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Translated from Arabic


As you are aware, Qatar is a secure State, praise be to God. There are no armed conflicts in Qatar thanks to the peace-loving nature of its people, the prevailing mutual satisfaction between the ruler and the people, and the people’s support for its ruler.


Moreover, Qatar is not involved in any regional dispute that would require it to enter into an armed conflict.


As regards the link between armed violence and development, Qatar firmly believes that armed violence hinders the development of peoples, because development efforts are squandered and poverty increases as a result of such violence. Armed violence also leads to the suppression of human rights and the closure of schools in areas where clashes are taking place and blocks delivery of humanitarian assistance to those in need of it.


Because Qatar has grasped the causes of armed violence, it has taken all necessary measures to confront it, including the following:


1.
Establishment of the National Human Rights Committee, pursuant to Law No. 38 of 2002. Committee members include representatives from civil society and a member from each of the following ministries: the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs and the Supreme Council for Family Affairs.


The Committee is an active civil society organization that carries out its mandate with the utmost diligence and in total freedom, and has had a role in spreading goodwill among both nationals and foreign residents. 


2.
The Office of the Attorney General is an independent judicial body responsible for conducting investigations, pressing charges and delivering the accused for trial and sentencing.


3.
The Constitution of Qatar also contains several regulations that govern citizens’ rights and responsibilities, among the most important of which are the following:


•
One provision guarantees equality among citizens in terms of rights and responsibilities, equality before the law, and non-discrimination on the basis of gender, origin, language or religion (Articles 34, 35).


•
Personal freedom is guaranteed and extralegal arrest, detention, search, restriction of stay or freedom are illegal. Torture and violations of human dignity are prohibited and punishable by law (Article 36).


•
Under Article 37, privacy is protected, and interference in family affairs is prohibited. The Article also provides for the protection of correspondence and the sanctity of the home, and it forbids degradation and defamation of the individual.


•
The Constitution stipulates that an accused person is to be presumed innocent until proven guilty before a court of law in which the necessary guarantees of the right to self-defence are secured. It also provides that laws come into force at the time of their enactment and that punishment can only be imposed as prescribed by law (Articles 39 and 40).


•
The citizen’s right to vote and stand for election is guaranteed, and he is also protected from the imposition of any taxes, other than those prescribed by law; social justice is the basis for taxation (Articles 42 and 43).


•
Freedom of assembly is guaranteed.


•
Freedom of opinion and scientific research are guaranteed, as are freedom of the press and publication (Articles 47 and 48).


•
All citizens have the right to free education.


•
All citizens have the right to worship freely.


•
Any person residing on Qatari territory enjoys the protection of his person and property (Article 52).


4.
The Qatari Constitution contains provisions that ban armed conflict: Article 19 provides that the State shall guarantee security, stability and equal opportunities for all citizens, without distinction on the basis of gender.


5.
Article 20 provides for the consolidation among citizens of national unity, solidarity and fraternity. Article 21 stipulates that the family is the cornerstone of society, and that, in turn, religion, morals and patriotism are the principles upon which the family is based. The State protects youth from corruption and provides conditions conducive to developing their talents by means of a sound education (Article 22). 


6.
The establishment in 1998 of the Supreme Council for Family Affairs, under the leadership of Her Highness, consort of His Highness the Emir of Qatar, affirms the importance of the family unit and of ensuring that harmony, affection and unity reign in the Qatari family. 


Development plays an important role in fostering harmony among individuals in society thereby reducing the incidence of violence. Foreign residents have different cultural traditions, as is reflected in their conduct towards one another.
(Signed) Nasir Muhammad Al-Ali
Brigadier-General
Chairman of the National Committee
for the Prohibition of Weapons


