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FARM ORGANIZATION INTRODUCTION

This document has been prepared jointly by two separate organizations, which represent the
internationd fam movement — the Internationd Federation of Agricultura Producers (IFAP)
and the Via Campesina

The Via Campesna is an internaiond movement coordinating organizations of pessant and
grdl-scde fames agriculturd  workers, indigenous peoples and rurd women.  With
member organizations from more than 63 countries organized into eight regions the Via
Campesna is dedicated to building solidarity among people of the land while repecting the
diversty and autonomy of member organizetions The objective of the Via Campesna is to
cregte rurd economies, which are based on regpect for people and the eath, on food
sovereignty and on far trade. If defends the rights of pessants and farmers to land, to
produce food and to protect their own resources ard cultures.

IFAP is a representative organizetion of family famers a the globd levd. It currently has in
membership 85 nationd fames organizations from 60 countries representing over 500
million fam families from a wide variety of faming Stuations The mgority of the members
are from developing countries. The purpose of IFAP as lad down in its conditution in 1946
is “to secure the fullest cooperation between organizetions of agriculturd primary producers
in medting the optima nutritiond and consumptive requirements of the peoples of the world
and in improving the economic and sodd daus of dl who live by and on the land’. In
paticular, IFAP is atached to the family fam as the bads of a sudandble sysem of
agriculture,

The Via Campesna bdieves tha the sudtanability of agriculture depends on the kinds of
production systems and the role that farming people have within those systems.  Agriculturd
and other policies the role of governments and industry, as wel as the objectives of research
and trade mugt dl be fundamentdly reshgped to give priority to protecting biologicd and
culturd diversty, the land and people of the land, in order to reverse the dangerous current
destruction.

IFAP beieves that famers organizations must conditute a centrd pillar of any agricultura
devdopment drategy. The Federation views agriculturd devdopment in terms of the
empowerment of farmers — without sdf-help efforts through farmers organizations, there can
be no susanable agricutturd development. For IFAP, agriculture is foremost an economic
activity; only an economicdly viable agriculture will be cgpable of meting the objectives of
environmenta sustainebility.



OVERVIEW

Despite the vast differences among farming peoples and the conditions under which they
grow food in the various regions of the world, famers agree that it is necessary to develop
and maintain practises, which fulfil the following requirements:

» Ecologically sound: agriculture must be bassd on enwironmentaly sound production
methods S0 as not to damage possibilities for future farmers,

= A \vibrant rural economy the success of any sudainable agriculture system must be
viewed in the ocontext of drengthening rurd communities providing economic
opportunities and ensuring a balanced deve opment between rural and urban aress.

Food is a basic human right

Governments and internationd  agencies, induding the United Nations and the World Trade
Organization, mugt recognize food as a basc human right. Everyone must have access to
safe, nutritious and culturdly gppropriate food in suffident quantity and qudity to sudain a
hedthy life with full human dignity. Each naion should declare that access to food as a
conditutiond right and guarantee the developmert of the primary sector to ensure the
concrete redlization of this fundamenta right.

1. Choices in agricultural production techniques, consumption patterns and
safety regulations: potentials and threats to sustainable agriculture.

Choices in agriculturd production techniques are determined by many factors These incdude
cdimate, locd production conditions avalability of appropricte technology, exigence of
essentid infragtructure, faom programs such as crop insurance or price guarantees which
affect the degree of a farmer's exposure to risk, and the fiscd and regulatory context in which
farmers operate.

Potential of sustainable agriculture

Agriculture haes the potentid to make a unique and centrd contribution to a more sustainable
society. Not only can it assure the continued devdopment of an  environmentaly-sound
supply of food to mest the needs of the rapidy expanding world populaion, it can dso
provide for the consarvation of the rurd environment with its wildife hebitat, genetic
biodiversty, landscapes and culture.

In an environment of more open globd markets and increased competition, market forces will
not be able to ddiver the multiple functions expected by society from agriculture. There is no

market for many of these sarvices, induding environmenta sarvices. They are ‘public goods
which need to be rewarded through public funding

Security of land tenure

Having access to land and security of tenure is the best possble incentive for individua
famers to preserve and improve soi fetility. In order to avoid dependency on externd
financiers, credit can be organized through credit groups or co-operatives.



Sudanable management of naturd resources and the presarvation of biologica diversty can
only be undertaken successfully from a sound economic basis with security of tenure.

Inscure land tenure arangements of farmers discourage them from investing in - more
sudanable faming systems for fear of not regping the future returns.  In the initid dages,
adoption of sudanade agriculture faming sysems may result in a decdine in fam
productivity, until the soil has regained a cetan levd of naurd fetility. With an undable
tenurid and economic pogtion, famers are often not willing to take this risk with ther main
source of income.  Similarly, unenlightened landowners are not willing to sacrifice present
gains for the future rewards of sustained increese in farm productivity. Tenants, renters or
contract farmers usudly do not enjoy decisonmeking privilegesin their farms.

Bias for productivity enhancing programs

Faced with the demands of a rapidly incressng population, and a liberdized trading
environment that dlows imports of chegper agriculturd products, many developing country
governments are forced to adopt productivity enhancing agriculturd programs that can
deliver resultsin a short span of time.

Government farm programs therefore often depend heavily on high yidding seed varities
and high leves of chemicd inputsto boost productivity.

Under thee drcumdances it is vey difficult for smdlholder-led sudtanable agriculture
programs that can only promise minima support, to compete with government programs
offering a package complete with capital, technical and post harvest support.

Famers may pecave sudanable agriculture technologies to be time consuming and
laborious compared with reedily avalable and commercidly produced inorganic inputs thet
yidd indant results. In addition, with the worsening profitability Stuation of farming due to
high input cods, famers sometimes discourage their children from following ther footsteps.
This diminishes the agriculturd labour supply that could have been hamnessed in promoting
udanable agriculture.  This phenomenon is coupled with high unemployment rates in many
countries.  The digdlacement of pessat and fam families especidly youth, from the
countrysde is a mgor contributor to massve un and underemployment in most developing
countries.

Biotechnology and the use of genetically modified organisms

Farmer concerns

» Risk of control of genetic resources and seeds by asmdl number of large companies

» |nterference by these companies in farming operations

» Lossof biodiversty

= Gedic pdlutions with unknown, possbly uncontralable  longterm  negative
environmenta impact.

Regulatory and voluntary frameworks
Policy-makers need to look a what farmers can contribute to society, and then develop ways

to improve peformance to ddiver this contribution. In doing this they need to mantan a
careful baance between regulaion and policy incentives.



Farmers organisations in many countries have developed codes of practice and st up
qudity assurance schemes, including codes of good environmenta farming practices such as
whole farm planning, eco-audits and environmenta accounting.

Famers organizations have dso teken the lead in voluntary, community-based inititives.
For example, they have been active in seiting up water user groups, and land care programs.
They have dso drengthened cooperaion and didogue on farming practices with others
involved in the food chain, such as researchers, consumers, environmentdists, suppliers, and
retailers.

Sustainable use of resources

Society is increesngly concened @out new objectives such as  protection of the
environment, and food safety and qudlity.

Demands on farmers have therefore changed. Consumers are no longer only interested in the
intrindc qudities of the products they purchase. Increesingly, they dso want to know how the
product was produced. In particular, they want to know the effects of production methods on
the environment, on the way farm animas were tregted, and whether crops and livestock have
been geneticaly modified.

Mog famers are today ectively involved in various drategies to achieve greater agricultura
sugtainability. Theseinclude:

Better targeting in the use of farm inputs.

= While the overdl use of pedicides globdly continues to rise, the use of pedicides has
been reduced drameticdly in some places — by over 50 per cent in many indudridized
countries. The use of integrated crop protection methods has increased. Nutrient baance
is beng optimized, eg. through nutrient bookkesping. Huge invesments have been made
for manure dorage and management in response to the terible environmenta problems
created by intensve livestock opertions.

Increased use of conservation farming methods

» Flter drips have become commonplace around watercourses, where farmers use no
chemicds a dl. Water is being used more efficiently in irrigation sysems. Wadtewater is
being recyded. Some of the cropland in North and South America is famed under ‘no-
till' sygems Minimum tillage, or consavation tillage is increedngly being practiced by
famers in Africa Production under glass is moving to completdy dosed systems.
Precison farming techniques are being used more widdy. While many of these practices
have beneficid conservation aspects most rey heavily on fossl energy use with the
attendant environmental cog.

2. Best Practices In Land Resources Management To Achieve Sustainable
Food Cycles

Farmers' rights

A very grave concarn is the privatisation of naurd resources. Agriculturd and non-
agriculturd  biodiversty is being patented or brought under severe breeders rights regulations



Both undermine farmers' rights to free access to erswhile common genetic resources and the
right to develop and market their own seed varieties.

CASE STUDIES

Every year, from 5 to 10 million hectares of agricultura land becomes unusable, owing to
«inity, nutrient depletion, or eroson. Greater efforts must be made to reverse this trend,
particularly through community-based initiatives supported by government.

Australia— Landcare program

The Landcare program in Audrdia is a good example of a community-based approach to
udanable land and water management, supported by government a dl levds. Promoted by
the Naiond Farmes Federaion and the Audrdian Consarvaion Foundaion in the early
1990s, Landcare now has over 4 (000 autonomous community groups in Audrdia often
organized around water catchment areas. The movement has spread to New Zedand - where
there are 200 landcare groups, South Africa and other countries. Whole-faam planning is an
important concept in land care management. Further, Landcare groups give preference to
indigenous plant species for revegetation, so consarving loca biodiversity.

In the wheetbdt of Western Audrdia, where there were mgor problems of sdinity and a

risng waer table due to the cdearing of woodlands, successful land restoration was the result

of the following practices.
Using the resullts of geophyscad and hydrologica surveys for decison-making

» Introduction of deeprooted netive plant species to lower waer tables and provide
pastures for sheep

= Panting of native trees dong sreams to lower water tables and reduce eroson and
eutrophication

» Fencing to protect natura vegetation from livestock

= Surface water control to reduce waterlogging

» Encouraging innovetions such “dley faming’, which is a shdterbdt sysem in the fidds
between which crops can be grown, and livestock grazed.

Philippines - PAKISAMA's sustainable agriculture program

Three mgor forms of sudanable agriculture technologies ae beng practiced in the
Philippines - orgenic faming, biodynamic faming, and the low extend input and
udainable agriculture  (LEISA). Other fragmented forms of sudanable agriculture
technologies indlude the production and use of organic fetilizer, green manuring, doping
agriculturd  land technology (SALT), MASPAG sed technology, and dterndive pest
management (APM).

Many famers have redized the negative effects of conventionad agriculture and have sarted
to chift to enwvironment friendy faming sysdems. Given the rigt and adequate support
needed, farmers adoption of sustainable agriculture can dready be sustained.

For the last eght years PAKISAMA has been developing its sustainable agriculture program.
In 1992, the confederation launched its four-province pilot project in the promotion of
organic rice production in the lowlands. The program is now covering 91 villages with a totd
of 1,080 household adaptors. This trandates to about 540 hectares planted to organic rice.



The daus of sustainable agriculture adoption among farmers is now on a criticd levd. Mogt
of the adgptors are on ther fird or second trids Unless the profitability of sugtainable
agriculture farming is edablished, there is the great danger of adgptors reverting to
conventiond mehods of agriculture, as farming remains their man source of liveihood.
Three mgor chdlenges now face the program. These ae up scding, fam divergficaion,
and the integration of materias produced on the farm.

PAKISAMA bdieves that monocropping will not be an economicdly vidble option for the
famer in the long run, given the ungdable agro-dimeic conditions in the Philippines. With
monocropping, the risk of crop falure is very high. Thus dternative or backup sources of
income have to be creasied for the sudtainable agriculture adaptors.  Diversfying the crops
planted by the fameas can do this as can introducing poultry and livestock units, for
example.

Proper integration of materids produced on the farm trandaes into lesser cash requirement
for farm inputs.

More than the economics, diversfication and integration dso dlow the redoration and
preservation of ecologicad bdance and biodiversty in the fam. By plaiting a vaiday of
crops, famers dlow the soil to naturdly restore its fatility. They dso dlow bendicd
insects and microorganiams to thrive.

PAKISAMA dso needs to upscde its sudanable agriculture program, both geographicaly
and in terms of the production and post harvest support extended to its adaptors. There is a
need to dso work on the converson of farms within the perimeter of an adaptor’ farm or ese,
the sugainable agriculture plots would only turn into sacrifica aess for various pet and
disseses.  Moreover, sudtaingble agriculture must be promoted widdy in specific barangays
or provinces to produce the mass or quantity needed to influence loca agriculturd programs
and policies.

Given the rddive newness of sudanable agriculture practices, congtant support gill needs to
be extended untl such time tha adgptors become confident in goplying the various
technologies themsdlves. Production inputs, marketing and post harvest facilities dso need to
be provided s0 that farmers practicing sustainable agriculture are able to redize the maximum
gains posshle.

Austria /Finland — sustainable forestry management

Land use management plans and regulations, dakeholder consultative mechanisms, and
program support form essentid parts of an effective government framework for sugtainable
management of land resarces. An example of this is the Audrian Law on Foredts, firg
proclamed in 1875. It lays down dgrict rules for the correct maintenance, management and
protection of woodland, in order to guard agangt the overuse or depletion of this resource, for
the benefit of the whole country. Land use management plans are dso important in order to
safeguard prime agricultura land from excessive urban devel opment.

The Centrd Union of Agriculturd Producers and Forests and Owners of Fnland (MTK)
notes that ‘fores certification’ is one new tool to promote sustainable foret management and
marketing of forest products. Private forest owners hope that certification can help to promote
the consumption of wood and wood products over less ecologicdly sound products sch as
cement, ded and plasics Forest catification needs to be harmonized a the internaiona
levd. MTK is therefore cdling for an effective internationd arangement to ensure
susgtainable forest management.



3. Knowledge for a sustainable food system: identifying and providing for
education, training, knowledge-sharing and information needs.

Farmers know that their future depends to a large extent on the success of the totdity of the
agricultural  knowledge sysem, whether it be a the internetiond, regiond, nationd or locd
levd. This sysem, with dl its inditutions is a vitd asst whose potentid must be safeguarded
for generationsto come.

Protection of Indigenous knowledge

Agro biodiversty represents the careful work and knowledge of many generaions of rurd
and indigenous peoples Faming communities have the right to fredy use and protect the
diverse gendtic resources, incduding seeds, which have been developed by them throughout
higory.

The research, education and training needs of farmers

New technologies in education should not be imposed on farming communities The need for
ther use will emerge from the communities and organizations themsdves if they are dlowed
to strengthen themsdlves.

Traning mehods offering new information or technology, <hould regpect the locd
knowledge of farmers by supporting and enriching it insteed of degrading and denying it.

Effortsof farmers organizations

Farmers organisttions can play a vitd role in fadlitaing trandfers of techmology and know-
how through exchange of informaion and idess among fames and fames organisaions.
Famers devdopment co-operdtion is one of the mogt effective forms of development
assdance for fames, as fames organistions shae sSmilar working procedures and
objectives

In the Philippines, PAKISAMA, the naiond confederation of smdlholders, launched a four-
province pilot project in the promotion of organic rice production in the lowlands, @ght years
ago. Famer trainers were trained to dissemination sudtainable agriculture technologies a the
village levd. Onfam adaptability trids and seed banking were dso conducted to determine
the rice varieties that were suitable to the ared s agro-dimatic conditions.

Adde from testing and familiaizing with exiding sudaneble agriculture technologies,
paticulaly the MASIPAG practices, PAKISAMA dso focused on developing agppropriate
drategies and sysems to facilitate the adoption of sudainable agriculture among its farmer
members Modules for the training of famer trainerstechnicians as wdl as for farmer
adeptors were developed, tested and fine-tuned. Audio and visud materids were adso
produced to facilitate the dissamination of informaion regarding sudainable agriculture.
Data banking, monitoring and evauation tools were dso deveoped and tried out for the
program.  Findly, PAKISAMA'’s experience regarding the implementation of the project was
documented for future reference.



In Egypt, CACU - the Centrd Union of Agriculturd Co-operatives uses mobile video units
for its extenson work in the rurd aess. These have proved to be a very effective means of

communication knowledge, especidly among people without reading or writing skills

Efforts of governments

Government has a responghility to continue to do badc ressarch S0 thet it is avalabdle to dl.
Too often, there is a tendency for the best science to be concentrated in the hands of a few
multinationd corporate giants, where it is protected by patents.

When govenments edablish  drategies for ressarch and  extension, the following

congderations should be taken into account:

» Fameas ae the dients of agriculturd research. They mus therefore be involved in the
planning, gpplication and evauaion of research drategies in order to ensure ther
relevance to farmers.

= Nationd agriculturd research inditutions must ensure grester farmer involvement in their
operations, through representative ndtiond famers organizations. Extenson  sarvices
must be reviewed in order to better serve farmers needs.

= Nationd governments and funding agencies should increase ther support for agricultura
research and extenson. Through disamament, funds must be redirected to agriculturd

development.

Concerted action must be taken by famers organizations a dl levds in order to establish

the necessary representation and feedback mechaniams to facilitate the diffuson of research
results to farmers. This action has to be taken in such a way as to srengthen the agriculturd
research and extenson sysem.

Linkages

Indtitutiond links between farmers, researchers and extenson ae beneficid to dl parties

concerned. In particular:

» Ressarch and extenson inditutions benefit from famer feedback and guidance in ther
work, a dl levels, ensuring that the results of ther work are useful and accessble to
farmers.

» Resarch and extenson inditutions benefit from the financid and ‘political’ support of
fames a dl levds ensuring the sustainability of the qudity of research and extension,

aswdl as the continuity of the corresponding inditutions.
» Fameas bendfit from regular and useful technicd support given by research and
extenson, which serves as the basis of sustainable agriculture.

Intellectual property rights
The present system of protection of intellectud property rights does not protect the treditiond

knowledge of indigenous communities, for example efforts made by famers in devdoping
countriesto develop local food and medicind plant varieties over generations.
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4. Globalization, trade liberalization and investment patterns: economic
incentives and framework conditions to promote sustainable agriculture.

Focus on family agriculture

Family fam and community based systems respond much better to the needs of the (locd)
populations than do corporate dependent sysems, achieve a higher and more diverse output
and ae in mogt indances the best guarantee in achieving food security. The current
pressure on smdl-scde production and the displacement of famers is leading to more
poverty in the rurd aress more advearse effects for the environment and increasing food in-
SECUrity.

All governments should implement polices, which limit the adverse effects of indudrid
production, and effectively support sustainable, family farm based farming practises.

Equity and poverty

One of the keys to sudanable devdopment is the dimination of poverty through giving
higher priority to the economic development of agriculture.

Unsudaingble farming prectices are sometimes the result of the acute poverty of farmers
forcing the overuse and consequent destruction of renewable resources. This is due to a
number of factors such as the unegua didribution of resources and the neglect by
governments of rurd aress in generd, and the agriculture sector in paticular. The trandfer of
income generated in rurad aress to urban aress, has led to a severe lack of invesment in rurd
infragtructure aggravate an dready grave dStudion. Further, farmers are often faced with
ineffident marketing and didribution channds poor traning and extenson savices and
unfavourable prices for their products.

Adequate infrastructure and an appropriate regulatory framework

Farmers throughout the world work under very differet conditions However adequate
infrastructure and an gppropriate regulatory framework is essentid to promote sugtainable
agriculture for dl farmers to operae effectivdy. This problem is mog visble in amdl-scde
resource-poor aress, where the absence of bedc infradructure is a mgor impediment for
economic surviva of family farms and for food sdf-reliance.

Essentid components of an adequate financid infrastructure are as follows:

» Propety Rights access to land and secure land tenure arrangements including dear
mechanisms for resolution of disputes, longterm transmissble leases “formdization” of
property rights.

» Legd Infragtructure procedures and safeguards to underpin agreements and contracts;
farmers access to legd services and rightsto act collectively.

» Fnancid Infragtructure: wdl-functioning banking sysems providing access to credit and
financid sarvices on reasonable terms; training in the use of financid ingruments, eg.
risk management indruments, a framework endbling the use of agriculturd stocks as

10
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colaed; regulations fedilitating the devdopment of fames financid inditutions
including farmers co-operetive banks.

» Maketing Infragtructure inditutions and inditutiond arangements which favour market
trangparency, eg. Wwholesde makets, inter-sectorid/inter-professond networks
srengthening of farmer-controlled marketing channdls.

» |nformation Infredructure: provison of rdiable market information, whether through
radio, newspapers, or as advisory savices, product and maket development facilities,
induding direct marketing based on information technology.

= |nfredructure for Trangport, Enerqy, Tdecommunications, Security Arrangementts: the
bess for devdopment of locd, provindd and national makets accesshility /
profitability of rurd aress,

» Educationa Infragtructure basic literacy and numeracy for business transactions based on
written contracts, and for the facilitation of rapid and efficient information flows.

Innoveive ways of financing of rurd infresructures must be serioudy explored, for example
through involvement of the private sector, financing inditutions, increases in  development
assdance, as wel as through debt converson. In cases where economic incentives have been
accorded to the agriculturd sector, mechaniams should be devdoped for the gradud

converson of rurd incomes into rurd investment.
Favourable policy environment

The multiple chdlenges of achieving world food security, environmenta protection, and the
vitdity of the rurd communities require a coherent longterm policy framework, and good
governance.

Respect differences

Farmers should be able, within the context of the agriculturd policies to generate ther own
production models, according to their conditions and possbilities

Farmer exchanges

It is important to deveop and improve the skills and exchange of experiences among the
different regions of the world, consdering the experiences of the Program Pessant to Peasant,
which is successfully carried out in Centrd America and the Caribbean.

Strengthen farmers' organizations

Policies & nationd, regiond and globdl levels must promote:
Economic _ sudanahility, with remunerative prices for fam products and avaldbility
of inputs and credit a affordable prices
- Ecdlogicd sugainahility, including conservation of land and weater resources, and

- Socid sudanadility - maintaning an adequate bdance between rurd and urban
devel opment, to prevent excessive concentration of people in urban centres.

11
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Polices mus dso fadlitate the devdopment of representative, independent farmers
organistions in order to promote economic relaions of equdity and socid judtice, protection
of land, food sovereignty, susaindble and equitable agricdturd production based on gmdl-
scale farming operations.

The internationd policy environment must dso be conducive to agriculturd and rurd
development. For this purpose, the promotion of peace and economic cooperation among
nations, resolution of the debt problem, and fair trading practices must be high priorities.

While in cetan specific circumgtances food ad is necessary for food security, such as
dissgter relief or refugee problems, trade rules must ensure that the provison of food ad does
not provide a disncentive for loca production. Whenever possble and appropriate, food ad
programs must aso am to procure food from neighbouring countries.

Recognition of women in agriculture

Women play a centrd role in household and community food sovereignty. Hence they have
an inherent right to resources for food production, land, credit, capitd, technology, education
and sodid sarvices, and equd opportunity to develop and employ ther skills.

Action is needed to promote women to dtan the leedership to which they are entitled in the
druggle for socid equdity, forming an active pat of the economic and socid life and
contributing with their capability and intelligence to decison making.

Mechanisms to protect the poor against the adverse effects of globalization

Accessto Markets

In the interedts of evidence based (scientific) decison-meking, a full audit of the effects of
the liberdizaion of trade in foodgtuffs must be undertaken, taking into account the effects on
fam incomes, food security, faming practises biodiversty and environmenta  indicators,
before agreements to further reorganize the food trade are taken.

Fair and effectivetraderules

The increesng interdependence of economies in a growing, compeitive globd market place
reinforces the need for far and effective trade rules However, governments mug teke into
account the gpecid naure of agriculture and its vitd contribution to the survivd and
development of rurd economies. Food must not be treated as if it were just another tradable
commodity. It is too vitd to food security, the environment and indeed the future of the
planet.

Technical assstance

Under the WTO Marrakech agreements, developing countries were promised increases in
technicd assstance. However, in practice little has been forthcoming. In a new trade round,
the support promised to developing countries for technica assstance must be placed on a
firm contractud basis. This support is essentid to help bring ther laws, policies and technica
cgpacitiesinto line with their commitmentsin WTO.

The downwad trend in funds for deveopment assdance and cooperdion going to
agriculture must be reversed. Gregter development co-operation among farmers and farmers

12
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organisations of indudridised and developing countries should be encouraged by channdling
0.5 percent of officid development assistance funds through farmers organisations.

Industrial concentration

Attention has rightly been drawn atention to the didtortions caused by certan types of
government support polices, espedidly in the indudridlized countries. However, not enough
atention has been pad to the market digtortions caused by the concentrated sructure of the
agrifood sysem. A few large firms now dominae both the didtribution sde and the input
sde of the agrifood chain. There is genuine concern in the faming community that world
markets are not functioning competitively.

The UN and its specidized agencies, in paticular UNCTAD, must do more work in the aress

of corporate concentration upstream and downstream of the farming sector. Answers need to

be found to such quedions as.

» Wha ae the efects on family faming and on rurd communities of increesing
concentration throughout the food chain?

» How can increedng price soreads between producer prices and consumer prices be
explaned?

» Producer price increases are passed on to consumers, producer price falls are not. What is
the reason for this asymmetry in price trangmisson?

»  What leve of concentration should trigger anti-trust action?

» |s avalable market information adequate for the efficient and trangparent functioning of
markets?

Farmers must obvioudy meet the specific demands of the particular markets that they wish to
supply. This may involve entering into contracts with processors and others. However, if one
company has a dominant pat of a particular market, the famer no longer has any choice in
where he sdlIs his product since a competitive market Situation no longer exigts.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS

1. A favourable overdl meacroeconomic framework, as wdl as sodd and politicd dability
is essentid for the development of the agriculturd sector.

2. Agriculturd policies should focus on the peasant and amdl-scde, family farming sector.

3. The dedine of agriculture in nationd and internationad development priorities hes to be
reversed by are-gppreciation of itsgloba importance.

4. Formaion of autonomous, representative famers organizetions as full patners in the
esablishment and implementation of rurd development srategies, must be facilitated.

5. Essentid rurd infrastructure and a basc regulatory framework for agriculture must be

edablished, or reinforced, induding effective maketing channds, credit systems land
tenure systems and technologes.
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6. A new patnership for agriculturd and rurd deveopment should be st up among the
man dekeholders with daity of purpose and a dear divison of roles among
governments, farmers organizations, and other sectors and inditutions.

7. Measures must be taken to ensure a more rapid and effective transfer of know-how and
ue of new ewironmentaly friendly technologies especidly through grester didogue
between famers organizations and research inditutions, as wel as through farmers
development cooperation.

8. Famers must have direct input into formulating agriculturd policies a dl levds The
United Nations and rdaed organizations will have to undego a process of
democratizetion to endble this to become a redity. Everyone has the right to honest,
accurate information and open and democraic decison-meking. These rights form the
bass of good governance, accountsbility and equd paticipation in economic, politica
and sodd life, free from dl forms of discrimination. Rurd women, in particular, must be
granted direct and active decison-meking on food and rurd issues
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