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Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure to be here for the very first session of the Conference of States Parties of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, including the establishment of its treaty body which will take place on Monday. 

On this occasion, we should recall that the Convention is the result of many years of dedicated work by Member States and the United Nations system, in unprecedented close collaboration with civil society – particularly, with organizations of persons with disabilities.

The proposal to initiate the Convention process came from President Fox of Mexico, in 2001, at the 56th session of the General Assembly. Among the many individuals who have contributed to the process since then, I would like to thank especially the former Chairs of the Ad Hoc Committee, Ambassador Luis Gallegos of Ecuador and Ambassador Don MacKay of New Zealand, the members of the former Bureau of the Ad Hoc Committee, and the representatives from organizations of persons with disabilities involved in the negotiations.
The significance of the Convention cannot be overstated. It is a tool for both human rights and development. Indeed, it recognizes and seeks to reinforce the fundamental interdependence between them. It provides a powerful framework for developing effective policies and strategies to bring persons with disabilities into the mainstream of all development processes. The synergy between human rights and development actors will benefit this mainstreaming.

I am delighted that the Convention entered into force on 3 May this year, only 14 months after it was opened for signature. I am happy to welcome today, and to congratulate, the 41 States Parties to the Convention. Let me remind you, however, we aim for universal ratification. I call upon the Member States who have not yet signed or ratified the Convention, to do so swiftly. And I urge Member States who have ratified it, to implement it fully.

The momentum behind this remarkable Convention process needs to be carried forward – and fully exploited – in the implementation phase. Let us all be mindful of our ultimate goal – bringing about real change in the lives of 650 million persons with disabilities in the world. In the Convention, we have the best tool to achieve this without delay.

Distinguished Delegates,

As we meet in this first Conference of States Parties, you have great responsibilities before you. The Convention calls upon you to provide guidance for its implementation and for the development of national capacities. This session will pave the way for the future work of the Conference, in policy and legislative development to support countries’ implementation of the Convention. 

This is the truly innovative role of this Conference of States Parties. As stated in Article 40 of the Convention, the Conference will address substantive issues by considering “any matter with regard to the implementation of the Convention”. Later this morning, an interactive panel discussion will take place on “The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as a human rights instrument and a tool for achieving the Millennium Development Goals”. This provides an early example of the substantive role the Conference is called to play. 

The Department of Economic and Social Affairs is proud to serve as Secretariat for the Conference of States Parties of the Convention. I assure you of our greatest support towards the creation of this new mechanism and its further development.
The Committee to be established on Monday, under the Convention, is itself an invaluable tool for promoting and protecting the rights of persons with disabilities. The independent experts will conduct regular reviews of the Convention’s implementation by States Parties; this will guarantee that the concerns of persons with disabilities will be heard and addressed – and will stay firmly at the forefront of the implementation effort. I, therefore, wish State Parties all the wisdom in electing the experts.
Distinguished Delegates,

In this implementation phase, DESA will continue to work closely with all stakeholders – in our activities ranging from normative and policy guidance to technical assistance and capacity development.

In line with the Convention, persons with disabilities must be front and centre in the global effort to achieve the MDGs and other internationally agreed development goals. DESA is committed to promoting effective strategies for the implementation of the Convention to ensure the full participation of persons with disabilities in all aspects of society, and their inclusion in the global development agenda.
My Department and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights have initiated – and continue to provide leadership to – the United Nations Inter-Agency Support Group for the Convention. Through the Group, we seek to ensure, for example, that all country-level activities of the UN system are inclusive and accessible, by providing practical guidelines to UN country programming.

Looking ahead, it will be particularly important to strengthen the linkages between global efforts and regional frameworks, and to develop concrete options for inter-regional cooperation. Together, these will support national action and reinforce global normative frameworks.

Ladies and gentlemen,

The challenges before us have depth and complexity. Fortunately, we have a great deal of energy and positive momentum around this Convention, among all the stakeholders. Let us harness it and work hard together towards a society for all.
Thank you.
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