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Letter dated 26 July 2001 from the Permanent Representative of
Israel to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

I wish to draw your attention to the latest Israeli casualty in the ongoing
Palestinian terrorist campaign against Israel.

On the morning of 24 July 2001, the body of Yuri Gushchin, an 18-year-old
Israeli boy from the Jerusalem neighbourhood of Pisgat Ze’ev, was found in the
Palestinian-controlled town of Ramallah. Palestinian security officials turned over
Gushchin’s body, which showed signs of both gunshot and stab wounds, to Israeli
officials. The Al-Aqsa Martyrs Battalions, a Palestinian terrorist group associated
with Chairman Yasser Arafat’s own Fatah faction, claimed responsibility for the
murder.

The attack is merely the latest in a continuous campaign of Palestinian
terrorism that has been detailed in my letters dated 17 July 2001 (A/56/201-
S/2001/706), 13 July 2001 (A/56/184-S/2001/696), 3 July 2001 (A/56/138-
S/2001/662), 2 July 2001 (A/56/131-S/2001/656), 21 June 2001 (A/56/119-
S/2001/619), 19 June 2001 (A/56/98-S/2001/611), 18 June 2001 (A/56/97-
S/2001/604), 13 June 2001 (A/56/92-S/2001/585), 11 June 2001 (A/56/91-
S/2001/580), 4 June 2001 (A/56/85-S/2001/555), 30 May 2001 (A/56/81-
S/2001/540), 25 May 2001 (A/56/80-S/2001/524), 18 May 2001 (A/56/78-
S/2001/506), 11 May 2001 (A/56/72-S/2001/473), 9 May 2001 (A/56/69-
S/2001/459), 1 May 2001 (A/55/924-S/2001/435), 23 April 2001 (A/55/910-
S/2001/396), 16 April 2001 (A/55/901-S/2001/364), 28 March 2001 (A/55/863-
S/2001/291), 27 March 2001 (A/55/860-S/2001/280), 26 March 2001 (A/55/858-
S/2001/278), 19 March 2001 (A/55/842-S/2001/244), 5 March 2001 (A/55/821-
S/2001/193), 2 March 2001 (A/55/819-S/2001/187), 14 February 2001 (A/55/787-
S/2001/137), 13 February 2001 (A/55/781-S/2001/132), 2 February 2001 (A/55/762-
S/2001/103), 25 January 2001 (A/55/748-S/2001/81), 23 January 2001 (A/55/742-
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S/2001/71), 28 December 2000 (A/55/719-S/2000/1252), 22 November 2000
(A/55/641-S/2000/1114), 20 November 2000 (A/55/634-S/2000/1108), and 2
November 2000 (A/55/540-S/2000/1065).

To date, 135 Israelis have been killed since the onset of hostilities in late
September 2000.

These attacks also come as Israel is continuing to exercise restraint in an effort
to adhere to the principles of the Tenet ceasefire. This policy persists despite
ongoing Palestinian attacks. Since the Tenet ceasefire went into effect, there have
been over 700 separate attacks in which 16 Israelis have been killed and 75
wounded. The Palestinians have yet to undertake significant and concerted action to
prevent such attacks in fulfilment of their obligations under the terms of the
ceasefire.

Israel again calls on the Palestinian leadership to strictly adhere to the terms of
the ceasefire as well as the numerous other commitments it has made to renounce
the use of violence and terrorism and to pursue political aims through a peaceful
process of dialogue.

I should be grateful if you would arrange to have the text of the present letter
circulated as a document of the General Assembly, under item 178 of the provisional
agenda, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Yehuda Lancry
Permanent Representative


