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Administrative and budgetary aspects of the financing of the
United Nations peacekeeping oper ations

Thisitemwasincluded in the agenda of the forty-fourth session of the General Assembly,
in 1989, pursuant to Assembly decision 43/455, and was al so considered at the forty-fifth
toforty-ninthand fifty-first sessions (resolutions44/192, 45/258, 47/218, 48/227, 49/233
A and B, 49/249 A and B and 51/218, and decision 46/480).

At its fifty-fourth session,?® the General Assembly decided that, from the date of the
adoption of the resolution and without prejudice to the relevant financial regulations and
rules of the United Nations, all financial contributions of Belarus and Ukraine to the
Organization, including those for which assessmentswereissued prior to 1996, should be
taken into account when determining whether the amount of their arrears, as calculated
in accordance with its decision 49/470, equalled or exceeded the amount of the
contributionsduefrom Belarusand Ukrainefor the preceding two full yearsin accordance
with Article 19 of the Charter of the United Nations; emphasized that that decision should
not exempt Belarusand Ukrainefromtheir obligationto pay all outstanding contributions;

208 References for the fifty-fourth session (agendaitem 151):
(@) Relevant chapter of the report of the International Civil Service Commission for the year 1999:
Supplement No. 30 (A/54/30);
(b)  Reports of the Secretary-General:
@) Revised post requirements for the support account for peacekeeping operations for the
period from 1 July 1999 to 30 June 2000: A/54/648;
(ii)  Lossesof United Nations property in peacekeeping operations. A/54/669 and Corr.1;
(iii)  Financing of the United Nations Logistics Base at Brindisi: performance report for the
period from 1 July 1998 to 30 June 1999: A/54/711;
(iv)  Financing of the United Nations Logistics Base at Brindisi: proposed budget for the
period from 1 July 2000 to 30 June 2001: A/54/733;
(v)  Review of the rates of reimbursement to the Governments of troop-contributing States:
A/54/763;
(vi)  Support account for peacekeeping operations: performance report for the period from 1
July 1998 to 30 June 1999: A/54/797,
(vii) Support account for peacekeeping operations: estimated requirements for the period from
1 July 2000 to 30 June 2001: A/54/800;
(c)  Notes by the Secretary-General:
(i) Death and disability benefits: A/C.5/53/66, A/C.5/54/13 and A/C.5/54/47;
(ii)  Budgetary requirements of peacekeeping operations: A/C.5/54/61,;
(iii)  Support account for peacekeeping operations and financing of the United Nations
Logistics Base at Brindisi: A/C.5/54/63 and Corr.1;

215



A/55/100

216

(a)

called upon Belarus and Ukraine to make proposals for the treatment of their arrears
concerning thefinancing of peacekeeping operations; and decided to keep thematter under
review (resolution 54/242).

Financing of the United Nations peacekeeping oper ations'

Support account for peacekeeping operations

Thesupport account for peacekeeping operationswasestabli shed effective 1 January 1990
for the purpose of meeting the needs of departmentsand officesat Headquartersproviding
direct support to peacekeeping operations. It became operational on 1 May 1990 through
the incorporation of resources relating to the overload posts that were funded from the
separate budgets of the five peacekeeping operationsin existence at the time, which were
financed outside the scope of the regul ar budget. Those peacekeeping operationswerethe
United Nations Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF), the United Nations
Peacekeeping Forcein Cyprus (UNFICY P), the United Nations|nterim Forcein Lebanon
(UNIFIL), the United Nations Iran-Iraq Military Observer Group (UNIMOG) and the
United Nations Observer Group for Central America(ONUCA). Initsresolution 45/258,
the General Assembly approved the establishment of the fund.

Initsresolution 50/221 B, the Assembly approved on a provisional basis, for the period
from 1 July 1996 to 30 June 1997, new support account funding arrangements whereby
the Assembly would appropriate the Headquarters backstopping requirementsfor the 12-
month fiscal period ending 30 June of thefollowing year, Member Stateswoul d be assessed

(iv)  Transmitting the report of the Office of Internal Oversight Services on the audit of the
management of service and ration contracts in peacekeeping missions: A/54/335;
(v)  Transmitting the report of the Office of Internal Oversight Services on the audit of the
liquidation of peacekeeping missions: A/54/394 and Corr.1;
(vi)  Transmitting the report of the Office of Internal Oversight Services on the audit of contingent-
owned equipment procedures and payments to troop-contributing countries: A/54/765 and
Corr.1;
(vii) Reform of the procedure for determining reimbursement to Member States for contingent-
owned equipment: A/54/795;
(d)  Reports of the Advisory Committee:
@) Implementation of the reformed procedures for determining reimbursement to Member States
for contingent-owned equipment: A/53/944 and Corr.1 and A/54/826;
(ii)  Support account for peacekeeping operations: A/54/661; A/54/832;
(iii)  Death and disability benefits: A/54/782;
(iv)  United Nations Logistics Base at Brindisi: A/54/841 and Add.8;
(v)  Reimbursement to troop-contributing countries: A/54/841 and A/54/859;
(e) Letters:
@) Letter dated 28 January 2000 from the Chairman of the Phase V Working Group on reform
procedures for determining reimbursement of contingent-owned equipment addressed to the
Chairman of the Fifth Committee, transmitting the report of the Working Group: A/C.5/54/49;
(ii)  Letter dated 13 April 2000 from the Permanent Representative of the United States of America
to the United Nations addressed to the Chairman of the Fifth Committee: A/C.5/54/55;
Q) Note verbale dated 23 June 1999 from the Permanent Mission of South Africato the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-General: A/53/1009;
(9 Reports of the Fifth Committee: A/54/684 and Add.1 and 2;
(h) Resolutions 54/19 A and B, 54/242, 54/243 A and B and 54/278 and decisions 54/456 to 459 A and
B, 54/485 and 54/486;
0] Meetings of the Fifth Committee: A/C.5/54/SR.14, 15, 45, 47, 49, 56, 65-67 and 74,
) Plenary meetings: A/54/PV.33, 43, 88, 95 and 98.
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on the same scale as that used for peacekeeping assessments and the requirements would
be prorated among the individual peacekeeping operations rather than appropriated and
assessed separately.

At its resumed fifty-fourth session,?* the General Assembly decided to maintain for the
period from 1 July 2000 to 30 June 2001 the funding mechanism for the support account
usedinthecurrent period, asprovisionally approved in paragraph 3 of itsresol ution 50/221
B; approved 469 support account-funded temporary posts, including one P-3 and one
General Servicepost for the Training Unit of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations;
noted the importance of the continuing efforts of the Secretary-General to develop a
comprehensive concept of the United Nations rapid deployment capability, and invited
the Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations to review the concept, including its
compatibility with the rapidly deployable mission headquarters, in accordance with
paragraph 24 of the report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions (A/54/832), and requested the Secretary-General to report thereon to the
Assembly at its fifty-fifth session; requested the Secretary-General to take into account
the mandate of relevant committees before requesting any human or financial resources;
also requested the Secretary-General to inform Member States of all job vacanciesin the
Department of Peacekeeping Operationsand infield missionsinatimely manner; reiterated
its requests to the Secretary-General to continue his efforts to avoid duplication and
overlapping among departments of the Secretariat related to backstopping peacekeeping
activities and requested him to keep it informed on concrete measures taken; reaffirmed
theneed for the Secretary-General to ensurethat del egation of authority to the Department
and the field missionswasin strict compliance with relevant resol utions and decisions as
well asrelevant rules and procedures of the Assembly; approved the support account post
and non-post requirementsin the amount of $50,699,900 gross ($43,237,900 net) for the
period from 1 July 2000 to 30 June 2001; decided to apply the unencumbered balance of
$2,179,000 from the period from 1 July 1998 to 30 June 1999, inclusive of $601,000 in
miscellaneous and interest income, for the resources required for the period from 1 July
2000 to 30 June 2001, and to prorate the bal ance of $48,520,900 gross ($41,058,900 net)
among the individual active peacekeeping operation budgets to meet the resource
requirementsfor the support account for the period from 1 July 2000 to 30 June 2001; and
stressed theimportance of providing detailed and comprehensiveinformation ontraining
activities, including information on its relation with the interests of the United Nations
(resolution 54/243 B).

Financing of the United Nations L ogistics Base at Brindisi, Italy

Atitsresumed fifty-fourth session,?® the General Assembly welcomed the recent positive
developmentsintheutilization of theUnited NationsL ogisticsBaseat Brindisi, especially
in contributing crucial logistic support to the launching of large new missions; reiterated
theneedtoimplement, asamatter of priority, an effectiveinventory management standard,
especially inrespect of peacekeeping operationsinvolving highinventory val ue; wel comed
theintention of the Secretary-General to review the concept of operations of the Base and
requested him to fully consider the observations and recommendations of the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions and to report thereon to the
Assembly as soon as possible during itsfifty-fifth session; approved the cost estimatesfor
the Base amounting to $9,317,400 gross ($8,481,300 net) for the period from 1 July 2000
to 30 June 2001; decided to apply the unencumbered balance of $451,800 in respect of
the period from 1 July 1998 to 30 June 1999, the interest income of $114,000 and
miscellaneous income of $1,166,000 ($1,731,800 in total) to the resources required for
the period from 1 July 2000 to 30 June 2001; decided to prorate the balance of $7,585,600
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gross ($6,479,500 net) among the individual active peacekeeping operations budgets to
meet the financing requirements of the Base for the period from 1 July 2000 to 30 June
2001; approved acivilian establishment of 10 Professional, 13 Field Serviceand 831ocally
recruited staff; and decided to consider at itsfifty-fifth session the question of thefinancing
of the United Nations Logistics Base at Brindisi (resolution 54/278).

Reformed proceduresfor determining reimbursement to Member Statesfor
contingent-owned equipment

At its resumed fifty-fourth session in June 2000,2% the General Assembly endorsed the
recommendations of the Phase V Working Group on reform procedures for determining
reimbursement of contingent-owned equi pment (see A/C.5/54/49); requested the Secretary-
General to collect the datafrom Member States referred to in the recommendations made
by the Working Group in paragraphs 44 and 45 of itsreport concerning the cost of painting
and repainting major equipment; took note of the views of the Secretariat regarding
replacement of theterm“force-wide” withtheterm“forcelevel”, theinclusion of climatic
and environmental changes under inland transportation costs, and the medical equipment
threshold of $1,500, and invited the post-Phase V Working Group to reconsider those
issues; decided to convene, for not fewer than 10 working days, in accordance with annex
I X tothereport of theWorking Group, apost-PhaseV Working Group in January/February
2001 toreview ratesfor major equi pment, self-sustainment and medical support services,
and to include, within the post-Phase V Working Group, appropriate expertise to conduct
the vaccination cost review recommended by the Working Group in paragraph 87 (a) (iii)
of its report; requested the Secretary-General to ensure that adequate and sufficient
conferencefacilitiesfor the post-Phase V Working Group were provided, taking duly into
consideration the Working Group’ s structure and needs; requested the Secretary-General
to collect data from Member States and to report to the Assembly on the extent of his
success; urged Member States in this regard to provide the data pertaining to major
equipment and self-sustainment to the Secretariat by 31 October 2000 at thelatest, in order
for the Secretariat toreport tothe Assembly in November 2000 on the adequacy of thedata
with aview to ascertaining whether the data are available for holding the meeting of the
post-Phase V Working Group in January/February 2001; emphasized that the Secretary-
General should strictly ensure that in future, when the reports of the Office of Internal
Oversight Services are transmitted, a reference to General Assembly resolution 54/244
of 23 December 1999isincludedinadditionto areferenceto Assembly resolution 48/218
B of 29 July 1994; and decided to keep this matter under review at its fifty-fifth session
(resolution 54/19 B).

Reimbur sement to the Gover nments of troop-contributing States

At itsresumed fifty-fourth session in June 2000,%% the General Assembly took note of the
report of the Secretary-General on the review of the rates of reimbursement to the
Governments of troop-contributing States (A/54/763) and decided to postpone
consideration of the question to an early date during the main part of itsfifty-fifth session
(decision 54/485).

Documents:

Reports of the Secretary-General:

(@) Support account for peacekeeping operations (resolution 54/243 B);

(b) Financing of the United Nations Logistics Base at Brindisi (resolution 54/278);
(c) Cost estimatesof the United NationsL ogisticsBase at Brindisi (resolution 54/278);
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(b)

(c)

(d) Status of death and disability claims (decision 54/459 B);

(e) Experiencegainedintheuseof resident auditorsin peacekeeping missions(resolution
54/241);

(f)  Major equipment and self-sustainment data provided by Member States (resol ution
54/19 B);

(9) Implementationof therecommendationsof the Board of Auditorsconcerning United
Nations peacekeeping operations (resolution 48/216 B);

(h) Comprehensive review of a rapidly deployable mission headquarters (resolution
53/12 B);

(i) Performancereport of arapidly deployablemission headquarters(resolution 54/243
B);

() Cost estimatesfor arapidly deployable mission headquarters (resolution 54/243 B).

Relocation of Ukraineto the group of Member States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of
General Assembly resolution 43/232

Atitsresumed fiftieth sessionin April 1996, the General Assembly decided, asan ad hoc
arrangement, to begin the transition of Ukraine to the Group of Member States referred
to in paragraph 3 (c) of resolution 43/232, on the understanding that the reduction in the
United States dollar amountsto be assessed on Ukraine beginning on 1 July 1996 should
be equal to the additional United States dollar amounts assessed on Greece in accordance
with paragraph 2 (a) of the resolution (resolution 50/224).

Atitsresumed fifty-second sessionin March 1998, the General Assembly took note of the
report of the Secretary-General onthe implementation of Assembly resolutions49/249 A
and B and 50/224 (decision 52/473). Inline with the approach outlined in the report of the
Secretary-General, the peacekeeping assessment rate for Ukraine has, since 1999, been
reducedtothelevel applicableto Member Statesreferredtoin paragraph 3 (c) of resolution
43/232, that is, 20 per cent of its regular budget assessment rate.

No advance documentation is expected.

Relocation of South Africatothe group of Member States set out in paragraph
3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 43/232*

In a letter dated 29 September 1999 to the President of the General Assembly, the
Permanent Representative of South Africato the United Nations requested the inclusion
in the agenda of the fifty-fourth session of an additional sub-item entitled “Relocation of
South Africatothegroup of Member Statesset out in paragraph 3 (c) of General Assembly
resolution 43/232" under agenda item 151.

At itsresumed fifty-fourth session in June 2000,?% the General Assembly decided to defer
to itsfifty-fifth session adecision on the question of the relocation of South Africato the
group of Member States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of Assembly resolution 43/232 of 1
March 1989 (decision 54/486).
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156. Progressive development of the principlesand normsof inter national

157.

law relating to the new inter national economic order

At its thirtieth session, in 1975, in the course of its consideration of the item entitled
“Report of the Economic and Social Council”, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the Second Committee (A/10467, para. 58), took note of the draft
resolution entitled “ Consolidation and progressive evol ution of the norms and principles
of international economic development law” and decided to include that question as a
separate item in the provisional agenda of its thirty-first session.

TheGeneral Assembly consideredthequestionatitsthirty-firsttoforty-fourth, forty-sixth
and forty-eighth sessions (decisions 31/409, 32/440 and 33/424; resolutions 34/150,
35/166, 36/107, 37/103, 38/128, 39/75, 40/67, 41/73, 42/149, 43/162, 44/30 and 46/52;
and decision 48/412).

At its fifty-first session,®” the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Sixth
Committee, decided to resume consideration of thelegal aspectsof international economic
relations at its fifty-fifty session (decision 51/441).

No advance documentation is expected.

Status of the Protocols Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949
and relating to the protection of victims of armed conflicts

Thisitemwasincluded intheagendaof thethirty-seventh session of the General Assembly,
in 1982, at the request of Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden (A/37/142).

TheGeneral Assembly considered the questionat itsthirty-seventh, thirty-ninth, forty-first,
forty-third, forty-fifth, forty-seventh, forty-ninth and fifty-first sessions(resol utions37/116,
39/77, 41/72, 43/161, 45/38, 47/30, 49/48 and 51/155).

At its fifty-third session,?® as it had done in its previous resolutions on this item, the
General Assembly, inter alia, appealed to all States partiesto the Geneva Conventions of
1949 that had not yet done so to consider becoming parties to the additional Protocols at
theearliest possibledate; called upon all States, on becoming partiesto Protocol I, to make
thedeclaration provided for under article 90 of that Protocol; and requested the Secretary-
General to submit to the Assembly at its fifty-fifth session a report on the status of the
additional Protocols, as well as measures taken to strengthen the existing body of
international humanitarian law, inter alia, with respect to its dissemination and full
implementation at the national level, based on information received from Member States
and the International Committee of the Red Cross (resolution 53/96).
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References for the fifty-first session (agendaitem 152):

(@)  Report of the Sixth Committee: A/51/632;

(b)  Decision 51/441,

(c)  Mestings of the Sixth Committee: A/C.6/51/SR.9 and 49;
(d)  Plenary meeting: A/51/PV.85.

References for the fifty-third session (agendaitem 146):

(@)  Report of the Secretary-General: A/53/287;

(b)  Report of the Sixth Committee: A/53/627,

(c)  Resolution 53/96;

(d)  Mesetings of the Sixth Committee: A/C.6/53/SR.33 and 34;
(e)  Plenary meeting: A/53/PV.83.
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Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 53/96).

Consideration of effective measuresto enhancethe protection, security
and safety of diplomatic and consular missionsand representatives

Thisitem wasincluded in the agenda of the thirty-fifth session of the General Assembly,
in 1980, at the request of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden (A/35/142).

Atitsthirty-sixthtoforty-third, forty-fifth, forty-seventh, forty-ninth andfifty-first sessions,
the General Assembly continued its consideration of theitem (resolutions 36/33, 37/108,
38/136, 39/83, 40/73, 41/78, 42/154, 43/167, 45/39, 47/31, 49/49 and 51/156).

At its fifty-third session,?® the General Assembly reiterated the provisions of resolution
51/156, and requested the Secretary-General toissue on anannual basisareport containing
(a) information on the state of ratification of, and accessionsto, the instruments rel evant
to the protection, security and safety of diplomatic and consular missions and
representatives; and (b) reportson violationsinvolving diplomatic and consular missions
and representatives and actions taken against offenders, received from States, aswell as
an analytical summary of the reports received from States and the views of States with
respect to any measuresneeded to enhancethe protection, security and saf ety of diplomatic
and consular missions and representatives (resolution 53/97).

Atthefifty-fourth session, the Secretary-General, complying with the General Assembly’s
request that areport under thisitem beissued on an annual basis, circulated aninformation
circular under the symbol A/INF/54/5 and Add.1.

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 53/97).

Convention on jurisdictional immunitiesof Statesand their property

Atitsforty-sixth session, in 1991, the General Assembly, noting that the International Law
Commission had completed the second reading of the draft articles on jurisdictional
immunities of Statesand their property and recognizing the desirability of the conclusion
of aconvention on the subject, decided to establish an open-ended Working Group of the
Sixth Committeeto examine: (a) issuesof substancearising out of thedraft articles, inorder
to facilitate a successful conclusion of a convention through the promotion of general
agreement; and (b) the question of the convening of aninternational conference, tobeheld
in 1994 or subsequently, to conclude a convention on the subject (resolution 46/55).

TheGeneral Assembly continueditsconsideration of theitemat itsforty-seventh and forty-
eighth sessions (decisions 47/414 and 48/413).

At its forty-ninth session, the General Assembly, inter alia: (a) accepted the
recommendation of the International Law Commission that an international conference
of plenipotentiaries be convened to consider the articles on jurisdictional immunities of
Statesand their property and to conclude aconvention onthe subject; and (b) invited States
to submit to the Secretary-General their comments on the conclusions of the chairman of
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References for the fifty-third session (agendaitem 147):

(@)  Reports of the Secretary-General: A/INF/52/6 and Add.1 and A/53/276 and Corr.1;
(b)  Report of the Sixth Committee: A/53/628;

(c)  Resolution 53/97;

(d)  Mesetings of the Sixth Committee: A/C.6/53/SR.29-31;

(e)  Plenary meeting: A/53/PV.83.
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160.

theinformal consultations held pursuant to its decision 48/413, and on the reports of the
Working Group established under its resolution 46/55 and reconvened pursuant to its
decision 47/414 (resolution 49/61).

The General Assembly continued its consideration of theitem at itsfifty-second and fifty-
third sessions (resolutions 52/151 and 53/98).

At its fifty-fourth session,? the General Assembly, having considered the report of the

Working Group on Jurisdictional Immunities of States and Their Property of the
International Law Commission, set forth in the annex to the report of the Commission on
the work of itsfifty-first session, and the report presented to the Sixth Committee by the
Chairman of the open-ended working group of the Committee established under resol ution
53/98, decided that the said working group of the Committee would continue its work at
the fifty-fifth session of the General Assembly to consider the future form of, and
outstanding substantiveissuesrelated to, thedraft articlesonjurisdictional immunities of
States and their property adopted by the International Law Commission at its forty-third
session (resolution 54/101).

No advance documentation is expected.

Report of the United Nations Commission on I nternational Trade L aw
on thework of itsthirty-third session

The United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (see also item 16 (b)) was
established by the General Assembly at its twenty-first session, in 1966, to promote the
progressive harmonization and unification of thelaw of international trade (resolution 2205
(XX1)). It began its work in 1968. The Commission originally consisted of 29 Member
States representing the various geographic regions and the principal legal systems of the
world. At its twenty-eighth session, the Assembly increased the membership of the
Commission from 29 to 36 (resolution 3108 (XXV11)).

Atitsfifty-fourth session,?"* the General Assembly appeal ed to Governmentsthat had not
yet donesotoreply tothequestionnairecirculated by the Secretariat inrelationtothelegal
regimegoverning therecognition and enforcement of foreign arbitral awards; invited States
to nominate personsto work withthe privatefoundati on established to encourage assi stance
to the Commission from the private sector; reaffirmed the mandate of the Commission,
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References for the fifty-fourth session (agenda item 152):

(@)  Report of the Secretary-General: A/54/266;

(b)  Report of the Working Group on Jurisdictional Immunities of States and Their Property: A/54/10
and Corr.1 and 2, annex;

(c)  Report of the Chairman of the open-ended working group of the Sixth Committee established
under resolution 53/98: A/C.6/54/L.12;

(d)  Report of the Sixth Committee: A/54/607,

(e)  Resolution 54/101;

Q) Meetings of the Sixth Committee: A/C.6/54/SR.30 and 36;

(g0  Plenary meeting: A/54/PV.76.

References for the fifty-fourth session (agenda item 156):

(@)  Report of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law on the work of its thirty-
second session: Supplement No. 17 (A/54/17);

(b)  Report of the Sixth Committee: A/54/611;

(c)  Resolution 54/103;

(d)  Mesetings of the Sixth Committee: A/C.6/54/SR.3, 4 and 29;

(e)  Plenary meeting: A/54/PV.76.
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asthe corelegal body within the United Nations system in the field of international trade
law, to coordinatelegal activitiesinthat field; reaffirmed theimportance, in particular for
developing countries, of thework of the Commi ssion concerned with training and technical
assistance in the field of international trade law, such as assistance in the preparation of
national | egislation based on legal texts of the Commission; expressed the desirability for
increased effortsby the Commission, in sponsoring seminarsand symposia, to providesuch
training and technical assistance, and expressed its appreciation to the Commission for
organizing seminarsand briefing missionsinanumber of countriesand to the Governments
whose contributionsmadeit possiblefor the seminarsand briefing missionsto take place,
and appealed to Governments, the relevant United Nations organs, organizations,
institutions and individuals to make voluntary contributions to the United Nations
CommissiononInternational TradeLaw Trust Fund for Symposiaand, whereappropriate,
to the financing of special projects, and otherwise to assist the secretariat of the
Commissioninfinancing and organi zing seminarsand symposia, in particular in developing
countries, andintheaward of fellowshipsto candidatesfrom devel oping countriesto enable
them to participate in such seminars and symposia; appealed to the United Nations
Development Programme and other bodies responsible for devel opment assistance, such
asthelnternational Bank for Reconstruction and Devel opment and the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development, as well as to Governments in their bilateral aid
programmes, to support thetraining and technical assi stance programme of the Commission
and to cooperate and coordinate their activities with those of the Commission; appealed
to Governments, the relevant United Nations organs, organizations, institutions and
individuals to make voluntary contributions to the trust fund for travel assistance to
developing countries that were members of the Commission, at their request and in
consultation with the Secretary-General; requested the Secretary-General to ensure the
effectiveimplementation of the programme of the Commi ssion; and stressed theimportance
of bringing into effect the conventions emanating from the work of the Commission for
the global unification and harmonization of international trade law, and to that end urged
States that had not yet done so to consider signing, ratifying or acceding to those
conventions (resolution 54/103).

Documents:

(@) Report of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law on the work
of its thirty-third session, Supplement No. 17 (A/55/17);

(b) Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the comments of the Trade and
Development Board on the report of the Commission on the work of itsthirty-third
session (resolution 2205 (X X1)).

Report of theInternational Law Commission on thework of itsfifty-
second session

Thelnternational Law Commissionwasestablished by the General Assembly at itssecond
session, in 1947, with aview to giving effect to Article 13, paragraph 1 a, of the Charter.
The object of the Commissionisto promote the progressive devel opment of international
law anditscodification. The Commission concernsitself primarily with publicinternational
law, but it isnot precluded from entering the field of privateinternational law (resolution
174 (11)).

The statute of the Commission, annexed to resolution 174 (11), was subsequently amended
(resolutions485(V), 984 (X), 985 (X) and 36/39). The Commission consistsof 34 members
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elected for a term of five years. The last election took place at the fifty-first session
(decision 51/309).

Atitsfifty-fourth session,? the General Assembly, inter alia, expressed itsappreciation
to the International Law Commission for the work accomplished at its fifty-first session,
in particular with respect to the topic “Jurisdictional immunities of States and their
property” and the completion of the second reading of the draft articles on nationality of
natural personsin relation to the succession of States, noting that the Commission had
completed itswork onthetopic “Nationality inrelation to the succession of States”; drew
the attention of Governmentsto the importance for the International Law Commission of
havingtheir viewson all the specificissuesidentified in chapter 111 of itsreport; reiterated
itsinvitationto Governmentsto submit commentsand observationsinwriting by 1 January
2000 on the draft articleson international liability for injurious consequences arising out
of acts not prohibited by international law (prevention of transboundary damage from
hazardousactivities) and requested the Commission to resume consideration of theliability
aspects of the topic as soon as the second reading of the draft articles on prevention was
finalized; invited Governmentsto respond inwriting by 1 March 2000 to the questionnaire
on unilateral acts of States circulated on 30 September 1999; reiterated its invitation to
Governments to submit the most relevant national |egislation, domestic court decisions
and State practice relevant to the topic “Diplomatic protection”; recommended that the
Commission should continue its work on the topics in its current programme; took note
of the consideration by the Commission of itslong-term programme of work; encouraged
the Commissionto proceed with the sel ection of new topicsfor itsnext quinquennium; and
recommended that the debate onthereport of thel nternational Law Commission at thefifty-
fifth session of the General Assembly commence on 23 October 2000 (resolution 54/111).

Document: Report of the International Law Commission on the work of its fifty-second
session, Supplement No. 10 (A/55/10).

Nationality of natural personsin relation to the succession of States

Atitsfifty-fourth session,?3in 1999, the General Assembly, under theitementitled “ Report
of the International Law Commission on the work of its fifty-first session”, considered
chapter IV of the report of the Commission, which contained the final draft articles on
nationality of natural personsinrelationto the succession of States. The Assembly, noting
that the Commi ssion had recommended the draft articlestothe General Assembly for their
adoption in the form of a declaration, decided to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-fifth sessionanitementitlied “ Nationality of natural personsin relation to succession
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of States’, with a view to the consideration of the draft articles and their adoption as a
declaration at that session; and i nvited Governmentsto submit commentsand observations
on the question of a convention on the topic, with a view to the General Assembly
considering the elaboration of such a convention at a future session (resolution 54/112).

No advance documentation is expected.

Report of the Committee on Relationswith the Host Country*

The Committee on Relations with the Host Country was established by the General
Assembly at its twenty-sixth session, in 1971 (resolution 2819 (XX V1)). The Committee
iscurrently composed of thefollowing 19 Member States: Bulgaria, Canada, China, Costa
Rica, Céte d'lvoire, Cuba, Cyprus, France, Honduras, Hungary, Irag, the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Malaysia, Mali, Russian Federation, Senegal, Spain, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of America.

At its fifty-fourth session,®* the General Assembly, inter alia, endorsed the
recommendations and conclusions of the Committee on Relations with the Host Country
contained in paragraph 43 of its report; considered that the maintenance of appropriate
conditionsfor the normal work of the del egationsand the missionsaccreditedto the United
Nationswasintheinterest of the United Nationsand all Member States, and requested the
host country to continue to take all measures necessary to prevent any interference with
the functioning of missions; expressed its appreciation for the efforts made by the host
country, and hoped that theissuesrai sed at the meetings of the Committee would continue
to beresolved in a spirit of cooperation and in accordance with international |aw; noted
that during thereporting period thetravel controls previously imposed by the host country
on staff of certain missions and staff members of the Secretariat of certain nationalities
remained in effect, and requested the host country to consider removing such travel
controls, andinthat regard noted the positions of affected States, of the Secretary-General
and of the host country; requested the host country to continue to take stepsto resolve the
problem relating to the parking of diplomatic vehicles in a fair, balanced and non-
discriminatory way, with a view to responding to the growing needs of the diplomatic
community, and to continue to consult with the Committee on that important issue; and
requested the Secretary-General to remain actively engaged in all aspects of therelations
of the United Nations with the host country (resolution 54/104).

At the same session, the General Assembly took note of the appointment by the President
of the Assembly, in accordance with paragraph 2 of resolution 53/104, of Malaysiaas a
member of the Committee on Relations with the Host Country (decision 54/311).

Document: Report of the Committee on Relationswith the Host Country, Supplement No.
26 (A/55/26).
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Establishment of thelnternational Criminal Court

Atitsforty-ninth session, in 1994, the General Assembly, noting that theInternational Law
Commission had adopted a draft statute for an international criminal court and
recommended that aninternational conferenceof plenipotentiariesbe convenedto conclude
a convention on the establishment of such a court, established an ad hoc committee to
review the draft statute and consider arrangements for the convening of the conference
(resolution 49/53).

Atitsfiftieth session, the General Assembly established the Preparatory Committeeonthe
Establishment of an International Criminal Court (resolution 50/46). The Assembly
reaffirmed the mandate of the Preparatory Committee at itsfifty-first session and decided
that a diplomatic conference of plenipotentiaries should be held in 1998, with a view to
finalizing and adopting a convention (resolution 51/207). The Assembly continued its
consideration of the item at its fifty-second session (resolution 52/160).

Atitsfifty-third session, the General Assembly, inter alia, called uponall Statesto consider
signing and ratifying the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court; requested the
Secretary-General to convenethe Preparatory Commission, inaccordancewith resolution
F adopted by the United Nations Diplomatic Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the
Establishment of an International Criminal Court, from 16 to 26 February, 26 July to 13
August and 29 November to 17 December 1999, to carry out the mandate of that resol ution
and, inthat connection, to discusswaysto enhancethe effectiveness and acceptance of the
Court (resolution 53/105).

Atitsfifty-fourth session,?**the General Assembly renewed the mandate of the Preparatory
Commission and, inter alia, called upon all Statesto consider signing and ratifying the
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, and encouraged efforts aimed at
promoting awareness of the results of the United Nations Diplomatic Conference of
Plenipotentiaries on the Establishment of an International Criminal Court and of the
provisions of the Statute; requested the Secretary-General to convene the Preparatory
Commission, in accordance with resolution F adopted by the Conference, from 13 to 31
March, 12 to 30 June and 27 November to 8 December 2000; encouraged States to make
voluntary contributions to the trust funds established pursuant to Assembly resolutions
51/207 and 52/160 towards meeting the costs of the participation in the work of the
Commission of theleast devel oped countriesand of those devel oping countriesnot covered
by the trust fund established pursuant to Assembly resolution 51/207; and requested the
Secretary-General to report tothe Assembly at itsfifty-fifth session ontheimplementation
of the present resolution (resolution 54/105).

The Preparatory Commission for the International Criminal Court met at United Nations
Headquarters from 13 to 31 March 2000. It will meet again from 12 to 30 June and 27
November to 8 December 2000.

Document: Report of the Secretary-General (resolution 54/105).
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