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Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
FOR A BETTER URBAN FUTURE
Securing inclusion of persons with disabilities in the New Urban Agenda
Statement of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities* 
HABITAT III Third United Nations conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development

1.
The Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities calls for the full inclusion of persons with disabilities in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and especially Goal 11 on making cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable. It welcomes the initiative of the General Assembly to convene the Third United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development HABITAT III to be held in Quito, Ecuador, in October 2016. It also commends the New Urban Agenda envisaged by the Conference and wishes to provide the following comments and feedback on the Zero Draft of the New Urban Agenda, launched on 6 may 2016. 

2.
Urban development is of crucial importance to society, especially persons with disabilities because like other human beings, they live, study, work, travel and interact in urban areas. However persons with disabilities are most often denied the opportunity to be active citizens in urban areas because of human created social barriers such as low-level of accessibility, unemployment and low or no income and lack of awareness on the part of society and policy makers.

3.
Human rights are universal and the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is tasked with specifying the understanding of how to implement and ensure human rights of persons with disabilities as persons with equal rights. The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities encompasses human rights that are crucial to take into consideration when the vision for and of the future development of urban areas are decided upon.

4.
The Committee has already developed substantial jurisprudence about the disability perspective on urban development. Various provisions of the Convention such as the General principles (article 3), Equality and non-discrimination (article 5), Accessibility (article 9), Living independently and being included in the community (article 19), Respect for home and the family (article 23), Education  (artilce24), Health (article 25), Work and employment (article 27), Adequate standard of living and social protection (article 28), Participation in political and public life and in cultural life, recreation and sport (articles 29, 30) must be taken into consideration when designing and deciding upon the future planning of urban environments.

5.
Many persons with disabilities have had no other options than to live and participate within and through parallel solutions and segregated envionments, such as special schools, special transport and institutions, which in itself has created barriers for the understanding and exclusion of persons with disabilities. The possibility to meet, communicate, participate and be visible is a precondition for effective inclusion for all human beings.

6.
A better urban future cannot be realised unless persons with disabilities are given the opportunity to exercise the right of the individual’s choice on where and how to live and with whom.

7.
A better urban future can be realised through policies and legislation that ensure all new and existing buildings (houses, apartments, schools, shops, businesses, factories, hospitals, clinics, theatres, etc.) become accessible and provide equal opportunities for persons with disabilities to live independently and with dignity. Persons with disabilities must be enabled to live among the larger population in the community and be free of institutionalization.

8.
A better urban future that includes respect for persons with disabilities must secure accessible infrastructure allowing for inclusive mobility using the variety of means of transport (taxis, buses, subways, fairies, aircrafts etc.) and the progressively elimination of unnecessary special transport options.

9.
A better urban future requires their understanding of and respect for designing and implementing future systems of information and communication accessible for persons with disabilities, including, but not limited to, web-accessibility.

10.
A better urban future cannot be realized without rethinking and individualizing the community-based support available for persons with disabilities.

11.
A better future can only be realised whether persons with disabilities are provided reasonable accommodation, without discrimination, to seek employment and participate actively in political and public life through an environment devoid of physical and attitudinal barriers.
12. 
In cases of disasters and emergenvies, reconstruction efforts should be made accessible and inclusive for persons with disability.
13.
The development of inclusive urban environments are crucial for the fulfilment of the goals that are enshrined on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals and are not possible to fulfil without inclusion of the disability perspective in international cooperation.

14. 
A better and inclusive urban future is not possible without the respect and effective inclusion of organizations representing persons with disabilities in the planning, implementation and monitoring of future urban development.
__________________
	* The Committee is the international monitoring body of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities established on the basis of article 34 of the Convention. It is composed of 18 independent human rights experts drawn from around the world. They serve in their personal capacity and not as representatives of States parties.





