1: “Social trends and emerging challenges and their impact on public health: Renewing 
our commitment to the vulnerable in a time of crisis”, 9 July 2009, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm  

The roundtable will seek to understand the effects of recent macroeconomic trends on 
employment, social cohesion, on public spending in social areas and on malnutrition and health 
challenges.  With regard to longer-term demographic trends, the dialogue will address changing 
age structure, urbanization and migration and their impact on public health.  

Panel 2: “Trends in aid and aid effectiveness in the health sector”, 9 July 2009, 3:00-5:35 pm  

The roundtable will seek to understand the recent trends in aid to the health sector, the effects 
of recent financial crisis on the emerging aid architecture in the sector and how aid coordination 
mechanisms, including the Paris Declaration, can have a positive impact on health outcomes for 
the poorest and most vulnerable. 

Participation 
 
There will be high-level participation at the thematic debate: 
 
- Olivier Kamitatu Etsu, Minister of Planning, The Democratic Republic of Congo 
- Anna Tibaijuka, Executive Director, UN-Habitat 
- Eckhard Deutscher, Chair, OECD/DAC  
- Anders Nordström, Director General, Sida, Sweden  
- Michel Kazatchkine, Executive Director, GFATM  
 
 
 


