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United Nations Partnerships with Civil Society on the                       
Millennium Development Goals 

Sponsored by NGO Section of the United Nations Department of Public Information 

Moderator:  Paul Hoeffel, Chief, NGO Section, United Nations Department of Public Information 
 

Speakers: Sarbuland Khan , Director, Division for the Economic and Social Council, Support and 
Coordination, Department of Economic and Social Affairs; Executive Coordinator, 
United Nations Information and Communications Technologies (ICT) Task Force 
Elaine Michetti , Specialist, Partnership Development, United Nations Volunteers 
David Lazarus, Chief, United Nations Information Services, Bangkok 
Daniel Platz , NGO-Liaison, Financing for Development Office, Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs  
Nanette Braun, Communication Specialist, United Nations Development Fund for 
Women (UNIFEM) 
Hanifa Mezoui, Chief, NGO Section, Department of Economic and Social Affairs  

 (ECOSOC) 
Vincent McClean, Director, United Nations Office for Drug Control and Crime 
Prevention, New York Office 

Participants:  Approximately 180 
 
  Mr. Hoeffel explained that in this  Workshop, representatives from various United Nations offices 
would discuss their programmes relating to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), their work with 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and shared their strategies for overcoming local, national, and 
international obstacles to achieving the MDGs. He said "The United Nations adopted the Millennium 
Development Goals from their inception in 2000, and has embraced them as the central blue print for the 
economic and social work of the Organization over the next decade. However, not many people outside of 
the UN know about the MDGs, and this is what this Conference will address.” 

  Sarbuland Khan stated that the United Nations has been focusing on economic and social 
development work since the early 1950's, and what is different now with the adoption of the Millennium 
Development Goals is partnerships. According to Mr. Khan "the key change that has taken place is the 
recognition by the governments, the United Nations, and the civil society, that there is a need for 
partnerships to achieve the outcomes that we want to achieve."  

  In regards to changing the mentality of governments, multilateral institutions and the private 
sector, the NGOs are far ahead of the UN because they have been working together for a long time and 
delivering results. According to Mr. Khan, civil society is needed to engage the poor and tell the UN how 
to make this partnership work. Partnerships with civil society are needed nationally and globally to make 
the MDG's work and combined resources are needed to achieve the goals in 2015.  

  We are now at a critical stage in preparation for the 2005 General Assembly which will review the 
first five years of the MDGs (MDGs+5). We have to make sure that all partners have their feet to the fire 
and that everyone delivers. Civil society has to make sure that this happens and that everyone abides by his 
or her responsibilities.  

  A question was asked, "Ho w does a NGO hook up with the Economic and Social Council to 
communicate with them and let them know that they are out there?" Mr. Khan replied that "ECOSOC has a 



website and an NGO Section, but we would like to engage you at the Regional Constituencies Forums, and 
then come to ECOSOC next July in 2005 ."  

  Elaine Michetti stated that the UN Volunteers programme (UNV) has placed the MDGs at the 
center of their mission and she wished to illustrate with two projects. 

  The first project is devoted to educating and raising awareness about the MDG's to mobilize 
millions of people to hold their governments accountable for the promises made. You cannot hold your 
government accountable if you do not know what they have promised to do.  

Ms. Michetti added, "the second reason for raising awareness of the MDGs is that it fosters a 
rights-based approach to development." In Brazil UNV launched a solidarity school campaign. Within that 
campaign, the "UN Volunteers are working with an NGO and UNESCO to implement a nationwide 
campaign that will bring the MDGs into over 20,000 schools." This campaign is designed to get the 
students involved with volunteer activities in order to support the MDG goals.The schools involved in the 
campaign will be receiving a tool kit named "Eight Ways to Change the World" that provides information 
regarding the MDGs and volunteerism.  

  The second project that Ms. Michetti describes is less about awareness and more about 
contributing to MDG goal number three (promote gender equality and empower women) and goal number 
five (improve maternal health). In three small island developing states, and specifically in Fiji (there is a 
UN volunteer working on women's rights).  

 David Lazarus reported on a survey that was carried out with NGOs at a meeting last year in 
Bangkok. NGOs were asked how much they were promoting the MDGs in their various countries, and Mr. 
Lazarus provided the following questions and responses from his survey. 

Question 1 :  Where did you learn about the MDGs? 
Answer:    50 per cent stated that they learned about them through the UN website and our UN  
  information kits. 20 per cent learned of them through the media.  14 per cent from other  
  NGOs 

Question 2:  Do any of your campaigns promote the MDGs directly?  
Answer:   56 per cent stated that they do not directly promote the MDGs.  

Question 3:  What do you perceive to be the most effective way to reach your target audience? 
Answer:  Cooperation between the UN and the media. This includes using the Internet and Internet 
  radio, cooperation between the UN and local authorities through focus group discussions  
  and cooperation between the UN and NGOs through information campaigns.  

Question 4 :  Do you encourage your target audience to take ownership of the goals?  
Answer:  They stated that they are not very successful due to the problem of comprehension of the  
  MDGs among the poor. They are unable to reach the poor, and felt helpless to reach  
  them, and in most cases the NGOs did not know how to encourage poor people to take  
  ownership of the MDGs. According to Mr. Lazarus this may indicate to us that perhaps  
  we should be translating the MDGs to into more local languages or as illustrations. 

   Daniel Platz highlighted the link between the Monterrey Consensus and goal number eight 
(creating global partnerships for development) of the Millennium Development Goals. Its targets, which 
include an open, rule-based trading and financial system, more generous aid to countries committed to 
poverty reduction, and relief for the debt problems of developing countries, reiterated some of the key 
commitments made and agreements reached at the International Conference on Financing for Development 
in March 2002.  



 
 Following an innovative approach to support the goal of building global partnerships for 
development, the Financing for Development Office, within the UN Department for Economic and Social 
Affairs, had just launched three sets of so-called "multi-stakeholder" consultations. The consultations 
would include governments, international financial and tra de institutions as well as civil society and the 
private sector. Regional and global events would be held in the period from 2004-2005 and the findings of 
the consultations would feed into the 2005 High-level dialogue of the General Assembly on Financing for 
Development. 
 
 Mr. Platz went on to state that the first set of consultations was organized by the World Economic 
Forum in cooperation with DESA. It would focus on the effectiveness of private-public partnerships and 
ways of improving the climate for private investment flows. The second set was organized by the Financing 
for Development Office itself and would provide a forum for in-depth consultations on the issues of debt 
sustainability and the challenge of how to build a more inclusive financial sector. For the third set civil 
society was taking the lead. The New Rules for Global Finance Coalition, a Washington-based NGO, 
would organize a series of regional and global meetings to discuss systemic issues of relevance to the 
Monterrey Consensus and Financing for Development. A significant part of this set of consultations would 
examine the decision-making processes of the existing global rule-making institutions such as the World 
Bank, the IMF, the Bank for International Settlements and the Financial Stability Forum.  

In concluding, Mr. Platz highlighted the important role civil society was playing in all of these 
activities. He urged all participants to remain deeply engaged in the Financing for Development process 
and visit the Financing for Development website at www.un.org/esa/ffd. 

 Nanette Braun explained that UNIFEM is focusing on women's empowerment and equality (MDG 
number 3). She stated that "the achievement of gender equality is not only a goal in itself, but the 
empowerment of women is also considered a key to achieving all other goals as they relate to maternal 
health, or HIV/AIDS or reducing poverty.”  

  Ms. Braun cited the steps to "reduce poverty, hold the spread of HIV/AIDS, reduce violence 
against women, and work to achieve gender equality in democratic governments." She spoke about Asia 
and how UNIFEM is working to improve the situation for migrant women workers and promoting their 
contribution to their national economies. In Africa there is a strong focus on working with women's 
organizations on poverty issues so that "their voices can be heard in dialogue with policy makers."  

Ms. Braun also stated that "we are working on the basis that while gender equality is not new and 
great advancements have been made." Next year will be the five-year review of the MDGs, and is the 10-
year review of the Beijing Platform for Action. UNIFEM will be working very closely with women's 
organizations to link these two interrelated review processes. 

 Hanifa Mezoui described how ECOSOC networks to create partnerships with their 2, 500 
associated NGOs. She stated that they have "identified coordinators around the world because they did not 
wait for the MDGs, or this conference; we were already working towards these goals, and we asked the 
NGOs to help us."  

Ms. Mezoui stated that they are also "conducting operational workshops on what we are doing 
worldwide and country by country." An example was presented in Montego Bay, Jamaica, where they are 
asking how to "reach the national and local NGOs who do not have access to the Internet, do not know 
what the MDGs are about, and they do not know that they are in the midst of our goal." Before going to a 
location they ask the coordinator to gather a minimum of 10 NGOs and a maximum of 100 NGOs to 
participate. Additionally, at those meetings "we bring them the MDGs and at the end of the session we 
usually have a plan and declaration and a binding document that we bring to ECOSOC." 



  Vincent McClean discussed organized crime and corruption as they relate to the MDGs.  Many 
"development practitioners and other people who care about the MDGs  shy away from issues like 
organized crime and corruption."  The reason for this is that it is typically regarded as an area for law 
enforcement specialists . Sometimes NGOs see crime issues as too political or too difficult to engage.  

  Mr. McClean said that "UNODC believes that organized crime and corruption presents serious 
problems for good government, the rule of law, and economic and social stability, and we believe that 
addressing these issues effectively is critical to the achievement of the MDGs. The Member States have to 
ensure that justice and law enforcement institutions are sufficiently robust to deal with the charges." This 
includes having effective criminal intelligence, and effective counter-corruptive institutions and strategies.  

  He explained that there is a need to have "transparent national accounts, asset disclosure by 
ministers and senior officials, and adequate remediation levels for public servants." These steps are 
required in order for progress to be made regarding effective political leadership at a national level, and the 
involvement and support of civil society is required. Mr. McClean further indicated that in order to achieve 
these goals, cooperation across the board  is required "in the form of exchange of criminal intelligence, 
extradition arrangements, provisions for repatriation of assets and joint operations against trafficking of 
drugs and weapons."  



 
 

Winning Ways: Media Approaches that Work 

Sponsored by Media Subcommittee of the 57th Annual DPI/NGO Conference Planning Committee,           
International Public Relations Association, International Association of Applied Psychology,                                                     

World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts, World Council for Psychotherapy 

Moderator: Judy Kuriansky, Journalist and Professor of Psychology, Columbia University Teachers 
College; Representative to the United Nations, International Association of Applied 
Psychology and the Representative to the United Nations, World Council for 
Psychotherapy  

 
Speakers: Alex Hermann, Internal and External Global Communications, IBM  

Michael Hodin, Vice President of Corporate Affairs , Europe/Canada, Pfizer; Member, 
Council on Foreign Relations; Board Chair, Business Council of International 
Understanding  
Judy Lewis , Executive Vice President and Co-founder, Strategic Objectives 

Participants:  Approximately 200+ 

 
Judy Kuriansky opened the workshop by describing MDG 8 as helping the world media  discover 

and report on the MDGs . The workshop focused on winning methods NGOs can use to approach the media 
with their stories of interest. The panel of communication experts presented media approaches in three 
major areas: print, electronic and new media.  
 

Through his experience, Imraan Munshi believes that one of the most important steps in 
approaching the media is for an NGO to have a vision. An NGO must develop a comprehensive 
communications plan with a clear strategy. The media is not a public relations agent for the NGO. The 
media will ignore any story that is presented in a self-serving manner. A concise communication plan will 
keep the NGOs vision in the forefront. Mr. Munshi explained the various steps needed to get MDG issues 
into the print media including making stories newsworthy, being prepared and informed, and understanding 
the media. The stories that make big news are interesting, controversial or deal with new topics. An NGO 
has many characteristics that are appealing to the media. They are not-for-profit organizations with little or 
no financial conflicts. They are credible sources that are working in the interest of people in need. NGOs 
work and understand the facts at grassroot  levels. 
   

 “In our increasingly busy world, we demand instant news  that provide credible reporting in a 
concise format. Television and radio hold tremendous potential for communicating your messages. The key 
is to unlock this potential to benefit your cause,” stated Judy Lewis. A large part of her success is rooted in 
s trategies and approaches that capture media attention and generate influential TV and radio coverage. She 
shared many of these ideas during the workshop including pitching your story to the appropriate media; 
knowing the standards within the industry on how the media receives your story; the success of a PhotoOp; 
and choosing the right spokesperson.  
 
  Alex Hermann described new media as a new target audience for the NGOs. He defined new 
media as: “a generic term for the many different forms of electronic communication that are made possible 
through the use of computer technology. The term is in relation to “old” media forms, such as print 
newspapers and magazines that are static representations of text and graphics.” (www.webopedia.com)  Mr. 
Hermann offered essential advice for communication between new media and NGOs: be creative, stay 
informed, identify the communication culture of an organization; first use new media with your internal 
audience, and then choose the right media for your communication activity. 
 
  Communication strategy is crucial for the success of the MDGs and in the telling the story of an 



NGO. An organization needs to be informed, trained, and prepared to have success with the media. 
Workshop communication experts emphasized the need to build a relationship with journalists. During the 
open discussion, the attendees agreed that the key to a successful media approach for the MDGs and 
organizations is one- on- one relationship with the journalist that gives a vision and voice to the story.   



Transnational Families: Adjusting to New Global Realities 

Sponsored by Child Welfare League of America, World Federation of Ukrainian Women’s Organizations, 
International Federation for Home Economics, International Union of Psychological Science, Center for 

Migration Studies, International Federation for Business and Professional Women, International 
Immigrants Foundation 

 
Moderator:  David Roth, Representative to the United Nations, Child Welfare League of America 
 
Speakers: Rosa Perla Resnick, Chairperson and Representative to the United Nations, International 

Immigrants Foundation; Representative to the United Nations, International Association 
of Gerontology; United Nations Representative, International Association of Social Work 
Eva Sandis, Representative to the United Nations, Center for Migration Studies; 
Representative to the United Nations, International Council of Psychologists  

 
The content of this workshop focused around a recently developing and ever-increasing 

phenomenon: transnational families. This vulnerable and particular demographic is diverse and as such, has 
diverse needs. Speakers looked at transnational families through the lens of three particular MDGs: 
poverty, gender equality and child development. Successfully meeting the criteria of the MDGs would 
significantly improve the conditions and living standards of this migrant population and those cherished 
family members they must leave behind. 
 

Eva Sandis expressed concern about the effects of globalization on family structure. Globalization 
has wrought economic expansion, but has also led to unequal economic growth with great disparities 
between “have” and “have not” regions. The growth and disparity has stimulated a worldwide migration 
trend, where migrants seek to improve their living standards by immigrating to a more advantageous labour 
market. This evolving global reality undermines the cohesive family unit because the conditions of 
migration contain age and gender imbalances.  Interest in transnational families is not solely for those who 
move, but also of the non-movers. To relieve the stress of the transnational existence, some positive steps 
were suggested to end agricultural subsidies, including putting an end to the smuggling and trafficking of 
people and children, and creating public support services  and friendly policies such as the promotion of the 
female as the head of household.     

 
Rosa Perla Resnick discussed the varying experiences of those who emigrate, as well as the 

experiences of those who have chosen to stay behind and why they choose to do so. The opportunities 
offered by migration lead to a divide across generations. Younger people are emboldened by the hope of 
economic empowerment and are more willing to undergo upheaval to attain that empowerment. The level 
to which they are capable of assimilating and integrating into their new society is substantially higher than 
that of the more senior generations. Older people find it more difficult to pick up a new language, new 
customs, and to learn about a  new environment. They are more comfortable in their own surroundings, 
values, and culture. As transnational families increase, it is suggested that nations help migrants adapt and 
integrate quicker and more efficiently, and help migrants maintain their cultural identities. 

 
The panel offered insight into the consequences for transnational families of push/pull migration. 

There was a general consensus that governments and we, as citizens, must do more to relieve the significant 
strain put upon transnational families, and to realize that their contribution to GDP and labour market relief 
is beneficial to all.  

 



Earth Values in Action 

Sponsored by Congregation of Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace, Findhorn Foundation, Maryknol l 

Moderator:  Eleanor Rae , Founder and Director, Center for Women, Earth and the Divine;  
   Member of the coordinating Counsel, Earth Values Caucus  
 
Speakers: May East, Ecovillage Project, Education Coordinator; Findhorn Foundation Ecovillage  
  Mitchell Capitan, President, Eastern Navajo Dine Against Uranium Mining  
   Suzanne Golas, Founder and Director, WATERSPIRIT  
 
Participants:  Approximately 100 
 
 May East first offered a basic understanding of ecofeminism (ecology/feminism), then commented 
that “developed” countries have different lived experiences regarding this movement than do “developing” 
countries.  Based on her grass roots work in the forested areas of Brazil, she has found that the women 
there still have a direct relationship with the land. Ms. East has also found that they are able to work with 
nature rather than against it through the grass root projects that rely on the sustainable use of the forests. 
There seems to be a basic understanding that the degradation of the forest can only lead to future poverty. 
In these projects, gender equality is also a prominent feature.  
 
 Mitchell Capitan spoke of his experience in co-founding and working with Eastern Navajo Dine 
Against Uranium Mining (ENDAUM). In November, 1994 , his wife Rita, brought to his attention an article 
on the front page of a local newspaper. Its headline was “Crownpoint Mining Gets Approval.” Based on his 
past experience while working for Mobil Oil in testing water following  uranium mining activities,  Mr. 
Capitan became convinced that there was little possibility that the water  affected by  mining could be 
returned to drinking quality. This led to his opposing the mining by founding ENDAUM, a fight that he is 
still waging for his people and for the Earth. 
 
 Suzanne Golas spoke of her experience with a programme in the United States and Canada that is 
sponsored by WATERSPIRIT, an ecological/spiritual organization.  In this programme, she works to bring 
attention to the local situation on water issues. She begins with the premise that water is sacred, a 
perspective shared by many religions. She explains the hydrological cycle and its role in shaping our 
planet. She then elicits  information from local people on how they treat water and asks what they can do 
locally. When she asked this question during the Midday NGO Interactive Workshop, following a 
discussion on the privatization of water, one attendee was moved to go out and sell her stock in Cola Coca, 
one of the major companies engaged in privatization.  
 
 

  
   



Girls Education:  Key to Fulfilling  
Millennium Development Goal Promises 

 
Sponsored by Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mercy International Association,                                          

Sisters of Notre Dame , Society of the Sacred Heart 
 
Moderator: Ann Scholz, Representative to the United Nations, Sisters of Notre Dame 
 
Speakers: Jean Augustine, Member of Parliament and Minister of State (Multiculturalism and 

Status of Women), Canada 
Cyril Mooney, Sister, Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary; Principal, Loreta Day School 
(Sealdah, Calcutta, India) 
Edith Asibey, Vice President and Chief Programs Officer, NetAid 

 
Participants:  Approximately 50 
 

Ann Scholz opened the session by discussing the many benefits of educating women and girls 
worldwide. Girls education is a potent tool in helping to reduce the spread of HIV/AIDS, to improve 
maternal health, and to advance economic welfare. Once educated, girls are less likely to be trafficked, less 
apt to be victims of abuse or violence, more apt to participate in the community, and more likely to improve 
the well- being of their families and societies. While 52 countries will achieve gender parity in education 
by 2015, almost 60 per cent of all countries are likely to miss this goal.   
 

Jean Augustine stressed the importance of girls’ education by explaining that it is the “single best 
development investment a country can make.” She emphasized that the largest factor in education disparity 
is gender, and the majority of uneducated people in the world are women and girls, especially in the 
world’s poorest countries. Ms. Augustine explained that education of women and girls  transforms  societies  
because it increases productivity and improves  family health, reduces overpopulation, and reduces rates of 
infant and maternal mortality. According to Ms. Augustine, some of the biggest challenges to equal access 
for girls are: social customs, poverty, time, support services, systemic bias and leadership. As a 
representative of the Canadian government, she reiterated her country’s pledge to the MDGs, in particular 
to ensuring that access to basic education, regardless of gender, is reached by 2015.   
 

Cyril Mooney, head of the Loreta Sealdah Day School in Calcutta has been on the front lines of 
girls  education in India for almost fifty years. She said that half the world’s children who are not in school 
live in India, where funding and resources are scarce. It is not unusual to have 147 children to one teacher 
and only six teachers for 800 girls. The Loreta Day School has a population of 1400 students, half from 
tuition- paying families and half from the slums of Calcutta.  
 

Sr. Mooney described many programmes offered by her school such as a Community Resource 
Center as well as  two teacher training programmes : one that trains girls by age ten to teach street children 
and another called “Barefoot Teacher Training” that trains rural teachers. Her school does not only teach 
curriculum but extends a welcoming hand into the community, giving every child a chance to learn, eat and 
a place to sleep.  
 

Edith Asibey described the online organization NetAid. This web site was created to utilize the 
Internet in order to fight poverty and mobilize support for developing countries and NGOs. A special focus 
for NetAid is the second MDG: achieving universal primary education. Most of the work is done online 
with an active member network of over 50,000  people. NetAid’s primary goal is awareness raising, 
bringing real stories of NGO projects to people with the ability and desire to fund them. 
 

The common theme throughout this seminar was: when you educate a girl, you educate a nation 
and that, in turn, is what transforms society in so many beneficial ways.  

 
 



 
 

Economic Security and Achieving the Millennium Development Goals 
 

Sponsored by Partnership for Indigenous Peoples Environment, NGO Committee on Disarmament, Peace 
and Security, International Observer for Non-Violence/Community of Nations for Peace, Peace Action 

 
 
Moderator:  Cora Weiss, President, Hague Appeal for Peace; Founder, Women Strike For Peace 
 
Speakers: Paul Burkholder, Project Manager, Economists Allied for Arms Reduction (ECAAR)  

Shirley Chesney, Representative to the United Nations, Peace Action 
Goodluck Diigbo, President, Partnership for Indigenous Peoples Environment  
Albert Konan-Kofi , President, Observatoire Int’l Pour La Nonviolence  
Lucy Law Webster, Institute for Global Policy; Representative to the United Nations 
and Board Member, Economists Allied for Arms Reduction; Vice Chair, International 
Council of the World Federalist Movement 
 

Participants:  Approximately 60 
 

Cora Weiss reviewed the MDGs stating that they reflect our ability to demonstrate commitment to 
human rights, good governance and democracy. A UN team recently reported “disturbing trends” in global 
military spending which will soon reach one trillion dollars annually compared to $50 to $60 billion spent 
on development aid. The United States  spent $151 billion on the Iraq war which equates to two  years of 
food for half of the world’s hungry, global aid treatment and prevention, clean water and sanitation 
throughout the developing world, and childhood immunization for all children in the developing world. Ms. 
Weiss believes that military budgets should not exceed health and education budgets and this equation for 
spending should be an international law; the MDGs can not be achieved if military spending remains at 
current levels . 
 

Shirley Chesney honoured Ms. Dorrie  Weiss who died recently. Ms. Cora Weiss started the 
“Creating Peace through the Arts” organization and worked along side with Ms. Chesney. She asked the 
audience to continue to do the work in honour of Ms. Weiss.  Ms. Dorrie Weiss was also the former editor 
of the NGO Reporter.  
  

Goodluck Diigbo discussed land disputes in Ogoni, Nigeria. Some land is certified for the 
exclusive economic zone of Nigeria, a member of OPEC. The ancestral lands and cultures of 350 million 
indigenous Ogoni people are threatened by the government’s policy on land use. The people’s livelihood 
depends upon the “right to land”, which is defined as “freedom to have access, control and ability” of their 
ancestral heritage and their basic needs, such as, to be “happy and enjoy life as free human beings, without 
being subjected to the suffering that might result from loosing”.  Mr. Diigbo quoted article three of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and explained that “the right to life without economic security 
guaranteed is like having a car without gas in the tank”. He called for the United Nations to adopt “The 
Right to Economic Security”. 
 

Paul Burkholder presented a chart issued by ECAAR entitled “Military vs. Social Spending: 
Warfare or Human Welfare”  which showed a comparison of the military expenditure of the United States 
to spending on the MDGs. The data showed that if 10  per cent of world military expenditure or 20 per cent 
of US military expenditure were diverted yearly to development, the MDGs could be fully funded.   
 

Lucy Law Webster also referenced the chart and said that without political and economic stability, 
we will not be able to meet the MDGs.  She believes development reduces conflict.   
 

Albert Konan-Kofi presented his plans for building new schools to benefit children at all times of 
the day so that they are not out on the street. If all children are in school, they will not fall into prostitution, 



drugs, or hard agricultural labour. Countries who have joined his efforts are France, Italy and others. His 
organization is receiving supplies for the schools from people around the world.   
 

The workshop panel and participants developed the following recommendations:reduce military 
spending by five per cent, establish more schools, support campaigns for reducing arms trade, contact 
legislators, create concrete policies, request collaboration with NGOs in Iraq and Afghanistan, and support 
the Global Wellness Fund. 
 

 



Innovative Ways That Youth Can Communicate  
The Millennium Development Goals 

 
Sponsored by Youth Subcommittee of the 57th Annual DPI/NGO Conference Planning Committee,                          

Art Center College of Design, and Peace Child International (PCI) 
 
Moderator: Maria Mandova , Program Assistant, Friendship Ambassadors Foundation 
 
Speakers: Mark Breitenberg, Chair, Liberal Arts and Sciences, Art Center College of Design 
  Jamie Hume , Project Team Leader, Scotland Third World Youth Congress 2005 

Gala Narezo, 57th Annual DPI/NGO Conference Planning Committee Liaison,  
 Art Center College of Design 

  Maria Sterniczuk , Program Coordinator, Peace Child International 
  Greg Wong, Advanced Graphic Design Student, ArtCenter College of Design 
  David Woollcombe, President, Peace Child International 
 
Participants:  Approximately 80 
 
 
 This workshop featured multimedia presentations of collaborative projects that illustrate the role 
of design education and youth-led development in helping the United Nations and Non-Governmental 
Organizations (NGOs) achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Speakers presented a 
coherent set of ideas about raising awareness of the MDGs from a youth perspective. 
 
 Peace Child International , the ArtCenter College of Design, and a delegate from the 2005 World 
Youth Congress in Scotland collaborated with the United Nations Youth Subcommittee to produce this first 
in a three-part series of integrative workshops that highlight the role of youth in the promotion of the 
MDGs. 
  
 Dr. Breitenberg stated that as design becomes a more potent economic and cultural force, 
ArtCenter is committed to making a difference in the world.  Art Center’s approach is less about social 
activism against business but rather about forging partnerships with business es  to promote a better world. 
He explained that as global citizens we face a world today where part of the problem is  continuing to create 
more objects.  As a result, an organization within the ArtCenter, called DesignMatters, was launched to 
create projects that promote social relevance and ethical responsibility in design.   
 
 Currently, DesignMatters and the ArtCenter are leading several projects, such as a venture in 
Kenya that responds to the plight of orphans and elders in villages that are affected by the AIDS pandemic. 
Art Center and DesignMatters students designed an entire village, including community housing, an 
enhanced physical environment, educational and communication campaigns, and product development. 
 
 They also presented a series of public service announcements that were designed to raise 
awareness of the MDGs. These print pieces were commissioned by various UN agencies and were shown 
throughout the plenary sessions. 
 
 Mr. Woollcombe discussed the Peace Child International mission as it relates to the MDGs. Since 
1992, PCI has focused on youth-led sustainable development and human rights issues. PCI performed a skit 
from their Ambassador programme, an educational programme aimed at promoting the MDGs among 
children and youth. The skit showed young people that the world would be a devastating place should we 
fail to achieve the MDGs by 2015. 
 
 PCI also presented their initiative Be the Change! , which is a youth-led sustainable development 
action programme which aims to empower young people around the world to “be the change they want to 
see in the world.”  PCI explained that the best way for youth to learn about how to be involved is through 
experiential learning. 



 
 Mr. Hume discussed how to get young people involved in action projects. As a part of the Third 
World Youth Congress scheduled to held in Scotland in 2005, the delegates have organized a four day 
action project where participating youth will engage in aid projects around Scotland. This Congress is 
designed to stimulate a large number of youth-led development projects amongst the world’s most 
disadvantaged people. 
 

The goal of the workshop was to generate innovative ideas and opportunities for young people to 
get involved with the MDGs. It was concluded that once young people have the experience they need, they 
are much more likely to stay involved in social causes.  The challenge is to offer students the opportunity to 
learn about world issues while enabling them to participate in the problem-solving process as well as the 
implementation of solutions. 
 



Children and the Millennium Development Goals: 
Eradicating Extreme Poverty and Hunger 

 
Sponsored by Christian Children’s Fund (CCF), USA, International Association of Charities,  

and National Association of Charities of Madagascar 
 
Moderator: Anne Sturm, International President, International Association of Charities    
 
Speakers: Rose De Lima Ramanankavana, International Vice President, Association of Charities, 

Madagascar 
Alberto Minuhin, Senior Programme Officer, Policy Analysis, United Nations 

Children’s Fund 
  (UNICEF) 

Daniel Wordsworth, Director of Program Development, Christian Children’s Fund     
 
Participants:   Approximately 60 
 

With a common theme of rights of children in society, presenters in this workshop shared issues 
relating to children and poverty, specifically responding to Millennium Development Goal Number One: to 
eradicate extreme poverty and hunger. 

 
Alberto Minuhin discussed the importance of universal acceptance of legal rights for children.  He 

referenced how six of the MDGs directly relate to children and how they speak about basic rights for 
children as in public education and public health. He continued by saying that children have the right to 
express themselves: that they are entitled to speak and be heard by adults; that children are not objects, nor 
property of adults, and have a right to participate in change.  He feels that including children in the MDGs 
can change the way we do things and improve ways to achieve the goals . Through the children of the 
world,  Mr. Minuhin sees  opportunities for increasing equality and more solidarity between people. 
 

Daniel Wordsworth explained how CCF’s focus is aligned with the MDGs, in areas of health and 
sanitation, nutrition, early childhood development, micro enterprise development, emergency relief, and 
education. CCF wanted to explore how children experienced poverty and how they  feel being 
impoverished. Through a joint effort with a research team from  Oxford University, children in five 
countries, Kenya, Sierra Leone, Belarus, India, and Bolivia, were interviewed about their personal 
experience with  poverty. 
 

They found that children understand poverty as a physical, emotional, and social experience and 
confirmed that poverty is a deeply relational, relative ly dynamic and a multi-dimensional experience. Poor 
children are deprived of essential materials, conditions and services. They are excluded on the basis of their 
age, their gender, their caste, their class, etc. and they are vulnerable to an increasing array of threats in 
their environment. CCF describes their experience using three-dimensions: deprivation, exclusion, and 
vulnerability. Mr. Wordsworth shared moving quotes from children about how they feel as a result of their 
poverty and how they view themselves. 
 

Rose de Lima Ramanankavana spoke  about  new approaches towards achieving the goal of 
eradication of poverty in Madagascar. Her group found that children they were trying to feed also needed 
education and they encouraged children to attend school so they could receive at least one good meal daily. 
They discovered that these children had mothers who were too poor to care for them so they invited the 
mothers to help work in the kitchens and in the gardens to grow food. They began to train the mothers in 
hygiene, nutrition and skills like embroidery and sewing, and the production of juice so that they could 
better care for their own children and themselves. 
 

The Association of Charities continues to enable people to take responsibility for their lives, their 
families and their communities through education, technical, mental and spiritual training, information on 



civil rights and social co-responsibility. In order to do this the group tries to make available modern means 
of communication and the legal and political frameworks to faciliate justice and peace. 



 

Intolerance, Terrorism and Community Policing 
 

Sponsored by International Associates of Applied Psychology and African Human Rights Heritage 
 
 
Moderator : Michael Frese, President, International Associates of Applied Psychology, United 
Kingdom and 
    Germany 
 
Speakers:  Moshe Banai , Professor of Management, Baruch College, City University of New York 

Anie Kalayjian, Adjunct Professor of Psychology, Fordham University  
 
Participants:  Approximately 68 
 

Speakers in this workshop discussed clashes caused by intolerance of cultural differences and 
societal values, and, religious practices and political systems that impede progress in imp lementing the 
MDGs. They discussed the nature of these obstacles and psychological best practices to mitigate them. 
 

Moshe Banai opened with the topic of his research, the relationship between culture and 
democracy. He  talked about the nine dimensions of culture. 
1. Institutional Collective  Venture is the ability of cultural institutions to participate in the 

      economic and political environment of the community in order to help integrate people. 
2. Performance and Limitations are the extent through which  a society encourages us to be more 
than  individuals. We should show caring, sharing and kindness.  
3. Performance Orientation is the improvement of performance and creation of excellence.  
4. Power Extended is the extent to which members of institutions and organizations within a  

                  country share power, either equally or unequally.  
5. Assertive Dimension encourages society to be tough, assertive, and more independent. 
6. Future Orientation  involves the long and short term planning a society makes. 
7. Gender Role Difference  are the differences between men and women.  
8. In-group Collectiveness is the extent to which you build relationships within a larger society 

                   (tribe, family, etc.) giving priority to your family. 
9. Risk Taking in Democracy shows that the less risk a society is willing to take the less it  

                  becomes involved in democracy. A high level of encouragement in risk taking is due to is  
                  democracy that others see in the United States and the United Kingdom. 

 
Anie Kalayjian spoke about group therapy for victims of terrorism and explained that research on 

holocaust victims and their families show a generational impact. If you leave people who were victims 
without any assis tance, without any intervention, the trauma will remain. She takes the emotional reactions 
and feelings that people have and develops them into workshops. Ms. Kalayjian described the workshops 
she designed to help the grieving after the 9/11 attacks. She created an opportunity for survivors to 
understand each other and to unite and to deal with their tragedy. 

 
Michael Frese talked about the definition of functional psychology and how it can be used to 

achieve the MDGs . It explained that many of the Millennium Go als require changes in attitude and 
behavior which involves psychology. Mr. Frese explained that a psychologist can help NGOs develop a 
plan of action for community change. Psychology asks what issues need to be changed; i.e. group 
collectiveness or  trauma. In his view it is  very important that people are not “recipients” of the MDGs, but 
“active participants” in the development of their own  goals. He is interested in how  one can stimulate and 
develop personal relationships, which, of course, is an active process, instead of reacting. 

 
Mr. Frese discussed different aspects of intolerance in society and gave examples of how easy it is 

to have a large group of people that produce an “in-group” and “out group”. He also explained that 
terrorism is related to intolerance. 



 
Innovative Initiatives for Achieving the Millennium Development 
Goals: Zero Hunger Program, Food Supplement Treatment for 

HIV/AIDS and  
Design of Sustainable Cities and Villages 

 
Sponsored by Lifebridge Foundation, Fundación Eudes, Global Eco-Village Network and                             

Findhorn Foundation Ecovillage 
 
Moderator: Barbara Valocore, President, Lifebridge Foundation 
 
Speakers: David Izquierdo Alcalde , Fundación Eudes, Mexico 

Frei Betto, Senior Adviser on Food Security and Eradicating Hunger to Luiz Inacio Da 
Silva, President of Brazil  
May East, Ecovillage Project Education Coordinator, Findhorn Foundation 

 
Participants:  Approximately 40  
 
 Speakers presented innovative initiatives and best practices for achieving Millennium 
Development Goals one, six and seven. David Izquierdo Alcalde described his organization’s efforts to 
combat HIV/AIDS in Mexico, Frei Betto presented the efforts of the government of Brazil to eradicate 
extreme poverty and hunger, and May East explained the work of eco-villages around the world in 
eradicating extreme poverty and hunger while ensuring environmental sustainability.    
 
 David Izquierdo described the success his foundation is having with the use of four different types 
of Saint Charles Borromeo (SCB) vitamin and nutritional compounds to treat patients with HIV/AIDS. 
These highly concentrated supplements were developed by Mexican researchers between 1992 and 1998 to 
treat the high incidence of nutritional deficiencies found in those infected with HIV/AIDS. Research 
demonstrated that SCB products are as effective as anti-retroviral drugs in treating HIV/AIDS and they can 
be produced for one-tenth of the cost. Mr. Alcalde believes that SCB products are an effective and 
affordable substitute to anti-retroviral drugs for treating HIV/AIDS patients in developing countries. 
 
 Frei Betto explained Brazil’s Zero Hunger Program, established by President Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva in 2003. It’s not a  programme that collects and distributes food, but rather is  a set of public policies 
created to fight hunger and its structural causes, promote social inclusion, and ensure food security for all 
Brazilians. The Zero Hunger Program utilizes three strategies designed to change the paradigm of those 
living in poverty: the transfer of income to families, structural changes to public policy, and civic 
engagement and education programmes.  In 20 months, the programme has provided assistance to five 
million families, and has resulted in a reduction in child mortality, child malnutrition, migration to urban 
centers, and unemployment in Brazil. 
 
 When putting his programme on the international level, leaders of some wealthy countries offered 
to send millions of tons of food to Africa but President Lula told them not to send food. He explained that 
the Zero Hunger programme in Brazil is not a marathon for collecting and distributing food, but rather a 
programme of social inclusion. 
 
 May East discussed how eco-villages and sustainable communities, utilize foodsheds to help 
eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, while simultaneously ensuring environmental sustainability. 
Foodsheds are self-reliant, locally-based food systems of diversified farms that use sustainable practices to 
provide fresher, more nutritious food to small scale processors and consumers. Ms. East explained that by 
using foodsheds, eco-villages offer a way to locally produce food of high nutritional quality in sufficient 
quantity, while at the same time preserving land fertility and maintain the health of local ecosystems. 
Currently, eco-villages and foodsheds exist all over the world and are effective strategies in both rural and 
urban environments. 



 
 Questions primarily focused on waysthese initiatives can be replicated by other organizations in 
other regions of the world. Each presenter believed that these programmes represent innovative and holistic 
solutions that can and should be replicated elsewhere.   
 



 

Overcoming Obstacles to Economic Growth and Community 
Development:   

The Role of Civil Society 
 

Sponsored by Armenian General Benevolent Union, NGO Committee on Human Rights, Peace Action,             
Rotary International and World Federation for Mental Health 

 
Moderator: Adrienne Alexanian, Representative to the United Nations, Armenian General 
Benevolent Union 
 
Speakers: Jeff Masarjian,  Executive Director, Armenia Tree Project  

Sally Mackle, Vice President, Washington Council for International Trade; Member, 
Rotary International 

 Heidi Kuhn,  Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Roots of Peace 
 
Participants: Approximately 110 
 

Speakers presented civil society’s partnerships in forest restoration in Armenia and in the removal 
of land mines in Cambodia and Afghanistan. 
 

Jeff Masarjian described how the Armenia Tree Project is addressing the MDGs through tree 
planting projects for environmental protection and food security by planting orchards that  provide food for 
people, as well as the commercialization of forest products that result in revenues for communities. United 
Nations and World Bank reports showed that 80 per cent of Armenian territory result in desertification. As 
a result of the Armenia Tree Project’s efforts, environmental seminars, and curricula for schools, poverty is 
being alleviated and the forests are becoming habitats for biodiversity and environmental protection. Their 
project is engaging Armenian civil  society and other institutions rather than just providing charitable 
assistance. The United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization and United Nations Development 
Programme contribute expertis e to the Armenia Tree Project. 
 

Sally Bader Mackle spoke about the efforts of her regional Rotary Club in promoting sustainable 
development in Cambodia. In November 2003 they paid Heilo Trust, the major land mine remover in the 
world, to do the work that will allow Cambodian peasants to cultivate their fields again. She highlighted 
how the Cambodian people have progressed through the reconciliation of the different factions that 
participated in the war, however since Cambodia’s economy is based on agriculture, sustainable 
development will not be achieved unless the agricultural fields are cleared of land mines. The Seattle 
Rotary Club is helping the villagers to become self-sufficient through implementing micro-businesses  by 
sponsoring the building of two wells to provide drinking water for two villages and a school. They are also 
providing money to pay the teachers. Some of the participants in the workshop asked why the Rotary Club 
does not send petitions to those parties involved in placing, requesting cooperation in the deactivation and 
removal of the land mines. She emphasized that the Rotary Club does not take political positions because it 
is a non-governmental organization, and that the best they can do for now is to collaborate with this 
initiative by getting involved, at any possible level. 
 

Heidi Kuhn discussed the ways in which Roots of Peace promotes education and understanding among 
different cultures by getting rid of land mines. In 1997 she became involved in the eradication of these 
instruments of destruction in Cambodia, Afghanistan and Croatia. She illustrated the devastating effects of 
land mines and described how approximately 100,000 people step on a land mine every year. She pointed 
out that the United States has refused to sign the International Treaty to Ban Land Mines. With support 
from various Californian wine producers, Roots of Peace employs three hundred people in Afghanistan in 
an effort to bring peace to local people and, at the same time, make the fields useful again for planting 
crops. The work of Roots of Peace has also extended to younger people through her daughter’s campaign 
“Pennies for Peace”, which has raised more than seven million pennies that will be used to turn mine fields 
into agriculture fields and playgrounds.  



 
 
 
 

 

 
  



 

HIV/AIDS Education: Prevention and Care with Special Emphasis on 
Engaging Boys and Men as Full Partners 

 
Sponsored by NGO Committee on Children’s Rights, NGO Committee on HIV/AIDS,                                        

African Action on AIDS, and Armenian Relief Society 
 
Moderator: Ruth Bamela Engo, Senior Economic Affairs Officer, United Nations Office of the 
Special 
   Advisor on Africa 
 
Speakers: Carol Bova, Assistant Professor, Graduate School of Nursing, University of 
Massachusetts  

Inonge Mbikusita-Lewanika, Ambassador of the Republic of Zambia to the United 
States 

Peter McDermott , Chief, HIV/AIDS Programme, United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) 

 
Participants:   Approximately 135  
 

This workshop highlighted the increasingly female face of HIV/AIDS, stressed the importance of 
partnering with men and boys to reduce the spread of the disease, and focused on the challenges, obstacles , 
and progress in this area. 
 

Peter McDermott emphasized that 20 years into the HIV/AIDS pandemic, the disease is 
increasingly targeting women with tremendous implications for society. Nearly half of the 40 million 
people living with HIV worldwide are female; most new cases occurring in young people. Fifty-seven 
percent of Sub-Sahara African adults with HIV are women; the infection rate for those aged 15 to 24 is 
three times higher than for men. Globally, women in this age group are 1.6 times more likely to be living 
with the disease than young men.   
 

Mr. McDermott underscored the importance of prevention to slow or stop this pandemic.  To 
affect change, it is vital to provide greater access to health care information, elevate trust in healthcare 
workers, institute programs to eliminate the stigma of HIV/AIDS, and enact government policies that 
address gender inequality. In  many parts of the world, the young and female are driving this pandemic. 
Encouraging men and boys to be responsible partners and engaging them in positive dialogue about 
healthcare issues will help them play an important role in preventing HIV/AIDS. 
 

In Zambia, almost one in five is infected with HIV (approximately 1.2 million people ), with a 
50/50 infection rate women/men. Large numbers of orphaned children are living on the streets due to both 
parents perishing from HIV/AIDS. Inonge Mbikusita-Lewanika presented Zambia’s efforts to partner with 
men and boys in reducing HIV/AIDS.   
 

Communication efforts are often challenging, but male networking is becoming a very important 
component in HIV/AIDS awareness and education. The infection rate is declining, especially among young 
people, and many youth movement leaders are young men.   
 

To reach and educate the population, communication is crucial. Churches and NGOs are 
pioneering partnerships and engaging traditional leaders, usually men, because of their on-the-ground 
involvement in rural areas. Women are also starting a dialogue with men. Radio is being used as a key 
educational tool, with ministers of both health and communication collaborating to get healthcare messages 
out.  
 



Carol Bova outlined the difficult challenges faced by small countries like Armenia in preventing 
and treating HIV/AIDS. There are no anti-retroviral drugs and screenings for the disease which occurs only 
in the capital city. Tuberculosis co-infection is high and, an increasing number of intravenous drug users 
and large migratory populations are compounding the problem.  In addition, women are becoming 
increasingly infected. 
 

A huge obstacle to prevention is the significant stigma associated with HIV/AIDS, coupled with a 
lack of formal sex education for many young Armenians. While the government needs to provide basic sex 
education in the schools, removing the stigma via a media campaign is important for effective 
implementation of awareness and prevention programmes. Women will play an important role in the 
education process, but reaching the male population will be equally as important.   
 

The audience question and answer discussion that followed the panel focused on the engagement 
of ideas that can be applied to multiple countries (especially partnering with men and boys) as well as the 
ways developed nations can help reduce the spread of HIV/AIDS through funding and drug programmes. 



Millennium Development Goals, Health and Development Policy 
 

Sponsored by the World Health Organization 
 
Moderator: Andrew Cassels, Strategy Unit Director, General Office, World Health Organization    
 
Speakers: Heather Grady, Former Regional Director for East Asia, Oxfam United Kingdom  

Richard T. Baguma, Representative, United Nations Association of Uganda 
Mark Plant, International Monetary Fund Representative (IMF), World Bank     

 
Participants:  Approximately 125 
 

Speakers addressed how well health issues are reflected in national development policies. The 
presentation focused on how the 2004 Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers, prepared by governments, civil 
society, and development partners, compared to previous practices.  
 

Andrew Cassels spoke about the fact that the Millennium Development Goals that relate to health 
represent some of the greatest challenges in international development. One reason is that the MDGs 
include the goal of reversing the global epidemic of HIV/AIDS which is a huge challenge that we are not 
meeting. 
 

He described the global health challenges and that as many as two billion people face threats to 
their health as a result of one or more cris es , and how efforts to address the degradation of the environment, 
which is critical to people’s livelihoods in both the developed and the developing world, are making little 
headway.  
 

Mr. Cassels spoke about the five areas of health development that could make a significant 
difference where action and investment are both possible and needed:  financing; the shortage of health 
care staffing; the inability to count the dead; the short supply of basic commodities in mo st low-income 
health systems; and the need for an overall policy and strategic framework geared to the needs of the 
country concerned.  
 

Heather Grady presented the most recent findings in the 2004 edition of the Poverty Reductions 
Strategy Papers (PRSPs). Governments with the active participation of civil society and other development 
partners prepare PRSPs. PRSPs are then considered by the Executive Boards of the IMF and World Bank 
as the basis for concessional lending from each institution and debt relief under the joint Highly–Indebted 
Poor Countries (HIPC). The targets and policy conditions in a Poverty Reduction Global Facility (PRGF) 
supported programme are drawn directly from the country's PRSP. Oxfam believes that the PRSPs can 
contribute to overcoming poverty and the first step is to include the voices of the men and women who are 
in poverty in the decision-making processes. Oxfam looks at the PRSPs by considering policy and social 
impact, macroeconomics, trade, gender and education.  
 

Richard Baguma described the progress being made in Uganda on the Millennium Development 
Goals. Uganda is one of the few African countries that has  made progress in meeting the MDGs. Uganda 
has reduced HIV infection rates and has sustained growth rates above six percent for a decade or more. The 
number of people in poverty has gone from 56 per cent to 35 per cent in just eight years.   
 

Mark Plant addressed many of the issues in the article Taking Stock of Poverty Reduction Efforts 
in the June 2002 issue of Finance and Development magazine, a quarterly issued by the IMF. Listed among 
the concerns was a checklist of good PSRP practices that development partners such as the IMF should 
follow, including: intensify efforts to understand the links between policy actions and pro-poor growth at 
the country level;  align assistance with government budget cycles ; and support the capacity building of 
civil society. 

 



 
Maternal Healthcare Initiatives in Developing Countries 

Sponsored by MaterCare International and Fraternite Norte Dame 

Moderator: Kay Mathews , Consultant, MaterCare International (MCI); Honorary Research Professor 
of Nursing, School of Nursing, Memorial University of Newfoundland, Canada  

 
Speakers: Robert Walley, Executive Director, MaterCare International (MCI); Honorary Research 

Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Faculty of Medicine, University of 
Newfoundland, Canada 
Maria Odilla, Missionary Sister, Fraternite Notre Dame 

 
Participants:  Approximately 20  

This  workshop convened to discuss the state of maternal healthcare initiatives in developing 
countries. The session was structured such that the speaker's presentations were followed by a general 
question and answer period. Finally, the session ended with a general discussion in order to reach 
agreement on a general statement on maternal healthcare initiatives in developing countries to present to 
the plenary session entitled “ Public Hearing: Conference Participants Voice their Views” on 10 October 
2004.  

Kay Mathews , the workshop moderator, and nursing and mid-wifery consultant to MaterCare 
International (MCI), an organization dedicated to the care of mothers in childbirth, opened the session by 
welcoming the participants and the speakers, and by highlighting that the workshop was primarily 
concerned with MDG goals four and five, concerning children and mothers. (MDG #4: reduce child 
mortality; MDG #5: improve maternal health) 

Approximately 585,000 women die each year from preventable complications of pregnancy and 
birth. The situation is akin to a jumbo jet of expectant mother's lives ending abruptly, every four hours, 
everyday, for 365 days a year. Such was the stark analogy offered by Dr. Robert Walley to describe the 
state of maternal healthcare initiatives in developing countries. Dr. Walley is a highly experienced 
obstetrician and gynecologist who has spent nearly 25 years working on maternal healthcare issues as they 
relate to developing countries and more specifically to Africa. 

Dr. Walley spoke about the lack of basic pre-natal and post-natal care in developing countries and 
the toll it can take on the family, village, and economic structure of communities. He discussed how even 
those that survive compromising pregnancies and births often develop severe debilitating complications. 
Overall, he stressed the need for increased visibility of the problem and noted that of 1,500 NGOs 
represented at this conference, only two (the ones present in this workshop) were willing to address 
maternal health in a workshop. 

Dr. Walley also discussed some promising solutions to the problem: MaterCare has evaluated a 
safe, oral, effective, and inexpensive method (misoprostal) of treating postapartum haemorrhage.  
Matercare, in partnership with local organizations, is building a fistulae hospital in Ghana. 

Sister Maria Odilla of the Fraternite Notre Dame, a traditional Catholic religious order, described 
in detail what her organization is doing to improve maternal healthcare in developing countries , more 
specifically, improving living conditions through charitable works such as management of orphanages, 
soup kitchens, schools, and aid to families. The order is elleviating some of the burden of missing maternal 
healthcare in the communities it serves. The Fraternite Notre Dame is avidly and effectively projecting 
these and other initiatives to missions throughout the world. 



Prompted by a question from one of the workshop participants on how to involve the Traditional 
Birthing Attendants (TBAs) in the pre-natal assessment system, Dr. Walley shared an example. To 
overcome the illiteracy of TBAs MaterCare developed a graphical medical history sheet for pre-natal health 
screenings. The history helped identify and refer higher risk pregnancies to nearby hospitals, resulting in 
higher referrals and lower overall maternal mortality in the community. 

In conclusion, the message participants sought to deliver to the public hearing on 10 October 2004 
was that maternal healthcare should be the first MDG goal. The consensus was that weak maternal 
healthcare, with the mother being the foundation of families and communities, inevitably leads to problems 
achieving the remaining MDGs. 

 



I Am As We Are: Peacemaking Tools 
Sponsored by Promoting Enduring Peace, Round World Leadership and                                                          

Foundation for Subjective Experiment and Research 
 
Moderator:  Christine Krebs, Foundation for Subjective Experiment and Research (SER), 
Switzerland 
 
Speakers: Joyce Milliken, President, Round World Leadership; Lay Minister, Global 

Reconciliation, Episcopal Church, USA 
Carol Hwoschinsky, Trainer, Compassionate Listening Project 
Christopher Maehl, Representative, Foundation for Subjective Experiment and 

Research (SER) 
 
Participants:   Approximately 100 
 

Speakers presented three perspectives on reconciliation as essential parts of peacemaking and 
conflict resolution. Carol Hwoschinsky explained the philosophy and tools that the Compassionate 
Listening Project has used as a foundation to reconciliation processes around the world.  Joyce Milliken 
shared a reconciliation model developed by her organization, Round World Leadership and the Episcopal 
Church, USA.  Christopher Maehl explained the Foundation for Subjective Experiment and Research’s 
approach to reconciliation and conflict resolution and called for a Global Reconciliation Week to raise 
awareness of the importance of reconciliation.  
 

Ms. Hwoschinsky presented the concept of compassionate listening and the work of the 
Compassionate Listening Project. Compassionate listening is a process by which individuals learn how to 
listen to people in difficult situations and with emotional issues.  Compassionate listening is about teaching 
people to get themselves out of the way in order to be present for another person. Developed by Gene 
Hoffman, compassionate listening has its roots in both Quaker and Buddhist practices, and is based on the 
idea that underneath every act of violence is an unhealed wound. As these wounds are shared and listened 
to by parties in conflict, healing and reconciliation can begin. The Compassionate Listening Project has 
trained people to compassionately listen to each other in areas of conflict around the world including Israel, 
Palestine, Lithuania and the Balkans.   
 

Mr. Milliken presented the work of Round World Leadership and the efforts of the Episcopal 
Church, USA in global reconciliation. Round World Leadership, as a project of the Episcopal Church USA, 
developed the concept of personal transformation in the context of a reconciling community. This concept 
requires individual transformation through story-telling and listening. The ability for individuals to share 
their stories allows them to transform by releasing blame or guilt from themselves and others. 
Transformation occurs in the context of a safe community that becomes more sustainable and reconciling 
as dialogue and trust deepens, and the community can begin to act towards solutions to conflict. This idea 
of story-telling and listening has been a significant factor in successful reconciliations in South Africa, 
Guatemala and Rwanda. 
 

Mr. Maehl presented the work of the SER Foundation towards global reconciliation. He talked 
about the needs for civil courage and civil disobedience to make a lasting change and difference. The 
S.E.R. Foundation believes that the guiding principle upon which the UN Millennium Goals should be 
pursued is the spirit of global reconciliation, inspired by the motto: One World, One Soul.  Mr. Maehl 
described reconciliation projects with children in Argentina, and proposed a resolution calling for a UN 
World Reconciliation Week every last week of April.   
 

Many questions to the panel asked for details and clarification on compassionate listening and 
reconciliation, as well as specific uses and application of these techniques. Several people also asked about 
the application of reconciliation in foreign policy and international relations.  
 
 



 



 

Achieving the Millennium Development Goals:                                      
Learning How to Think and Act in Sustainable Ways 

 
Sponsored by Anuvrat Global Organization, Association for World Education/Life Changes Well 

 
Moderator: Linda Bolitho, Association for World Education/Life Changes Well 
 
Speakers: Noema Chaplin, Representative to the United Nations, United States SERVAS 

Linda Bolitho, Association for World Education/Life Changes Well 
Panna Shah, Anuvrat Global Organization 
Arvind Vora, Anuvrat Global organization 

Participants:  Approximately 60 
 

Speakers in this workshop addressed society's role and responsibility in the gradual degradation of 
the environment. They discussed the need for society to adopt more environmentally friendly lifestyles and 
problem-solving philosophies. The discussion mainly focused on the efforts of Anuvrat Global 
Organization (ANUVIBHA) in India to find ways to protect the enviro nment through sustainable practices. 
Panna Shah presented the document "Protection of Environment Through Su stainable Living" written by 
Sohanlal Gandhi, international general-secretary of Anuvrat, who was unable to attend the conference. 
 

Linda Bolitho emphasized the importance of educating people about the Millennium Development 
Goals. She explained how we all could practice environmental conservation in our own families by paying 
special attention to children’s education on the matters of environmental protection and life. Also, how we 
educate children, how we communicate with them, how we instill in them constructive habits and values 
will determine how they will handle the world. Dr. Bolitho emphasized the need to create inter-generational 
bridges for the benefit of achieving the MDGs. 
 

Noema Chaplin discussed the importance of environmental protection in the context of the MDGs. 
 

Dr. Shah presented Dr. Gandhi’s paper, which deals with ecological damage to the earth, with 
devastating effects already showing. This damage will have catastrophic effects for all species on the 
planet, including humans. Dr. Gandhi’s paper also addresses the challenges that humanity faces today due 
to a “speedy destruction of the environment” and delineated ways for a better future. 
 

He said that human beings share a common destiny with nature and that our very human existence 
is at stake. We need drastic changes in our way of living, which includes changing national and global 
policies and practices of conservation. According to Dr. Gandhi, environmental protection is based on 
ethics. He reminded us that Mahatma Gandhi once said, “the earth has enough resources to sustain life but 
not enough for human greed.” This greed, reflected in wealth accumulation and comfortable standards of 
living for some, has also pushed millions of people to near starvation and has precipitated the decline or 
extinction of many species that are vital to our ecosystem balance. 
 

Dr. Gandhi said that sustainable living means that one should live in a way that enables other 
species and other human beings to sustain themselves. Overconsumption in developed countries results in 
limiting resources for others and forces them into poverty and hunger. Rich countries have less than one 
billion people, they use 85 per cent of the resources of the planet while the world’s remaining 5.5 billion 
people struggle to survive on the remaining 15 per cent. He asked people to support sustainable 
development by living simply and in harmony with nature and other human beings.  
 

Arvind Vora described environmental conservation by referring to the example of water 
conservation in Bombay, India. In that over populated metropolis people have started to recycle water, 
which has result ed in saving water at levels of 200 per cent in recent years. 
 



 



 
Best Practices for Youth to Achieve the Millennium Development 

Goals 
 

Sponsored by Youth Subcommittee of the 57th Annual DPI/NGO Conference Planning Committee and               
Dutch National Youth Council 

 
Moderator: Alexandria Faiz, Connecticut Division Treasurer, Young Professionals for 

International Cooperation, United Nations Association of the United States 
(UNA-USA) 

 
Speakers: Marten Admiraal, Project Officer, Netherlands National Commission for 

International Cooperation and Sustainable Development  
Emily Freeburg, Chair, NGO Committee on Youth; Program Assistant,              

  Lutheran World Federation 
Jill Mills , Program Coordinator, Global Youth Action Network (GYAN) 
Leontien Peeters , Project Officer, Youth Employment Spark Project, Dutch 
National Youth Council; Board Member, United Nations Association of the 
Netherlands 
Alide Roerink , Advisor on International Relations, Netherlands National 
Commission for International Cooperation and Sustainable Development 

 
Participants:   Approximately 85 
 
 

This workshop presented youth-led initiatives in the Netherlands aimed at achieving the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), obstacles and new strategies of the National Campaigns on 
Youth for the MDGs, and examples of youth participation at the United Nations in New York. 
 

As the second of three youth workshops it emphasized that youth participation in the MDGs is 
built primarily around collaboration. The basic tenet was that young people in youth organizations must 
work together in order to accomplish the MDGs by 2015. 
 

Jill Mills illustrated how the Global Youth Action Network facilitates youth participation and 
inter-generational partnership in global decision-making to support collaboration and to provide tools, 
resources, and recognition for positive youth action.  One such resource is TakingITGlobal (TIG), an 
international organization that is led by youth and enabled by technology. The organization's flagship 
program is TakingITGlobal.org, the most popular online community for young people interested in 
connecting across cultures and making a difference. 
 

A three-week, moderated web consultation, which the GYAN held for discussion of the MDGs, 
was facilitated through the TakingITGlobal.org website. This web consultation posed a set of questions and 
received a wide variety of responses that involved youth and the MDGs, their past involvement and efforts, 
their current challenges and successes and recommendations for the future. The web consultation was a 
great success and has proven to be an excellent vehicle to communicate best practices to other youth in 
more remote areas of the globe. The web conference responses, challenges, and recommendations will be 
used in a collective paper tentatively titled the Youth and MDGs White Paper and will be used in a larger 
Millennium Project of Recommendations to be submitted to the General Assembly in 2005.  
 

Emily Freeburg stated that the NGO Youth Committee is focused on youth-led development and 
serves as an excellent vehicle of participation for young people because it directly brings youth concerns to 
the main body of the NGOs. Ms. Freeburg added that although youth prefer to take action instead of simply 
talking about participation, youth participation must exist first and then evolve into youth action. 
  



Leontien Peeters also described how youth often do not want to take the time to read through 
masses of books and papers. They want action. As such, Ms. Peeters stressed the importance of action in 
conjunction with the business of lobbying and being at the United Nations. 
 

The project currently underway by the Dutch National Youth Council (DNYC) is called Youth 
Employment Spark. They focus specifically on the MDG’s development target and find decent and 
productive work for youth. Ms. Peeters said that through Youth Employment Spark, the DNYC is 
partnering with business mentors to choose four young entrepreneurs across the globe interested in starting 
their own business. Through weblogs, the DNYC will monitor the progress and share the best practices 
experienced by these young people. A report on the progress of this project will be produced in 
collaboration with the International Labour Organization and the Youth Employment Summit, so that the 
best practices can be shared more widely.  
 

Marten Admiraal concurred that youth would rather take action in the field than participate in 
meetings and discussions. Some of the approaches that were proven to be effective in targeting youth were 
rooted in the primary understanding that youth prefer short-term, fast-paced activities. 
 

Mr. Admiraal next discussed a second project involving the UN Campaign in the Netherlands. 
This project was an educational campaign about the UN which focused on a youth target audience. 
 

Alide Roerink who described her organization as a communication vehicle for the MDGs , states 
that it had undertaken a research project on public opinion towards the MDGs. Ms. Roerink stated that 
according to her organization’s research, public knowledge about the MDGs was initially very low, but has 
risen in recent years. 
  

The speakers and audience concluded that when explaining the MDGs to youth, complicated 
jargon should not be used nor should NGOs assume that youth know about the MDGs. NGOs should also 
scale back the message and instead emphasize what the goals are trying to achieve. Moreover, when NGOs 
are forming youth initiatives, it is important that they recruit youth leaders from established circles to speak 
with the youth and emphasize that these are projects with concrete goals. In addition, pro jects should have 
short time commitments at first so that youth interest and retention is high. 

 



Human Rights Violations and Grassroots Efforts:                                    
Implications for the Millennium Development Goals 

 
Sponsored by Glasnost Foundation International Council of Nursing and Afram Global Organization, Inc. 
 
Moderator:  Gloria Willingham,  Afram Global Organization, Inc. 
 
Speakers:  Ben Daouda Toure, President and Founder, Afram Global Organization, Inc. 

Mamadou Diallo, Founder, National Alliance for Democracy and Development, Guinea 
 
Participants:  Approximately  50 
 
 

Speakers in this workshop discussed human rights violations and poverty in Guinea and grassroots 
efforts that are needed to meet the needs of the people.  
 

Gloria Willingham asked if the participants know where Guinea is located and what is going on in 
the country? Everyone responded that they knew where it was located but did not know much about it, but,  
Ms. Willingham explained that Guinea is one of the wealthiest countries in Africa in natural resources 
(including water and mineral) but it is the last in human development and one of the poorest countries in 
the world. 
 

Ben Daouda Toure explained that while Guinea has great wealth in its natural resources but they 
are n ot utilized. The country gained its independence in 1958 and since then the education rate has been 
dropping. In 1987 approximately 21 per cent of the population was in school and by 1993 the rate dropped 
to 18 per cent. Only eight per cent of the women are able to attend school. Out of 100,000 births 880 
women die because of lack of medical care. Prostitution is often the only means for women to make a 
living and every year between 5,000 to 10,000 women and girls become prostitutes.  
 

While Guinea has over 1,500 rivers, there is virtually no drinking water; t here is no electricity. 
There is basically no economy and no way for people to earn a living which leaves them feeling hopeless. 
The government chooses the President, Supreme Court and Congress, and if people speak out or are caught 
voting, their lives are put in jeopardy. Communication is very unreliable and people are unable to receive 
information about their civil rights. They do not know that they can stand up and fight for their rights 
 

Mamadou Diallo explained that Guinea has everything but good leadership and that no one 
believes anything the government says today. After the French left the country, the government became a 
communist regime and when their communist leader died, there was no successor. The leader today is 70 
years old and ill, and also does  not have a successor. The people are too poor to buy a newspaper so they 
only receive propaganda from government controlled radio. Dr. Diallo maintained that the government 
does  not care about the people and suggested that it is time to act to help civil society gave an 
understanding about the reality of what is going on in the country.  
 

Dr. Diallo explained that one of the efforts they started was to pay African journalists to write 
revealing articles on what is going on in Guinea. The journalists email the information to him, then he is 
able to print it out and fax the information to various locations in Guinea. People then make copies and pass 
them out to the local people. While this project has helped make some progress, they need more computers 
and other technology to make it a true success story. His goal is to make the people of Guinea more 
informed and more  aware of their rights.   
 



Empowering Women Worldwide: Implications for Gender Equity 
 

Sponsored by Democracy Watch, Worldwide Network for Gender Empowerment/Fielding Graduate 
Institute, Institute for the Study of Global Prosperity, NGO Committee on the Status of Women and the                       

Armenian Assembly of America 
 
Moderator: Taleya Rehman, Executive Director, Democracy Watch 
 
Speakers: Taleya Rehman, Executive Director, Democracy Watch 

Elham Al -Ateeq, Founding Member, Worldwide Network for Gender 
Empowerment/Fielding Graduate Institute 
Bani Dugal, Representative to the United Nations, Bahai International Community; 
Chair, NGO Committee on the Status of Women 
Nicole Vartanian, Fulbright Scholar from Armenia 

 
Participants:  Approximately 105 
 

This workshop focused on Millennium Development Goal number three: promote gender equality 
and empower women by working towards its target of eliminating gender disparity in primary and 
secondary education. The speakers described ways to intellectually engage and empower women via 
established networks and provided an account of the political process for advancing women’s equality and 
human rights through the Beijing Platform for Action.   
 

Taleya Rehman noted that women represent 50 per cent of the population and are recognized in 
the third MDG, but she felt that there should be a gender component for every MDG. For women to have 
an equal share in society they must have an equitable position in the political process. To acquire political 
participation, the cultural barriers that put women at a disadvantage need to be removed, as in the case of 
Bangladesh, bringing gender equality to the inheritance of wealth. The recommendations for empowering 
women included: reserved seats for women in parliament; a network for women to communicate methods 
of empowerment; and more conferences geared specifically toward women’s issues.  

 

Elham Al Ateeq discussed the vision of the Worldwide Network for Gender Empowerment to 
connect otherwise isolated individuals with other scholars and activists. The organization turns grass roots 
efforts into measurable projects relative to local cultures. The network can also act as a resource; 
connecting women that can help other women attain their goals by providing access to a wide range of 
global knowledge. If women participate and utilize this remarkable medium, it will become a conduit for 
gender empowerment.   

 

Nicole Vartanian spoke about gender disparity and education in Armenia. Although Armenia 
achieved gender equality in primary and secondary education in the second half of the 20 th century, young 
women are being detoured into vocational schools while men acquire coveted university slots. Even though 
women have started to surpass men in masters and secondary level education, that has not translated into 
better jobs for women or equal pay. Women’s wages are 40  per cent lower than men’s. Young Armenian 
women experience enormous cultural pressure to marry in their twenties. Armenian NGOs are working on 
gender equality in schools, developing programmes to increase the number of women in underrepresented 
professions, and mobilizing women as voting blocks. 
 

Bani Dugal emphasized that gender equality is necessary to achieve all the Millennium 
Development Goals. She explained that the NGO Committee on the Status of Women is working on 
networking with NGOs around the world, mainstreaming gender equality, nurturing the “girl-child” and 
paying attention to the aging female population. Ms. Dugal talked about CEDAW—Convention on 
Elimination of Discrimination Against Women—as one way that the subject of gender equality can be 
brought before the world’s governments. Ms. Dugal also discussed the upcoming Beijing+10 Conference in 
March 2005. Beijing+10 is the ten-year review of the 1995 Beijing Platform for Action. This platform was 



a landmark agreement that identified a range of actions that governments, the United Nations and civil 
society groups should take to increase women’s equality and advance women’s human rights.  



Economic, Social and Cultural Importance of the World’s Rice-
Consuming Population 

Sponsored by International Shinto Organization 

Moderator:  Hanifa Mezoui, Chief, NGO Section, United Nations Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs 
 
Speakers:  Florence Chenoweth, Director, Food and Agricultural Organization Liaison Office with 

the United Nations 
Lauro Baja, Jr., Ambassador, Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of the 
Republic of the Philippines to the United Nations 
Yoshimi Umeda , Director General, International Shinto Foundation   
Toshinao Yoneyama, Professor Emeritus, Kyoto University, International Shinto 

Foundation 
 
Participants:   Approximately 40 
 

In commemoration of the 2004 International Year of Rice, speakers described efforts to increase 
rice production and how rice can help achieve global food security, eradicate poverty and reduce hunger.  
 

Yoshimi Umeda e xplained that the slogan for the Year of Rice is “Rice is Life” because rice is a 
stable food for half of the world’s population. Because rice combats hunger and poverty and impacts the 
environment, it is part of MDG #1 (halve extre me poverty and hunger) and #7 (ensure environmental 
sustainability). 
 

Ambassador Baja explained the importance of rice to Filipinos. Current rice production does not 
satisfy the growing population. Self efficiency would raise national security, which they hope to achieve by 
2006. Filipinos make less than $1 per day and 39 per cent are living below the poverty threshold. The rice 
campaign is important to their economic, social and cultural well-being. The Department of Agriculture is 
hosting a Rice Awareness month with scientific conferences that will present new technology that is 
environmental, farmer and consumer friendly.   
  

Hanifa Mezoui stressed the importance of global hunger and poverty issues  and the importance of 
future jobs. She pointed out that the UN brings civil society these opportunities to understand and see how 
UN agencies are meeting their needs and in this case, the important needs for rice. She asked everyone to 
make an effort in networking. 
 

Florence Chenoweth reminded everyone that the hungry can not wait for MDG #1 to be achieved. 
Rice is important, in part, because it is grown everywhere except Antarctica. It has economic and cultural 
importance and provides essential amino acids and micro-nutrients but  is  not enough to live off alone. Rice 
imports are increasing around the world to feed the population, particularly in Africa. The government is 
trying to keep prices affordable but trading is important to raise revenues.  
 

Toshinao Yoneyama explained the importance of rice in Japan. It is  the most knowledgeable 
country about rice and it is consumed very differently. Japanese rice is very round and very sticky 
compared to others and used for particular dishes. It is also used for many ceremonial offerings and rituals 
and is very sacred. Rice goes far back in their history and is symbolic to the Shinto religion which is the 
primary religion. Rice is the spirit of Japan. 
 

The objectives of the rice campaign are to increase awareness, improve production and provide 
vital access to rice. No one can survive on rice alone, but it does provide important micro -nutrients. The 
enhancement of the nutrients in rice is of concern due to food security and long term side affects. Japan 
grows their own crop to preserve the cultural body of their rice but is teaching others how to grow rice. 
Scientists are working together in breeding rice as a means of sharing information and technology and are 



making new strains of rice available to everyone. Half of the world’s population relies on rice and therefore 
rice impacts the world.  
 



 
Seeing the Forest through the Trees: Overcoming Barriers  

through Dialogue and Development 
 

Sponsored by Yad Sarah, USA, Israel and Jewish National Fund (JNF)  
 
Moderator: Joseph Hess, Vice President, Jewish National Fund (JNF) 
 
Speakers: Omri Bonneh , Director of the Northern Region in the Land Development Authority of 

JNF in Israel 
Adele Goldberg, Executive Director, Yad Sarah, New York 

 
Participants:  Approximately 40  
 

Speakers described tree planting and water conservation in Israel and Israel’s unique volunteer 
network of homecare support services. 
 

Joseph Hess opened the workshop by explaining that water and trees are interdependent. Forestry 
and ecology are important factors in ensuring environmental sustainability and providing people with 
access to safe drinking water. 
 

Omri Bonneh shared his experiences and explained JNF’s technical and scientific expertise on 
water reclamation in arid lands. JNF is greatly involved with water and land management in Israel. Israel 
has one of the highest population densities in the world with “green spaces” being over populated while the 
arid zones remain relatively under-developed.  

JNF has planted more than 220 million trees in the last 55 years. “Our mission is to continue to 
green the country and provide eco-recreational areas for the people of Israel,” stated Dr. Bonneh. JNF has 
reclaimed more than one quarter of a million acres of land, transforming a barren landscape into farmlands, 
forests and viable communities. The major projects include soil conservation, “water harvesting,” stream 
restoration, and developing infrastructure for ecotourism. 

JNF is a founding member of the International Arid Lands Consortium (IALC) which sponsors 
arid land research by scientists from Israel, Egypt, Jordan, and six universities in the U.S. Mr. Hess 
underscored the fact that JNF shares its expertise with developing nations around the world. It is through 
these cooperative international programmes that they share their experience and support civil society for 
the betterment of mankind. 

Adele Goldberg gave a presentation on Yad Sarah, Israel’s unique volunteer network of homecare 
support services. The services offered by Yad Sarah are extensive and enable the elderly, the physically 
challenged, and the injured to remain at home and in the co mmunity. The facts about the Yad Sarah model 
are encouraging to the global world: 

§ Over 51 per cent of the adult population of Israel has utilized Yad Sarah’s services. 
§ Yad Sarah is the leading organization of volunteers in Israel. The home care services are delivered by 

over 6,000 volunteers. 
§ This organization brings together divergent parts of Israeli society for humanitarian reasons.  
§ Yad Sarah is funded by donations, 80 per cent come from within Israel, and receives no government 

support. 
§ Equipment recycling and volunteer labor are key factors in Yad Sarah’s cost effectiveness.  
§ The Yad Sarah model has had a dramatic impact on Israel’s healthcare spending.  
§ The Yad Sarah helps other countries replicate its services, on four continents. 

 
 



This workshop gave two concrete examples of how the achievements of NGOs within one country can 
benefit the world. JNF has had great success in the areas of environment sustainability and water 
reclamation. They are sharing this valued expertise with other countries in the hopes of achieving the 
MDG #7–ensure environmental sustainability. 

Yad Sarah has gone beyond its borders by offering their experience in homecare support services to 
other countries. Both these NGOs are developing global partnerships that overcome the barriers created by 
politics and governments. They have taken an active role in embracing the global community.  
 



 

Interactive Dialogue on the Implementation of the Millennium 
Development Goals: Developing a Road Map for Civil Society 

 
Sponsored by Global Foundation for Democracy and Development (FUNGLODE), Earth Institute at 

Columbia University, Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations (CONGO)  
 
Moderator: Leslie Wright, Former First Vice President, Conference of NGOs in Consultative 

Relationship with the United Nations (CONGO) 
 
Speakers: Lenora Suki, Associate Director, Center on Globalization and Sustainable Development 

at the Earth Institute, Columbia University 
Claudia Muñoz Reyes, Director, Coordination Programme for Integrated Health 
(PROCOSI), Bolivia 
John Gagain, Jr., Director, Center for the Study of Globalization, (FUNGLODE), 
Dominican Republic; Executive Vice President, United Nations Association of the 
Dominican Republic 

Participants:  Approximately 55 
 

This workshop focused on successful experiences of civil society organizations working on 
projects related to achieving the MDGs in the Dominican Republic and Bolivia.  The speakers talked about 
the specific projects they have successfully implemented so that other NGOs can benefit from their 
experiences. 
 

Leslie Wright highlighted the importance of learning from the experiences of civil society 
organizations such as PROCOSI, The Earth Institute and Fundacion Global that have successfully worked 
toward the Millenniu m Development Goals. 
 

Lenora Suki, Associate Director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University, talked about the 
sustainable development work her institution does in partnership with Fundación Global in the Dominican 
Republic. In 2002, due to the coun try’s strong economic growth of the last decade, The Earth Institute 
chose the Dominican Republic given the lack of attention to the MDGs. In spite of their economic growth, 
the results showed shortfalls, especially, in the areas of health and education. Some of those shortfalls are 
the spread of HIV and tuberculosis, child malnutrition and child mortality. Ms. Suki said that in order to 
address these major social problems, the Dominican government needs to make MDG #8 (develop a global 
partnership for development) a priority. 
 

Claudia Muñoz Reyes is the Development Director of PROCOSI, an umbrella organization made 
up of 37 NGOs in Bolivia. The Collaborative Program for Integrated Health (PROCOSI) was born in 1988 
with the participation of ten NGOs. Today, it is the major advocate for health and development in Bolivia. 
PROCOSI works in the most neglected areas of the country. Due to the successful implementation of the 
projects, these communities have experienced improvements in health and development. Examp les of those 
achievements are the reduction of child mortality and the increase in the use of contraceptives. PROCOSI 
introduced a new way of attracting funds for sustainable development. The idea is that non-profit 
organizations need to develop project plans with a business mentality. They motivate the potential donor by 
showing that the investment is going to produce gains in the form of social returns. This new 
implementation tool has proven successful for PROCOSI since the time it was put into practice. 
 

John Gagain Jr. represented the Center for the Study of Globalization, (FUNGLODE). He will be 
leaving this organization to become the Executive Director of the Presidential Commission on the MDGs. 
Mr. Gagain plans to launch a massive dialogue in the country on the Millennium Development Goals. He 
added that his commission will initiate a dialogue with civil society and the private sector in order to 
effectively work on the MDGs. For Mr. Gagain, without participation of the social sector, achieving the 
MDGs would be impossible. He will direct special attention to the Dominican Diaspora, especially in the 



United States. The capacity, knowledge, and resources of the Dominican Diaspora are very important 
factors in this achieving the Millennium Development Goals and improving life in the Dominican 
Republic.  



Promoting People-Centered Development: Exploring the Nexus of 
Social Development and the Millennium Development Goals 

 
Sponsored by NGO Committee on Social Development and Friedrich Ebert Foundation 

 
Moderator: Clare Nolan , Congregation of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd 
 
Speakers:  Joan Burke, Sister, Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur; Chair, NGO Committee on Social 

Development 

Participants:  Approximately 45  

 
It has been ten years since the World Summit for Social Development in Copenhagen took place 

and this workshop reviewed the document that was produced by the Summit and proposed 
recommendations. The Copenhagen Declaration and Programme of Action  has ten commitments to create 
an economic, social, cultural, and legal environment that will enable people to achieve social development. 
Joan Burke began by passing out a compilation prepared by the NGO Committee on Social Development, 
which was the product of several Working Groups that looked critically at the Copenhagen agreement. The 
Working Groups listed policy gaps, recommendations, and accomplishments that were left out or achieved 
since 1995. After reviewing the compilation, Sister Joan divided the workshop participants into small 
groups and asked them to offer any further recommendations beyond what the compilation by the 
Committee had provided. 
 

Social integration and poverty eradication were combined into one focus group. One perspective 
offered was an experience from Cambodia, where the people were e mpowered by grassroots dialogue. 
Individuals were reassured knowing someone was there to listen, and if needed, help them. The dialogue 
empowered the community to work toward difficult goals. An experience from Peru illuminated the need to 
have programmes that continually motivate and maintain the functionality of the programme or else the 
community would be back where it started. The focus group recommended supporting peoples’ self-worth; 
having patience with the grassroots workers, their programmes and beneficiaries of the programmes; and 
promoting elementary education for children and training for adults.  

The combined focus group on education, youth, and health first discussed the need for the 
integration of healthcare into programmes for achieving universal primary education because children must 
first be healthy in order to learn. They discussed the policy and practice of providing compensation to 
families to make up for the lost income when children go to school and cannot work to provide income. 
The compensation is also needed for school uniforms and school fees, as well as for feeding programmes 
for children attending school. The group pointed to best practices from the Zero Hunger Program of Brazil 
to the work of the Child Foundation in Iran, Afghanistan, Bosnia, India, and China. The group also 
discussed the need for morer training of villagers in self-sustaining development programme as a way to 
provide education for themselves. They also recommended that curriculums worldwide be encouraged to 
teach geography and cultural tolerance to end future conflict and war. Finally, the group discussed the 
critical role of school safety and security in achieving universal education, pointing to the example of the 
kidnapping of school children in Uganda. 
 

After the focus groups finished their discussions, each presented a summary of their conversations 
and recommendations to all of the participants. Summaries were presented by the following focus groups: 
youth, education, and health; employment; social integration and poverty; structural adjustment; and gender 
issues.   



Getting to YES for the Millennium Development Goals:   
How Good Are Your Global Communication Skills? 

 
Sponsored by Baha’i International Community, Universal Esperanto Association and                                         

World Federation of United Nations Associations (WFUNA)  
 
Moderator: Bahiyyih Chaffers, Representative to the United Nations, Baha’i International 
Community    
 
Speakers: Timothy Reagan , Dean of Education, Roger Williams University, Rhode Island 

Humphrey Tonkin, President Emeritus and Professor of Humanities, University of 
Hartford, Connecticut; Vice-President for Program, Evaluation and Research, 
International Partnership for Service Learning 
Richard Baguma, General Secretary of the United Nations Association of Uganda 
John Woodall, Professor of Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School; Founder and Director, 
The Unity Project, Harvard University; Director, Resilient Response to Social Crisis 
Working Group, Mind Brain Behavior Initiative, Harvard University 

 
Participants:  Approximately 120 
 

The purpose of this workshop was to understand what it means to develop partnerships that are 
based on ownership and commitment, and to gain knowledge to enable participants to develop these 
partnerships once they return home. The panel identified communication obstacles, clarified physical and 
cultural issues, and discussed how effective partnerships can be established with proper understanding of 
these issues. Bahiyyih Chaffers explained that unfortunately even the most educated and service-minded 
people are unaware of the MDGs.   

 
Richard Baguma addressed some basic communication concepts such as the need to have an 

audience, and how the physical and cultural structures of communication could affect the outcome of the 
message. One example was in his native land of Uganda where there are only 26 million people, but 52 
spoken official languages. He spoke of the challenge of translating the MDG report into all of those 
languages and pointed out that the meaning could be different depending on the population. He also 
expressed concern about the lack of technology in certain developing regions. 
 

Humphrey Tonkin and Timothy Reagan spoke of top-down communication losing much of its 
meaning by the time it finally reaches the people it is intended to serve. They spoke of the importance of 
involving and establishing partnerships, not just among the development organizations, the UN, the 
governments, and the NGOs, but with the poorest of the poor; the people who they are intending to serve: 
the victims of HIV/AIDS; the mothers who do not have quality health care; and the illiterates. These voices 
are not being heard and they are not adaptable. They stressed that they have to figure out ways to 
communicate with thos e people so that they can become ‘not those people’ but ‘our people’, and be part of 
the partnership. 
 

A good example of the need for cultural sensitivity in development work is an American 
agricultural expert who may go to Pakistan and suggest the idea of composting as a solution to a village’s 
rubbish. While everyone could agree this is a great solution if one lives in Iowa, in rural Pakistan a compost 
heap would become a perfect place for a mother cobra to lay her eggs. This illustrates the importance of 
local knowledge and why solutions sometimes need to be adapted.  

 
John Woodall spoke about communication processes and how to engage people in ways that they 

will feel ownership. He went into detail about what motivates people and held a dialogue with audience 
members about what they felt was their most important MDG and why. He shared ideas about getting to 
one’s highest level of motivation, understanding and accepting the consequences of one’s decision and then 
making a commitment. He also helped enlighten the participants on how not to ‘sell’ the MDGs like a 
consumable product. He helped others find what motivates them, what makes them feel really human and 



connected to the global community. He drew the attention to the opportunities in the MDGs, which we all 
communally own and have responsibility for. 



Forging Links and Taking Action:  Millennium Development Goals             
and the Madrid Plan of Action on Aging 

 
Sponsored by American Association of Retired Persons (AARP), American Psychological Association, 
Armenian International Women’s Association, Inc., International Council of Psychologists, International 
Federation on Aging, 

Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues 
 
Moderator: Jessica Franks, Vice-Chair, NGO Committee on Ageing/New York, AARP Office of 

International Affairs 
 
Speakers: Jose Aparicio, Department of Infectious Diseases, Lutheran Medical Center 

Natalie Gordon, Social Policy Consultant 
Michael Mernagh, Program Coordinator, South Inner City Community Development 
Association (SICCDA), Dublin, Ireland 
Elham Seyedsayamdost, MDG Network Facilitator, United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) 

 
Participants:   Approximately 60  
 
 

This workshop focused on linking priority directions from the Madrid Plan of Action on Ageing 
with key Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  
 

Jessica Franks pointed out that the MDGs and Millennium Declaration Summit both failed to 
address the older population and do not effectively link to the Madrid Plan of Action on Ageing. Older 
persons are an asset, not a liability, and will greatly influence the outcome of the MDGs.  
 

Elham Seyedsayamdost outlined the importance of aligning the MDGs with the ageing population, 
and how the UNDP plays a role. She shared important statistics on ageing, including that one in ten people 
is 60 years or older. 
 

Ageing issues are crucial socioeconomic matters and global knowledge and understanding need to 
be increased. Ageing has many different concerns; and if development policies do not include them, a 
significant segment of every developing country’s population is unattended. UNDP can play a role by 
supporting incorporation of ageing challenges into the MDG agenda networking through MDGNet for 
advocacy and support. 
 

Michael Mernagh discussed the importance of social inclusion through community development 
for populations normally excluded from society. He explained that many lessons can be learned from the 
successes and failures of working widows in Ireland. 
 

SICCDA and the National Association of Widows in Ireland are active in identifying victims and 
going public with their stories. By creating a common platform for action, education, and discussion, they 
have involved the community and maintained momentum in lobbying for change reversing unfavourable 
policies. It is important to maintain clarity of focus on a single issue, create strategic alliances, empower 
victims, and continuously build on each success. 

 
Jose Aparicio  focused on reducing stigma and healthcare disparity for older persons.  Healthcare 

systems are not set up to handle their needs, exacerbating the stigma and social exclusion they feel. 
Healthcare workers lack knowledge and understanding of the special needs of older people. 
 

The stigma of the elderly, specifically in healthcare, is being a burden to institutions and societies. 
Coupled with exclusion from equitable access to basic services the elderly can have low self-esteem, 
isolation and depression. 



 
It is necessary to develop action plans for adequate healthcare for older persons, including 

identifying threats to their health, promoting healthy behaviours and environments, defining standards for 
appropriate health services, and providing training for the healthcare workforce. 
 

Natalie Gordon stressed that while it is important to build partnerships with youth, it is even more 
important to utilize the resource that is our ageing population. Ageing women, in particular, bring a wide 
range of experience and knowledge to the table, but their needs are being neglected and their contributions 
are being grossly underused. 
 

All societies discriminate in some way against the elderly. The International Year of Older 
Persons directed the attention of both governments and NGOs to elderly populations and their specific 
challenges, and promoted the great knowledge and experience this group has to offer.   
 

Older people have the time, wisdom, and experience to help make this a better world, and are 
often the ones acting as caregivers for the sick and abandoned.  



The Ethical and Spiritual Dimensions of the Millennium Development 
Goals  

 
Sponsored by United Religions Initiatives at the United Nations, World Peace Prayer Society, Temple of 

Understanding, Information Habitat: Where Information Lives, Wittenberg Center for Alternative 
Resources 

 
Moderator: Deborah Moldow, Facilitator, United Religions Initiative at the United Nations; 

Director, World Peace Prayer Society 
 
Speaker:  Noel Brown, Former Director of the United Nations Environment Programme New York 

Office; President, Friends of the United Nations; Director of Training, Oceans Institute 
 
Participants:  Approximately 100   

 

Noel Brown stated that the war against terror has eclipsed the war against poverty. Billions of 
dollars are being spent on war while two billion people live in poverty. There needs to be a moral balance 
to address both problems. Dr. Brown asked: “What can we do to mobilize the moral and spiritual energies 
of our planet?” 

He suggested that spiritual, ethical and moral considerations need to be part of the implementation 
of the MDGs, emphasizing that these virtues should not be ignored. Last year, at the International Peace 
Day he brought together spiritual leaders to urge the Secretary-General to include spiritual dimensions as a 
part of the UN’s overall MDGs strategy. Dr. Brown explained that there is no coercive force that can force 
a government to make more resources available to the poor, but ethical and spiritual forces will prod them 
into action. 
 

The Secretary -General has never invited the world’s spiritual leaders to meet with him to explore 
the moral and spiritual problems on his agenda. If the Secretary-General did meet with spiritual leaders, 
various congregations and religions, they would realize their place and responsibility in the new global 
order.  
 
  Dr. Brown suggested the following to publicize the MDGs:  
1. Focus one day a year on drawing attention to the MDGs’ contribution to human progress. 
2. Create textbooks and curriculum on the MDGs. 
3. Children should be involved and the MDGs should be brought into the academic community. There 

needs to be a children’s version of the MDGs.  
4. Create a MDG scholarship programme. 
 

 He told a compelling story about a boy he met who raised one million dollars by the time he was 
twelve years old. Dr. Brown used the boy’s story to make the point that “we need to fill our youngsters 
with the values of the MDGs. Young people should write about the goals and illustrate them and that would 
be far more persuasive and effective then anything produced by adults. 

 

 In conclusion, Dr. Brown suggested that we prepare a report o n the ethical implications of the 
MDGs and present it to the Secretary-General next year. NGOs are partners and that is just what is needed 
to get the goals accomplished. 

 

 Deborah Moldrow divided participants into focus groups, each representing one of the eight 
MDGs. Each group discussed the moral and ethical implications of their MDG. The goal after a half-hour 



discussion was for each group to come up with a defining, ethical statement about their goal that explained 
its deeper, spiritual purpose.  

  

Participants expressed a deep spiritual meaning for each MDG. Some of the statements heard were 
“Do unto others as you would have them do unto you”; “New partners in development should bring social 
justice to the world”, and “A spiritual revolution driving global partnership”. 

  

After each group read their statement, Ms. Williams closed the seminar by stating that we can use 
the power of prayer and intention to get the MDGs accomplished and that the spiritual and ethical 
dimensions of the MDGs are key to their  achievement. 



Effective Partnerships for Youth Action 

 
Sponsored by Youth Subcommittee of the 57th Annual DPI/NGO Conference Planning Committee, the 

Education Development Center, Martin Luther King(EDC), Jr. Center for Non-Violence, Manhattanville 
College,              Seeds of Peace, and Global Youth Action Network 

 
Moderator: Shamina de Gonzaga, Representative to the United Nations, World Council of Peoples 

for the United Nations 
 
Speakers: Cliff Frazier, Executive Director, Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Non-Violence 

Jason Higgins , Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Non-Violence 
Nita Himaduna, Manhattanville College, Seeds of Peace 
Ron Israel, Vice President, Education Development Center 
Benjamin Quinto, Executive Director, Global Youth Action Network 
June Tano , Independent Performer, Tano Dance School 
Kevin Thomas, Independent Performer, Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Non-
Violence 

 
Participants: Approximately 90 
 

 
This workshop focused on engaging youth in international development; looking into current 

models of youth leadership in peace and decision-making; utilizing arts to achieve Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
vision of a beloved community; and developing concrete strategies for effective youth participation and 
action within the United Nations system and beyond.  
 

Shamina de Gonzaga opened this workshop, the third in a series of three youth workshops, and 
expressed that they were a result of a concerted effort to ensure that there was a place for youth to come 
together and develop their strategies for effective action.  She stressed the need for continuity and urged 
interested participants to register with the Youth Committee on their website (www.ngodpiexecom.org). 
 

Ron Israel began by speaking about programmes which the EDC is currently undertaking that 
promote youth involvement. He discussed how these programmes address critical challenges around the 
world in education, health, technology and human rights. These projects include the Youth Employment 
Summit, a series of annual global conferences held in collaboration with a worldwide campaign to improve 
and create jobs for young people in countries around the world, and Youth Trust, a programme that is 
sponsored and funded by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and is 
designed to address the needs of out-of-school youth in countries around the world. Another current project 
by the EDC is a collaborative activity called Our World.  This initiative attempts to develop a curriculum of 
global citizenship education for young people. Mr. Israel discussed a training programme that EDC has 
developed and implemented, called Engaging Youth in International Development . The programme is a 
series of interactive training events that connect youth interested in working in international development 
with development agencies. 
 

Nita Himaduna described her experience as a young woman faced with the stresses of war. Ms. 
Himaduna illustrated how she first became involved with the Seeds of Peace organization, an NGO 
dedicated to empowering young leaders from regions of conflict with the leadership skills required to 
advance reconciliation and coexistence. As a native Kosovar Albanian, Ms. Himaduna attended a Seeds of 
Peace camp where she was faced with the personal dilemma of having to coexist with native Serbs. It was 
then that Ms. Himaduna realized that only non-violent means would achieve the peace and the goals of the 
MDGs.  
 

Cliff Frazier described how the MDGs and youth development are the embodiment of Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s ideals. Mr. Frazier stated that the King Center is committed to furthering the Kingian 
principles and to being an instrument for positive social change in the world. 



  
Jason Higgins described how music, specifically hip-hop music, and the Kingian principles can be 

comb ined to effectively convey the message of non-violence and social activism to youth. He stressed that 
the important issue is to make sure that the MDG messages are contextualized in a way that is palatable to 
young people.  
 

Benjamin Quinto stressed that the UN needs the energy and dynamism that young people can 
provide. He illustrated that young people can help accomplish the MDGs by being the primary 
communication vehicle for them. Mr. Quinto concluded that it is crucial that youth be involved in all 
aspects of the MDGs in order to achieve them. 
 



The Role of NGOs in Overcoming Poverty through Education 

 
Sponsored by Women's Federation for World Peace International, the International Relief Friendship 

Foundation and International Religious Youth Service 
 

Moderator: Motoko Sugiyama, Director, United Nations Office, Women's Federation for World 
Peace; Vice President, Women's Federation for World Peace International 

 
Speakers: Erina Rutangye , President, Women's Federation for World Peace Uganda 
 Kathy Winings, Vice President of the Board and Former Executive Director, 

International Relief Friendship Foundation; Vice President of the Board, International 
Relief Friendship Foundation 

 John Gehring , Executive Director, International Religious Youth Service 
 P.C. Lunia, Chairman of Golden India Foundation 
 
Participants:  Approximately 70 
 

Speakers focused on education as a tool for women’s empowerment, children’s rights and poverty 
eradication. They described grassroots programmes, educational resources, and volunteer networks. 
 

Erina Rutangye shared her success stories by describing the importance and the positive impact 
that partnering with local NGOs, local federations and the local community has had in the process of 
poverty eradication and HIV prevention in her region. She reported successful outcomes due to active 
involvement of the community in "hands on" activities and the practice of preventive processes.   
 

Uganda has been working towards the eradication of poverty through education. One community 
created two primary schools for children ages 4 to 14 years with 310 and 217 children respectively. These 
schools had a life-changing impact on the lives of these extremely poor families. Her organization has held 
approximately 300 seminars that have helped approximately 400 families through family and marriage 
counseling, hygiene consciousness and agricultural productivity.  
 

Uganda also has several HIV prevention programmes at community meetings and schools. One 
programme works on behavioural change, defined as Ris k-reduction and Risk-elimination. The other 
programme is the ABC Model, which is controversial: Abstinence, Be faithful, and Condoms (used 
correctly and consistently). 
 

Kathy Winnings described micro enterprises, microfinance and service learning curriculu ms 
comprised of local educational programmes that her organization conducts. These programmes offer 
vocational and agricultural training, skill based classes, computer training, capacity building coursework 
and others. These training partnerships have allowed individuals experiencing unhealthy attitudes toward 
themselves and their community, extreme anger, and lack of hope for the future, to develop self esteem and 
become empowered to feel useful and competent.  
 

John Gehring encouraged the participants to engage in the MDGs. He said that the pathway to 
peace is a pathway from war. We have to work together as one group. There are many testimonies of how 
important it is to trust and to develop love by beginning projects that are geared to join communities. His 
projects include (1) inter-religious harmony as a general theme; (2) conflict resolution and peace building; 
(3) promote sustainable development; (4) cross-cultural understanding and (5) the role of faith in social 
change as a supplemental theme. Special sessions comprised of dialogues and reflections to empower the 
participants to evaluate their personal and collective learning experience. 
 

P.C. Lunia explained that his organization is engaged in researching solutions for the eradication 
of poverty, overpopulation, and other issues existing in India. Poverty is the greatest challenge being 
encountered by economists, governments, and social and political leaders. Out of the six and a half billion 
people on this planet, three billion, more than 47 per cent of the world population, live below the poverty 



line. He presented a programme where millions of people can learn skills of their choice, which can help 
them earn their livelihood and exit the vicious circle of poverty. The available modern technology is a tool 
to educate and train millions of people without large investments. He called for a free virtual university; 
various job training programs; training for farmers; and programmes for mediation.  
 



Global Cooperation for Achieving the Millennium Development Goals       
with Concrete Deeds 

 
 

Sponsored by Communications Coordination Committee for the Untied Nations and                                            
World Association of Former United Nations Interns and Fellows (WAFUNIF) 

 
Moderator: William Gellermann, Communications Coordination Committee for the United Nations  
   (CCC/UN) 
 
Speakers: Remigio Maradona, Senior Institutional Advancement Specialist, World Association of 

Former United Nations Interns and Fellows 
 
Participants:  Approximately 10  
 
 

This workshop combined theory and practice for achieving the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) by describing the successful programmes and methods of the World Association of Former United 
Nations Internes and Fellows, Inc. (WAFUNIF) in developing countries. 
 

In March 2003, the first WAFUNIF Culture of Peace Learning Multicenter was opened in El 
Viejo, Chinandega, Nicaragua. Remigio Maradona explained how this programme is an example of public, 
private, and civil society cooperation and partnership. WAFUNI F has brought together the multi-
stakeholders in order to make the Center a reality and to help finance its future operation and sustainability. 
Nicaragua has embarked on a programme to promote digital literacy, literacy, and help overcome poverty 
and improve development standards.  
 

The vision for WAFUNIF Culture of Peace Learning Multicenter Program is to establish eight 
more multicenters around the world. The sites for these centers have already been acquired. The difficulty 
is securing resources and funding to offer a multicenter. For example, the Zambia site needs complete 
renovation along with equipment. In many of the rural areas, there is no consistent electricity which 
presents logistical problems of keeping a computer based learning center in operation.  
 

Mr. Maradona emphasized that the mission of these Peace Learning Multicenters contribute towards 
achieving the MDGs in the following ways: 
§ All children at the multicenters get a nutritional meal on a daily basis. (MDG 1) 
§ All the clients served at the multicenters are taught computer skills.  

(MDG 2) 
§ They promote women’s empowerment through education and employment–60 per cent of the 

participants are women. (MDG 3) 
§ Children participate in computer based virtual software games which teach the importance of 

environmental sustainability. (MDG 7) 
§ The multicenters partner with ITE, a private sector company, to provide the software and programming 

as well as training of personnel. (MDG 8) 
 
  Futbol/soccer is the premier universal sports activity throughout the world, over 30 million players 
are registered representing over 200 countries, four billion spectators paid admissions to futbol matches in 
2000. Futbol is the single most popular sport in the world with great growth in developing countries. 
WAFUNIF has seen the potential of connecting interest of futbol with a peace and development 
programme. The idea was to create the Worlds First Global Futbol Club by bringing together the greatest 
futbol players.  
 

Mr. Maradona explained how Futbol 4 Peace will plan annual global tour events, celebrations, and 
futbol activities/games to promote goodwill, fellowship, and awareness of the MDGs throughout the world. 
This programme has great potential for reaching out to developing countries through sports activity. In 



September 2004, an agreement was signed with the United Nations Postal Administration and WAFUNIF 
to promote Futbol 4 Peace with United Nations Futbol stamps and merchandise to be sold at the UN Post 
Office site. There is a possibility that a portion of the received promotional funds will go to support of the 
Peace Learning Multicenters. Through adequate media coverage, these international futbol events will 
impact on the perception of sport as a means of fostering a culture of peace and non-violence in the 
children of the world. 
 

 
 



Speaking for Peace and Development: Voices of Veterans and 
Increasing Role of Women through Implementation of UN Security 

Council Resolution 1325 
 

Sponsored by NGO Working Group on Women, Peace and Security, Veterans for Peace (USA),                      
Veterans Against Nuclear Arms (Canada) 

 
Moderator:  Sayre Sheldon, President Emerita, National Board Member, UN representative 

of Women’s Action for New Directions (WAND), member of the NGO Working 
Group on Women, Peace and Security 

 
Speakers: Stav Adivi, US representative of the Israeli “refusenik” group Courage to 
Refuse.  

Ellen Barfield, National Vice-President and Main Representative to the United 
Nations of Veterans for Peace 
Kara Picirilli, Peace Women Project of the UN Offic e of the Women’s 
International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) 

 
Participants:  Approximately 80 
 

Sayre Sheldon opened the workshop by stating that there are enormous connections 
between women and veterans, and the connections get stronger as more and more women are in 
our military and become veterans. She said that the MDGs cannot be accomplished without 
peace, because war and militarization simply destroy every Millennium Development Goal.   
 

Stav Adivi made a plea to help the Israelis and Palestinians overcome the vicious circle 
of violence that has occurred during the last four years. He spoke about how the violence in the 
area continues to escalate every day and without the help of the international community, it will 
not end. Major Adivi also discussed the selective refusal combatant letter that he and many other 
Israeli solders signed three years ago. According to Major Adivi, selective refusal means, they are 
not refusing to be in the army, or to carry arms, or use weapons if necessary, but will not to do it 
with regards to the occupation of the Palestinian territories.  To clarify the selective refusal 
position, Major Adivi discussed the Israeli policy of checkpoints and roadblocks in the occupied 
areas and how they have a devastating effect on both the Israeli and Palestinian people.   
 

Ellen Barfield first stated, “Veterans for Peace’s principal mission is to facilitate veterans 
of the United States military to speak out against war.” She described projects they were involved 
with in Vietnam, Afghanistan and Central America. She also discussed their Iraqi water project, 
which has been ongoing for the past few years. Ms. Barfield described  the general status of the 
many water treatment facilities in Iraq, and indicated that none of them had worked well since 
1991.  The sanctions prevented any rebuilding, clean drinking water was something that nearly all 
Iraqi population had not had for many years. Realizing that they could not fix every water 
treatment plant in the country, they just worked on what they could, and repaired six water 
treatment facilities with three different delegations.   

 
Kara Picirilli stated that The PeaceWomen Project of WILPF works for the full and rapid 

implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on women, peace and security. WILPF 
is also a member of the NGO working group on Women Peace and Security. This organization 
existed before the resolution and is now comprised of women who advocated the Security 



Council as well as the UN to create awareness, not only to the unique and disproportionate impact 
of armed conflict on women, but also to the important role of women in peace building.   

 
Ms. Picirilli indicated that she would like to show the MDGs in the context of armed 

conflict (war), and also at the same time illustrate peace and human security. She invited six 
workshop participants to read each Millennium Development Goal and read the part of UN 
Security Council Resolution 1325 and the Beijing Platform that parallels the Security Council 
statement. She then showed the connection between these three important documents and what 
women are saying about armed conflict. 
 



People and the Environment: Achieving Global Sustainability               
through Equitable Practices 

 

Sponsored by Center for Environment and Population, Tides Center, National Wildlife Federation, 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), Sierra Club, Links, Delta Sigma 

Theta, Diasporan Touch and Sister to Sister International, Inc. 

 
Moderator:  Eric Boone , New York State Council, Association for the Advancement of Colored 

People (NAACP) 
 

Speakers:  Aaron Mair, J. Haywood Burns Environmental Education Center, Inc. 
Vicky Markham , Director, Center for Environment and Population 
Julie Starr , National Wildlife Federation 

 
Participants:   Approximately 40 
 

Eric Boone introduced discussion topics which were the impact of population factors and resource 
consumption on our environment; and steps that civil society can take to help achieve the MDG on 
environmental sustainability. He pointed out that the NAACP has become aware of a new segregation, 
environmental contamination, which is being targeted to poor and minority communities. The NAACP is 
now collaborating with several environmental organizations to look into this issue. 
 

Vicky Markham looked at how people impact the environment and how certain global 
communities are impacted by environmental contamination. She focused on how human population trends 
in the United States and, to a smaller extent internationally, impact the environment. Population dynamics 
such as population growth, population density, population movement, and consumption are related to the 
human impact on the environment.  
 

After looking at international issues on population and the environment and then focusing on the 
United States, research revealed that the US has a largely disproportionate impact per capita than any 
country in many environmental sectors including land use, forest, energy, toxic waste, water, biodiversity, 
and fisheries. Ms. Markham suggested that when we look at environmental trends in the US, we look at the 
US as being a global player. Since the US is the world’s leader in environmental destruction in many 
sectors, it should take the lead in improving the environment.  
 

Julie Starr discussed the goals dealt with at the 1994 Population and Development Conference in 
Cairo and the current ten-year review. Analysis showed that the environment seems to be overshadowed 
and is not really placed in the center of the agenda and NGOs argue that environmental issues cannot be 
placed separately and taken off the agenda because it is critical to achieving not only the population and 
development goals set in Cairo but also the MDGs. Some case studies show that integrated programmes 
that offer a mix of sustainable agriculture, reproductive health, food security and natural resource 
management are more effective at ensuring greater community participation and in achieving the goals than 
programmes that are not integrated. We cannot separate health, poverty, economics, education and other 
issues from the environment. 
 

Aaron Mair said that critical issues include land development and expansion, labour and capital. 
One threat to the environment is suburban growth, and basically the affluent, which are part of the US 
domestic environment, is growing and increasing consumption. He also reported that a study on waste 
transfer discovered that waste was being targeted to minority communities. Before reaching out to the 
international community, domestic NGOs need to gather and see how the US domestic issues can be 
improved.   
 



Final comments by the panelists and participants include: 
 

• Corporations are free to negatively impact people and the environment. 
• Responsibility for the environment lies with corporations as well as individuals 
• Education and research need to be encouraged. 
• Create a forum that suggests that clean air is a human right. 
• Create an information campaign to confront these issues. 

 
  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 


