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Sra, Presidenta, Sr. Relator, distinguidos Delegados, Senoras y Senores,

Espana agradece la invitacion al Seminario Regional sobre l  Aplicacion del Tercer
Decenio Internacional para la Erradicacion del Colonialismo (2011-2020), que este ano
se centra en acelerar la descolonizacidn mediante un compromiso renovado y medidas
pragmaticas, objetivo con el que estamos plenamente comprometidos. Agradecemos, una
vez mas, la hospitalidad del Gobierno de Granada y su generosidad a la bora de acoger
este nuevo seminario regional sobre la descolonizacion, como ya lo hizo los pas dos 9 a
11 de mayo de 2018.

Sra. Presidenta,

La descolonizacion es una de las prioridades de Naciones Unidas y uno de los campos
donde la Organizacion mas ha avanzado desde su creacion. Gracias a ello el final de la
lacra que es el colonialismo esta mas cerca. Sin emba go, siguen persistiendo
situaciones coloniales -como la de Gibraltar, que lesiona la integridad territorial de
Esp na,- que nos recuerdan que no debemos cejar en nuestro empefio por erradicar este
anacronismo historico en pleno siglo XXI, especialmente ahora que estamos en la
segunda mitad del periodo de vigencia del Tercer Decenio y su Plan de Accion, que
Espana apoya plenamente.

En el impulse de este proceso descolonizador, el Comite de los 24 tiene un papel de
primer orden que desempenar, por lo que aprovechare esta oportunidad para expresar el
mas firme y categorico apoyo de Espana a la labor desempenada hasta el momento, asi
como a su trabajo future, animandole a seguir con la misma constancia y perseverancia
con el fin de que todos podamos ver el fin del colonialismo.

Sra. Presidenta,

Agradezco tambien la oportunidad que se nos ofrece de trasladar la posicion espanola
sobre el contencioso de Gibraltar.

Es muy sencilla: demos cumplimiento a lo que Naciones Unidas dice.

Permltanme, por tanto, recordar brevemente el origen historico y la doctrina de las
Naciones Unidas sobre la cuestion de Gibraltar, que, como digo, Espana asume
enteramente.

El contencioso de Gibraltar, unica colonia existente en Europa, es un vestigio de los
conflictos dinasticos del Antiguo Regimen. La Plaza fue ocupada en 1704, durante la
Guerra de Sucesion espafiola, por un  flota anglo holandesa en nombre del Archiduque
Carlos de Austria, pretendiente al trono espanol. Quiero tambien destacar que los
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espanoles que habitaban Gibraltar entonces, los autenticos gibraltarenos, fueron
oblig dos por el ocupante a aba donar el lugar. En el Tratado de Utrecht de 13 de julio
de 1713, el Rey de Espana cedio Gibraltar a la Reina de Gran Bretan . Ahora bien, el
artlculo X especific  cl ramente que se cedio: la ciudad y el castillo de Gibraltar junto
con su puerto, defensas y fortalezas que le pertenecen, Y nada mas.

El istmo que une el Pefion con la Peninsula no fue cedido nunca por Espana al Reino
Unido ni por el Tratado de Utrecht ni en ningiin otro momento, sino que fue ocupado
ilegalmente por el Reino Unido, En efecto, en el siglo XIX, Espana permitio al Reino
Unido, por r zones humanitarias, establecer unos campamentos provisionales para
evitar el contagio de la poblacion del Penon, afectada por una epidemia de fiebre
amarilla. La epidemia paso, pero los britanicos, lejos de agradecer el gesto humanitario
de Espan , no se retir ron del Istmo y en 1909 el Reino Unido construia una Verja,
acotando la zona e intentando consolidar as  la ocupacion ilegal de territorio espanol.

Espana no ha asentido nunca ni expresa ni tacitamente a esta ocupacion y siempre y en
todos los foros internacionales ha senalado que no cumple los requisites del Derecho
Internacional para la adquisicion de soberanla. As  pues, la ocupacion del istmo carece
de tltulo, es ilegal y contraria al Derecho Internacional. Y otro tanto cabe decir de las
aguas en torno a Gibraltar o del espacio aereo supr yacente: Espafia no reconoce como
propios del Reino Unido otros espacios que los comprendidos en el articulo X del
Tratado de Utrecht.

Permitanme recordar ahor  la doctrina de Naciones Unidas sobre la cuestion de
Gibraltar y sus principa s hitos,

Desde 1965, l  Asamblea General de Naciones Unidas viene pronunciandose cada ano
sobre el contencioso de Gibraltar, pidiendo a Espana y Reino Unido llegar a un acuerdo
sobre su descolonizacion. Seamos claros: aqui hay que poner fin a una situacion
colonial y por eso es un asunto competencia de este Comite y por este motivo viene
incluyendose cada ano en su agenda.

En aplic cion del capitulo XI de la Carta de la ONU, el Reino Unido registro en 1946 a
Gibr ltar como "territorio no autonomo". Desde 1963 Gibraltar fue incluido en la lista
de territorios sometidos a descolonizacion, dentro del ambito de actuacion de este
Comite.

La propuesta inicial recomendando negociaciones bilaterales entre el Reino Unido y
Espana para aplicar la resolucion 1514 (XV) sobre concesion de independencia a los
paises y pueblos coloniales en relacion con Gibraltar tiene lugar el 16 de octubre de
1964 por parte del Comite de los 24. Esta propuesta es confirmada por la resolucion
2070 (XX) de 1965 de la AGNU en la que se invita a las dos partes a iniciar, sin
dilacion alguna, conversaciones,

La resolucion 2231 de 1966 (XXI)  invit  a las dos partes a que continuen sus
negociaciones, teniendo en cuenta los intereses de la poblacion del Territorio y pide a l 
Potencia Administradora que acelere, sin ningun obstaculo, y en consulta con el
Gobierno de Espana, la descolonizacion de Gibraltar .
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Y, tal vez la mas importante, la resolucion 2353 (XXII) de 1967 insta la
descolonizacion conforme al principio de la integridad territorial (recogido en el parrafo
6 de la resolucidn 1514) al tiempo que condena el referendum celebrado por la Potenci 
Administradora el 10 de septiembre de 1967.

Por ultimo, no quiero dejar de mencionar la resolucion 2429 (XXIII) de 1968 pues
marca una fecha para poner fin a la situacion colonial de Gibraltar. Asi dice el parrafo
operative 3 dice:  Se pide a la Potencia administradora que ponga termino a la situacion
colonial de Gibraltar antes del 1 de octubre de 1969 .

Sra. Presidenta,

Todos los anos, en las Conclusiones de los Seminaries Region les sobre
Descolonizacion, en coherencia con la doctrina de Naciones Unidas sobre este asunto,
se recuerda la necesidad de llevar a la practica el llamamiento de las Naciones Unidas a
Espana y al Reino Unido p ra que celebren conversaciones sobre la cuestion de
Gibraltar, para que lleguen, en el espiritu de la Declaracion de Bruselas de 27 de
noviembre de 1984 y escuchando los intereses de la poblacion de Gibraltar, a una
solucion definitiva y negociada de la controversia, a la luz de las resoluciones
pertinentes de la Asamblea General y los principios aplicables, y de conformidad con el
espiritu de la Carta de las Naciones Unidas. Se trata por tanto de lenguaje consolidado
de este Comite, como puede comprobarse en las conclusiones de 2018 y anteriores.

Esta recomendacion retoma la esencia del primer parrafo de la Decision de Consenso
que afio tras ano, desde hace mas de dos decadas, Espana y el Reino Unido proponen
conjuntamente al Presidente de la Cuarta Comision.

Sra. Presidenta,

La situacion de flagrante violacion de la integridad territorial de mi pais hace
claramente distinto el caso de Gibraltar al de otros territories sometidos a
descolonizacion. Tal como ha senalado Naciones Unidas en diversas ocasiones, el
proceso descolonizador debe seguir un enfoque  caso por caso . Asi, por las razones
historicas y juridic s anteriormente descritas, y frente a equivocos artificialmente
creados, Naciones Unidas ha sefialado con claridad que, en el proceso de
descolonizacion de Gibr ltar, el principio que debe regir no es el de fibre determinacion
sino el de restitucion de la integridad territorial espanola, amputada con la presencia de
la colonia en su territorio.

Esta especificidad, es decir, la aplicacion del principio de restitucion de la integridad
territorial espanola, debe de ser subrayada precisamente para entender la particularidad
de este contencioso.

Afio tras afio, Espafia se ha referido en este foro a la situaci n colonial de Gibraltar y a
la reiterada doctrina de Naciones Unidas sobre la descolonizacidn de este territorio.
Espafia ha invitado repetidamente al Reino Unido, un pais amigo, socio y aliado, a que
cumpla el mandate de Naciones Unidas y negocie sobre Gibraltar en los terminos que
las propias Naciones Unidas establecen.
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Esta es la via para solucionar este caso de descolonizacion, mediante el dialogo y el
cumplimiento de las decisiones de Naciones Unidas. Como pals que cree en una
sociedad internacional basada en el derecho, este es el camino que hemos escogido;
invitamos de nuevo al Reino Unido a que lo recorra con nosotros.

Permltame finalizar reiterando nuestro reconocimiento as  como nuestro compromiso
con el meritorio trabajo desarrollado por el Comite de los 24, as! como por la
encomiable labor desempenada por las Naciones Unidas en materia de descolonizacion.

Muchas gracias Sra. Presidenta,
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jjrteryention of Spain iij the Caribbean Re ional Seminar on the theme:

Implementation of the Third International Decade for the Elimination of

Colonialism: acceleratin  decolonization through renewed commitment and

pra matic measures 

St George s. Grenada, May 2-4, 2019

Madam Chair, Mr. Rapporteur, distinguished Delegates, ladies and gentle en,

Spain appreciates the invitation to the regional seminar on the implementation of the
Third International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism (2011-2020) that will
focus this year on accelerating decolonization through a renewed compromise and
pragmatic measures, an objective to which we are fully committed.

We also thank the hospitality of the Government of Grenada and its generosity hosting
this new regional seminar on decolonization after hosting its last session from 9 to 11
May 2018.

Madam Chair,

Decolonization is one of the key priorities of the United Nations and one of the fields
where the Organization has achieved major progress since its creation. Thanks to its
work, the end of this scourge that is colonialism is nearer. However, some colonial
situations still remain, as it is the case of Gibraltar, which harms Spain s territorial
integrity. Those situations remind us that we must not cease in our efforts to eradicate
this historical anachronism that persists in the 21st century, especially now that we are
facing the second half of the enforcement of the Third International Decade and its
Action Plan, that Spain fully endorses.

The Committee of the 24 has to perform a leading role in the effort behind this process
of decolonization and I would like to take this opportunity to express the firmest and
most categorical Spanish support to the role that this Committee has been playing in
the past and will play in the future, encouraging it to pursue its goal with the same
perseverance, so that we will all see the end of colonialism.

Madam Chair,

I would also like to thank the opportunity to convey the Spanish position on the
controversy about Gibraltar.
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It is quite simple: the decisions of the United Nations must be implemented.

Allow me thus to briefly recall the historical origins and the United Nations doctrine on
the issue of Gibraltar which, as already mentioned, Spain fully subscribes.

The issue of Gibraltar, the sole colony existing in Europe, is a vestige of the dynastic
conflicts of the old Regime in Europe. The fortress was occupied in 1704, during the
Spanish War of Succession by an Anglo-Dutch fleet in the name of the archduke
Charles of Austria, pretender to the Spanish throne. I would also like to underline that
the Spanish inhabitants of Gibraltar, which are the true Gibraltarians, were compelled
by the occupier to abandon their land. In the Utrecht Treaty of the 13th of July 1713,
the King of Spain ceded Gibraltar to the Queen of Great Britain. However, Article X of
the Treaty clearly specifies what was ceded: the city and the castle of Gibraltar as well
as its harbour, defenses and fortresses that belong to it. Nothing else.

The isthmus that links the Rock to the peninsula was never ceded by Spain to the
United Kingdom neither by the Utrecht Treaty nor in any subsequent moment: instead,
it was illegally occupied by the United Kingdom. As a matter of fact, in the 19th century
Spain allowed the United Kingdom to locate some temporary settlements for
humanitarian reasons in order to prevent the spread amongst the population of the
Rock of a yellow fever epidemic. Once the epidemic was over, the British did not
express any gratitude for such a humanitarian gesture and did not retreat from the
isthmus. In 1909 the United Kingdom raised a Fence, thus closing the area in an
attempt to illegally consolidate its occupation of a portion of Spanish territory.

Spain has never agreed either explicitly or tacitly to this occupation and has made
clear that it does not comply with the requisites of the International Law for the
acquisition of sovereignty. In consequence, Spain considers that the occupation of the
isthmus is illegal and contrary to International Law. This is also true for the waters
surrounding Gibraltar and the aerial space above it since Spain does not recognize as
belonging to the United Kingdom other spaces than those included in Article X of the
Utrecht Treaty.

Allow me now to recall the doctrine of the United Nations on the issue of Gibraltar and
its principal milestones:

Ever since 1965 the General Assembly of the UN keeps referring every year to the
question of Gibraltar, asking Spain and the United Kingdom to reach an agreement on
its decolonization. Let s be clear, this is about putting an end to a colonial situation
and that is why it is within the remit of this Committee and it is included year after year
in its agenda.

In application of Chapter XI of the Charter of the United Nations (Declaration
Regarding Non-Self-Governing Territories) in 1946 the United Kingdom registered
Gibraltar on the list of Non-Self-Governing Territories. Since 1963, Gibraltar has been
included on the list of territories subject to decolonization.

The initial proposal recommending bilateral negotiations between the UK and Spain
to implement Resolution 1514 (XV) regarding the concession of independence to the
colonial countries and territories in relation with Gibraltar, took place in the 16th of
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October 1964 by the Committee of the 24. This proposal was then confirmed by
Resolution 2070 (XX) of 1965 of the United Nations General Assembly by which both
parties are invited to initiate talks, without further delay.

Resolution 2231 of 1966 (XXI)  calls upon the two parties to continue their
negotiations, taking into account the interests of the people of the Territory, and asks
the administering Power to expedite, without any hindrance, and in consultation with
the Government of Spain, the decolonization of Gibraltar .

And, probably the most relevant, Resolutions 2353(XXII) of 1967 urges for
decolonization according to the principle of territorial integrity (included in paragraph
6 of Resolution 1514) while condemning the "referendum  organized by the
administering Power on the 1st of September 1967.

Finally, I do not want to miss the opportunity to refer to Resolution 2429 (XXIII) of 1968
since it fixes a date to put an end to the colonial situation of Gibraltar. In this line,
operative paragraph 3 "requests the administering Power to terminate the colonial
situation in Gibraltar no later than 1 October 1969”

Madam Chair,

Every year, in the conclusions of the regional seminars on decolonization, in
coherence with the doctrine of the United Nations on the issue, it is recalled the need
to put into practice the appeal made by the UN to Spain and the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland to “hold talks on the question of Gibraltar in order
to reach, in the spirit of the Brussels Agreement of 27 November 1984 and listening to
the interests of the population of Gibraltar, a definitive and negotiated solution of the
controversy in the light of the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and the
applicable principles and with the spirit of the Charter of the UN ”. Therefore, it
has become consolidated language of this Committee, as it can be inferred from the
conclusions of 2018 and of previous years.

This recommendation takes into account the essence of the first paragraph of the
Consensus decision which, year after year, for more than two decades, Spain and the
UK jointly propose to the President of the Fourth Commission.

Madam Chair,

The situation of flagrant violation of the territorial integrity of my country clearly makes
the case of Gibraltar different from that of other territories subject to decolonization.
As the United Nations has pointed out in several occasions, the decolonization
process must follow a “case by case  approach. Thus, for the historical and legal
reasons previously described, and in order to distance it from artificially created
misunderstandings, the United Nations has clearly indicated that, in the process of
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decolonization of Gibraltar, the principle that must govern is not that of self-
determination but that of restitution of the Spanish territorial integrity, amputated with
the presence of this colony in its territory.

This specificity, that is, the application of the principle of restitution of the Spanish
territorial integrity, must be underlined in order to understand the particularity of this
contentious issue.

Year after year Spain has raised in this forum the colonial situation of Gibraltar and
the reiterated doctrine of the United Nations on the decolonization of this territory.
Spain has repeatedly invited the UK, a friend, partner and ally to comply with the UN
mandate and to negotiate over Gibraltar in the terms set by the UN itself.

This is the way forward to solve this case of decolonization, through dialogue and
through implementation of the UN Decisions. As a country that believes in an
international society based on the rule of law, this is the path that we have chosen: we
invite again the United Kingdom to meet us there.

Madam Chair,

Allow me to conclude by insisting in our recognition and our compromise with the good
work done by the Committee of the 24, as well as with the commendable work carried
out by the UN regarding the issues of decolonization.

Thank you very much.
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